


ON THE COVER: THE FACES OF ‘14 

These were among the people  we worked with and for during  2014  
(clockwise, from top left): 

 

A student at Andes Central School gets a closer look at mayfly larva 

A backhoe operator at the Lexington Community Wastewater project 

A film crew from GLOBO, a Brazilian TV network, interviews septic contractor Jack Pardee 

Bill Layton and grandson Jake Hotchkins visit the CWC booth at the Delaware County Fair 

Brenda Drake and Nadine Carney at professional development training at CWC 

A parent volunteer shows  Phoenicia youngsters what’s in the water at Frost Valley 

Paul Martin helped clean trash from  along the Pepacton Reservoir 

Peter Petrocca and Rosemarie Garvey at  Roseberry’s Motel in Hunter 

The last septic tank is installed at Trout Creek Wastewater system 
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M onth after month, CWC Directors are 
briefed on staff activity, program partici-

pation, community 
and regional needs, 
and issues being dis-
cussed by our respec-
tive committees. A 
visit to our website 
offers a glimpse into 
the range of topics 
discussed and deliber-
ated upon. CWC Di-
rectors take their re-
sponsibilities seriously 
as decisions they make 
affect the lives and 
economic wellbeing of watershed residents. 

 

We don’t always agree, and some issues require 
months of back and forth negotiations. The CWC 
does not operate in a vacuum and our programs 
and actions must be conducted in partnership with 
those of county, state and federal agencies as well 
as environmental organizations.  As you can imag-
ine, this process can sometimes lead to frustration 
here at CWC where we deal continually with issues 
affecting people’s daily lives.  

 

The new flood mitigation efforts are a good exam-
ple. While there is general agreement that we must 
mitigate the effects of flooding that destroy homes 
and businesses and disrupt lives, the solutions have 
been elusive. This is complicated stuff, involving 
private property, municipal taxes, public safety and 
a lot of money. Not to mention science and emo-
tion, in just about equal measure.  

 

We will continue to work on behalf of the people in 
the Watershed on the very tough issue of flood 
mitigation as well as other issues that impact our 
communities and water quality. No less than the 
future of our communities is at stake.  

 

T he only thing cer-
tain in life is 

change. Thank goodness the 
CWC is nimble enough to 
adapt when the need arises. 
Our programs are solid and 
steady, but no one ever said 
they were written in stone. 
Or that new ones can’t be 
developed when the toolkit 
warrants a new tool.  In 
2014, the CWC Board of Di-
rectors: 

approved a landmark 
new initiative to help municipalities and 
property owners implement flood hazard 
mitigation measures, one of several 
dovetailing programs created by collabo-
rating agencies in the wake of Tropical 
Storm Irene;   

reactivated the Local Technical Assistance 
Program and fashioned a new grants 
category for communities seeking to de-
velop or update comprehensive plans 
with an eye towards identifying areas 
suitable for relocating properties vacated 
for flood mitigation purposes; 

established a program to offer low-interest 
loans to municipalities as an alternative 
funding source for them, and as a new 
source of revenue for the Catskill Fund 
for the Future’s revolving loan pool; 

revised Stormwater Retrofit Program rules to 
provide a new, annual funding round for 
stormwater treatment design and plan-
ning projects; 

embarked on the third and final phase of the 
Community Wastewater Management 
Program by once again contracting with 
Lamont Engineers to study the feasibility 
of developing wastewater solutions in 
five more hamlets. 

We proudly present the details in this report. 

Michael Triolo 

President 

Alan Rosa 

Executive Director 



T he Septic Rehabilitation and Replacement 
Program registered another busy year in 

2014 when eligibility was expanded in March to septic 
systems located within 300 feet of a watercourse, and, 
in November, further extended to 700 feet.  

 

CWC paid for the repair or replacement of 244 systems 
during the year, bringing the total from the inception 
of the program to 4,603. 

 

Most of the installations are conventional – a concrete 
tank for solids, and a distribution box to direct liquid 
effluent through pipes to gravel-lined drain fields or 
absorption trenches. But because of difficult terrain, 
clay or rocky soils, or small lot sizes, a variety of 
‘alternative’ technologies have been devised to ade-
quately treat wastewater on problem sites. 

 

That’s why CWC regularly hosts seminars and work-
shops on new or emerging wastewater treatment sys-
tems for engineers, septic designers, contractors and 
staff members of regional agencies. In 2014, seventy 
people attended three such professional development 
sessions offered by representatives of Anua, Eljen and 
GeoFlow systems. 

 

Keeping new systems (those installed since 1995) run-
ning smoothly is the aim of the Septic Maintenance 
Program, which saw its most active year yet. In the 
past 11 years, the CWC has reimbursed half of the cost 
of pumping and inspecting 1,227 systems, 209 of them 
in 2014 alone. Top:  A new septic system begins with a sig-

nature on the CWC’s program participation 

agreement.  

Middle:  Jim Gohlke, with CWC’s Todd Hen-

derson and Larry Kelly, determine whether 

his failed septic system in the Town of Mid-

dletown is within 300 feet of a watercourse. 

Bottom: A new system  was installed for Emil 

Spustek of Moonhaw Road, Town of Olive. 

Septic contractor 

Frank Flachs and 

CWC staff mem-

ber Larry Kelly  at 

a home whose 

tank is being 

pumped and in-

spected under the 

CWC’s mainte-

nance program. 
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T he CWC approved $254,111 for the design, 
installation and maintenance of several 

stormwater projects for municipalities, businesses 
and individual homeowners in 2014. These projects 
curbed runoff created by new construction (Future 
Stormwater Program) and at existing stormwater 
problem sites where water quality may be compro-
mised (Stormwater Retrofit Program).  

 

Future Stormwater 

Windham Car Wash: 50% reimbursement of addi-
tional design costs required solely by NYC DEP  

Harold and Linda Cole: 100% reimbursement of addi-
tional costs to complete the design for stormwater 
controls on their property in Andes.  

Cannie D’s Corner Market: Additional funding to con-
tinue the maintainance of stormwater controls that 
were solely required by NYC DEP at this Grahamsville 
business. 

3115 Route 28: 50% reimbursement of design costs 
for this commercial property in Shokan whose owner 
plans to put an addition on the existing building and 
expand the parking area within 100 feet of a water-
course. 

Town of Denning: 100% reimbursement of design 
costs for the Town of Denning where a stormwater 
plan is required for a paved Town Hall parking lot 
within 100 feet of a watercourse.  

Village of Delhi: 100% reimbursement of design costs 
for a paved River Walk within 100 feet of a water-
course.  

Darlene Colandrea:  50% reimbursement of design 
costs for stormwater controls required for additional 
units at a storage rental business within 100 feet of a 
watercourse in the Village of Tannersville.  

 

Stormwater Retrofit 

Margaretville Central School: CWC approved design 
funding and hired Lamont Engineers to redesign the 
stormwater controls at the MCS bus garage after the 
current sand filter system failed. 

Greene County Highway Department:  Funds were 
approved for accessories for a vacuum truck/street 
sweeper to properly maintain CWC-funded stormwa-
ter installations in Ashland and Windham. 

Town of Lexington: Design and installation of storm-
water controls in the hamlet of Lexington was accom-
plished in conjunction with the construction of the 
CWC-funded community wastewater system. 

Towns of Tompkins and Ashland: Operation and 
maintenance funding was approved  for stormwater 
controls installed during the construction of commu-
nity wastewater projects in the hamlets of Trout 
Creek and Ashland.  

Since 1997, the CWC has funded 

a total of 140 stormwater  

construction projects, along with 

16 stormwater planning and  

assessment surveys. 

The Denning Town Hall, where a paved parking lot required 
a stormwater plan. 



O ne community wastewater treatment sys-
tem was completed, construction on an-
other was begun, and design of a third sys-

tem was finished during 2014. 

The hamlet of Trout Creek in the Delaware 
County Town of Tompkins became the seventh com-
munity to be served by a wastewater treatment sys-
tem developed under the CWC’s Community Waste-
water Management Program (CWMP). In December, 
work commenced on a CWMP project in the hamlet of 
Lexington, Greene County, while in the hamlet of 
South Kortright bids were accepted for a system to 
serve 55 buildings, setting the stage for construction 
get underway in 2015. 

Trout Creek 

In Trout Creek, 50 substandard septic tanks, pits 
and cesspools on individual properties were filled in 
and replaced with new concrete tanks where solids 
are retained and will be periodically removed. Liquids 
are conveyed to a series of absorption beds to be fil-
tered back into the earth.  

The collection system and the three absorption 
bed sites were completed in 2013; septic tanks and 
lateral pipes were installed during 2014. Four grease 
traps were also installed at community buildings, in-
cluding the Methodist Church, below. The job was 

completed August 5. The system is treating about 
5,000 gallons of septic tank effluent per day. A public 
information meeting on proper use of the system was 
held September 11. 

A $6.5 million block grant from the NYC Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection funded the project, 
coordinated and designed by Lamont Engineers. This 
system sewers the hamlet around the intersection of 
State Route 206 and County Route 27, approximately 
three miles north of the Cannonsville Reservoir. 

LaFever Excavating of Bovina was the general 
contractor. Other area contractors and suppliers em-
ployed on the project include Butts Concrete of Ma-
sonville, Trimbell Electric of Bovina, Blake Equipment 
of Oneonta and Binghamton Precast. 

 

Lexington 

A similar system is being built in Lexington, 
where the Town Board opened bids October 2, 2014 
and voted to proceed to the construction phase. 
Soon after the board vote, F. P. Kane was on the job 
excavating 18 absorption beds (above) to accept liq-
uid from 62 on-site septic tanks. An Orenco pre-
treatment system will be employed and the individ-
ual tanks will be regularly pumped and inspected. 

  

Communities with new wastewater  
treatment systems established under this  

program include Ashland in Greene  
County, Bovina, Bloomville, Hamden, De-

lancey and Trout Creek in Delaware 
County, and Boiceville in Ulster County. 

590 on-site septic systems have been  
decommissioned. 
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A 12-acre parcel was acquired in March 2014 
by the Town of Lexington to accommodate the ab-
sorption beds, which were largely constructed over 
the 2014-15 winter despite bitter temperatures and 
snow cover. The project is being accomplished with 
a $9.1 million block grant and is expected to be fin-
ished in summer 2016. 

South Kortright 

After four years of planning, designing, nego-
tiating and permitting, construction on the South 
Kortright community wastewater project is to begin 
in 2015. This is a seemingly simple project to convey 
wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment 
plant in the Village of Hobart,  but it required agree-
ments and approvals from the Stamford Town 
Board, the Hobart Village Board, three state agen-
cies and other entities.  

The project will entail connecting 55 South 
Kortright buildings to a large diameter collection 
system. The sewage will be pumped to a second 
(existing) pump station at the Allen Residential Cen-
ter and thence to the WWTP three miles north on 
NYS Route 10. The WWTP will undergo substantial 
upgrades to allow it to accept additional flow of 
20,000 gallons per day. 

Bids for three separate contracts, including 
plant upgrades, were rejected in October and then 
re-solicited, with F. P. Kane, CFI Contracting and 
Stilsing Electric awarded the jobs in November. A 
$5.8 million block grant was approved by the CWC 
Board in December 2014. 

 Remaining communities 

There are five more hamlets on the CWMP to
-do list. They are Shandaken, West Conesville, Hal-
cottsville, New Kingston and Claryville. Lamont Engi-
neers was the low bidder from among four firms 
seeking the contract for study phase engineering ser-
vices for this last group of communities which were 
listed in the 1997 NYC Watershed Memorandum of 
Agreement as needing wastewater treatment. The 
$213,955 contract was approved by the CWC Board 
in July 2014. 

 
On November 5, 2014, the Town of Shan-

daken passed a resolution to enter the Study Phase 
to determine whether, and what type of system 
might be most feasible there. The Town of Conesville 
did the same on December 10. The remaining munici-
palities are considering their voluntary participation 
in the program. 

2014 Numbers 

244 septic systems repaired/replaced 

209 septic systems pumped/inspected 

10 business loans approved: $1,747,933 

28 Education Grants awarded: $168,925 

1 Community Wastewater Project completed; 50 buildings hooked up 

827 reservoir boating permits issued; 356 boats rented from 11 vendors 

363 billion gallons of water sent from the Watershed to NYC customers 

40 billion gallons of water delivered to 978,124 upstate NYC water customers 

9,721 visits to www.cwconline.org; 30,756 visits to www.thecatskillregion.com  



Roseberry’s Retreat, Hunter 

Rosemarie Garvey used a low-interest loan to pur-
chase and renovate a 17-unit motel (the former 
Hunter View Inn) on a four-acre parcel on Main 
Street in the Village of Hunter. Ms. Garvey found 
eager patrons for Roseberry’s Inn among production 
companies staging regular festivals at nearby Hunter 
Mountain. Summer travelers, leaf peepers and skiers 
have also filled the place on weekends. Roseberry’s 
Restaurant, an Italian-American eatery and bar, was 
added to the business in late 2014, and is open for 
dinner seven days a week. 

Black Bear Lodge, Lexington 

Kimiko Cuesta, owner of Mountain Meadow Inn bed 
and breakfast in Lexington, obtained two CWC loans 
to acquire and renovate a second lodging facility, the 
former Echo Valley 
Motel. The eight-
room motel  and 
adjacent guest 
house, renamed 
Black Bear Lodge, 
had been closed 
for some time and 
required extensive 
renovations and 
infrastructure improvements. The new owners see 
untapped potential in its location on busy Route 23A 
and its proximity to Hunter and Windham ski areas.   

DiSclafani Dorn Corp., Mt. Tremper 

Peter DiSclafani and Rose-Marie Dorn have owned 
and operated Catskill Rose Restaurant since 1987. 
They obtained a CWC loan in 2007 to create four mo-
tel units adjoining the popular and well-regarded 
restaurant. The 2014 loan was utilized to install a 
covered and heated swimming pool, further enhanc-
ing the property and appealing to prospective 
guests. 

Loans  

REDI Loan activity of the Catskill Fund for the 

Future during 2014 focused largely on the hospi-

tality, recreation and tourism sectors of the re-

gion’s economy. Significant loans were also 

awarded to a unique agricultural enterprise  

and to a craft distillery. 

Ten loans totaling $1,747,933 were approved to 

nine borrowers in 2014. The loans, which lever-

aged $790,314 in other capital, are helping to fund 

projects that are expected to add 15 jobs. 

Shawangunk Country Club, Ellenville 

Loan proceeds are helping to reorganize finances 
and better position this member-held golf club to 
attract more us-
ers. The nine-hole, 
3,000-yard course 
is situated on 45 
acres and includes 
a pro shop and 
restaurant. It is 
being actively pro-
moted using social media and new member in-
centives. A new website built by GolfNow, owned 
by the Golf Channel, integrates online booking 
and advertising and is expected to reach a huge 
audience of potential golfers with information on 
“the best kept secret of the Catskills.”  

Reed & Stewart Properties, Delhi 

Raegan Reed and partner Laura Stewart own the 
Cardio Club, a fitness center on Elm Street in the 
Village of Delhi. Previous CWC loans allowed 
them to purchase, enlarge and renovate the 
building to accommodate a growing clientele and 
expanded programming. The 2014 loan helped 
repair and pave the driveway and parking lot. 

Fur, Feathers and Steel, Fleischmanns 

John Hoeko and Rita Adami obtained a loan to 
open a fly fishing shop in a retail store on Main 
Street in the Village of Fleischmanns. The shop 
has been renovated to provide storage and dis-
play of a full line of fishing and fly tying products. 
Classes and guide services will also be offered. 
Opening is expected in spring 2015. 
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Union Grove Distillery, Arkville 

Todd Pascarella and Brian Mulder are partners in a 
new craft distillery which will produce vodka, rye 
and bourbon in a 5,000-square-foot Arkville building 
purchased and renovated with their CWC loan. A 
tasting room and sales area are envisioned to take 
advantage of this prime crossroads location and of 
the growing interest in distilled spirits and locally 
crafted products. The distillery’s name is borrowed 
from one of four communities claimed for the 
Pepacton Reservoir. 

Mauer’s Mountain Farms 

A former dairy farm in Bloomville, straddling the 
boundary of the Delaware County Towns of Kor-
tright and Mere-
dith, has been 
transformed into a 
facility that sup-
plies French 
Jumbo Guinea 
Hens to restau-
rants, food co-ops, 
farmers markets 
and retail outlets 
from the Catskills to New York City and beyond – 
including Bermuda and, beginning in June 2015, 
France! Mauer’s Mountain Farms, named for the 
family that once owned the place, is the only guinea 
hen supplier in New York State. This niche opera-
tion, launched in 2013, has become noted for its 
humanely-raised, hormone-free heritage breed 
poultry. It is a wholly owned subsidiary of FarmCo 
New York, whose founder, Jennifer Grossman, is an 
attorney active in land and farm conservation in the 
region. Mauer’s Mountain Farms was awarded a 
2014 REDI Loan to expand the 2,000-bird operation 
to accommodate 4,000 birds, purchase equipment 
and repay FarmCo’s seed capital note. This 379-acre 
farm is also protected with a conservation ease-
ment held by the Watershed Agricultural Council. 

Bearsville Associates 

An eclectic complex of buildings and businesses in 
Woodstock, supported with a 2009 REDI Loan, to 
Bearsville Associates, continues to evolve. The $1.3 

million 
CWC loan 
was 
modified 
in 2014 
to reflect 
a change 
in owner-
ship of 

the 15-acre property that includes the Bearsville 
Theater and catering operation, the Bear Café, the 
Little Bear Restaurant and WDST radio and re-
cording studio. With fresh investment from new 
collaborators, Bearsville Associates renovated a long
-empty house on the property to create the Wood-
stock Commune Saloon, featuring a billiard room, 
organic menu selections and local micro brews. A 
redesigned courtyard ties the several venues to-
gether, ensuring that the historic gathering spot, 
founded by music promoter Albert Grossman, will 
remain, in the words of one local reporter, a “hip 
local vortex.” 

Broadband initiative 

The latest in a series of actions to support the exten-
sion of broadband and wireless communication ser-
vices to remote areas of the Watershed was re-
corded July 1, 2014, when the CWC board offered 
$25,000 towards an application for State grant funds 
by the Delaware County Broadband Initiative (DCBI). 
In December, DCBI learned that is was successful in 
securing a $2.9 million grant to extend over 210 
miles of fiber optic cable passing 1,800 households, 
businesses and anchor institutions in the towns of 
Andes, Colchester, Hamden, Hardenburgh, Harpers-
field, Jefferson, Kortright and Meredith. DCBI is a 
partnership between Margaretville Telephone Com-
pany (MTC), Delhi Telephone Company and the Dela-
ware County Rural Electric Cooperative. The CWC 
previously supported MTC’s efforts to extend broad-
band and wireless service to hundreds of potential 
users in southern Schoharie and northern Delaware 
Counties.  

Small Business Development Center 
Each year, the Catskill Watershed Corporation 
supports the salary of a business counselor from 
the Mid-Hudson Small Business Development 
Council (SBDC) to assist Watershed entrepre-
neurs with business plans, marketing strategy 
and other needs. Over the past year, SBDC pro-
vided 2,501 hours of professional services to 138 
Watershed clients whose projects created 51 
jobs, saved four jobs and initiated $2.7 million in 
new investment from various sources. 



 

Catskill Interpretive Center  

After 30 years of dreaming, the Catskill Interpretive 
Center (CIC) is finally under construction and the CWC 
is helping to fund the effort. A public/private partner-
ship is developing the 1700-square-foot visitors’ cen-
ter in Mt. Tremper, Town of Shandaken on land 
owned by the Catskill Center for Conservation & De-
velopment (CCCD). The aim is to stimulate tourism 
and teach visitors about the Catskill Park, the New 
York State Forest Preserve and the NYC Watershed. 
The facility is situated on 62 acres of land along NYS 
Route 28 where walking trails, a fire tower, forest 
ranger museum, picnic area and sculpture park are 
also envisioned. The CWC Board of Directors on No-
vember 4, 2014 voted to allocate $123,000 to create a 
replica of a ranger station/observer’s cabin, install an 
interactive digital display, and provide a portion of 
maintenance and operation costs for five years. Part-
ners in the project in addition to CCCD and CWC are 
the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, 
Friends of the Catskill Interpretive Center and the NYC 
Department of Environmental Protection, which has 
also pledged $100,000 over five years to help pay for 
operation and maintenance. Eastman Associates of 
Oneonta is the general contractor on the project. The 
CIC will be named for retired Congressman Maurice 
Hinchey. 

Reservoir Boating  

Jodi Miller of NYC enjoyed a glorious July after-
noon on the Neversink Reservoir. An eager par-
ticipant in the NYC Reservoir Recreational Boat-
ing Program, she earned a paddler patch to re-
member the day. The CWC partnered with the 
NYC DEP and the WatershedPost to provide the 
patches, produced by Stuckey Embroidery of 
Boiceville, as an incentive to paddle on four 
Catskill Region reservoirs. Forty-four patches 
were distributed. The CWC  also paid for bro-
chures, portajohns and boat racks at launch 
sites. 827 boating permits were issued in 2014.  

Grass Energy Study 
A report on a six-year study of the effective-
ness and efficiency of using grass pellets to 
heat homes and businesses was submitted 
to the CWC in 2014. The Grass Bio-Energy 
Feasibility Study was funded by the CWC’s 
Catskill Fund for the Future. Cornell Coop-
erative Extension of Delaware County con-
ducted the study at demonstration sites 
throughout the Watershed region. The pro-
ject began in 2008 to assess the practicabil-
ity of using locally sourced grass as a heat 
source. Five outdoor furnaces and eight in-
door pellet stoves were installed at munici-
pal highway garages, retail stores, commu-
nity and arts centers and at the CWC itself. 
The report can be found on our website. 
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Workshops for planners 

Members of municipal planning boards 
and zoning boards of appeal attended 
three training sessions sponsored by the 
CWC in 2014. Trainers from New York 
State Department of State discussed zon-
ing revisions and enforcement to a full 
house in Halcott (center left) March 20. A 
workshop on improving traffic flow and 
pedestrian access in our communities was 
offered September 19 in Margaretville, 
where Kevin Piccoli  (top left) of the 
Prattsville Local Development Corp. ex-
plained post-flood improvements to Main 
Street. DOS trainers returned October 3 
to provide a seminar for planners like 
Susanna Finch (above) of Middletown on 
sign regulation and to offer an update on 
planning case law.  

 

 

Cannonsville cleanup 

Walton Central School students and Future 
Farmers of America members scoured the 
banks of the Cannonsville Reservoir during 
Reservoir Cleanup Day September 5. The 
CWC supplied bags and gloves for the NYC 
DEP-sponsored event at several reservoirs.  



T wenty-eight Watershed Education 
grants totaling nearly $170,000 were 

approved in 2014. Over the past 17 years, 461 
awards ($2.4 million) have been distributed. CWC 
grants are provided in partnership with the NYC 
Department of Environmental Protection.  
 
In Round 17, 25 awards went to schools and non-
profit organizations serving students and their 
teachers in the Catskills and in New York City. 
Three others were approved under the Special 
Program Fund for projects to extend Watershed 
lessons to general and adult audiences.  
 
Successful proposals included several for envi-
ronmental study trips to the Ashokan Center and 
to Frost Valley YMCA Environmental Education 
Center; for a series of performances of “City That 
Drinks the Mountain Sky” at seven schools by 
Arm of the Sea Theater; and for the popular  
Streamwatch program of hands-on science to be 
brought to five schools by the Catskill Center for 
Conservation and Development.  
 
Three schools purchased equipment for raising 
Trout in the Classroom. Time and The Valleys 
Museum in Grahamsville is developing a field trip 
experience for visiting student groups and Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension, Delaware County co-
ordinated a teacher conference on the topic of 
climate change. 
 
Among original projects is a CD of water and food
-related songs composed by students in a previ-
ous CWC grant project orchestrated by “Story 
Laurie” McIntosh. 
 
Special Program Grants for public audiences 
went to Willow Mixed Media for a short video 
documenting a year in the life of a watershed 
stream; to Zadock Pratt Museum for an oral his-
tory project to document the experiences of 12 
local residents in the flood that devastated 
Prattsville in 2011; and to Greater Fleischmanns 
Museum of Memories to produce a traveling ex-
hibit on Pepacton Reservoir history. 

Bugs and BOCES 
A 2014 grant to a BOCES facility serving youth 
from western Delaware County allowed high 
school students in several disciplines to perform 
real-world science while producing a valuable 
digital resource for others. The grant to Delaware
-Chenango-Madison-Otsego (DCMO) BOCES pro-
vided science lessons and technical training to 
students who created digital identification cards 
for 15 aquatic macro-invertebrates – insects 
whose presence in a waterbody can determine 
whether the water is healthy or impaired. The ID 
cards will be useful for citizen scientists with the 
DEC’s Water Assessments by Volunteer Evalua-
tors (WAVE) program, and with the Delaware 
Riverkeeper Network. Students in other schools 
will also appreciate the clarity of the photo-
graphic representations as they engage in stream 
monitoring. Teacher Ed Engleman coordinated 
the project and shared it at the 2015 Delaware 
Riverkeeper Network Conference at Montgomery 
County Community College in Pottstown, PA.   

NYC students learned about the Watershed on a 
field trip to Central Park Reservoir; below, educa-
tor Rich Parisio  led a nature exploration session 
for  young poets and artists at Olive Library. 
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A  new acronym was added to the Water-
shed lexicon when rules for the Flood Haz-

ard Mitigation Implementation Program (FHMP), 
the latest in the CWC’s community assistance tool-
kit, were adopted by the CWC Board in 2014.  
The program is one of several new Watershed ini-
tiatives developed in the wake of Irene and Lee 
which brought such misery in 2011. Taken together, 
the programs will alleviate or reduce future flood 
hazards and improve community resilience while 
providing a water quality benefit in the region that 
supplies more than a billion gallons of water a day 
to downstate consumers.  
The $17 million program is funded by the NYC DEP, 
which is also funding the Stream Management Im-
plementation Program and the NYC Flood Buyout 
Program.  
Municipalities and individual property owners may 
apply to the CWC to fund eligible projects that will 
remedy situations where an imminent and substan-
tial danger to persons or properties exists.  
Most eligible projects must be recommended in 
Local Flood Analyses (LFAs) being conducted by 
consultants and coordinated by county agencies in 
several watershed communities. Municipalities 
choose which, if any, recommendations to pursue. 
 

Under its new program, CWC stands ready to ac-
cept funding applications for a variety of LFA-
recommended projects that will reduce offsite flood 
elevations or help to minimize damage, including  

Alterations to bridges, culverts and other public 
infrastructure  

Property protection measures, such as flood 
venting of a basement or crawl space 

Elimination of sources of pollution, such as se-
curing or removing fuel tanks 

Stream-related construction  
 

I n addition, CWC funds can help with certain 
relocation costs for anchor businesses in LFA 

communities (gas stations, grocery stores, hard-
ware stores, medical offices or pharmacies); and for 
critical community facilities (fire halls, schools, town 
halls, water and wastewater infrastructure) that 
have been damaged repeatedly by floods. 
Relocation assistance is also available to homeown-
ers and businesses anywhere in the Watershed that 
have participated in the NYC DEP Flood Buyout Pro-
gram.  
Municipalities and property owners can also apply 
to the FHMI Program for funds to remove stream 
debris following future storms. 
 

 

This program, approved in 2014, is for municipali-

ties that have prepared Local Flood Analyses. It is 

intended to fund revisions to local zoning codes 

or zoning maps or to develop or upgrade compre-

hensive plans in order to identify areas within 

those municipalities that can serve as new loca-

tions for residences and/or businesses to be 

moved after purchase under the voluntary NYC 

Flood Buyout Program. Grants of up to $20,000 

are available through this program, part of the 

CWC’s Local Technical Assistance Program. 
Nate Hendricks, coordinator of the FHMI and Sus-

tainable Communities Programs, is shown explaining 

the  programs at a gathering of municipal officials. 
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CWC Board of Directors, 2014-15 

Front, l. to r. Secretary Donald “Mike” Brandow; Treasurer Jim Eisel, President Michael Triolo, First 

Vice President Berndt Leifeld, Second Vice President Robert Pelham. Back: Mark McCarthy, Marty 

Donnelly, Innes Kasanof, Tom Hynes, Tom Snow, Jeff Graf, Tina Mole, Wayne Marshfield, Rich 

Parete and Deb DeWan. 

Mark McCarthy, Supervisor of the Town of Neversink, was elected in special balloting in early 

2014 to serve as Sullivan County’s sole representative on the Board through 2015, completing the 

term of Georgie Lepke, who retired in 2013. 

 

When the CWC decided in mid-2014 to distribute 
monthly board books electronically instead of in hard 
copy, it meant a major change in the way board mem-
bers and staff communicate on the pending business of 
the corporation. 

Resolutions, reports, minutes and background docu-
ments are now combined and emailed to board mem-
bers, and then are loaded onto iPads assigned to each 
director for viewing and discussion at board and com-
mittee meetings.  

The savings in materials (paper, vinyl covers and in-
serts), copy costs and the expense of postage to mail 
the books in advance to board members, comes to 
$312 each month. In just the first five months of 2014, 
we did not use more than 7,000 pieces of paper! 

Directors have become comfortable with the new tech-
nology, and staff members are spending less time print-
ing, assembling, packaging and mailing each month’s 
business. 

Board and committee meeting agendas, minutes and 
pending resolutions can be found on the CWC website. 
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W est-of-Hudson Watershed towns and vil-
lages can now come to the CWC for low-

interest loans of up to $250,000 following action taken 
by the CWC Board November 4. The Catskills Municipal 
Assistance Loan Program will provide loans to munici-
palities as an alternative source of funding. At the 
same time it will offer a secure rate of return for the 
CWC’s Catskill Fund for the Future through local invest-
ment. Applicants must be a signatory to the Water-
shed Memorandum of Agreement and a voting mem-
ber of the Catskill Watershed Corporation. A munici-
pality must issue a bond or note as evidence of its obli-
gation for the repayment of the loan within one year, 
renewable for up to five years.  

Videographer Jessica Vecchione shot a CWC 

Board meeting for footage to include in 

“Entrepreneur Zone,” short online videos about 

Delaware County enterprises, several of which 

have received business planning and loan assis-

tance through the Catskill Fund for the Future.  

 

Pleasant Acres, a 16-room former boarding house in Mt. Tremper that is 

now a group residence, needed a new septic system in 2014. A 2500-gallon 

septic tank and two absorption beds, plus a 1250-gallon grease trap, were 

installed on the challenging lot that contained four buildings and a swim-

ming pool. The CWC provided 75% of the cost of this commercial system 

under the Small Business Septic Repair Program. 
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Administration and Finance 
Alan Rosa, Executive Director 
James Martin, Finance Director, Business Manager 
Timothy Cox, Corporate Counsel 
Diane Galusha, Communications Director, Education 
Coordinator 
Wendy Loper, Bookkeeper 
Frieda Suess, Secretary 
  
Economic Development 
Barbara Puglisi, Economic Development Director 
Philip Sireci, Program Specialist 
Jason Merwin, Program Specialist/Computers 
  
 
 
 

Technical Programs 
Leo LaBuda, Environmental Engineering Specialist 
Nate Hendricks, Environmental Engineering Specialist 
  
Program Specialists 
Kimberlie Ackerley (Stormwater) 
Todd Henderson (Septic) 
John Jacobson (Septic) 
Larry Kelly (Septic) 
Charlie Schafer (Septic) 
  
 
We were saddened to lose Jimmy 
Johnson in 2014. He was a valued 
member of the technical staff for 
eight years. We will miss his hu-
mor and his friendship. 

Federal, State and Regional  
US Environmental Protection Agency 
NYC Department of Environmental Protection 
New York State: 
   Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
   Dept. of State 
   Dept. of Health 
   Energy Research & Development Agency 
   Office for Small Cities 
Appalachian Regional Commission 
Watershed Protection & Partnership Council 
Watershed Agricultural Council 
Nat’l Assoc. of Development Organizations 
  
County Agencies  
Soil & Water Conservation Districts: Delaware, Greene, 
Schoharie, Sullivan, Ulster Counties 
Cornell Cooperative Extension: Delaware, Greene, Scho-
harie, Sullivan, Ulster Counties 
County Planning Departments: Delaware, Greene, Scho-
harie, Sullivan, Ulster Counties  
Delaware County Dept. of Watershed Affairs 
Greene County Watershed Assistance Program 
Public Works Depts. of Delaware, Greene and Ulster  
Ulster County Dept. of the Environment 
 
 
 

Economic Development 
Bank of Greene County 
Catskill Hudson Bank 
Community Bank 
Delaware County Economic Development 
Delaware County Industrial Development Agency 
Delaware National Bank 
Empire State Development Corp. 
Greene County Economic  
Development 
Key Bank 
Legacy Bank 
National Bank of Delaware County 
NBT Bank 
New York Business Development Corp. 
Rondout Savings Bank 
Small Business Development  
Centers 
Sullivan County Partnership 
Ulster County Industrial Development Agency 
Ulster County Economic  
Development 
Ulster Savings Bank 
  
Community Development  
Catskill Center for Conservation & Development 
MARK Project 
Western Catskills Community Revitalization Council 
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905 Main Street 

Margaretville, NY 12455 

 

www.cwconline.org 

www.watersheducators.org 

www.thecatskillregion.com 

 

845-586-1400 

The Catskill Watershed Corporation 

Protecting water quality, assisting residents  

and businesses and preserving communities in the  

New York City Watershed West of the Hudson River 
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