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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

June 7, 2022 
Minutes 

Attendance: 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete (Director), Alicia 
Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), Thomas 
Snow (Director by Zoom), Jason Merwin (CWC), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH by Zoom), David Warne 
(NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Lillian Browne (The Reporter), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha 
Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jim Eisel (Director), Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Department of 
Environment), Jessica Fiedler (CWC by Zoom), Linda Geary (NYCDEP), Matthew Giannetta (NYCDEP), 
Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Sonia Lopez 
(CWC), Katy Lynch (EPA), James Martin (CWC), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS by Zoom), Michael Meyer 
(NYCDEP by Zoom), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH), Lauren Perillo (CWC), 
Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Charles Schafer (CWC), Jeff 
Senterman (Director), Tom Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Morgan Tarbell (NYSDOH), Pauline Wanjugi 
(NYSDOH by Zoom), Joshua Weinstein, PhD 

 
I.          Arthur Merrill Called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.  

 
II.         Minutes from the May, 2022 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as written. 

 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Brigitte Bouquet Over $25,000.00: Ms. Bouquet’s residence is located at 261 Gundelach 

Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. CWC staff determined that her 
existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is 
LaFever Excavating. Ms. Bouquet’s two-year deadline is May 27, 2023. Her proposed septic 
system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of the system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 290 linear feet of gravity pipe, one effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 296 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 97 linear feet of curtain drain, 35 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $36,180.00, 
$41,500.00 and $42,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by LaFever Excavating, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Brigitte Bouquet in the amount not to exceed $36,180.00 to build her septic 
system. 

 
B. Josh Weinstein Appeal: Dr. Weinstein’s residence is located at 207 Butternut Lane, 

Roxbury, New York 12373 in the Town of Roxbury. Dr. Weinstein signed into the Septic 
Program as a primary resident on August 23, 2021. Staff observed surfacing effluent in the 
absorption field. Staff sent him the program inspection letter saying that his project is 
eligible for 100%. Later, it was discovered that the property is owned by Hawks View, LLC 
and not personally by Dr. Weinstein. CWC MOA Septic Program Rules limit funding for 
corporate owned properties to 60% regardless of whether or not the occupant is a primary 
resident.   
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On May 17, 2022, CWC Executive Director Jason Merwin sent Dr. Weinstein a letter stating, 
“When CWC visited your property on August 23, 2021, CWC staff was not notified that the 
property is owned by Hawks View, LLC. You executed the program agreement on your own 
befall and not on behalf of the LLC. As such, this property was wrongly signed into our 
program for 100% septic system replacement reimbursement. CWC’s Septic Program Rules 
allow CWC to reimburse for only 60% of eligible costs associated with your septic system 
replacement, but is unable to provide 100% reimbursement.” 
 
Tim Cox explained that since 1999, individually owned primary residences have been 
eligible for 100% reimbursement and corporate owned houses have been eligible for 60%.  
 
Dr. Weinstein wishes to change ownership of his residence from the LLC to private 
ownership. He lives and votes in Roxbury.  
 
The Committee recommended Dr. Josh Weinstein receive 100% reimbursement of eligible 
costs conditioned upon ownership of his property at 207 Butternut Lane, Roxbury, New 
York 12474 changing from Hawks View, LLC to himself, and if desired, his wife. 

 
C. Elizabeth Eckels Over $25,000.00: Ms. Eckel’s residence is located at 2096 John Tuttle 

Road, New Kingston, New York 12459 in the Town of Middletown. CWC staff determined 
that her existing septic system is likely to fail. Her engineer is Benjamin Dates. Her 
contractor is LaFever Excavating. Ms. Eckel’s two-year project deadline is May 17, 2023. 
Her proposed system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of the system 
include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 75 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 310 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 120 linear feet of Presby pipe, 
15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 40 linear feet of vent pipe, remove 20 trees and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $33,840.00, 
$41,000.00 and $42,500.00. Art Merrill brought up the question of whether it is time to 
review the $25,000.00 threshold. Contractors are complaining about having to wait two-
and-a-half months form Board approval. The lowest quote, submitted by LaFever 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Elizabeth Eckels in the amount not to exceed $33,840.00 to build 
her septic system. 

 
D. Derrick Hoyt Over $25,000.00: Mr. Hoyt’s residence is located at 2160 Holmes Hollow 

Road, Delancey, New York 13752, in the Town of Delhi. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is 
LaFever Excavating. Mr. Hoyt’s two-year deadline is July 9, 2023. His proposed septic 
system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of the system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, 75 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 417 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of Presby pipe, 19 cubic yards of C-33 
sand, 75 linear feet of vent pipe, remove one tree and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were for $35,000.00, $36,500.00 and $37,500.00. The lowest 
quote, submitted by LaFever Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Derrick Hoyt in the 
amount not to exceed $35,000.00 to build his septic system.  

 
E. Thomas Kaufman Over $25,000.00: Mr. Kaufman’s residence is located at 1576 North 

Beech Ridge Road, Prattsville, New York 12468 in the Town of Lexington. CWC staff 
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determined that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Praetorius and Conrad. 
His contractor is GR Excavation. Mr. Kaufman’s two-year deadline is January 20, 2024. His 
proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of the system 
include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 30 linear feet of gravity pipe, 19 linear feet of force main, 
an effluent filter, 68 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 48 cubic yards of random fill 
material, two peat modules, 144 linear feet of curtain drain, 83 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 85 linear feet of access road and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were for $34,724.13, $36,200.00 and $36,973.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by GR Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based 
on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Thomas Kaufman in the amount not to exceed 
$34,724.13 to build his septic system.  

 
F. Pamela Lakin Over $25,000.00: Ms. Lakin’s residence is located at 1379 Herrick Hollow 

Road, Sidney Center, New York 13839, in the Town of Tompkins. CWC staff determined 
that her existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her 
contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction. Ms. Lakin’s two-year deadline is May 18, 2023. 
Her proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of the 
system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 105 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
128 linear feet of force main, 158 cubic yards of absorption fill material, an effluent filter, 
200 linear feet of absorption trench, remove 11 trees and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were for $32,385.00, $33,360.00 and $34,075.00. The 
lowest quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Pamela Lakin in the 
amount not to exceed $32,385.00 to build her septic system. 
 

G. Robert Leaver Over $25,000.00: Mr. Leaver’s residence is located at 178 Don Irwin Road, 
Prattsville, New York 12468 in the Town of Prattsville. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His 
contractor is William Walcutt. Mr. Leaver’s two-year deadline is June 7, 2023. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of the 
system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 60 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
217 linear feet of force main, 189 cubic yards of absorption fill material, an effluent filter, 
one distribution box, 120 linear feet of Presby pipe, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 110 linear 
feet of curtain drain, 63 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove one tree, 95 linear 
feet of vent pipe, 10 linear feet of sleeve and site restoration. Mr. Leaver’s contractor has 
submitted a quote for $29,995.00 to build this system. This amount is well below the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Robert Leaver in the amount not to exceed $29,995.00 to build his septic system.  
 

H. Joseph Phelan Over $25,000.00: Mr. Phelan’s residence is located at 420 Ohayo Mountain 
Road, Woodstock, New York 12498 in the Town of Woodstock. CWC staff determined that 
his existing septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is Peak Engineering. His contractor is 
Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Phelan’s two-year deadline is June 28, 2023. His proposed 
septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of the system include a 
1,000 gallon septic tank, one pump chamber, 17 linear feet of gravity pipe, 61 linear feet of 
force main, 290 cubic yards of absorption fill material, an effluent filter, 184 linear feet of 
absorption trench, remove 18 trees, 120 linear feet of access road and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $42,092.00, $49,550.00 and 
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$52,844.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Chad Davis Contracting, is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph Phelan in the amount not to 
exceed $42,092.00 to build his septic system.  
 

I. Benjamin Scheim Over $25,000.00: Mr. Scheim’s residence is located at 2529 Perch Lake 
Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. CWC staff determined that his existing 
septic system is failing. His engineer is Benjamin Dates. His contractor is LaFever 
Excavating. Mr. Scheim’s two-year deadline is April 13, 2024. His proposed septic system 
will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of the system include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank, 28 linear feet of gravity pipe, 15 linear feet of force main, 8 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 44 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 44 cubic yards of random fill material, 
two peat modules, an effluent filter, carry and set the septic tank with a large excavator, 
bucket fill material and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They 
were for $32,135.00, $34,750.00 and $35,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by LaFever 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Benjamin Scheim in the amount not to exceed $32,135.00 to build 
his septic system. 

 
J. Paul Covello Over $25,000.00: Mr. Covello’s commercial building is located at 1653 State 

Route 28, West Hurley, New York 12491 in the Town of Hurley. It is small business with 
fewer than 20 employees and is eligible for 100% reimbursement from the Expanded 
Septic Program.  CWC staff determined that his existing septic system is likely to fail.  His 
engineer is North Engineers. His contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Covello’s two-
year deadline is June 18, 2022. His proposed septic system will serve an apartment 
building. Major components of the system include a 1,500 gallon septic tank, one pump 
chamber, 35 linear feet of gravity pipe, 55 linear feet of force main, 125 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, an effluent filter, 352 linear feet of Presby pipe, 48 cubic yards of C-
33 sand, 85 linear feet of vent pipe, 60 linear feet of access road and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were for $37,000.00, $37,428.33 and 
$45,950.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Chad Davis Contracting, is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. Mr. Covello will need 
an extension to complete the project. He is applying. He has had difficulty finding three 
contractors willing to bid on it. Contractors have other high profit work. This design is 
difficult to build because of the trapezoid shaped absorption bed. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Paul 
Covello in the amount not to exceed $37,000.00 to build his septic system.  

 
K. Gloria Laureanti Additional Cost: Ms. Laureanti’s residence is located at 50439 State 

Route 30, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff determined that 
her existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is John Bolger. Her contractor is Jim 
Peters Excavating. Her project was previously approved for $31,000.00. The contractor has 
requested an additional $2,029.29 for material price increases. Materials he has listed 
include 288 linear feet of SDR 35 pipe, a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a 1,060 gallon poly tank, 
300 linear feet of Presby pipe, 20 offset fittings, 20 coupling fittings and 24 90 degree 
elbow fittings. These costs appear to be reasonable and justified.  The total project cost will 
be $33,029.29. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Gloria Laureanti in in the amount not to exceed $2,029.29 
for additional costs to build her septic system.  
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L. Jerome Maisch Additional Cost:  Mr. Maisch’s residence is located at 191 Ackerley Road, 
Gilboa, New York 12076 in the Town of Conesville. CWC staff determined that his existing 
septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is SM 
Young. Mr. Maisch’s two-year deadline is August 30, 2023. His proposed septic system will 
serve a five-bedroom house. This project was previously approved for $7,394.64 to install a 
1,500 gallon septic tank. Remaining components of this system will include a siphon 
chamber, 308 linear feet of gravity pipe, 478 cubic yards of absorption fill material, an 
effluent filter, one distribution box, 360 linear feet of absorption trench, 115 linear feet of 
curtain drain, 90 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove two trees and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $43,472.00, 
$43,487.25 and $46,200.00. The lowest quote, submitted by SM Young, is below the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project cost will 
be $50,866.64. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Jerome Maisch in the amount not to exceed $43,472.00 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
M. Joshua Sparks Additional Cost: Mr. Sparks’ residence is located at 634 Terry Road, 

Stamford, New York 12167 in the Town of Harpersfield. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system is failing. His engineer is James Forbes. His contractor is 
Parkerworks Excavating. This project was previously approved for $28,030.18. The 
contractor encountered a footing drain during construction that flowed to the new 
absorption field. The NYCDEP and the engineer recommended extending it 60 linear feet. 
The contractor has requested $1,232.40 for the added work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $29,262.58. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Joshua Sparks in the amount not to exceed $1,232.40 for additional costs to build his septic 
system. 
 

N. Sylvia Kochan Second Time Repair: Ms. Kochan’s residence is in the Town of Jewett. This 
project was paid for in 2008 under the Priority 4 Program. CWC staff determined that the 
absorption field is failing. Sewage is surfacing above the distribution box. The distribution 
box was opened. Laterals appear to be plugged. The homeowner had pump outs done in 
2016 and 2022. Two people live in the house.  The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve a second time repair for 
Sylvie Kochan.  

 
O. Michael Merwin Second Time Repair: Mr. Merwin’s residence is in the Town of Walton. 

This project was paid for in 2007 under the Priority 3 Program. CWC staff observed sewage 
surfacing on the ground in the absorption field. The homeowner had pump outs done in 
2017 and 2022. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to approve a second time repair for Michael Merwin. Tina Molé 
abstained. 

 
 

P. Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity 
in the Septic Maintenance Program. Forty-three homeowners were reimbursed for pump 
outs over the past month. One hundred fifty-seven homeowners have been reimbursed for 
pump outs this year. 
  

Q. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 
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R. Septic Update: Seventeen homeowners were reimbursed for septic system repairs last 
month. Forty-nine homeowners have been reimbursed for septic system repairs this year. 
These numbers are above average.  

 
S. Other:  Jason informed the Committee that CWC received a $2.25 million MOA Septic 

Program contract payment. This will allow CWC to sign up an additional 185 homeowners 
to complete septic system repairs.  

 
Price increases remain a concern for both CWC and contractors. He pointed out the chart 
included for the Gloria Laureanti project additional costs. Contractors are supplying 
material invoices to prove the difference between what they paid and the Schedule of 
Values which was sent out on February 1, 2022.  Some are asking if we can help with fuel 
cost increases. Mitch said that PVC pipe has increased from around $3.50 to $8.00-$9.00 
per foot. Peat modules have gone from $3,500.00 to $9,000 per module. Trucking costs are 
up. Contractors are trying to make a profit. We will have to figure something out so that 
contractors will continue to bid our projects.  
 
Jason informed the Committee that there has been a conflict with payment for a particular 
project. The contractor states that the septic system was installed to the engineer’s 
specifications.  However, the engineer has not issued a full as-built letter. As a result, 
NYCDEP has only issued has issued a Partial Construction Approval. The property owner 
refuses to sign a reimbursement request to CWC until claimed additional work is finished. 
Therefore, CWC cannot issue a reimbursement check to the homeowner and contractor. 
This results in the contractor not being paid.  The homeowner must sign a Reimbursement 
Form before any payment can be made. He has not done so. NYCDEP cannot issue a 
complete Construction Approval without a certification letter from the engineer. He has not 
sent one. Chris Matthews said that the contractor has a reputation for outstanding 
workmanship and integrity.  
 
Tim Cox explained that the homeowner and not CWC hired the contractor. The contractor’s 
issue is with the homeowner and engineer, not with CWC. If CWC were to issue a check 
without the homeowner’s approval, we would risk being sued and pulled into the dispute. 
Mitchell Hull explained that the tapers on the leach field may be a little short in places due 
to site constraints. In addition, the owner wanted two inches cut off the distribution box. 
which would compromise it. CWC staff explained to the contractor that our agreement is 
with the homeowner. The Committee took no action. 

 
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for July 5, 2022. 
 

V.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 AM.  


