
1 
 

Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

January 5, 2021 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Tina Mole’ (Director, in person), Richard Parete (Director by 
Zoom), Anthony Van Glad (Director by Zoom), Arthur Merrill (Director by Zoom), 
Mark Tuthill (Director by Zoom), Thomas Hoyt (Director by Zoom), Allen Hinkley 
(Director by Zoom), Thomas Snow (Director by Zoom), Alan Rosa (CWC in person), 
David Warne (NYCDEP by Zoom) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (Ulster County by Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director by Zoom), 
Timothy Cox (CWC in person), Matt Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC 
in person), John Jacobson (CWC in person), Innes Kasanof (Director by Zoom), 
Christopher Matthews (Director by Zoom), Jason Merwin (CWC in person), Lisa 
Melville (NYSDOS by Zoom), Michael Meyer (NYCDEP by Zoom), Patrick Palmer 
NYSDOH by Zoom), Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP by Zoom), John Schwartz (NYCDEP by 
Zoom), Jeff Senterman (Director by Zoom), Jim Sofranko (Director by Zoom), Tom 
Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Cambria Tallman (CWC in person) 
 

I. The meeting was called to order at 9:32 AM by Arthur Merrill.  
 

II.      Minutes from the December, 2020 Committee Meeting were reviewed     
and approved as written. 

 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Alexander Begley Over $25,000.00: Mr. Begley’s project is located 

at 161 Begley Road in the Town of Windham. His engineer is 
Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavating. 
His proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system will include a heavy duty 1.000 gallon 
septic tank, 15 linear feet of gravity pipe, 182 linear feet of force main, 
42 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 160 cubic yards of random 
fill, three peat modules, one effluent filter and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received. They were for $35,432.00, $36,350.00 and 
$37,300.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Belgian Trucking & 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Alexander Begley in the amount not to exceed $35,432.00 to build his 
septic system. 
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B. Joann Goodrich Over $25,000.00: Ms. Goodrich’s project is located 
at 46 Brook Street in the Town of Hunter. Her engineer is Kaaterskill 
Associates. Her contractor is Sunshine Valley Landscape & 
Construction. Her proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom 
house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank, one pump chamber, 92 linear feet of gravity pipe, 32 
linear feet of force main, 556 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
192 square feet of Eljen mats, 7 cubic yards of C-33 sand, one effluent 
filter, one distribution box and site restoration. Ms. Goodrich’s 
contractor has submitted a quote for $29,450.00. This amount is well 
below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joann Goodrich in the 
amount not to exceed $29,450.00 to build her septic system. 

 
C. Douglass Hughes Over $25,000.00: Mr. Hughes’ project is located at 

35 Ski Bowl Road in the Town of Hunter. His engineer is Steven 
Schildhorn. His contractor is James Rion Construction. His proposed 
septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system will include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 32 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 27 linear feet of force main, 182 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, three peat modules, one effluent filter, 50 
linear feet of curtain drain, 15 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
30 linear feet of access road, excavate and spread a cut/fill area, 
remove one very large tree and site restoration. Mr. Hughes’ 
contractor has submitted a quote for $29,330.00 to build this system. 
This amount is well below the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Douglas Hughes in the amount not to exceed $29,330.00 to build his 
septic system.  

 
D. Ronald Koch Over $25,000.00: Mr. Koch’s project is located at 584 

County Route 23C in the Town of Ashland. His engineer is Kaaterskill 
Associates. His contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavation. His 
proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, one 
siphon chamber, 135 linear feet of gravity pipe, 1,014 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 275 linear feet of absorption trench, one 
distribution box, one effluent filter, 115 linear feet of curtain drain, 95 
linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 25 linear feet of steel sleeve, 
150 linear feet of access road and extensive site restoration. Three 
quotes were received. They were for $64,500.00, $68,720.00 and 
$71,845.00. This design was an example that Jason Merwin presented 
at last month’s Committee Meeting when expensive plans were 
discussed. An alternative design submitted by another engineer was 
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turned down by DEP, A large amount of fill is required because of the 
steep slope and a very long lower taper. This system is on a greater 
than 15% slope. New York State requires a slope of less than 15% to 
construct an absorption field. There was discussion over whether a 
variance can be given for steep slopes. Matt Gianetta said that on 
occasion, though rare, DEP does give a variance on a repair. The 
lowest quote, submitted by Belgian Trucking and Excavation, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that Ronald Koch be 
reimbursed in the amount not to exceed $64,500.00 to build his septic 
system.  

 
E. Vanessa Merlis Over $25,000.00: Ms. Merlis’ project is located at 91 

Bonnefund Road in the Town of Walton. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her Contractor is LaFever Excavating. Her proposed 
septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system will include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 22 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 110 linear feet of force main, 124 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, four peat modules, one effluent filter and site 
restoration. Ms. Merlis’ contractor has submitted a quote for 
$29,650.00 to build this system. This amount is just below the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. No 
change orders are foreseen. The Committee recommended that 
Vanessa Merlis be reimbursed in the amount not to exceed 
$29,650.00 to build her septic system.  

 
F. George Troisgos Over $25,000.00: Mr. Troisgos’ project is located at 

159 Hog Mountain Road in the Town of Middletown. His engineer is 
Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Don Allen Excavating. His 
proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, one 
siphon chamber, 145 linear feet of gravity pipe, 254 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of absorption trench, one 
effluent filter, one distribution box, 95 linear feet of curtain drain, 55 
linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe and site restoration. Mr. 
Troisgos’ contractor has submitted a quote for $27,615.00 to build 
this system. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse George Troisgos in the amount not to exceed 
$27,615.00 to build his septic system.  

 
G. Satsko Watanabe Over $25,000.00: Ms. Watanabe’s project is 

located at 224 Tarigo High Road in the Town of Middletown. Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Mammoth Excavation. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
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components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 133 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 190 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
250 linear feet of conventional absorption trench, an effluent filter, 
one distribution box, 190 linear feet of access road, remove 12 trees 
and site restoration. Ms. Wanatabe’s contractor has submitted a quote 
for $26,919.28 to build this system. The contractor is from Pine Bush 
near Middletown. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Satsko Watanabe 
in the amount not to exceed $26,919.28 to build her septic system.  

 
H. Nicholas Adamski Additional Cost: Mr. Adamski’s project is located 

at 2099 John Tuttle Road in the Town of Middletown. His engineer is 
Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Hubbell, Inc. The project 
was previously approved for $28,750.00. Since the design approval 
for Mr. Adamski’s replacement septic system, another contractor 
cleared trees. Several large trees and stumps were removed. The 
engineer felt that the area had the absorption field had been 
disturbed. He recommended that an additional 45 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material be added to the base of the new absorption 
field. The contractor has requested $1,767.00 for the additional 
materials and work. This cost appears to be reasonable and justified. 
With this addition, the total project cost will be $30,517.00. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Nicholas Adamski in the amount not 
to exceed $1,767.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
I. Leanna Click Additional Cost: Ms. Click’s project is located at 1636 

Frost Valley Road in the Town of Denning. Mitch Hull noted that the 
Town listed on the agenda was Shandaken. This was an error. Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Estes Plumbing and 
Excavation. The project was previously approved for $22,950.00. 
When digging for the septic tank and pump chamber, the contractor 
encountered an old cesspool. It had to be dug out and filled with bank 
run gravel. Several large boulders were encountered while digging for 
the force main and absorption bed. Additional machine time and fill 
material was required. There was little usable material on site for 
bedding and backfill of both the force main and absorption bed. Fill 
material was brought in. The boulders had to be placed outside the 
construction area and unsuitable material was graded and reclaimed 
to the extent possible. The contractor has requested an additional 
$6,624.85 for the additional materials and work. The cost appears to 
be reasonable and justified. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Leanna Click in the amount not to exceed $6,624.85 for additional 
costs to build her septic system.  
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J. Meagan Friedman Additional Cost: Ms. Friedman’s project is located at 270 
Ballard Road in the Town of Roxbury. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. 
Her contractor is Romosa Excavation. The project was previously 
approved for $26,322.06. Due to variations in the topography it was 
necessary for the contractor to add 30 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material to the leach field. The contractor has requested $914.70 for 
added materials and work. The cost appears to be reasonable and 
justified. This will bring the total project cost to $27,236.76. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Meagan Friedman in the amount not 
to exceed $914.76 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
K. Yvonne Fuller Additional Cost: Ms. Fuller’s project is located at 411 

High Point Mountain Road in the Town of Olive. This project is a 
second time repair. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is 
Eberhardt Excavation. The project was previously approved for 
$24,963.54. During construction, a second sewer line exiting the 
house was discovered. This line was under a slab and lower in 
elevation. A new low profile 1,000 gallon septic tank was installed. 
Low profile septic tanks cost more. A large excavator was necessary 
to carry the tank into place. The two sewer lines had to be connected 
to it. While digging to install the tank, bedrock was encountered. A 
hammer was used for three and a half days to achieve proper depth. 
300 feet of trench had to be hammered to install piping. Extra 
machine time was needed to remove overburden and spread it. The 
contractor used material excavated onsite to cover overburden and 
the additional sewer line. The contractor has requested an additional 
$12,961.88. This cost appears to be reasonable and justified. This will 
bring the total project cost to $37.925.43. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Yvonne Fuller in the amount not to exceed 
$12,961.88 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
L. Don Fullington Additional Cost: Mr. Fullington’s project is located at 

167 Bailey Road in the Town of Gilboa. His engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. His contractor is Parkerworks Excavating. The project 
was previously approved for $24,500.00. An access road was not on 
the plan. When trucks arrived and construction the ground was too 
soft to continue without an access road. An access road was built. It 
was 350 feet long and 12 feet wide. The contractor has requested 
$3,500.00 for added materials and work. This cost appears to be 
reasonable and justified. This will bring the total project cost to 
$28,000.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Don Fullington in 
the amount not to exceed $3,500.00 for additional costs to build his 
septic system.  
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M. Ronicka Hougen Additional Cost: Ms. Hougen’s project is located at 

2744 East Hubbell Hill Road in the Town of Middletown.  Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Chad Davis Construction. 
The project was previously approved for $32,270.86. When digging to 
install the septic tank bedrock was encountered. The contractor 
rented an excavator with a hammer to achieve appropriate depth. He 
hammered for 12 hours. The contractor has requested $3,300.00 for 
the additional work. This cost appears to be reasonable and justified. 
This will bring the total project cost to $35,570.86. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Ronicka Hougen in the amount not to exceed 
$3,300.00 for additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
N. Carol Smith Cunningham Over $25,000.00: Ms. Smith Cunningham’s project 

is located at 2200 Cape Horn Road in the Town of Bovina. Her 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is LaFever 
Excavating. The project was previously approved for $3,823.04 for a 
septic tank installation. The new septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Most of the major components will include a siphon 
chamber, 271 linear feet of gravity pipe, 313 cubic yards of absorption 
fill material, 225 linear feet of absorption trench, one distribution box, 
105 linear feet of improved swale and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received. They were for $27,500.00, $32,100.00 and $34,500.00. 
The lowest quote, submitted by LaFever Excavating, is within 10% of 
the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. Including the septic tank, the total project cost will be 
$31,323.04. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Carol Smith 
Cunningham in the amount not to exceed $27,500.00 to build her 
septic system. 

 
O. Septic Maintenance: Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity in 

the Septic Maintenance Program. 52 homeowners were reimbursed 
for pump outs over the past month. 504 homeowners were 
reimbursed for pump out costs over the past year. This number is the 
most ever. 

 
P. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 

 
Q. Septic Update: 24 homeowners were reimbursed for septic system 

repairs last month. The total number of repairs paid for in 2020 was 
269. This number is higher than the past few years. In 2019, the 
program reimbursed 240 homeowners for septic system repairs. 
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R. Other: Tim Cox discussed the Reimbursement Program. Homeowners 
outside of priority areas who have paid for septic system repairs have 
been able to apply for reimbursement through this program. Currently this 
program is available for costs of repairs approved by DEP until 
December 31, 2019. In the time since the Septic Program was 
available to residents watershed wide, project costs reimbursed 
through this program have been residents within the proposed 
Phoenicia Sewer District. Currently the Septic Program is closed to 
new applicants. If the Reimbursement Program is made available to 
homeowners who repaired systems over the past year it would cover 
both residents within the proposed Phoenicia Sewer District and 
anyone else who paid for a repair while the program was closed to 
new applicants. Mitch Hull knows of only two septic tank 
replacements done that would be eligible for this funding. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to extend eligibility for the Reimbursement 
Program to homeowners who paid for septic system repairs before 
December 31, 2020.  

 
Innes Kasanof expressed concern about the growing number of low 
bidding contractors requesting additional costs. Contractors do not 
include rock hammering in their bids. This cost is difficult to predict. 
Some contractors seem to be prone to apply for additional costs. CWC 
funds should not be looked at as a “cash cow.” Anthony Van Glad said 
he was worried that engineers are not doing adequate research. Soil 
and Water maps have detailed soil information but are not always 
completely accurate. Contractors do not always break down costs on 
bids. They all have our bid form that itemizes components. CWC staff 
reviews plans and completes cost estimates on each one. Staff 
members have been spending more time on construction sites. 
Engineers are required to detail and verify need for additional costs in 
writing.  
 
David Warne informed the Committee that DEP is reaching out to 
Code Enforcement Officers in the watershed to make sure they have 
proper contact information. DEP is sharing current watershed 
regulations with them and offering virtual question and answer 
sessions.  
 
The backlog that caused the Septic Program to close to new applicants 
has decreased to 327. There are five projects waiting for approvals. 
They will bring it down to 322. Jason Merwin said that he hopes for 
re-opening the program in the spring. We need to get the backlog 
down enough that we can keep the program open. Alan Rosa said that 
the CWC must have enough money to pay for the projects on hand. 
Costs are only getting higher. The CWC is allowed to have $9 million 
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in the bank. The average septic system costs $29,000.00 including 
administrative costs, engineering fees and construction costs. 327 
septic systems will likely cost over $9 million. Currently we have 
$10.2 million on hand. At the current average costs, the program 
would have to shut down again after 12 new projects were identified. 
David Warne said that DEP wants the program to have adequate cash 
flow but is trying to balance that with worries about excess costs.  
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for February 2, 2021. 
 
 

V.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 AM.  
 

 


