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As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Catskill Watershed Corporation some of the 
lyrics of Bob Seger’s iconic song “Like a Rock” profoundly describe the occasion to me. 

“Twenty years now 
Where’d they go? 
Twenty years 
I don’t know 
Sit and wonder sometimes where they’ve gone” 
 
And so it is with this remarkable institution known as CWC. The anniversary is a chance 
to recognize the herculean achievements of dedicated individuals who formed the Coali-
tion of Watershed Towns which led to the formation of CWC. And to pay respect to the 
partners involved in the CWC’s organization. They created an independent corporation 
overseen by a 15-member Board of Directors whose actions are by super majority with no 
individual veto power, and that is what provides CWC its unique standing in the West of 
Hudson Watershed.  

The CWC Board carefully guards that independence because without it we will lose the 
confidence of the Watershed communities. The Watershed communities, New York City, 
New York State and the environmental groups all have seats on our Board. We have dis-
tinct constituents, to be sure. But while we may have different concerns, at the end of the 
day the CWC Board vote is the deciding factor. Our process is transparent and fair. It 
works as envisioned by those individuals who crafted it.  

“And sometimes late at night 
When I’m bathed in the firelight 
The moon comes callin’ a ghostly light  
And I recall 
I recall” 
 
And recall we should the sacrifices many of our residents made when dislocated from their 
homes and farms to construct the reservoirs. Recall we should the dedicated men and 
women who spent days and nights negotiating the 1997 Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) that effectively saved the West of Hudson Watershed from economic and social 
ruin. Yes, the MOA is a model of a successful partnership, but it came at a great price, a 
price we must never forget. 

A dedicated staff and an engaged Board of Directors have ensured the success of the 
CWC. They have never deviated from their mission of maintaining sustainable communi-
ties while at the same time protecting water quality. 

“Like a rock, standing arrow straight 
Like a rock, charging from the gate 
Like a rock, carrying the weight 
Like a rock” 
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South Kortright and Lexington became the eighth 
and ninth hamlets to welcome community-wide 
wastewater solutions through the CWC’s Community 
Wastewater Management Program (CWMP) in 2016. 
Ninety properties previously served by individual septic 
systems are now connected to communal treatment sys-
tems designed to provide water quality protection and 
peace of mind for homeowners. 

Both projects were designed by Lamont Engineers 
and built by F. P. Kane Construction. The Towns of 
Stamford and Lexington will be responsible for their re-
spective systems going forward, with the NYC Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP) subsidizing op-
eration and maintenance costs. Annual fees paid by resi-
dential property owners to the towns will be capped at 
$100 (plus inflation), while commercial entities will pay 
fees based on water usage. 

 
South Kortright 

Wastewater from on-site septic systems in South 
Kortright, Delaware County, is now being pumped to the 
Village of Hobart’s Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). 
A $5.7 million CWMP block grant allowed upgrades to the 
Hobart plant and installation of a large diameter gravity 
sewer collection system. It includes 4,108 linear feet of 
eight-inch sewer main, as well as four-inch lateral lines to 
43 properties whose septic tanks were decommissioned.  

Four 10,000-gallon emergency holding tanks were 
installed to capture wastewater at two locations in the 
event of infrastructure failure. Grease traps were also in-
stalled at three locations. The last lateral to a residence was 
installed in early July. Restoration of sidewalks, driveways 
and yards followed. 

CFI Construction, Inc. handled installation of new 
pumps and storage tanks at the Hobart WWTP, and 
Stilsing Electric did the electrical work there. The plant, 
which was designed for 180,000 gallons per day, was up-
graded to handle an additional 20,000 gpd, the maximum 
design flow from South Kortright. 

The sewer district includes properties along Delaware 
County Road 18 from Madison Hill Road to State Route 
10. Wastewater is pumped through a main that burrows 
beneath the West Branch of the Delaware River and Route 
10 to a metering vault at the Allen Residential Center 
(ARC) before being pumped through an existing 
forcemain to Hobart.  

Although it is not in the septic district established for 
this new system, South Kortright Central School has con-
nected to it, allowing the school to abandon its deteriorat-
ing on-site septic tanks and leach fields. The school will 
pay an annual user fee of $5,000. 

 
 

Lexington 
A small-diameter collection system and a network of 

absorption beds were also completed in the Greene Coun-
ty hamlet of Lexington in 2016. 

Owners of 47 homes and businesses, most of them 
near the Schoharie Creek, no longer need worry about 
maintaining their own on-site septic systems. Each re-
ceived a new septic tank where solids are held for periodic 
removal. Liquid effluent is directed to a series of in-ground 
filters and then dispersed to the soil through several ab-
sorption beds. 

The $9.1 million project features 10,250 feet of small-
diameter collection pipe, including lines drilled beneath 
seven roads and streams. The wastewater is carried to a 
large field where it is recirculated between 12 Orenco pre-
treatment pods and two 13,000-gallon tanks before it goes 
to concrete dosing stations from which it is distributed to 
18 absorption beds before being returned to the earth. The 
Orenco filters have an unlimited lifespan and should never 
need to be replaced.  

Septic tanks were installed at each property and con-
nected to sewer mains over the spring and summer of 
2016, with the last tank going in the ground August 23. 

John Berger built the operations building. Other con-
tractors were Hinkley Electric and B&B Construction.  

 
In the works 

Draft preliminary engineering reports have been pre-
pared on potential wastewater projects for the hamlets of 
Shandaken, West Conesville, Claryville, Halcottsville and 
New Kingston. Those reports await NYC DEP approval 
before block grants are established and proposals are sub-
mitted to the respective town boards for their review. It is 
up to the municipalities to choose whether to proceed 
with construction. 

 

Community Wastewater Management 

Tight quarters installing a lateral in South Kortright 
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There is nothing extraordinary about Harris 
Cohn’s new septic system. It includes a thousand-
gallon concrete septic tank and a dosing chamber 
that sends wastewater to an absorption bed where it 
percolates back into the soil. The system is shoe-
horned next to an old house in a small yard not far 
from a stream, a difficult site, but that’s not so unu-
sual. “Every site in the Catskills has its own chal-
lenges,” affirms CWC Environmental Engineering 
Specialist Leo LaBuda. 

What makes Mr. Cohn’s system special is that 
it was the 5,000th installation paid for under the 
CWC’s Septic Repair and Rehabilitation Program 
since its inception in 1997.  Mr. Cohn was reim-
bursed 100 percent of the $18,583 cost of the sys-
tem for his three-bedroom house in Broadstreet 
Hollow, Town of Shandaken. And, in recognition 
of the milestone, Harris Cohn received a certificate 
entitling him to a free pumpout in three to five 
years.  

“Pump outs are the best maintenance for your 
septic system,” said Larry Kelly, who manages the 

Septic Maintenance Program at the CWC. “Regular 
maintenance will prolong the life of your system as 
well as protect the environment.” 

The Cohn system was one of 246 fixed in 
2016. By the end of the year, the tally of septic sys-
tems repaired, replaced or managed in the past two 
decades had reached 5,125. Eighteen of those were 
for small businesses.  

The Maintenance Program pumped and in-
spected another 261 systems in 2016. The total 
since 2004 when that program began reached 
1,722. 

These jobs employ hundreds of people, includ-
ing engineers, septic pumpers and haulers, excava-
tors, contractors’ employees, and suppliers of con-
crete tanks, treatment units, pumps, gravel, fill and 
piping. It is quite literally a boots-on-the-ground 
form of economic development. 

Harris Cohn says it also feels good to know he 
is helping to protect the environment. “It’s much 
better than the cesspool I had. I couldn’t have af-
forded to have this done without this program.” 

Septic Rehabilitation and Replacement 

CWC Environmental Engineering Specialist Leo 
LaBuda, left, poses with contractor Steve Davis, 
Engineer Rex Sanford and homeowner Harris 
Cohn, whose Shandaken septic system was the 
5,000th replaced by the CWC. 

A Shokan septic tank gets a  
maintenance pumpout. 
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The CWC’s Flood Hazard Mitigation Implementation 
(FHMI) Program is intended to help fund projects such as 
property protection measures, floodplain reclamation, pub-
lic infrastructure protection and property buyout/
relocation identified in Local Flood Analyses (LFA) that 
have been completed or are underway in affected munici-
palities. (At the end of 2016, eight municipalities had ac-
cepted LFAs, 12 more were in process.)  

A complementary CWC initiative, the Sustainable 
Communities Program, offers grants for towns and villages 
to revise or update zoning or comprehensive plans in or-
der to identify areas where homes and businesses might be 
relocated out of the danger zone.  

These programs were tapped in 2016 to purchase 
property to move an anchor business in Windham and a 
municipal building complex in Shandaken, and to study the 
feasibility of relocating businesses, homes and utilities in 
three other communities. 

 

Windham anchor business 
In February, a FHMI grant of $15,000 was awarded 

to the Town of Windham to study the feasibility of relo-
cating GNH Lumber (pictured) out of the Batavia Kill 
floodplain. In June, a grant of $235,000 was awarded to the 
Town to purchase a 6.8-acre parcel of land outside the 
flood plain for the relocation 
of this anchor business. The 
land is along Route 23 just east 
of the hamlet of Windham.  

The LFA conducted for 
the hamlet of Windham identi-
fied GNH relocation as a top 
priority because it would elimi-
nate repetitive flood damage to 
the Main Street business as 
well as allow for floodplain 
reclamation, reducing future 
flood damage to several up-
stream properties.  

 
Shandaken Town Hall 

The FHMI program also helps move ‘critical facilities’ 
such as firehalls, schools, town halls, highway garages or 
water or waste-water systems which, if impaired, would 
threaten the health and/or safety of the public. A grant of 
$114,000 was awarded to the Town of Shandaken to pur-
chase property for the proposed relocation of the town 
hall and highway garage.  

 

Part of the Shandaken municipal complex, located on 
Route 28 in Allaben, was inundated by Esopus Creek 
floodwaters during Irene. The 3.2 acre site has been desig-
nated a Special Flood Hazard Area; the highway garage is 

actually located within the floodway. 
The LFA for the hamlets of Mt. Tremper and Phoeni-

cia recommends relocating the Town Hall and garage to a 
4-acre parcel of land east of the hamlet of Phoenicia. That 
land was eyed as a potential location for a wastewater treat-
ment facility which did not come to fruition.  The move 
will be State-funded under the NY Rising Program. 

The Town of Shandaken also received a $15,000 grant 
to conduct a Relocation Feasibility Study for a business in 
the hamlet of Phoenicia.  One of the recommendations in 
the LFA for that community was to enhance the flood-
plain of the Stony Clove Creek before it joins the Esopus 
Creek. The building to be studied actually overhangs the 
Stony Clove.  

 

Lexington study 
The CWC authorized a $20,000 grant under the Sus-

tainable Communities Program to allow the Town of Lex-
ington to explore options for relocating a portion of the 
hamlet of Lexington out of the flood plain. A LFA com-
pleted in May identified several flood mitigation measures 
including relocation of flood prone structures which may 
be eligible for 

structures within flood hazard areas 
along the Schoharie Creek primarily on Co. Highway 13A.  

 
A FHMI grant of $20,000 was awarded in January to 

the Village of Walton which is investigating the possible 
effects on existing utilities and infrastructure of reclaiming 
the flood plain in the Water Street area of the Village of 
Walton as recommended by the completed LFA for the 
West Branch of the Delaware River.  

 

Tank anchoring 
A funding stream that is poised to assist homeowners 

and businesses in a very practical way was added to the 
FHMI Program in June. Money is now available to anchor 
above-ground oil and propane tanks if they are within 500-
year flood elevations anywhere in the five-county Catskill-
Delaware Watershed. Oil tanks of up to 330 gallons and 
propane tanks of up to 420 pounds are eligible. Larger 
commercial propane tanks are also eligible for this service 
but require additional engineered designs and individual 
funding approvals from the CWC Board of Directors. The 
CWC will cover the entire cost of anchoring tanks within 
basements or outdoors, a process that is estimated at $800 
to $2,300 per tank.  

 

Flood Hazard Mitigation Implementation 
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The CWC is not exempt from NYC Watershed 
stormwater requirements so when it decided to repair and 
repave the handicap access ramp at its Margaretville office 
within 100 feet of the Binnekill stream, it needed to pre-
pare a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SPPP). De-
sign and construction cost just over $10,000 and was fund-
ed through the Future Stormwater Program which reim-
burses eligible expenses of SPPPs for new construction. 
2016 was a busy year for such activity, the CWC helping to 
fund 13 Future Stormwater projects in the Watershed. Sev-
en entities received Stormwater Retrofit grants to address 
existing stormwater issues.  

 
Future Stormwater 

A terraced system of stormwater detention and sub-
surface treatment areas was installed in June 2016 to han-
dle runoff at the new Delaware Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center in Delhi. CWC will reimburse owner DRNC Realty 
100% of the stormwater design and construction cost 
($324,820). The facility, formerly owned by Delaware 
County, is being renovated and expanded and is set to 
open in mid-2017. 

Masserson Holdings, owner of The Roxbury, a mo-
tel known for its uniquely themed rooms and over-the-top 
interior designs, is developing a ‘satellite’ hospitality center 
two miles down the road. The Roxbury Stratton Falls will 
include a restored mid-19th century mansion with 6-7 guest 
rooms along with several cottages on seven acres. The 
CWC approved $150,922 (50%) for design and construc-
tion of stormwater controls required for the project, which 
will include a road and a pool. 

Delhi Community Church built an addition on its 
Delhi sanctuary to accommodate a handicap-accessible 
restroom. A 30x13-foot rain garden was designed and con-
structed. CWC approved $12,391 for the project. 

Future Stormwater funds also went to Windham 
Foursome, developers of a 10-lot subdivision being con-

structed in Windham ($290,190 — 50%); and to Windham 
Mountain Retreats, to design and implement three con-
structed wetlands to handle stormwater from another 
Windham subdivision ($80,428 — 50%). 

CWC funding was approved for 3115 Route 28 
(Walter Grabowski) which added a parking lot and build-
ing extension in Shokan ($29,500); H. D. Lane Volunteer 
Fire Company which put an addition on its fire hall in La-
nesville ($13,677); the Town of Lexington which plans a 
pavilion at a new community park ($450 for design of a 
rain garden); Nick Bove Enterprises who expanded his 
Windham Mountain Outfitters building in Hunter ($3,275 
approved), and homeowners Chris Barber of Windham, 
Lisa Zocchia Waage of Kortright, Andrew Penson of Tan-
nersville, and Michael Lasofsky of Colchester. 

 
Stormwater Retrofit 

Delaware Valley Hospital in Walton was approved for 
$333,605 under the Stormwater Retrofit Program to cor-
rect serious runoff and standing water problems on its 
parking lot. The main part of the parking lot, which had a 
single inadequate stormwater structure, was completely 
reconstructed and regraded to collect stormwater in new 
deep sump catch basins. Runoff is now directed to a sys-
tem of subsurface chambers where further settling of de-
bris and particulates will occur before the water infiltrates 
into the ground.  

The purpose of the project was to reduce pollutant 
and phosphorus loading into groundwater and the West 
Branch of the Delaware River right across the road from 
the hospital. The river feeds the Cannonsville Reservoir. 

Parking lot stormwater re-design is also envisioned 
for the Windham Theatre which was approved for $18,214 
in design funding.  

The Delaware County Department of Public Works 
was approved for $260,000 to purchase a new vacuum 
truck to replace one funded by the CWC in 2003. That 
vehicle has covered 53,500 miles and put in 6,283 hours in 
cleaning culverts and vacuuming stormwater structures 
throughout the county.  

South Kortright Central School was approved for 
$62,944 to design improvements to stormwater treatment 
for runoff from existing buildings and parking areas. 

Infiltrators were installed to handle runoff from a 
municipal parking lot near the Village of Delhi Riverwalk 
($31,823).  

Funds were also approved for planning and assess-
ment of stormwater infrastructure in the Town of Wind-
ham ($46,625) and the Village of Fleischmanns ($46,875). 

Stormwater Programs 

The Delaware Rehabilitation and Nursing Center 
in Delhi required significant stormwater controls 
for new construction. 
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The Catskill Fund for the Future (CFF) continues to be a 
welcome source of financial support for businesses large and 
small. Eleven low-interest loans totaling more than $7.6 mil-
lion were approved in 2016.  
 
Municipal assistance 
The MARK project, a community development agency, 
was awarded a zero-interest loan of $349,588 to enable it 
to proceed with hamlet renewal projects funded by reim-
bursable state grants. $300,000 is to be used to renovate 
11 commercial and mixed-use buildings in Magaret-
ville, Arkville and Pine Hill; while the remainder of the 
loan is to develop a Main Street revitalization strategy for 
the Village of Fleischmanns associated with post-Irene 
recovery. The CWC loan will be paid back when the state 
granting agencies reimburse the MARK Project. 
 

The CWC Board of Directors also assisted the Village of 
Fleischmanns by approving a zero-interest $500,000 
Bond Anticipation Note to allow the village to carry out 
infrastructure repair and improvement projects approved 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
following flooding in 2011. The Village could not afford 
to do this work while waiting for FEMA reimbursement, 
nor did it wish to burden its taxpayers who would have to 
shoulder the interest of a municipal BAN. The CWC will 
be paid back when FEMA reimbursement is received by 
the Village. 
 

Heart of the Catskills Communications  
(dba MTC Cable) 
Margaretville Telephone Company, which marked its 
100th anniversary in 2016, obtained a loan of $4.2 million 
to propel it towards the goal of extending broadband in-
ternet infrastructure to underserved areas of our rural 
Watershed. The CWC funds helped match state grants 
awarded to MTC over the past few years totaling more 
than $14 million. Recognizing the direct economic bene-
fits broadband service will bring to 10,690 targeted resi-
dents and businesses in four counties, the CWC contin-
ued its steady support of this Margaretville-based utility 
which employs 23 people. 

Osterhoudt Corp. (dba Ellenville Sand & Gravel) 
A loan of $860,000 will help this firm in the Village of 
Ellenville, Town of Wawarsing to refinance debt and pur-
chase new equipment. The state-permitted operation, 
situated on 67 acres, mines, processes and ships sand for 
NYS DOT-grade concrete and asphalt to customers in 
four Watershed counties and in the lower Hudson Valley. 
Loan proceeds will purchase a new ‘jaw,’ screener, exca-
vating hammer and loader.  

 
Creative Environments LLC (dba Full Moon Resort) 
A $575,000 loan to this popular wedding venue in the 
Town of Shandaken will be utilized to refinance debt and 
help pay for costly septic system upgrades. The 100-acre 
property in the Big Indian/Oliverea Valley is crossed by 
the Esopus Creek which feeds the Ashokan Reservoir, so 
proper treatment of sewage generated at the resort is im-
portant. The CWC’s Small Business Septic Program reim-
bursed the business more than $37,000 (75% of eligible 
costs) for three distinct on-site septic repair projects. The 
loan will help the owners cover their share of this ex-
pense. This busy venue, which hosts music camps, art 
workshops and retreats in addition to country weddings, 
employs 130 people during the peak season. 

Catskill Fund for the Future 

Brian and Penny Mulder and Todd and Jeanine Pas-
carella joyfully cut the ribbon at the grand opening 
of their Arkville business, Union Grove Distillery, in 
February 2016. The CWC supported the enterprise 
with a $280,000 loan which closed in 2015. 
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Sedgwick House B&B 

A venerable house on Main Street in the Village of Hunter 
will be transformed into a bed and breakfast inn by Floren-
tina Florescu, a tourism promotion professional, and cook 
Cristian Plitea. They were awarded a $349,000 loan to cov-
er purchase costs and to provide some working capital. 
The 1830 building has an enviable location across from the 
entrance to Hunter Mountain, which draws thousands of 
skiers and summertime festival goers. 

Arts on Site Residency and Retreat 

Artists and wellness practitioners Kyle Netzeband and 
Chelsea Ainsworth will establish an arts retreat center on a 
19-acre parcel on Decker Lane, Kerhonkson, Town of Wa-
warsing using a $250,000 loan from the CFF. They envi-
sion individuals and groups from the New York metropoli-
tan area enjoying the facilities on weekends and during 
week-long art and dance residencies. The financing is being 
used to convert a large industrial garage into studio space 
and a dining area. A bath house and three yurts will also be 
constructed.  

Chappie’s Properties  

James Chapman used a $197,100 loan to purchase the 
property and equipment of 
Cassie’s Café on Main 
Street, Roxbury. The owner 
of Rhinecliff Catering and 
the designer and developer 
of the acclaimed Rhinecliff 
Hotel on the Hudson Riv-
er, Chapman will expand 

his catering business to the Catskills wedding market, bas-
ing it at Cassie’s. The popular local eatery will remain open 
for meals and will undergo a name change – to Chappie’s – 
as the new owner establishes his own menu and style. 

Roxbury General 

Across the street from Cassie’s/Chappie’s is Roxbury Gen-
eral, a merchandise retail store owned by Doug McLaurine 
and Robin Factor who obtained a $128,000 loan to pur-
chase and renovate a nearby building so that they can move 
the store out of leased quarters. The 1898 “Groton Build-
ing” will also house two apartments in a community that 
sees an influx of visitors during wedding season. 

Faiga Brussel 

The owner of Delhi’s Good Cheap Food II, purveyor of 
organic, natural and locally produced food and items, Faiga 
Brussel received a $100,000 loan in 2016. Incorporating the 
balance of a previous loan, the new funding also provided 
capital for new equipment, displays, electrical work, drive-
way improvements and the match for a reimbursable grant 
to purchase a large produce cooler.  

Black Bear Lodge  

The owners of this Lexington motel were awarded a loan 
of $36,000 to make roof repairs and address drainage issues 
on a bed and breakfast, garage and studio they own nearby. 
The loan adds to a previous loan which was utilized to pur-
chase and renovate the eight-room former Echo Valley 
Motel on Route 23A. 

Loans approved in late 2015 which closed in 2016 included: 

Six Franklin Road (Otsego Medical Services) 

Dr. Eric Dohner obtained a loan of $431,031 to refinance 
an existing CWC loan, renovate the building housing his 
offices at 6 Franklin Rd., Walton, repair the roof, install a 
new heating system and purchase new equipment.  

Ploennigs Holding (AAA Fuel & Service) 

A loan of $261,000 will allow owner Michael Ploennigs to 
purchase the property that 
has been leased by the firm 
since 2003. The fuel oil re-
tailer and distributor, which 
also offers plumbing, heat-
ing and air conditioning ser-
vice, employs up to ten peo-
ple at its Route 28 hub in the 
Town of Kingston. 

Catskill Fund for the Future 

SBDC services 

The CWC has supported the salary of a counselor from 
the Mid-Hudson Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) since 2002 to provide free business counseling 
and advice to WOH Watershed entrepreneurs.  

In 2016, SBDC devoted 1,886 hours of service to 87 new 
clients within the Watershed. Businesses begun by those 
clients represented investment of $1,314,393 from various 
sources. Twenty jobs were created, and seven were saved.  
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1997 
The brand new Catskill 
Watershed Corporation 
rented this former home 
of the Catskill Mountain 
News in May and began 
hiring staff. The Main 
Street, Margaretville 
structure was purchased 
the following year and remains home base for 16 
CWC employees. 
 
1998 
The Town of Neversink’s 
sand and salt storage fa-
cility was built in late 
1998, funded under the 
new Sand and Salt Stor-
age Program. A total of 
39 structures were ultimately built for Watershed 
municipalities, with one more constructed when the 
program was extended to institutions in 2009.  
 
1999 
Rules for the Stormwater 
Retrofit Program were 
approved and the first 
grant applications were 
received. The Village of 
Walton was among 10 
applicants to secure a grant, using it to mitigate 
stormwater runoff to West Brook from the municipal 
pool area on Bruce Street. 
 
2000 
The US EPA Region 2 issued 
its Environmental Quality 
Award to the CWC in recogni-
tion of water protection initia-
tives like the Septic Rehabili-
tation and Replacement Pro-
gram, which, by 2016, had 
funded the replacement of 
more than 5,000 residential and commercial on-site 
septic systems. 
 
 

2001 
A new program of 
the Catskill Fund 
for the Future was 
launched allowing 
businesses, non-
profit groups and 
municipalities to 
apply for grants to 
revitalize Main Streets, spur cultural activity or help 
natural resource based industry. The Town of Jeffer-
son was awarded funds to move the District #4 
schoolhouse from Fuller Road to North Harpersfield 
Road where it serves as a small museum today. A 
total of 129 grants totaling $2,629,122 were awarded 
between 2001 and 2004. 
 
2002 
Margaretville Me-
morial Hospital 
was one of four fa-
cilities that benefit-
ted from the Cats-
kills Hospital/
Health Care Indus-
try Loan Program. 
$5 million was set aside from the Catskill Fund for 
the Future to assist struggling rural hospitals with 
low-interest loans to improve facilities and retain 
employees. 
 
2003 
The Watershed Education 
Grant Program helped 
these Tri-Valley Central 
School students explore 
stream life in 2003. Some 
515 grants were awarded 
through 2016, benefitting 
more than 132,000 stu-
dents and teachers in the 
West of Hudson Water-
shed and in New York 
City. 

20 Years . . .  
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2004 
The Septic Mainte-
nance Program, estab-
lished in 2003, quickly 
became a popular one, 
helping homeowners 
pay for septic system 
pumpouts and inspec-
tions. By the end of 2016, a total of 1,722 systems 
had been addressed. 
 
2005 
The CWC closed on its 
100th business loan and 
staff members Phil 
Sireci, Mike Triolo and 
Barbara Puglisi, with 
Economic Develop-
ment Committee Chair 
Marty Donnelly, cele-
brated with a cake. By the end of 2016, the Catskill 
Fund for the Future had provided 338 loans totaling 
$65.7 million. 
 
2006 
A $5 million fund was 
established to assist 
flood-ravaged busi-
nesses in Walton. Thir-
ty zero-interest loans 
totaling more than $1.2 
million were awarded, 
helping businesses like the Big M supermarket get 
back on their feet. 
 
2007 
Stormwater collection 
and treatment devices 
were installed in 
Prattsville in conjunc-
tion with the develop-
ment of a municipal 
sewer system, an ex-
ample of CWC, DEP and municipal collaboration. 

2008 
The Stream Corridor 
Protection Program 
was initiated to help 
communities and 
businesses take 
measures to protect 
property and popula-
tion centers from the threat of flooding. This work 
on the upper Esopus Creek was among 12 projects 
totaling $836,000 that were funded in 2008. 
 
 

2009 
The NYC DEP 
opened the Can-
nonsville Reservoir 
to kayaks, canoes 
and sailboats for the 
first time, piloting 
the new Reservoir 
Recreational Boat-
ing Program. In 2012, three more reservoirs were 
open and CWC assisted with boat cleaning equip-
ment, racks, sanitary facilities and promotion, allow-
ing hundreds of residents and visitors to enjoy the 
pleasures of non-motorized boating on these beauti-
ful lakes 
 
2010   
A Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant was erected 
under the Community 
Wastewater Manage-
ment Program in 
Boiceville, one of 15 
hamlets to be served 
under this program. Nine municipal sewer systems 
had been completed by 2016, at a cost of 
$55,150,000. 
 
   
 
           Continued on next page 

. . . 20 Projects 
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2011 
Flood waters sub-
merged several areas of 
the WOH Watershed, 
including Margaret-
ville, seen here from 
the roof of the CWC, 
which quickly allocated 
$5 million from the CFF to help damaged businesses 
even as it cleaned and repaired its own offices. 150 
businesses received up to $30,000 each to pick up 
the pieces and carry on. 
 
2012 
The relocated and 
reconstructed 
Ashokan Center in 
Olivebridge cele-
brated its grand 
opening with a con-
cert in the music 
hall. It was one of 
five projects receiving $250,000 each from the 
CWC’s Watershed Education, Job Creation and En-
ergy Conservation Initiative.  
 
2013 
CWC provided loans 
and grants to local util-
ities to extend high 
speed internet access to 
remote areas of the 
northern WOH Water-
shed, an ongoing effort 
to improve commerce, health, and community con-
nectivity and to make the region more attractive to 
business and potential home buyers. 

 
2014 
The Greene County 
Highway Department 
purchased accessories 
for a street sweeper 
and vacuum it had 
acquired in 2005 with 
a grant from the 
Stormwater Retrofit Program. Nearly 200 projects 
had been funded under both Retrofit and Future 
Stormwater Programs through 2016, at a cost of 
$18.5 million.   
 
2015 
Lexington’s Commu-
nity Wastewater sys-
tem, including these 
pre-treatment pods, 
was under construc-
tion for two years be-
fore it became operational in 2016. Other completed 
CWMP systems are serving residents, institutions 
and businesses in Bovina, Delancey, Hamden, 
Bloomville, South Kortright, Boiceville, Ashland 
and Trout Creek.  
 
2016 
Full Moon Resort 
in Oliverea was one 
of 24 commercial 
enterprises assisted 
through the Small 
Business Septic 
Repair Program 
since its inception in 2008. 
 

20 Years . . . 20 Projects 

It is well to remember that the CWC was entirely a new idea.  
We had no model to follow. In fact, we may have become a 

model for other watershed communities. 
Perry Shelton, CWC President, 1999-2008 
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Voices from the first 20 years 
The shed replaced an open pile of 
salt we had next to the Manorkill 
Stream. It works good and has 
made it easier for is. The sand 
stayed dry and didn’t freeze. 

Dave Merwin 
Town of Conesville, 1999 

Ultra Dairy is pleased to have received 
funding for our recent stormwater project. 
The CWC has been instrumental in 
allowing us to provide quality employment 
in this challenging economy.  

Elizabeth Van Buren, Ultra Dairy 
Garelick, 2003 

I want to say how grateful I am for 
the new septic system. I do not 
believe I would have been able to do 
it without your help. 

South Kortright  
homeowner, 2006 

This morning our family of four 
enjoyed a gorgeous kayak excursion on 
the Pepacton Reservoir. It was a 
terrific way to spend an early 
September day. 

Anja O’Connor, 2014 

If it wasn’t for the CWC we 
would be having a more 
difficult time getting this 
project off the ground. We 
are extremely grateful for 
your support.  

Ellen Manfredi, 
Mountaintop Library & 

Learning Center, 2010 

We have to remember that people 
around the world are without 
water and we should not take 
what we have for granted. 

Franklin Central School 
student, 2015 

We salute your commitment to 
helping us recover from the 
damages we experienced during 
Hurricane Irene. 

Robert Stefanko, 
James Carty VFW Post 

Windham, 2013 
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Twenty-two Watershed Education grants for students 
and teachers totaling $150,000 were awarded in 2016. Four 
other grants for $15,000 were approved for projects to 
extend Watershed lessons to general and adult audiences.  

The intent of both programs is to heighten awareness 
and understanding of the New York City Water System 
and its vast Watershed west of the Hudson River. CWC 
education grants are provided in partnership with the New 
York City Department of Environmental Protection.  

Grants promoted experiential learning at the Ashokan 
Center and Frost Valley YMCA Environmental Education 
Center, and at streamside ‘classrooms’ across the Water-
shed. Other projects included music, art and theater on 
environmental themes, a student leadership summit on the 
topic of climate change, and workshops for teachers 
whose students are raising trout in the classroom. 

In New York City, grants supported school field trips 
to former reservoirs in the five boroughs; training for 
teachers at several schools; and a new water exhibit at 
Children’s Museum of Manhattan visited by thousands of 
youngsters and their families. 

A native garden and forest foraging walks were enabled 
with grants to two Watershed libraries. 

Workshops for engineers, planners and community 
advocates were among activities supported by the CWC 
in 2016. 

A trainer from Presby Environmental briefed engi-
neers, designers and inspectors on the installation and 
operation of a new onsite wastewater treatment system 
in a March 24 seminar at CWC. 

With support from the Catskill Fund for the Future, 
the MARK Project coordinated a two-day “Main Street 
Boot Camp” in April that drew 100 people to Fleisch-
manns to hear a number of speakers on creating, brand-
ing and promoting community revitalization plans. Pub-
lic art, service training and historic preservation were 
among the topics. 

Arm of the Sea Theater provided entertainment with 
a message when the popular troupe brought “Rejuvenary 
River Circus” to Hunter for Schoharie Watershed Month 
in May, and “City That Drinks the Mountain Sky” to 
Pine Hill’s Morton Memorial Library Street Fair in July. 

Members of municipal planning boards and zoning 
boards of appeal gathered in Margaretville in November 
to hear NYS Department of State trainers explain regula-
tion of controversial uses like mining, short-term rentals 
and telecommunication towers; the latest information on 

solar energy issues, and how to encourage redevelop-
ment of ‘white elephant’ structures like vacant armories, 
churches or train stations. 

Education 

Outreach 

Justin DaMore was the presenter at a CWC work-
shop for engineers and designers on Presby Envi-
ronmental’s Advanced Enviro-Septic (AES) on-site 
wastewater treatment system. Twenty people attend-
ing the session March 24.  

Students from a NYC school ‘build’ an aque-
duct  while on a field trip to the Central Park 
Reservoir with CWC-grantee NYC H2O, a wa-
ter-focused  educational organization. 
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Among artists exhibiting their work at CWC in 2016 
were Helane Levine-Keating (above, with  George 
and Michael Braziller); and  Ann Higgins (center 
below, with Kate Hyden and Valery Taggart. 

An unexpected expense in 2016 was the replace-
ment of the roof on the 50-year-old building the 
CWC has occupied for 20 years. 
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A copy of the audited financial report may be obtained by  
contacting CWC 



2016-17 CWC Board of Directors 

Seated, l. to r.: James Eisel, Donald ‘Mike’ Brandow, Michael Triolo, Berndt Leifeld, Robert Pelham; Standing: 
Richard Parete, David Warne; Mark McCarthy, Thomas Hynes, Thomas Snow, Martin Donnelly, Innes Kasanof, 
Tina Mole, Wayne Marshfield 

Long-time board members Deb DeWan, representing the environ-
mental community, and Jeff Graf, representing the NYC DEP, 
stepped down from the board in early 2016.  Their commitment  and 
dedication to the CWC and the MOA was celebrated at the 2016 An-
nual Meeting. 

Acting DEP Commissioner Vincent Sapienza, below left, paid a visit 
to the CWC in 2016 to  get acquainted with CWC Executive Director 
Alan Rosa and Board Chairman Mike Triolo (right). Also pictured  
from DEP are Eric Landau, Deputy Commissioner for Public Af-
fairs; Kim Cipriano, Chief of Staff for the Commissioner; and Paul 
Rush, Deputy Commissioner of the Bureau of Water Supply. 
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Federal, State and Regional  
US Environmental Protection Agency 
NYC Department of Environmental Protection 
New York State 
   Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
   Dept. of State 
   Dept. of Health 
   Energy Research & Development Agency 
   Office for Small Cities 
Appalachian Regional Commission 
Watershed Protection & Partnership Council 
Watershed Agricultural Council 
Nat’l Assoc. of Development Organizations 
 

County Agencies  
Soil & Water Conservation Districts: Delaware, Greene, 
Schoharie, Sullivan, Ulster Counties 
Cornell Cooperative Extension: Delaware, Greene, Scho-
harie, Sullivan, Ulster Counties 
County Planning Departments: Delaware, Greene, Scho-
harie, Sullivan, Ulster Counties  
Delaware County Dept. of Watershed Affairs 
Greene County Watershed Assistance Program 
Public Works Depts. of Delaware, Greene and Ulster 
Counties 
Ulster County Dept. of the Environment 

Economic Development 
Bank of Greene County 
Catskill Hudson Bank 
Community Bank 
Delaware County Economic Development 
Delaware County Industrial Development Agency 
Delaware National Bank 
Empire State Development Corp. 
Greene County Economic Development 
Key Bank 
National Bank of Delaware County 
NBT Bank 
New York Business Development Corp. 
Rondout Savings Bank 
Small Business Development Centers 
Sullivan County Partnership 
Ulster County Industrial Development Agency 
Ulster County Economic Development 
Ulster Savings Bank 
 

Community Development  
Catskill Center for Conservation and Development 
MARK Project 
Western Catskills Community Revitalization Council 
  
 

Our Partners 

 

Administration & Finance 

Alan Rosa, Executive Director 
James Martin, Finance Director, Business Manager 
Timothy Cox, Corporate Counsel 
Diane Galusha, Communications Director, Education   

Coordinator 
Wendy Loper, Bookkeeper 
Frieda Suess, Secretary 
  
Economic Development 
Barbara Puglisi, Economic Development Director 

Philip Sireci, Program Specialist 
Jason Merwin, Program Specialist/Computers 
Technical Programs 
Leo LaBuda, Environmental Engineering Specialist 
John Mathiesen, Environmental Engineering Specialist 
Kimberlie Ackerley, Stormwater Program Specialist 
Septic Program Specialists: 
Todd Henderson  
John Jacobson  
Larry Kelly  
Charlie Schafer  

CWC Staff 
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T he CWC and I are at an interesting stage 
in our lives. Both of us are having milestone 
birthdays this year (20 and 65), which leads to 
reflection on how far we have come, together.  
 
I have sometimes felt like a parent who guides 
and scolds, watches and worries and hopes for 
the best; a parent who remembers this baby’s 
birth and upbringing by so many people (too 
many of them gone now), and just can’t believe 
it’s been 20 years since we signed the MOA 
and smoked those cigars in celebration. 
 
So, like these fawns, the baby grew and ma-
tured to make its way in a brave new world. A 
child of compromise, the CWC has become a 
confident adult, learning to speak firmly and 
stand its ground, respectfully, on behalf of Wa-
tershed communities. I am so proud to have 
been part of this process from Day 1. 

 
There are exciting plans for the future, too, as 
the CWC prepares to move to a new home, 
about a mile away from the modest building 
that has been our headquarters since 1997. 
We’ll build a handsome, welcoming, efficient 
structure and we will share it with staff from 
the NYC Department of Environmental Pro-
tection. This is a new direction for our partner-
ship, one I believe will strengthen collaboration 
and communication in the Watershed.  
 
The new building, and the positive programs 
emerging from the next 10-year Filtration 
Avoidance Determination, spell busy days 
ahead. I am optimistic, and very certain – the 
best is yet to come.  
 

Alan Rosa 
CWC Executive Director 

Glancing back, forging ahead 
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905 Main St., Margaretville, NY 12455 

www.cwconline.org 

845-586-1400 

Guest photo credits:  
Cover: Kristen Artz, NYC DEP; Michael Holstein 
P. 5 Jay Walden 
P. 16  Tim Cox 
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