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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

January 4, 2022 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Tina Mole’ (Director), Richard Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Arthur 
Merrill (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director by Zoom), Allen Hinkley (Director 
by phone), Thomas Snow (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP by Zoom) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP by Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC by Zoom), 
Timothy Cox (CWC), Jim Eisel (Director), Jessica Feidler (CWC by Zoom), Matt Gianetta (NYCDEP by 
Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS by Zoom), 
Michael Meyer (NYCDEP by Zoom), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH by Zoom), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Skylie 
Roberts (CWC by Zoom), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP by Zoom), John Schwartz (NYCDEP by Zoom), Jeff 
Senterman (Director), Thomas Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom) 

 
I.      Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:32 AM.  

 
II.     Minutes from the December, 2021 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Ashley Bowker Over $25,000.00: Ms. Bowker’s project is located at 58 ½ High Street, 

Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Walton. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction. Ms. Bowker’s two-year 
project deadline is June 24, 2023. Her proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 
66 linear feet of gravity pipe, 207 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 120 linear feet 
of Presby pipe, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 
remove five large trees, 60 linear feet of access road, 45 linear feet of vent pipe and site 
restoration. Ms. Bowker’s contractor has submitted a quote for $29,980.00 to build this 
system. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Ashley Bowker in the amount not to exceed 
$29,980.00 to build her septic system. 

 
B. Jack Brissette Over $25,000.00: Mr. Brissette’s project is located at 39285 State 

Highway 23, Grand Gorge, New York 12434, in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer is 
Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Lester Parker. Mr. Brisette’s two-year 
project deadline is April 28, 2022. His proposed system will serve a three-bedroom 
house. Major components if this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump 
chamber, 36 linear feet of gravity pipe, 50 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, 
120 linear feet of Presby pipe, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 307 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 100 linear feet of curtain drain, 105 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 68 linear feet of vent pipe and site restoration. Mr. Brissette’s contractor has 
submitted a quote for $29,992.29 to build this system. This amount is slightly below the 
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staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Jack Brissette in the amount not to exceed $29,992.29 to build his septic system. 

 
C. Greg Basmajian Over $25,000.00: Mr. Basmajian’s project located at 5939 Fall Clove 

Road, Delancey, New York 13752, in the Town of Andes. This project is for the Camp 
Nubar caretaker’s house. It is eligible for funding of 100% of reasonable costs through 
the Expanded Septic Program. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor 
is LaFever Excavating. His two-year deadline is December 10, 2023. His proposed septic 
system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of the proposed system will 
include one dosing chamber, 303 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, an 
effluent filter, 225 linear feet of absorption trench, 509 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 110 linear feet of curtain drain, 95 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe and 
site restoration. Mr. Basmajian’s contractor has submitted a quote for $29,290.00 to 
build this system. This amount is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Greg Basmajian in the amount not to exceed 
$29,290.00 to build his septic system.  

 
D. Naomi Umhey Over $25,000.00: Ms. Umhey’s project is located at 16 Kinsey Road, 

Phoenicia, New York 12464, in the Town of Shandaken. This project is for Stone Kill 
Farms, LLC. It is eligible for funding of 100% reasonable costs through the Expanded 
Septic Program. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Kenneth Umhey. Her 
proposed septic system will serve five apartments. Major components of this system will 
include a 1,500 gallon septic tank, a dosing chamber, 125 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 900 square feet of absorption bed, 245 linear feet of 
improved swale, 230 linear feet of access road, 20 linear feet of 18” culvert pipe and site 
restoration. Ms. Umhey’s contractor has submitted a quote for $26,390.75 to build this 
system. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Naomi Umhey in the amount not to exceed 
$26,390.75 to build her septic system. 

 
E. Wayne Caffery Additional Cost: Mr. Caffery’s project is located at 155 Fitch Road, 

Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Walton. His engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. His contractor is Robinson Bros. Excavation. This project was previously 
approved for $27,426.50. A large amount of groundwater was encountered during 
construction. 90 linear feet of proposed swale was changed to 100 linear feet of curtain. 
A deteriorated culvert discharging toward the absorption field was replaced with a new 
30 linear foot 12 inch culvert to divert water away from the septic system. The 
contractor has requested $1,804.80 for the additional work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional item will be 
$29,231.30. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Wayne Caffery in the amount not to exceed $1,804.80 
for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
 

F. Noah Ennis Additional Costs: Mr. Ennis’ project is located at 1855 Davis Hollow Road, 
Andes, New York 13731, in the Town of Andes. His engineer is Jarrett Engineers. His 
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contractor is Delaware Bulldozing. His project was previously approved for a cost of 
$38,950.00. A large amount of groundwater was encountered during construction. 75 
linear feet of a proposed swale was changed to 100 linear feet of curtain drain and 50 
linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe. The contractor has also requested $2,132.50 for 
the added work and $1,890.00 for material price increases. He has provided 
documentation for what he paid. Staff believes that the allowable cost for material price 
increases is $1,818.00. $3,950.50 is a reasonable and justified amount for total 
additional costs to build this system. The total project cost with this additional amount 
will be $42,900.50. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse Noah Ennis in the amount not to exceed $3,950.50 
for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
G. Jesse Haskin Additional Costs: Mr. Haskin’s project is located at 380 Bull Hill Road, 

Gilboa, New York 12076, in the Town of Conesville. His engineer is John Bolger. His 
contractor is Hilltop Excavation and Logging. This project was previously approved for 
$39,900.00.. The contractor has requested an additional $1,881.24 for material price 
increases. He has provided documentation of what he paid. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be 
$41,781.24. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Jesse Haskin in the amount not to exceed $1,881.24 for 
additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
H. Richard Placke Additional Costs: Mr. Placke’s project is located at 48 Baker Road, 

Phoenicia, New York 12464, in the Town of Shandaken. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His 
contractor is Sam I Am. This project was previously approved for $24,500.00. An 18 inch 
culvert was extended 15 linear feet after absorption fill material was installed. 60 cubic 
yards of random fill material was brought in to decrease the slope of the absorption field 
to prevent erosion. Mr. Placke’s contractor has requested $2,367.80 for the additional 
work. The total project cost with this additional amount will be $26,867.80. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Richard Placke in the amount not to exceed $2,367.80 for additional costs to 
build his septic system.  

 
I. Bertha Rogers Additional Cost: Ms. Roger’s project is located at 6430 County Highway 

16, Delhi, NY 13753 in the Town of Franklin. Her engineer is Paul Gossen. Her contractor 
is Catskill Underground Services. This project was previously approved for $33,476.33. 
The contractor has requested $782.00 for material cost increases. He provided 
documentation of what he paid. Staff believes a reasonable and justified amount is 
$571.80. The total project cost with this additional item will be $34,048.13, The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Bertha Rogers in the amount not to exceed $571.80 for additional costs to 
build her septic system.  

 
J. Joseph Topornycky Additional Cost: Mr. Topornycky’s project is located at 2135 

Platte Clove Road, Elka Park, New York 12427, in the Town of Hunter. His engineer is 
Rothe Engineering. His contractor is Craig Bates Trucking and Excavating. His project 
was previously approved for $25,618.00. It was determined during construction that a 
new power service for the pump chamber had to be installed on the other side of the 
road to satisfy power company requirements. The contractor has requested $1,900.00 
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for the added work. This cost appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project 
cost with this additional amount will be $27,518.00. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph Topornycky 
in the amount not to exceed $1,900.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
K. Nathan Williams Additional Cost: Mr. Williams’ project is located at 277 Maple Lane, 

New Kingston, New York 12459 in the Town of Middletown. His engineer is Rex Sanford. 
His contractor is Mammoth Excavation. His project was previously approved for 
$48,394.90. The existing septic tank. which was to be re-used, was discovered to be 
leaking during construction. It had to be replaced.  Additional cobbles were required to 
maintain the access road during very wet conditions. An existing culvert pipe had to be 
replaced. The contractor has requested $5,235.85 for the added work. Staff believes that 
$4,884.85 is a reasonable amount for the work.  The total project cost with these 
additional items will be $53,279.75. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
bought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Nathan Williams in the amount not to 
exceed $4,884.85 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
L. Melanie Watson Additional Cost: Ms. Watson’s project is a Second Time Repair located 

at 3466 County Highway 47, Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Tompkins. Her 
engineer is Sander Engineering. Her contractor is Robinson Brothers Excavating. Her 
project was previously approved for $29,950.00. An additional curtain drain had to be 
installed to divert runoff, groundwater and roof runoff. The contractor has requested 
$1,458.90 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total project cost with this additional item will be $31,408.90. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Melanie Watson in the amount not to exceed $1,458.90 for additional costs to build his 
septic system. 

 
 

M. Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity in the Septic 
Maintenance Program. 59 homeowners were reimbursed for pump outs over the past 
month. 604 homeowners have been reimbursed for pump outs this year. This number is 
above last year. 

 
N. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 

 
O. Septic Update: 32 homeowners were reimbursed for septic system repairs last month. 

254 homeowners have been reimbursed for septic system repairs this year. Jason 
thanked Septic Program staff for hard work, diplomacy and sometimes heavy-
handedness to get this number of system repairs done despite program shutdowns and 
bad weather.   

 
 

P. Other: The Annual Reimbursement Program has been extended every year since 2005. 
This program allows reimbursement to homeowners who have had their septic systems 
repaired or replaced during the year regardless of their priority area.  Phoenicia was the 
only community to vote down participation in the New Sewage Treatment 
Infrastructure Program. Residents within the Hamlet of Phoenicia are not eligible for the 
Septic System Rehabilitation and Replacement Program, but they can apply for the 
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Annual Reimbursement Program. NYCDEP has no plans to revisit Phoenicia. Some 
homeowners who would have been eligible for Septic Program funding paid for repairs 
while the program was closed. Mitch knows of a couple of small businesses who may 
apply as well. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to extend the Annual Reimbursement to allow reimbursement to 
homeowners who repaired their septic systems during the year but were not eligible for 
program funding. 

 
Jason informed the Committee that the Buena Vista Inn in Delhi had applied to the 
Expanded Septic Program. Jason, Tim Cox, Mitch Hull and John Jacobson attended a 
meeting with the Mayor, Village Engineer, Plant Operator and the owner of the Buena 
Vista on December 29, 2021 to discuss the possibility of extending the sewer main so 
that the business could be connected. The meeting seemed to go well. The owner would 
have to coordinate. The Village will have to approve the extension and connection. The 
main would have to cross State Highway 28. There would have to be a pump station for 
the Buena Vista. The Village will have to pass a resolution to accept the Buena Vista 
connection to their wastewater collection system. 
 
Jason reviewed the chart of Septic Program funding. At an average cost of $32,000.00 
per system, we are currently about 15 systems short. A payment of $1.8 million is 
expected. That amount will pay for 56 septic systems. Subtracting 15 from that number, 
42 new homeowners could be signed up. We are still receiving large numbers of calls 
asking about the program. That number of openings will go quickly. Another $1.8 
million is expected in April. Staff will prioritize the worst failures.  
 
Jason also discussed a contract amendment offered by NYCDEP. This amendment will 
allow the program to fully open for addition property owners. Up to 600 could be in the 
backlog. NYCDEP wants the two-year deadline written into the contract. CWC can still 
approve extensions with written justification. Art Merrill and Tina Mole’ thanked Jason 
for hard work and persistence in his negotiations to bring this about. Tom Snow asked 
for a date when this CWC will receive this added funding. Dave Warne said that they 
want to move as quickly as they can. He said that the new administration and 
comptroller just coming into office will have to be briefed. He couldn’t give a date. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
accept the Amendment to the Septic Program Contract.  
 
 

 
IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for February 1, 2022. 

 
V.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:18 AM.  


