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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

May 3, 2022 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete (Director), 
Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen Hinkley 
(Director), Thomas Snow (Director by Zoom), Jason Merwin (CWC), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH by 
Zoom), David Warne (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jim Eisel (Director), 
Kyle Faraci (CWC), Jessica Fiedler (CWC by Zoom), Matt Gianetta (NYCDEP), Todd Henderson 
(CWC), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Eric Lane (CWC), 
Sonia Lopez (CWC), James Martin (CWC), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS by Zoom), Michael Meyer 
(NYCDEP by Zoom), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP), 
Charles Schafer (CWC), Jeff Senterman (Director), Tom Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Pauline 
Wanjugi (NYSDOH by Zoom) 

 
I.          Arthur Merrill Called the meeting to order at 9:46 AM.  

 
II.         Tina Molé nominated Arthur Merrill to be Chair of the Septic Committee for the 

coming year. Alicia Terry seconded the nomination. He was unanimously elected 
Chair of the Septic Committee.     

 
III. Minutes from the April, 2022 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Joseph Anzalone Over $25,000.00: Mr. Anzalone’s project is located at 1972 

Gladstone Hollow Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is LaFever Excavating. Mr. 
Anzalone’s two-year deadline is April 12, 2023. His proposed septic system will 
serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of the proposed system will 
include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 37 linear feet of gravity pipe, 105 linear feet of 
force main, one effluent filter, 63 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 159 cubic 
yards of C-33 sand, four peat modules, 110 linear feet of curtain drain, 50 linear 
feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, bucket material across a bridge, 13 linear feet of 
sleeve and site restoration. Mitch included a screen shot of the site plan in backup 
information for the Committee. Everyone agreed that this is helpful. He will 
include it for all projects in the future. Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were for $55,490.00, $56,500.00 and $61,500.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by LaFever Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph Anzalone 
in the amount not to exceed $55,490.00 to build his septic system. 
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B. Priscillla Bright Over $25,000.00: Ms. Bright’s project is located at 41 Vicino 

Drive, Mount Tremper, New York 12457 in the Town of Woodstock. Her engineer 
is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Mammoth Excavation. Ms. Bright’s two-year 
project deadline is July 19, 2023. Her proposed system will serve a three-bedroom 
house. Major components if this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a 
siphon chamber, 180 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution 
box, 425 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 250 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 145 linear feet of curtain drain, 45 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
230 linear feet of access road, remove 26 trees and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were for $58,394.15, $58,945.00 and 
$59,935.00. The low quote, submitted by Mammoth Excavation, is within 10% of 
the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Priscilla Bright in the amount not to exceed $58,394.15 to 
build her septic system. 

 
C. Thomas Bryan Over $25,000.00: Mr. Bryan’s project located at 407 Winter 

Hollow Road, New Kingston, New York 12459, in the Town of Middletown. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is LaFever Excavating. His 
proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Mitch made corrections 
in the components listed on the agenda for this system. A septic tank was added. 
The agenda stated 240 linear feet of Presby pipe. The correct amount is 120 linear 
feet. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 96 
linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 244 cubic yards 
of absorption fill material, 120 linear feet of Presby pipe, 11 cubic yards of C-33 
sand, 60 linear feet of curtain drain, 85 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 95 
linear feet of vent pipe, remove five trees and site restoration. Mr. Bryan’s 
contractor has submitted a quote for $29,995.00 to build this system. This amount 
is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Thomas Bryan in the amount not to exceed $29,995.00 to 
build his septic system.  

 
D. William Clarke Over $25,000.00: Mr. Clarke’ project is located at 175 Upper 

Boiceville Road, Boiceville, New York 12412 in the Town of Olive. His engineer is 
Rex Sanford. His contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Clarke signed into the 
program before a two-year deadline was required. His proposed septic system will 
serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 1,250 
gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 83 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent 
filter, one distribution box, 470 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 330 linear 
feet of absorption trench, 145 linear feet of curtain drain, 30 linear feet of curtain 
drain outlet pipe, 190 linear feet of access road, remove 41 trees and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $58,454.11, 
$59,286.06 and $60,027.31. The lowest quote, submitted by Chad Davis 
Contracting, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the 
Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
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before the Board of Directors to reimburse William Clarke in the amount not to 
exceed $58,454.11 to build his septic system.  

 
E. Anthony Hello Over $25,000.00: Mr. Hello’s project is located at 10851 Route 

23A, Hunter, New York 12442, in the Town of Lexington. His engineer is 
Kaaterskill Associates. His contractor is C&C Escavating. Mr. Hello’s two-year 
deadline is July 30, 2022. His proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom 
house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 27 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 39 linear feet of force main, 146 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, an effluent filter, two peat modules, 40 linear feet of 
curtain drain, 62 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 85 linear feet of access 
road, 10 cubic yards of extra stone, excavate and spread a cut and fill area and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $39,450.00, 
$39,500.00 and $47,837.50. The lowest quote, submitted by C&C Excavating, is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Anthony Hello in the amount not to exceed 
$39,450.00 to build his septic system. 
 

F. Karina Kotova Over $25,000.00: Ms. Katova’s project is located at 3450 Route 
23C, Hunter, New York 12442 in the Town of Jewett. Her engineer is Steven 
Schildhorn. Her contractor is Szymanski Construction. Ms. Kotova’s two-year 
deadline is August 26, 2023. Her proposed septic system will serve a seven-
bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 2,000 gallon 
septic tank, a pump chamber, 25 linear feet of gravity pipe, 145 linear feet of force 
main, 607 cubic yards of absorption fill material, an effluent filter, one distribution 
box, 576 linear feet of absorption trench, 150 linear feet of curtain drain, 50 linear 
feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove 24 trees and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were for $62,700.00, $64,333.00 and 
$66,200.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Szymanski Construction, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Karina Kotova in the amount not to exceed $62,700.00 to 
build her septic system.  
 

G. Michelina Kuna Over $25,000.00: Ms. Kuna’s project is located at 2059 Loomis 
Brook Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. Her engineer is 
Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction. Ms. Kuna’s 
two-year deadline is July 14, 2023. Her proposed septic system will serve a one-
bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank, 37 linear feet of gravity pipe, 457 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 120 linear feet of Presby pipe, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, an effluent 
filter, one distribution box, 45 linear feet of vent pipe, remove four trees, 155 
linear feet of access road and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were for $41,000.00, $43,410.00 and $43,800.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost 
of construction. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
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the Board of Directors to reimburse Michelina Kuna in the amount not to exceed 
$41,000.00 to build her septic system.  
 

H. Joseph Lamarca Over $25,000.00: Mr. Lamarca’s project is located at 380 C. Buel 
Road, Gilboa, New York 12076 in the Town of Conesville. His engineer is Steele 
Brook Engineering. His contractor is SM Young Construction. Mr. Lamarca’s two-
year deadline is May 21, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank, a siphon chamber, 172 linear feet of gravity pipe, 340 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 225 linear feet of absorption trench, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 75 linear feet of curtain drain, 78 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They 
were for $37,656.00, $38,635.00 and $39,855.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
SM Young Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph Lamarca in the 
amount not to exceed $37,656.00 to build his septic system. 

 
I. Kevin Lennon Over $25,000.00: Mr. Lennon’s project is located at 6586 Route 

23A. Hunter, New York 12464 in the Town of Hunter. His engineer is Rex Sanford. 
His contractor is Michael Formont. Mr. Lennon signed into the program before a 
two-year deadline was required. His proposed septic system will serve a two-
bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank, 20 linear feet of gravity pipe, a pump chamber, 20 linear feet of gravity 
pipe, 43 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 190 cubic 
yards of absorption fill material, 300 linear feet of absorption trench, remove six 
trees, 105 linear feet of access road, remove a shed, relocate a propane tank and 
site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for 
$30,868.60, $31,724.35 and $32,488.61. The lowest quote is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Kevin Lennon in the amount not to exceed $30,868.00 to 
build his septic system.  

 
J. Michael MacCarthy Over $25,000.00: Mr. MacCarthy’s project is located at 1257 

West Hubbell Hill Road, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of 
Middletown. His engineer is John Bolger. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. 
Mr. MacCarthy’s two-year deadline is May 28, 2023. His proposed septic system 
will serve a five-bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 
1,500 gallon septic tank, a poly pump chamber, 36 linear feet of gravity pipe, 205 
linear feet of force main, 466 cubic yards of absorption fill material, an effluent 
filter, one distribution box, 400 linear feet of absorption trench, 80 linear feet of 
curtain drain, 40 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were for $52,200.00, $52,710.00 and 
$52,975.00. This is a second home. Mr. MacCarthy is eligible for 60% funding. 
$52,200.00 X 60% = $31,320.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Jim Peters 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the 
Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
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before the Board of Directors to reimburse Michael MacCarthy in the amount not 
to exceed $31,320.00 to build his septic system.  

 
K. Jeffrey Rossi Over $25,000.00:  Mr. Rossi’s project is located at 5-7 Daisy Lane, 

Chichester, New York 12416 in the Town of Shandaken. His engineer is Joseph 
Boek. His contractor is Sam I Am Excavation. Mr. Rossi’s two-year deadline is May 
11, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump 
chamber, 27 linear feet of gravity pipe, 92 linear feet of force main, an effluent 
filter, one distribution box, 248 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 238 linear 
feet of absorption trench, 120 linear feet of improved swale, remove four trees, 
remove a driveway, cut out a bank to install the swale and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were for $39,500.00, $41,386.00 and 
$43,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Sam I Am Excavation, is within 10% of 
the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Jeffrey Rossi in the amount not to exceed $39,500.00 to 
build his septic system. 

 
 

L. Patricia Streimer Over $25,000.00: Ms. Streimer’s project is located at 49 Grants 
Road, Liberty, New York 12754 in the Town of Neversink. Her engineer is Ward 
Engineering. Her contractor is B. Rogerson Excavating. Ms. Streimer signed into 
the program before a two-year deadline was required. Her proposed septic system 
will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 
1.250 gallon septic tank (CWC is paying for a 1,000 gallon tank), 23 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 17 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, 50 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 50 cubic yards of random fill material, three peat modules 
and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for 
$33,858.00, $35,000.00 and $35,200.00. The lowest quote, submitted by B. 
Rogerson Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Patricia Streimer in the amount not to exceed $33,858.00 
to build her septic system. 
 

M. Attila Wenger Over $25,000.00: Mr. Wenger’s project is located at 1444 Rolling 
Hills Lane, Halcottsville, New York 12438 in the Town of Middletown. His engineer 
is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. His proposed 
septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Mr. Wenger’s two-year deadline 
is June 9, 2023. Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic 
tank, 140 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 123 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 200 linear feet of absorption trench, 85 
linear feet of curtain drain, 75 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 200 linear 
feet of access road, remove five trees and site restoration. Mr. Wenger’s contractor 
has submitted a quote for $29,999.00 to build this system. This amount is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
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Directors to reimburse Attila Wenger in the amount not to exceed $29,999.00 to 
build his septic system. 

 
N. Lorine Delpenna Over $25,000.00: Ms. Delpenna’s project is located at 20 

Pantherkill Road, Phoenicia, New York 12464 in the Town of Shandaken. Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Eberhardt Excavation. This project is a 
Second Time Repair. Ms. Delpenna’s two-year deadline is October 15, 2022. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. This project was 
originally paid for under the Coordinator Program. It cost $3,000.00. Water ran 
back into the septic tank from the absorption field when it was being pumped out. 
Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 110 linear feet of gravity pipe, 365 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
an effluent filter, one distribution box, 525 square feet of absorption bed, 107 
linear feet of curtain drain, 55 linear feet of access road, remove nine trees, 
excavate and spread a cut and fill area and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project.  They were for $42,753.11, $43,286.57 and $44,182.09. 
The lowest quote, submitted by Eberhardt Excavation, is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Lorine Delpenna in the amount not to exceed $42,753.11 to build her 
septic system.  

 
O. Steven Sanchez Additional Cost: Mr. Sanchez’ project is located at 7039 State 

Highway 28, Shandaken, New York, 12480 in the Town of Shandaken. His engineer 
is Kaaterskill Associates. His contractor is Ryan Martin Excavating. This project 
was previously approved for $251.335.00 and is in the Expanded Septic Program. 
Mr. Sanchez’ septic system serves the Copper Hood Inn. During construction, the 
contractor saved the existing grease trap and added a dual grinder pump, saving 
$1,000.00. As designed, the area over the Presby absorption beds was to be paved 
for parking. The owner has changed his plans for a parking area. The beds were 
left unfinished and now need 12,000 square feet of topsoil, seed and mulch. The 
contractor has requested $12,000.00 for the added work. Program staff has 
determined that a reasonable and justified cost is $9,360.00. With the deduction of 
$1,000.00 in construction savings, the total project cost will be $259,695.00. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Steven Sanchez in the amount not to exceed $9,360.00 for 
additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
P. Diana Loucks Second Time Repair: Ms. Loucks’s project is located in the Town of 

Gilboa. It was paid for in 1998 under the Coordinator Program. Tim Cox described 
this program, which was the first CWC Septic Program. Towns hired engineering 
firms to manage septic system replacements. Program funds were spent very 
quickly. In 1999, the Coordinator Program was shut down. In July, 1999, new 
Program Rules similar to those we use today went into effect. The program was 
limited to 60 Day Travel Time Areas. Later it expanded watershed wide, with 
limiting distances to watercourses. The Coordinator Program funded repairs one 
time only. The CWC Board had much less control over it. Records from the 
Coordinator Program are incomplete. Staff visited Diana Loucks during the winter 
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and observed a pump chamber frozen under ice. It has a good riser and a control 
box much like what is used today. When the owner turned the pump on, the circuit 
breaker blew. The owner has been unable to get someone to evaluate the problem. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve a second time repair for Diana Loucks. 

 
Q. Dorothy Rose Second Time Repair: Ms. Rose’s project is located at in the Town 

of Roxbury. It was paid for in 2005 under the Reimbursement Program. The force 
main is broken. Sewage is surfacing on the ground. Water is following the pipe 
down the hill to the pump chamber. The pump runs constantly. The pipe leading 
out of the pump chamber is loose and wiring inside the chamber was poorly done. 
Pump outs were done in 2021 and 2022. Diligence about pump outs would not 
help these problems. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to approve a second time repair for Dorothy Rose. 

 
  

R. John Thongs Second Time Repair: Mr. Thongs’ project is located at in the Town 
of Shandaken. It was paid for in 2003 under the >7/1/00 Program. Sewage is 
surfacing at the end of the absorption field and running into the existing swale. 
The system appears to be getting a lot of ground water. A pump out was done in 
2017. The owner has been waiting since March 28 to get another pump out. 
Pumpers have been slow to respond due to septage acceptance issues at 
watershed region treatment plants. Dave Warne asked if the life of the system 
would have been extended if the owner had scheduled regular pump outs. Jason 
noted that CWC staff is providing more education to homeowners on the 
importance of taking care of their septic system. In a perfect world, pump outs 
would have been done. NYSDOH recommends that septic tanks be pumped out 
every two to three years. CWC recommends pump outs every three to five years. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve a second time repair for John Thongs.  

 
 

S. Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity 
in the Septic Maintenance Program. Thirty-one homeowners were reimbursed for 
pump outs over the past month. One hundred fourteen homeowners have been 
reimbursed for pump outs this year. 
  

T. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 
 

U. Septic Update: One homeowner was reimbursed for septic system repairs last 
month. Thirty-two homeowners have been reimbursed for septic system repairs 
this year.  

 
V. Other:  Jason thanked Committee members for attending the Special Septic 

Committee Meeting held on April 22, 2022. After many phone calls and a lot of 
coordination, NYCDEP agreed to accept 71,000 gallons of septage per week. 
Yesterday, May 2, a meeting was held in the NYCDEP offices on the other side of 
this building. NYCDEP is in the process of getting contracts to haul sludge. They 
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plan to begin again accepting 71,000 gallons of septage per week on May 16. The 
haulers are not all satisfied, but they are working together so that they can bring 
4,000 gallon loads at a time.  

 
NYCDEP and CWC are working on how to retrofit existing treatment plants to 
accept septage. Studies and analysis will have to be done. CWC could front the cost 
of studies from CFF funds and reimburse from Septic Maintenance Program funds 
later. Rich Parete said he had spoken to a pumper who was taking all his septage to 
Albany because he is new, and established pumpers had all the delivery times 
booked. Mitch said that the pumper could apply for a delivery time. Anybody 
should be able to unload at NYCDEP treatment plants. Delivery times should be 
evenly split. Mitch noted that septage must come from inside the watershed.  
 
Jason said that grants could be offered to municipalities for studies for septage 
acceptance. We should be strategic about geography. Dave Warne said NYCDEP 
looks forward to working on this. The Village of Delhi can accept 10,000 gallons 
per week. Tom Snow said that DEC is willing to work with CWC on analysis.    

 
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for June 7, 2022. 
 

V.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:39 AM.  


