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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

March 1, 2022 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Tina Mole’ (Director), Richard Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), 
Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director by Zoom), Thomas 
Snow (Director by Zoom), Jason Merwin (CWC), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH), David Warne 
(NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Nick Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs by 
Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Mary Crisafulli 
(The Reporter), Jim Eisel (Director), Delaware County Industrial Development Agency,  Jessica 
Feidler (CWC by Zoom), Matt Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson 
(CWC), Sonia Lopez (CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), Jim Martin (CWC), Michael Meyer 
(NYCDEP by Zoom), Christiana Mones (CWC Legal Intern), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH), Barbara 
Puglisi (CWC), John Schwartz (NYCDEP),  Jeff Senterman (Director), Thomas Stalter (NYCDEP 
by Zoom) 

 
I.      Tina Mole’ called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM.  

 
II.     Minutes from the February, 2022 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved 

as written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Rebecca Degondea Over $25,000.00: Ms. Degondea’s project is located at 121 

West Shokan Heights, West Shokan, New York 12494 in the Town of Olive. Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Ms. 
Degondea’s two-year deadline is June 11, 2023. Her proposed septic system will 
serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of the proposed system will 
include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, one pump chamber, 20 linear feet of gravity 
pipe, 125 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 465 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 800 square feet of absorption bed, 120 
linear feet of curtain drain, 65 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 215 linear 
feet of access road, excavate and spread a cut and fill area and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $53,500.00, 
$54,280.00 and $55,132.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Chad Davis 
Contracting, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Rebecca Degondea in the 
amount not to exceed $53,500.00 to build her septic system. 

 
B. Peter Kelahar Over $25,000.00: Mr. Kelaher’s project is located at 24 Dutav’s 

Way, Bearsville, New York 12409, in the Town of Woodstock. His engineer is 
Christopher DiChiaro. His contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Kelahar’s 
two-year project deadline is July 13, 2022. His proposed system will serve a 
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two-bedroom house. Major components if this system will include a 1,000 
gallon H20 septic tank, one H20 pump chamber, 140 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
57 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 290 cubic 
yards of absorption fill material, 200 linear feet of absorption trench, 105 linear 
feet of improved swale, remove 15 very large trees and stumps and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for 
$49,100.00, $49,923.17 and $50,250.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Chad 
Davis Contracting, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Peter Kelahar 
in the amount not to exceed $49,100.00 to build his septic system. 

 
C. David Lalonde Over $25,000.00: Mr. Lalonde’s project located at 95 Stewart 

Drive, Maplecrest, New York 12496, in the Town of Windham. His engineer is 
Kaaterskill Associates. His contractor is Ryan Martin. Mr. Lalonde’s two-year 
deadline is September 15, 2023. His proposed septic system is designed for six 
bedrooms. He is building a new two-bedroom house on the property. Only the 
existing four-bedroom house is eligible for Septic Program funding. Major 
components of this system as designed will include one 1,000 gallon septic tank, 
one 1,250 gallon septic tank, one pump chamber, 137 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
260 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, two effluent filters, 819 cubic 
yards of absorption fill material, 500 linear feet of absorption trench, 125 linear 
feet of curtain drain, 30 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, two cleanouts, 
five risers, three check dams, 155 linear feet of access road and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $78,300.00, 
$81,590.0 and $86,627.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Ryan Martin, is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The homeowner is responsible for the portion of the system serving the 
new two-bedroom house. The cost of this part of the system according to the 
Schedule of Values is $18,208.83. $78,300.00 - $18,208.83 = $60,091.17. This 
house is a nonprimary residence, eligible for 60% reimbursement. $60,091.17 X 
60% = $36,054.70. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse David Lalonde in the amount not to 
exceed $36,054.70 to build his septic system.  

 
D. Ann Schlosser Over $25,000.00: Ms. Schlosser’s project is located at 446 

Smith Road, Walton, NY 13856 in the Town of Walton. Her engineer is Steele 
Brook Engineering. Her contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction. Ms. 
Schlossser’s two-year deadline is May 13, 2023. Her proposed septic system 
will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system will include 
a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 192 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 261 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
160 linear feet of absorption trench, 105 linear feet of curtain drain, 75 linear 
feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove three trees and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were for $38,200.00, $40,490.00 
and $41,873.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction, is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
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Board of Directors to reimburse Ann Schlosser in the amount not to exceed 
$38,200.00 to build her septic system.  

 
E. Sherret Chase Over $25,000.00: Mr. Chase’s project is located at 187 Chase 

Road, Shokan, New York 12481, in the Town of Olive. His engineer is Joseph 
Boek, P.E. His contractor is Chase Construction Management, Inc. Mr. Chase’s 
two-year deadline is August 13, 2023. This property is owned by Ticeteneyck, 
LLC. There are three houses on the property. The project is eligible for 
Expanded Septic Program funding for apartments. The proposed septic system 
will serve a four-bedroom house. The design flow is 440 gallons per day. Major 
components of this system will include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a pump 
chamber, 47 linear feet of gravity pipe, 105 linear feet of force main, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 121 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
275 linear feet of absorption trench and site restoration. Tim Cox pointed out 
that Mr. Chase is a member of the Ticeteneyck, LLC and is also the contractor. 
After extensive negotiations, the contractor submitted a quote for $26,280.50 to 
build this system. This amount is with 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Sherret 
Chase in the amount not to exceed $26,280.50 to build his septic system. 
 

F. David Osherow Over $25,000.00: Mr. Osherow’s project is located at 40-44 
Bonnie Brae Lane, Shokan, NY 12481 in the Town of Olive. His engineer is 
Christopher DiChiaro. His contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Osherow’s 
two-year deadline is June 17, 2022. Thankful Acres LLC owns this property. The 
proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house and two one-bedroom 
apartments. It is eligible for Expanded Septic Program funding. The design flow 
is 440 gallons per day. Major components of this system will include two 1,000 
gallon septic tanks, one pump chamber, 144 linear feet of gravity pipe, 108 
linear feet of force main, one distribution box, 38 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 300 linear feet of Presby pipe, 29 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 60 linear 
feet of curtain drain, 50 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 20 linear feet of 
four-inch sleeve, four clean outs and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were for $39,024.00, $39,134.57 and $39,325.00. 
The lowest quote, submitted by Chad Davis Contracting, is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
question was raised whether the contractor could meet the two-year deadline. 
Staff has been putting pressure on contractors to meet deadlines. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse David Osherow in the amount not to exceed $39,024.00 
to build his septic system.  
 

G. Wocester Creameries Corporation Over $25,000.00: This project, also 
known as Mountain Side Farms, is located at 40470 State Route 23, Grand 
Gorge, NY 12434 in the Town of Roxbury. The engineer is Kaaterskill 
Associates. The contractor is Green Acres Construction. The two-year deadline 
is September 21, 2023. It is eligible for Expanded Septic Program funding. The 
proposed septic system has a design flow of 180 gallons per day. Major 
components of this system will include one 1,000 H20 septic tank, one H20 
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pump chamber, H20 pump chamber, 130 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 80 
pipe, 240 linear feet of one and one-half inch Schedule 80 force main, 288 
square feet of Eljen Units, 529 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 10 cubic 
yards of C-33 sand, 165 linear feet of improved swale, two cast-iron clean units, 
three cast iron risers, 50 linear feet of access road and site restoration.  H20 
tanks are heavy duty, for installation in traffic areas. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were for $64,000.000, $64,550.00 and 
$65,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Green Acres Construction, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. Mitch noted a correction. 
Because Worcester Creameries Corporation has more than 21 employees, this 
project is eligible for 75% of the first $100,000.00 of construction costs, not 
100% as stated on the agenda. $64,000.00 X 75% = $48,000.00. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Worcester Creameries Corporation in the amount not to exceed 
$48,000.00 to build their septic system.  
 

H. Michael Boushee Additional Cost: Mr. Boushee’s project is located at 49 
Grandview Acres, Phoenicia, NY 12464 in the Town of Shandaken. His engineer 
is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Paraco. This project was previously approved 
for $25,893.94. After Mr. Boushee’s contractor repaired his gas line damaged 
during septic system construction, Paraco had to reconnect it. The contractor 
has requested $518.38 for the additional work. Staff believes that a fair and 
reasonable cost is $491.58. The total project cost with this additional amount 
will be $26,385.52. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Michael Boushee in the amount not 
to exceed $491.58 for additional costs to build his septic system. Tom Hoyt was 
opposed. 

 
I. Joann Goodrich Additional Cost: Ms. Goodrich’s project is located at 46 Brook 

Street, Hunter, NY 12442 in the Town of Hunter. Her engineer is Kaaterskill 
Associates. Her contractor is Sunshine Valley Landscaping & Construction. Her 
project was previously approved for $29,450.00. The contractor has requested 
an additional $1,000.00 for material price increases. He has supplied 
documentation of what he paid. Staff believes that a reasonable and justified 
amount is $844.68. The total project cost with this added amount will be 
$30,294.68. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse Joann Goodrich in the amount not to exceed 
$844,68 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
J. Evan Korth Additional Cost: Mr. Korth’s project is located at 20 Sherman 

Road, Woodstock, NY 12498 in the Town of Woodstock. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford. His contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Korth’s two-year 
deadline is April 15, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a two-
bedroom house. A 1,000 gallon septic tank was previously installed at a cost of 
$8,838.33. Remaining major components of the system include 150 linear feet 
of gravity pipe, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 120 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 225 linear feet of absorption trench, 70 linear feet of 
access road, remove 12 trees and site restoration. Mr. Korth’s contractor has 
submitted a quote for $20,940.96 to install these components. The total project 
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cost with this added amount will be $29,779.29. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Evan 
Korth in the amount not to exceed $20,940.96 for additional costs to build his 
septic system.  

 
K. Sims Foster Additional Costs: Mr. Foster’s project is located at FSH Lodge at 

Neversink, 7491 State Route 55, Neversink, NY 12705 in the Town of Neversink. 
His engineer is Delaware Engineering. His contractor is Reeves Excavation. This 
project is eligible for funding the Expanded Septic Program. The design flow is 
11,221 gallons per day. It is the largest septic system ever funded by the CWC. 
The project was previously approved for $312,204.69. Large boulders were 
encountered while digging for the leach field. Some were too large to move. A 
hammer was used to achieve necessary depth. Additional fill material was 
required to fill voids left from removed rocks. High groundwater exposed when 
digging trenches for piping made it necessary to use stone for bedding instead 
of sand. Three unknown old septic tanks had to be decommissioned. The 
contractor has requested an additional $7,866.08 for these items. A reasonable 
and justified cost for these items is $7,796.08. The total project cost will be 
$320,000.77 with this added amount. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Sims Foster in 
the amount not to exceed $7,796.08 for additional costs to build his septic 
system.  
 

L. Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity in the 
Septic Maintenance Program. 28 homeowners were reimbursed for pump outs 
over the past month. 58 homeowners have been reimbursed for pump outs this 
year. This is the highest number ever for February. 

 
M. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 

 
N. Septic Update: Ten homeowners were reimbursed for septic system repairs 

last month. Twenty-six homeowners have been reimbursed for septic system 
repairs this year. This number is above average.  

 
O. Other:  Jason informed the Committee that $1.8 million invoiced for the first 

quarter of this year was received. $7.5 million invoiced last month has also been 
received. Total funding available its $18,204,466.23. Three hundred eighteen 
property owners have projects underway. At an average cost of $32,000.00 per 
system, $10,176,000.00 has been allocated. This leaves $8,028,466.23 available 
for new projects. Increased funding will allow program staff to sign up 250 
homeowners.  

 
A meeting for septic pumpers is scheduled at 9:00 AM on March 15. New York 
City owned treatment plants are reducing the septage they will accept from 
71,000 gallons per day to 26,000 gallons per day. Dave Warne explained that 
this is due to both staffing issues and equipment. SPDES Permits are at risk. 
Some pumpers may be bringing septage not related to CWC programs. Pumpers 
have concerns about hauling further. Truck maintenance, time and dumping 
fees will increase costs. Jason invited Board members to attend.  
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Tim Cox reviewed Sherret Chase’s appeal for his project located at 185 Chase 
Road, Shokan, NY 12481 in the Town of Olive. This property is well outside of 
the proposed Shokan Sewer District. It is for a small cottage on a wooded lot. An 
LLC owns the property. The principal of the LLC is also a principal of Chase 
Construction Management, Inc., the contractor on the project. After extensive 
discussion and correspondence with the engineer, staff calculated a reasonable 
and justified construction cost of $21,715.66. The contractor installed several 
curtain drains that were not on the plan. Two access roads were allowed. The 
engineer did not verify a need for rock removal. The contractor added costs for 
an absorption bed. This is a shallow trench system. Excess fill material and 
trench lengths were on the bill. He included engineering fees and a toilet which 
are separate reimbursements. The property is eligible for 60% reimbursement. 
$21,715.66 X 60% = $13,029.40. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to deny Sherret Chase’s 
appeal. The resolution will be put before the Board later today. 
 
Jason informed the Committee that another appeal will be reviewed next month 
for additional costs for the Hanne Vorkapich project. The homeowner and/or 
the contractor may appear. Costs for replacement fill material was denied. 
Checks must be returned when an appeal is made. An appeal request must be 
received at least ten days before the Committee meeting.  
 
A class for contractors and engineers has been scheduled on March 29. 
Representatives from Ecoflo will discuss their systems that use coconut shells 
for filter media. There will be a question and answer session at the end.  

 
IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for April 5 2022. 

 
V.           The meeting was adjourned at 9:58 AM.  


