
Minutes 
CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 

Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, March 2, 2021 @ 9:00 AM 
 
Attendees: Tina Mole (Director), James Sofranko (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), James Eisel (Director),  
Jeff Senterman (Director), Joseph Cetta (Director), Chris Mathews (Director), Via Zoom-David Warne-(DEP).     
 
Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Alan Rosa (CWC), Cambria 
Tullman (CWC), James Martin (CWC), Danyelle Greene (CWC), Sam Costa (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), 
Mark Tuthill (Director), Arthur Merrill (Director), Anthony Van Glad (Director), Rich Parete (Director), Via 
Zoom; Michael Maloney (DOH), Pat Palmer (DOH), Pauline      (DOH), Phil Eskeli (DEP), John Schwartz 
(DEP), Matt Giannetta (DEP), Thomas Stalter (DEP), Nick Sadler (DEP), Mike Meyer (DEP), Deborah 
Fremder (DEP), Aaron Bennett (Ulster County).         
 
The meeting was called to order by James Sofranko at 9:02 AM.  
 
I.              Review minutes from February 2, 2021 meeting. 

Motion made by Joseph Cetta and seconded by James Eisel to approve the February 2, 2021 
minutes. Minutes unanimously approved upon motion.   

 
II.           Wastewater / Stormwater 
 
1. Community Wastewater Management Program 
 
    General Project Updates:   
   
CWMP III      
 
West Conesville - On 7/25/2017 a Block Grant in the amount of $8,411,000.00 was approved by the NYCDEP. 
This will fund the hookup of 54 systems to a Community Septic System. The bid was awarded to Evergreen 
Construction in the amount of $6,483,725.00.  
The Absorption bed cut and fill has been completed and all testing was completed in September. The construction 
of the building is nearing completion. The generator hookups are being completed. A large portion of the 
directional drilling and installation of the force mains has been completed. The piping is estimated to be 66% 
complete.  
An updated schedule to have substantial completion done by June 30, 2021 and final completion done by 
September 30, 2021 has been provided by Evergreen Construction and copies of that schedule are provided to all 
Committee members today. 
Lamont Engineers has submitted the PH system design to DEC and DEP 1/6/21. Mock startup was completed the 
week of 1/18/21.Contractor would like to complete the Clean Water Startup as soon as the weather breaks.        
 
 New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount 
of $5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019 Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the Sewer 
District and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR.  
On June 29, 2019 a vote of the residents of New Kingston was completed with the vote being 27-4 in favor of 
doing the project.  
At the March 2020 WAC meeting, the WAC Easement Committee denied the subdivision request. At the 7/8/20 
Town Board meeting a public hearing was held for the Town of Middletown to consider the acquisition of land 
that is under the WAC Easement at the Moriarity property through the Eminent Domain procedure law of the 
State of New York. Kevin Young’s office has prepared the petition to file with the Delaware County Supreme 
Court for the week of 11/16/20. Judge Northrup is going to be issuing the order. WAC did not file a response or 
comment. Young & Sommers has received leave from the court to submit a proposed order condemning the 
portion of the Moriarity property that is needed. 



Lamont Engineers has begun the design work for the New Kingston Project. 65% Design drawings has been 
submitted to the regulatory agencies on 10/22/2020. 
Appraisal has been completed for easements on two separate properties for where the pump stations will need to 
be located. An agreement has been worked out with one of the property owners and still waiting on the other 
property owner to respond.  
Lamont Engineers anticipates that 95% Design drawings should be submitted to regulatory agencies by the end 
of March.   
 
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of 
$8,954,000.00. The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force main connecting 
to the NYCDEP Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. There will be 53 
hookups being tied into the system.  
The Town of Middletown on 12/13/2017 adopted a resolution to continue with the Pre-Construction Phase. The 
65% design drawings and facility plan were submitted to the DEP in April 2020.  
Kevin Young’s office has completed the land purchase agreement with the Shultis family and the land now 
belongs to the Town of Middletown.  
A meeting with the Middletown Town Board was held on March 11, 2020 to have the Town declare themselves 
as Lead Agency for the project and to schedule a public hearing for the Sewer Use Law and to establish the 
Halcottsville Sewer District. The public hearing was held July 8, 2020. The Town of Middletown Board held a 
meeting to establish the Halcottsville Sewer District and per Resolution #15 of 2020, the Town Board declared a 
Neg. Dec. A second public hearing was conducted for Local Law#1 of 2020 to amend its Sewer Use Law to 
include the Halcottsville Sewer District. Per Resolution #16 of 2020 this was approved.  
The Asbestos Abatement project and demo went out to bid. Lamont Engineers is making the recommendation to 
the Town Board that Dan’s Hauling and Demo was the low bidder at $74,750.00 to complete the Asbestos 
Abatement Project.  
The 95% Design drawings were delivered to all regulatory agencies on 11/12/20. Response from the DEP has 
been received with items that needs to be addressed by Lamont Engineers. The comments from the DEP were 
provided by Lamont Engineers for the final design on 2/15/21. Possible bidding of the construction could be done 
by Mid-March.  
Sarah Scully has agreed to be the Easement Coordinator for both the New Kingston and the Halcottsville Projects.  
DRBC discharge permit application was submitted on 2/10/21. SWPPP submission was sent to the DEP on 
2/4/21.       
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Shokan for a total not to exceed 
$48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making 
modifications to the Boiceville WWTP. Program Agreement was approved by the CWC Wastewater Committee 
and the CWC Board of Directors at their 2/6/2018 meeting. The Town of Olive signed the contract and resolution 
to proceed with the Study Phase on August 14, 2018. Lamont Engineers has completed the PER and delivered 
the document to CWC on 8/29/19. 
There are 470+ connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current estimated flow for Shokan is 
166,000 gpd. On 4/30/20 Amendment #2 of the Shokan draft PER was submitted to CWC and the DEP with the 
recommendation of the Shokan WWTP and modifications to the Boiceville WWTP.  Design should take between 
1 ½ -2 years to complete. 
At the 10/1/2020 Town of Olive Board meeting, the board passed a resolution to proceed with the Shokan WWMP 
Preconstruction Phase. At the 11/2/2020 Wastewater/Stormwater Committee meeting, the Committee forwarded 
the request of $4,399,000.00 in funding of the Pre-Construction Phase Engineering and Legal services for Lamont 
Engineers to the CWC Board of Directors to approve at their December 1, 2020 board meeting. David Warne 
stated that the City has agreed to have these funds available very shortly.  
At last month’s Committee meeting there was discussion on the availability of the land needed for the project and 
what was being done to secure this land. Also, there was a discussion on the lack of funds being in place to keep 
the Shokan Project moving forward. Thomas Snow discussed that in order to keep things moving in a positive 
direction these funds needs to be secured immediately. Dave Warne of the DEP said there is a meeting on 3/3/21 
to discuss invoicing for the Shokan Project.   



 
 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
   
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation    
 
Charles Gockel of the Huntersfield Christian Training Center, 46 Route 7, Prattsville is requesting 75% funding 
for the construction portion of the project in the amount of $109,924.50. Mr. Gockel has already had the 
Feasibility Study completed by Chazen and the Design has been completed by Clapper Engineering. The Design 
shows the house needing to be elevated from grade to the finished floor as being 9’0”. This elevation also includes 
the required 2’0” of freeboard. Smart Vents are also being installed in the basement area to allow flood waters to 
enter and exit the basement area.  
If approved for the funding, Mr.Gockel plans to start work on this project in April 2021. The Town of Prattsville 
completed their Local Flood Analysis (LFA) in September of 2013 and flood mitigation measures to local 
residences and businesses are strongly recommended. 
Recommendations from the DEP are to have the design engineer establish the proposed first floor habitable floor 
elevation. An elevation certificate should be prepared and a copy should be shared with CWC. It should be clearly 
stated in the contract that CWC only covers 75% of the costs of elevating structures to 2’ above the BFE. DEP 
does support the application.  
A motion was made by James Eisel to recommend funding of this flood mitigation project and forward the 
application onto the CWC Board of Directors at their April 6, 2021 meeting for approval of said funding. The 
motion was seconded by Joseph Cetta. Motion carried.  
 
Follow up discussion about the possibility of opening the Flood Debris Removal Program after the Christmas 
Day 2020 storm event. Phil Eskeli of the NYCDEP and John Mathiesen of the CWC met on February 11, 2021 
and looked at pictures of areas that John had taken of debris in the Esopus Stream in the Town of Shandaken and 
the Cook Brook in the Town of Hunter. After looking at the Program Rules there were 4 separate categories 
identified to make the program eligible to be opened. Category 1 was Hazardous Waste and none of this was 
identified. Category 2 was High Risk debris jambs and this too was not identified. Category 3 Moderate Risk 
debris jambs and this was questionable, what was seen appeared to be more of a low risk debris piles which was 
more towards the Category 4 and we didn’t see any of this as a threat to public infrastructure.  
We then drove to the Town of Denning and met with Supervisor Brooks. There was two areas of concern for 
Supervisor Brooks. The first being Balace Road in Sundown. This was one tree across the river about 300” 
upstream of the bridge. We felt after visiting the site that the one tree could be bucked up into pieces and left into 
place or removed. Supervisor Brooks will talk to the landowner about getting this done.  
The other location was on Denning Road East of the hamlet of Claryville. There was a large debris pile which 
could be seen from the road but we were unable to walk out to it with the large amount of snow pack. Phil, John 
and Supervisor Brooks felt that this site should be revisited in the Spring.  
The recommendations from the DEP is that the CWC Board of Directors should not open the program at this 
time, but staff should review the various categories of debris threats previously defined by the program and be 
prepared to respond immediately after a significant flood event. The establishment of criteria, such as a NYS 
declaration of emergency or NYSDEC decision to issue Emergency Stream disturbance permits, as a condition 
for opening the program should also be considered.  
The Committee agreed to take “NO ACTION” at this time and hear what Phil and John says after revisiting the 
Denning Road site in the Spring.  
    
 5. Other   
 
John Mathiesen talked to a recent Codes training he had attended and that CWC’s Tank Anchoring program was 
discussed by the instructor Dave Sherman of the NYSDEC. John wanted to thank Thomas Snow for getting this 
information out to their education department. Even though the training was held outside of the NYC Watershed 



there were several questions about the program and for those Code Officials inside the Watershed what they could   
do for their communities.   
 
Jason Merwin talked to the Shokan contract funding and the need to secure all the funding in the Block Grant to 
move the project forward.  
Jason also discussed the DEP Performance Evaluation and why CWC was only receiving a 70% rating when in 
years past CWC has received an excellent rating of 100%. Jason also asked about other partners and what their 
rating were in relation to what CWC had received. David Warne of the DEP spoke to this and said that they have 
been told that going forward they could no longer provide an excellent rating to any of the agencies. The DEP 
can only give a “GOOD” rating of 80%. It was then asked of Dave why did CWC only get a 70% and how would 
this affect our funding of projects going forward. It was also brought up that a lot of the CWC’s programs are in 
a holding pattern due to the fact the City has not provided funding to CWC for these programs and was wondering 
if this was being held against CWC. James Sofranko made a motion to foil all these records from the DEP for the 
past two years to evaluate other agencies and confirm their ratings. The motion was seconded by James Eisel with 
David Warne abstaining. Motion Carried.  
 
Jim Martin reported that CWC has 1.3 million dollars left in the Flood Hazard Program budget.      
 
 
III. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday April 6, 2021  
 
IV.      Meeting was adjourned at 9:47 AM 
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