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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

February 1, 2022 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Tina Mole’ (Director), Richard Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), 
Arthur Merrill (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), 
Thomas Snow (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP by Zoom) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP by Zoom), Nick Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs by 
Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC by Zoom), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jim Eisel 
(Director), Jessica Feidler (CWC by Zoom), Matt Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), 
John Jacobson (CWC), Kent Manual (Delaware County Planning by Zoom), Jim Martin (CWC), Lisa 
Melville (NYSDOS by Zoom), Michael Meyer (NYCDEP by Zoom), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Skylie 
Roberts (CWC by Zoom), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP by Zoom), Jeff Senterman (Director), Thomas Stalter 
(NYCDEP by Zoom) 

 
I.      Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:24 AM.  

 
II.     Minutes from the January, 2022 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Dan Gutman Over $25,000.00: Mr. Gutman’s project is located at 462 Little Timber 

Road, Jewett, New York 12444 in the Town of Jewett. His engineer is Christopher 
DiChiaro. His contractor is C&C Excavating. Mr. Gutman signed into the program 
before the two-year deadline was required. His proposed septic system will serve a 
six-bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 2,000 gallon 
septic tank, one pump chamber, one grinder pump, 75 linear feet of gravity pipe, 80 
linear feet of force main, 50 linear feet of one and a quarter inch pipe, 82 cubic yards 
of absorption fill material, 440 linear feet of Presby pipe, 39 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 
one effluent filter, one distribution box, remove trees and brush, 140 linear feet of 
access road, 25 linear feet of vent pipe, set the tanks with a large excavator, 90 linear 
feet of curtain drain, 15 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 20 linear feet of sleeve, 
shuttle material under a deck, concrete ballast and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were for $68,700.00, $69,000.00 and $69,500.00. 
The lowest quote, submitted by C&C Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Dan Gutman 
in the amount not to exceed $68,700.00 to build his septic system. 

 
B. Sarah Hamill Over $25,000.00: Ms. Hamill’s project is located at 786 County 

Highway 21, Windham, New York 12496, in the Town of Windham. Her engineer is 
Praetorius & Conrad. Her contractor is Van Etten Trucking. Ms. Hamill’s two-year 
project deadline is July 22, 2022. Her proposed system will serve a three-bedroom 
house. Major components if this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a 
siphon chamber, 73 linear feet of gravity pipe, 547 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 250 linear feet of absorption trench, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 
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85 linear feet of access road, 120 linear feet of curtain drain, 50 linear feet of curtain 
drain outlet pipe, remove 15 trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were for $38,000.00, $41,489.39 and $66,489.39. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Van Etten Trucking, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Sarah Hamill in the 
amount not to exceed $38,000.00 to build her septic system. 

 
C. Joseph Harrison Over $25,000.00: Mr. Harrison’s project located at 4311 Route 

214, Hunter, New York 12442, in the Town of Hunter. His engineer is Steven 
Schildhorn. His contractor is James Rion Construction. Mr. Harrison’s two-year 
deadline is May 25, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom 
house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, one 
pump chamber, 20 linear feet of gravity pipe, 45 linear feet of force main, three peat 
modules, 65 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 245 cubic yards of random fill 
material, 70 linear feet of curtain drain, 25 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
remove three trees, excavate and spread material from a cut and fill area and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $29,950.00, 
$46,000.00 and $48,245.00. The lowest quote, submitted by James Rion Construction, 
is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. Staff 
discussed the quote with him. He seldom asks for additional costs. He has his own fill 
material which helps him save costs. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph Harrison in the amount 
not to exceed $29,950.00 to build his septic system.  

 
D. Michael Boushee Additional Costs: Mr. Boushee’s project is located at 49 

Grandview Acres, Phoenicia, New York 12464, in the Town of Shandaken. His 
engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Eberhardt Excavation. This project was 
previously approved for $24,443.94. The contractor damaged an existing unmarked 
propane line while digging for the proposed septic system and curtain drain. The line 
had to be replaced from the propane tank to the house. The contractor has requested 
$1,450,00 for the added work. This cost appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total project cost with this additional amount will be $25,893.94. Some Committee 
members felt that the engineer should have inspected the site more thoroughly. The 
homeowner should know the location of their propane line. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Michael Boushee in the amount not to exceed $1,450.00 for additional 
costs to build his septic system. Tom Snow, Allen Hinkley and Tom Hoyt were 
opposed.  

 
E. William Browning Additional Cost: Mr. Browning’s project is located at 1544 Pines 

Brook Road, Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Walton. His engineer is Sander 
Engineering. His contractor is Tweedie Construction. This project was previously 
approved for $29,995.00. The contractor has requested an additional $2,000.00 due 
to material price increases. He has provided documentation of what he paid. Staff 
believes a reasonable and justified amount is $941.41.  The total project cost with this 
additional item will be $30,936.41. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse William Browning in the amount 
not to exceed $941.41 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
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F. Sharon Lipovsky Additional Costs: Ms. Lipovsky’ project is located at 6 Erika’s 
Walk, Mount Tremper, New York 12457, in the Town of Woodstock. Her engineer is 
Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Her project was previously 
approved for $45,685.72. The contractor damaged an existing unmarked propane 
line and water line while digging for the proposed septic tank and dosing chamber. 
Both lines had to be repaired. The contractor has requested $1,436.00 for the added 
work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost with 
this additional amount will be $47,121.72. Some Committee members felt that the 
engineer should have been aware of this line. Mark Tuthill said that a letter should be 
sent to Rex Sanford telling him to inspect sites more closely. Propane lines are 
unmarked. Dig Safely New York will not locate them. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Sharon 
Lipovsky in the amount not to exceed $1,436.00 for additional costs to build her 
septic system. Tom Snow, Allen Hinkley and Tom Hoyt were opposed. 

 
G. Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity in the Septic 

Maintenance Program. 30 homeowners were reimbursed for pump outs over the past 
month. This was the highest number ever in January. 

 
H. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 

 
I. Septic Update: 16 homeowners were reimbursed for septic system repairs last 

month. This number is about average.   
 

J. Other:  Jason informed the Committee that $1.8 million invoiced for the first quarter 
of this year has been received. $7.5 million has been invoiced that will enable the 
Septic Program to sign up an additional 234 homeowners.  In April another $2.25 
million can be invoiced. This will allow the Septic Program to operate continuously. 
Jason noted that Front Office and Septic Program staff have answered large numbers 
of phone calls while the program has been shut down. Art Merrill said that Jason had 
done a great job negotiating for improved flow of funding for the program. 

 
Mitch informed the Committee that the new Schedule of Values is going out today. 
PVC pipe has increased substantially. So have other materials.  
 
The Village of Delhi passed a Resolution to accept the Buena Vista Motel sewage into 
the municipal collection system. Staff will meet with the owner and his engineer to 
discuss moving the project forward.  
 
Jason informed the Committee that the engineering bill for the FSH Lodge at 
Neversink LLC (the former New Age Health Spa) is higher than any we have ever had. 
This was our biggest project to date, with a design flow of about 11,000 gallons per 
day. Delaware Engineering was the designer. Initially the bill was for $65,000. After 
deductions were taken out, it was $42,000.00. Construction costs covered by the 
program are about $312,000.00. The property owner has been notified of what we 
intend to pay. They may want to appeal. 

 
 More septic systems were completed in 2021 than in 2019. Efficiency has been 
improved greatly by the two-year deadline. In 2019, systems averaged 819 days from 
sign up to completion. In 2020, the average was 714 days. In 2021 the average time 
from sign up to completion was reduced to 634 days.  
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$6 million in Septic Program funds was paid to 76 contractors in 2021. The average 
paid was $8,000.00 each. The highest paid contractor received $600,000.00. The 
lowest was $300.00. $700,000.00 was paid to 20 engineers. 
 
 Jason expressed concern about the number of engineers available to do septic system 
designs in the Watershed. A number are retiring. Homeowners hire engineers. No list 
is provided.  
 
Tim reviewed the history of the contractor list we once gave out to homeowners. A 
pumper who did not have a license but continued to do pump outs was taken off the 
list. CWC received a letter from his lawyer. The list was discontinued.  

 
IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for March 1, 2022. 

 
V.           The meeting was adjourned at 9:54 AM.  


