Catskill Watershed Corporation
Septic Committee Meeting
August 1, 2017
Minutes
Attendance:
Committee Members: Tom Hynes (Director), Wayne Marshfield (Director), Tina Mole’ (Director),
Richard Parete (Director), Robert Pelham (Director), Anthony Van Glad (Director), Thomas Snow
(NYSDEC), Alan Rosa (CWC), Michael Triolo (Director), Michael Meyer (NYCDEP)
Others: Won Kyung Chang (Watershed Resident), Samantha Costa (CWC), Tim Cox (CWC),
Bruce Dolph (Coalition of Watershed Towns), Marty Donnelly (Director), Jim Eisel (Director),
Matthew Giannetta (NYCDEP), John Jacobson (CWC), LynnAnn Kavanagh (CWC), Larry Kelly
(CWC), Leo LaBuda (CWC), John Mathiesen (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), Mark McCarthy
(Director), Molly Oliver (Delaware County Watershed Affairs), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Justine
Rutherford (CWC), Tom Stalter (NYCDEP), John Schwarz (NYCDEP), Jim Sofranko (Director),
Dave Warne (NYCDEP)
I.
II.
III.

The meeting was called to order at 9:54 AM by Wayne Marshfield.
Minutes from the July Committee meeting were reviewed and approved as written.
Septic Program
A. Lee Finlay Over $25,000.00: Ms. Finlay’s project is located in the Town of Olive. Her
proposed septic system will serve a four bedroom house. Major components of this
system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 30 linear feet of 4” gravity
piping, 18 linear feet of force main, 399 cubic yards of absorption fill material, one
effluent filter, 330 linear feet of absorption trench, 6,340 square feet of site restoration,
temporary access road and tree removal. Ms. Finlay’s contractor has submitted a quote
for $29,569.70 to build this system. This is slightly below the staff estimated cost of
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The engineer for this project is Joe Boek,
the contractor is Steve Davis. The Septic Committee recommended that a resolution be
brought before the Board of Directors to approve reimbursing Lee Finlay in the amount
not to exceed $29,569.70 to build her septic system.
B. Patricia Crosby Additional Cost: Ms. Crosby’s project is located in the Town of
Tompkins. During construction the engineer asked the contractor to install heavy duty
tanks due to their location near the driveway. Heavy duty tanks are H20 rated. They will
support 20,000 lbs. per axle. Additionally, a 100 linear foot curtain drain was installed
that was not previously paid for. The contractor has asked for $2,290.00 for the
additional work. This cost is in accordance with the Schedule of Values. Total project
cost with this addition will be $31,668.00. The engineer for this project is Sander
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Engineering, the contractor is Jarred Robinson. The Septic Committee recommended
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Patricia Crosby
in the amount not to exceed $2,290.00 for additional costs to build her septic system.
C. Nicholas Burton Additional Cost: Mr. Burton’s project is located in the Town of Andes.
His project was previously approved for $38,300.00. Curing construction the engineer
directed the contractor to replace old deteriorated metal piping and laid up stone to direct
water away from the new absorption field. An additional 140 linear feet of 12” HDPE
piping was installed. The contractor has asked for an additional $4,083.00 for the
additional work. This cost appears to be fair and reasonable. The engineer for this project
is Steele Brook Engineering, the contractor is Excavating. With this addition, the total
project cost will be $42,383.00. The Septic Committee recommended that a resolution
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Nicholas Burton in the amount
not to exceed $4,083.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.
D. Beverly Thayer Over $25,000.00: Ms. Thayer’s project is located in the Town of
Meredith. Her proposed septic system will serve a three bedroom house. Major
components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a dosing chamber, 270
linear feet of gravity piping, one distribution box, 175 cubic yards of absorption fill
material, one effluent filter, 400 linear feet of absorption trench, 240 linear feet of curtain
drain and 4,370 square feet of site restoration. Ms. Thayer’s contractor has submitted a
quote for $27,000.00 to build this system. This is within 10% of the staff estimated cost
of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The engineer for this project is Paul
Gossen, the contractor is Starter Construction. The Septic Committee recommended that
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Beverly Thayer in
the amount not to exceed $27,000.00 to build her septic system.
E. Daniel Sofaer Additional Costs: Mr. Sofaer’s project is located in the Town of
Woodstock. His project was previously approved for $33,563.00. During construction
it was discovered that the house sewer pipe was deeper than thought. The septic tank
and pump chamber had to be installed deeper than anticipated. Extra excavation and
risers were required. There was discussion about how the engineer should have known
the location of the house sewer pipe. The engineer for this project is Joe Boek, the
contractor is Chad Davis. The contractor has requested an additional $880.00 for this
additional work. This cost appears to be reasonable and justified. With this addition, the
total project cost will be $34,443.00. The Septic Committee recommended that a
resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Daniel Sofaer in the amount not to
exceed $880.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.
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F. Jasmin Bouton Over $25,000.00: Ms. Bouton’s project is located in the Town of
Prattsville. Her proposed septic system will serve a three bedroom house. Major
components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 15 linear feet of
gravity piping, 32 linear feet of force main, 82 cubic yards of absorption fill material,
73 cubic yards of random fill material, one effluent filter, three peat modules, a
temporary access road, retaining wall and site restoration. Ms. Bouton’s contractor has
submitted a quote for $26,767.00 to build this system. This is within 10% of the staff
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Septic Committee
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Jasmin Bouton
in the amo8unt not to exceed $26,767.00 to build her septic system.
G. Tracey Knapp Over $25,000.00: Ms. Knapp’s project is located in the Town of Delhi.
Her proposed septic system will serve a six bedroom house. Major components of this
system will include a 1,750 gallon septic tank, 20 linear feet of gravity piping, 90 linear
feet of force main, 40 cubic yards of random fill material, 25 cubic yards of C-33 sand,
one effluent filter, five peat modules, one E-one pump station package, a temporary
access road, abandoned second cesspool and extensive site restoration. Seward Sand and
Gravel in Oneonta is the closest supplier for C-33 sand. The engineer for this project is
Sander Engineering, the contractor is Delaware Bulldozing. Four quotes were received
for this project. They are for $52,300.00, $49,195.00, $39,250.00 and $36,640.00. The
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse
Tracey Knapp in the amount not to exceed $36,640.00 to build her septic system.
H. Steven Cohen Over $25,000.00: Mr. Cohen’s project is located in the Town of Hunter.
His proposed septic system will serve a four bedroom house. Major components of this
system will include 10 linear feet of gravity piping, 125 linear feet of force main, 300
cubic yards of absorption fill material, four peat modules, 70 linear feet of curtain drain,
45 linear feet of outlet for the curtain drain, 105 linear feet of silt fence and extensive
site restoration. The engineer for this project is David Rider, the contractor is Dirtworks.
Mr. Cohen’s contractor has submitted a quote for $29,900.00 to build this system. This
is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse
Steven Cohen in the amount not to exceed $29,900.00 to build his septic system.
I. Patricia Gerresheim Over $25,000.00: Ms. Geresheim’s project is located in the Town
of Olive. Her proposed septic system will serve a three bedroom house. Major
components of this system will include a syphon chamber, 70 linear feet of gravity
piping, one distribution box, 475 cubic yards of absorption fill material, one effluent
filter, 250 linear feet of absorption trench, 120 linear feet of swale, removal of several
trees, a temporary access road and extensive site restoration. There is a good septic tank
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at this site. Three quotes were received for this project. They are for $37,500.00,
$35,200.00 and $34,534.00. The lowest quote is within 10% of the staff estimated cost
of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The engineer for this project is Rex
Sanford, the contractor is Andrew Eberhardt. The committee recommended that a
resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Patricia Gerresheim in the amount
not to exceed $34,534.00 to build her septic system.
J. Septic Cluster: Leo had no update this month.
K. Septic Maintenance: Larry reviewed activity in this program with the Committee. 33
homeowners were reimbursed for pump outs last month. 108 have been reimbursed this
year. It was a good month. The total number for the year is ahead of last year.
L. Septic Update: Leo reviewed activity in the Septic Program last month. 13 systems were
paid for last month bringing the total for the year to 41. The total is low. Last year by
this time 120 systems had been paid for. This is due to the weather.
M. Other: Schuyler Minew owns a rental property in the proposed Shandaken Sewer
District under the CWC Community Wastewater Management Program (CWMP). The
septic system has failed. We are paying for regular pump outs. Mr. Minew is eligible
for 60%. He would like to fix his septic system and apply for Reimbursement. Another
property owned by Art Christie has a failure. CWC is also reimbursing for pump outs at
this site about every two weeks, a greater frequency than the Minew property.

Leo reported that 41 out of the 60 properties in the proposed district have been
identified as appropriate for an on-site septic system. The other 19 will require an offsite absorption field. Mr. Minew’s property is identified as a site for an on-site system.
Mr. Christie’s property is proposed to be connected to an off- site absorption field. Two
potential sites for properties requiring an off-site absorption field are being developed
as house sites. On June 15th, CWC staff provided to the Town copies of the study phase
report and a draft resolution to move into the next phase. Pursuant to the CWMP
contract, the Town has 90 days from June 15th to pass a resolution to move forward
with the community wastewater project. A public meeting was held on July 27th but no
property owners from the district attended. The Town indicated that they’d consider
the resolution to move forward at their September Town Board meeting, scheduled for
September 11th.
There was discussion about Phoenicia. In Phoenicia, residents can apply for
Reimbursement at the end of the year for septic system repairs that they have paid for.
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Multi-family housing and businesses however are not eligible for reimbursement under
the current program.
Further action on Mr. Minew’s request was tabled until after the September Shandaken
Town Board meeting.
Dave Warne informed the Committee that the sludge press at the Tannersville
wastewater plant needs repairs. During the weeks of August 7 and 14th, the plant will
not be accepting septage from haulers. They will begin accepting septage again on the
week of August 21st when repairs will be complete. The Tannersville plant accepts
septage on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. The limit accepted at the plant is 4,500
gallons per day. The Grand Gorge also accepts septage.
Septic haulers make
appointments with each wastewater treatment plan to dump septage at the plant.
A question was raised about pump and haul regulations, and if pump and haul would
be allowed year round. Dave recalled it being discussed during negotiations and will
get back to the Committee.
IV.
V.
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The next Septic Committee meeting was scheduled for September 5, 2017.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 AM.

