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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

July 5, 2022 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard 
Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt 
(Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), Thomas Snow (Director by Zoom), Jason 
Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Nick Carbone ( Delaware County Watershed Affairs 
by Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC by Zoom), Timothy Cox 
(CWC), Mary Crisafulli, (The Reporter), Jim Eisel (Director), Matthew Giannetta 
(NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof 
(Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), James Martin (CWC), Sonia 
Martinez (CWC), Michael Meyer (NYCDEP by Zoom), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), 
Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH), Lauren Perillo (CWC), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Nick Sadler 
(NYCDEP), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Jeff Senterman (Director by Zoom), Jim 
Sofranko (Director by Zoom), Tom Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom) 

 
I.          Arthur Merrill Called the meeting to order at 9:42 AM.  

 
II.         Minutes from the June, 2022 Committee Meeting were reviewed and 

approved as written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Craig Andrews Over $25,000.00: Mr. Andrews’ residence is located 

at 30 Terwilliger Road, Napanoch, New York 12458 in the Town of 
Warwarsing. CWC staff determined that his existing septic system is 
likely to fail. His engineer is Ward Engineering. His contractor is 
Sheeley Oil and Excavating. Mr. Andrews’ two-year deadline is April 
27, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom 
house. Major components of the system include a 1,000 gallon septic 
tank, 101 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution 
box, 145 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 360 square feet of 
Eljen units, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 85 linear feet of curtain drain, 
35 linear feet of access road, 40 linear feet of sleeve and site 
restoration. Mr. Andrews’ contractor has submitted a quote for 
$29,995.00 to build this system. This amount is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Craig Andrews in the amount not to 
exceed $29,995.00 to build his septic system. 
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B. Susan Craig Over $25,000.00: Susan Craig’s residence is located at 

43 Pinekill Lane, Maplecrest, New York 12454 in the Town of 
Windham. CWC staff determined that her septic system is likely to fail. 
Her engineer is Praetorius and Conrad. Her contractor is Blue 
Mountain Excavation. Ms. Craig’s two-year deadline is July 1, 2023. 
Her proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major 
components of the system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 92 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 360 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 160 
linear feet of absorption trench, 105 linear feet of curtain drain, 40 
linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 80 linear feet of access road, 
remove 18 trees, 10 linear feet of sleeve and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were for $41,998.68, 
$43,975.00 and $53,652.00. The total estimated cost of tree removal 
is $5,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Blue Mountain 
Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Susan Craig in the amount not to exceed $41,998.68 to build her 
septic system. 
 

C. Roberta Howell Over $25,000.00: Ms. Howell’s residence is located 
at 130 Forest Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. 
CWC staff determined that her existing septic system is failing. Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Nick Finch. Ms. Howell’s 
two-year project deadline is May 19, 2023. Her proposed system will 
serve a one four-bedroom house and a two-bedroom house. Major 
components of the system include one 1,000 gallon septic tank, one 
1,250 gallon septic tank, one siphon chamber, 230 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, two effluent filters, one distribution box, 375 linear feet 
of conventional absorption trench, 235 linear feet of access road, 
remove 19 trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received for 
this project. They were for $37,361.00, $38,500.00 and $39,153.81. 
The four-bedroom house is eligible for 100% funding. The two-
bedroom house is eligible for 60% funding. Staff has determined that 
a reasonable cost for the two-bedroom house is $13,893.89. CWC’s 
share is $8,336.63. The homeowner is responsible for $5,557.56. The 
lowest quote, submitted by Nick Finch is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
$37,361.00 - $5,557.56 = $31,803.44. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Roberta Howell in the amount not to exceed $31,803.44 to 
build her septic system. 
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D. Fernando Aidinian Additional Cost: Mr. Aidinian’s residence is 
located at 127 Stone Wall Drive, Bovina, New York 13740 in the Town 
of Bovina. CWC staff determined that his existing septic system was 
failing. His engineer is Benjamin Dates. His contractor is William 
Burdick. This project was previously approved for $33,602.57. 
Existing vent piping was discovered to be two-inch PVC, which is 
undersized. The engineer directed the contractor to install 140 linear 
feet of four-inch PVC vent pipe. The contractor has requested $478.00 
for the additional work. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total cost of construction will be $34,080.57. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Fernando Aidinian in the amount not 
to exceed $478.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
E. Kayla Gizzi Additional Cost: Ms. Gizzi’s residence is located at 8 

Brunell Drive, Boiceville, New York 12412 in the Town of Olive. CWC 
staff determined that her existing septic system was failing. Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Eberhardt Excavating. This 
project was previously approved for $31,862.92. Lids of the existing 
1,000 gallon septic tank were discovered to be broken and it was 
leaking at the seam when it was pumped out during construction. The 
engineer directed the contractor to install a new tank. It had to be set 
with a large excavator due to difficult access. Road plates were used 
to prevent damage to the driveway. The contractor has requested 
$6,815.48 for the additional work. He has also asked for $4,072.45 for 
material price increases for 230 cubic yards of fill material, 250 linear 
feet of SDR 35 PVC pipe, 84 cubic yards of crushed stone, 30 linear 
feet of four-inch Schedule 40 pipe, trucking costs for 407 cubic yards 
of material and 90 cubic yards of topsoil. $6,815.48 + $4,072.45 = 
$10,887.93. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total cost of construction will be $42,750.85. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Kayla Gizzi in the amount not to exceed 
$10,887.93 for additional costs to build her septic system.  
 

 
F. Caleb Gould Additional Cost: Mr. Gould’s residence is located at 120 

Thorn Road, Arkville, New York 12406, in the Town of Middletown. 
CWC staff determined that his existing septic system was failing. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Don Allen 
Excavating. This project was previously approved for $9,898.20. The 
contractor has requested $1,060.05 for material price increase for 
350 linear feet of SDR 35 pipe. This amount appears to be reasonable 
and justified. Mr. Gould is eligible for 60% funding. $1,060.50 X 60% = 
$636.30. 60% of the total cost of construction will be $10,534.50.  The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
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Board of Directors to reimburse Caleb Gould in the amount not to 
exceed $636.30 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
 

G. Evan Korth Additional Cost: Mr. Korth’s residence is located at 20 
Sherman Road, Woodstock, New York 12498 in the Town of 
Woodstock. CWC staff determined that his existing septic system was 
failing. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Chad Davis 
Contracting. This project was previously approved for $29,779.29. 
Shallow bedrock was encountered while digging to install pipe from 
the septic tank to the distribution box. Hammering was necessary to 
attain necessary depth to install the pipe. The contractor has 
requested $4,600.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total cost of construction will be 
$34,379.29. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Evan Korth in the 
amount not to exceed $4,600.00 for additional costs to build his septic 
system.  
 

H. Timothy Maxwell Additional Cost: Mr. Maxwell’s residence is 
located at 428 Elk Creek Road, Halcott Center, New York 12430 in the 
Town of Halcott. CWC staff determined that his existing septic system 
was failing. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is 
Don Allen Excavating. This project was previously approved for 
$24,597.00. The contractor has requested $415.98 for material price 
increases for 100 linear feet of four-inch sewer and drain pipe and 
126 linear feet of SDR 35 pipe. This amount appears to be reasonable 
and justified. The total cost of construction will be $25,012.98. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Timothy Maxwell in the amount not 
to exceed $415.98 for additional costs to build his septic system.  
 

I. Megan Sheehan Additional Cost: Ms. Sheehan’s residence is located 
at 35783 State Route 30, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town 
of Middletown. CWC staff determined that her existing septic system 
was failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor 
is Don Allen Excavating. This project was previously approved for 
$29,500.00. The contractor has requested $4,717.90 due to material 
price increases for one 1,000 gallon septic tank, 60 linear feet of four-
inch Schedule 40 pipe, two peat modules and 175 linear feet of four-
inch sewer and rain pipe. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total cost of construction will be $34,217.90. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Megan Sheehan in the amount not to 
exceed $4,717.90 for additional costs to build her septic system. 
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J. Joshua Sparks Additional Cost: Mr. Spark’s residence is located at 
634 Terry Road, Stamford, New York 12167 in the Town of 
Harpersfield. His engineer is James Forbes. His contractor is 
Parkerworks Excavating. CWC staff determined that his existing 
septic system was failing. This project was previously approved for 
$29,262.58. The contractor has requested $2,250.00 for material price 
increases for 270 linear feet of four-inch sewer and drain pipe, one 
1,000 gallon septic tank, two risers, 45 linear feet of four-inch 
Schedule 40 pipe, trucking costs for 492 cubic yards of material and 
twelve 90 degree elbows. Staff has determined that a fair and 
reasonable cost for these items is $2,430.78. The total cost of 
construction will be $31,693.36 The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Joshua Sparks in the amount not to exceed $2,430.78 to build his 
septic system.  

 
K. David Wong Additional Cost: Mr. Wong’s residence is located at 705 

Henry Williams, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. 
CWC staff determined that his existing septic system was likely to fail. 
His engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Jim Peters 
Excavating. This project was previously approved for $14.500.00. The 
contractor has requested an additional $493.61 for material price 
increase for a 1,250 gallon poly septic tank. This amount appears to 
be reasonable and justified.  The total cost of construction will be 
$14,993.61. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse David Wong in in 
the amount not to exceed $493.61 for additional costs to build his 
septic system.  

 
L. Eleve Zelenak Additional Cost:  Ms. Zelenak’s residence is located at 

700 Dimmick Mountain Road, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town 
of Middletown. CWC staff determined that her existing septic system 
was likely to fail. Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her 
contractor is Don Allen Excavating. This project was previously 
approved for $7,749.00. The contractor has requested $913.60 for 
material price increase for a 1,000 gallon heavy duty septic tank and 
160 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 pipe. This amount appears to 
be reasonable and justified. Ms. Zelenak is eligible for 60% funding. 
$913.60 X 60% = $548.16. 60% of the total cost of construction will 
be $8,297.16. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Eleve Zelenak in 
the amount not to exceed $548.16 for additional costs to build his 
septic system. 
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M. Juanita Cole Additional Cost: Ms. Cole’s residence is located at 851 
Narrow Notch Road, Hobart, New York 12167 in the Town of 
Stamford. This project is a second time repair. CWC staff determined 
that her existing septic system was failing. Her engineer is Sander 
Engineering. Her contractor is Parkerworks Excavating. This project 
was previously approved for $24,789.92. The contractor has 
requested $2,333.93 for material price increases for 240 linear feet of 
Presby pipe, 18 coupling fittings, 95 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 
40 pipe, trucking costs for 148 cubic yards of material, 12 single offset 
fittings, 35 linear feet of SDR 35 pipe and a 1,250 gallon septic tank. 
This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total cost of 
construction will be $27,123.85. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Juanita Cole in the amount not to exceed $2,333.93 for additional 
costs to build her septic system. 
 

N. Joseph D’Acunto Second Time Repair: Mr. D’Acunto’s residence is 
in the Town of Jewett. This project was paid for in 2011 under the 
Priority 7 Program. CWC staff determined that the pump is not 
working. It has not worked since the summer of 2021. The 
homeowner had a pump out done in 2018. He is working on getting 
another one. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to approve a second time repair 
for Joseph D’Acunto.  

 
 

O. Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity 
in the Septic Maintenance Program. Fifty-five homeowners were 
reimbursed for pump outs over the past month. Two hundred twelve 
homeowners have been reimbursed for pump outs this year. 
  

P. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 
 

Q. Septic Update: Twenty-four homeowners were reimbursed for septic 
system repairs last month. Seventy-three homeowners have been 
reimbursed for septic system repairs this year. These numbers are 
about average.  

 
R. Other:  Jason informed the Committee that some contractors are 

frustrated by our material price increase reimbursement process. 
Some have good bookkeeping. Those who don’t have a harder time 
proving that they paid more for materials. The current process 
however, seems to be fair.  
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He said program funding is strong. Another invoice for $2.25 million 
will go out in July. This will allow more homeowners to sign up for 
repairs.  

 
The Buena Vista Motel has been dealing with a confirmed septic 
system failure for months. The owner, James Fernandez, has 
completed temporary repairs to the existing system, allowing the 
motel to stay open. They still cannot do laundry on-site. It is being 
taken to a laundromat, which takes staff time and increases cost of 
operation. A plan has been approved to connect it to the Village of 
Delhi sewer main.  
 
Bids were received for the project after the Committee Agenda was 
sent out. Estimated cost of construction is $344,000.00. The lowest 
bid is $192,475.00, over $150,000 below estimated cost. The highest 
bid is $267,900.00.  
 
CWC has paid for connections to municipal systems before, but our 
contract does not specifically say that we can. Dave Warne said that it 
would be better to do an amendment. He has talked with NYCDEP 
attorneys and though he doesn’t foresee obstacles, he cannot 
guarantee NYCDEP agreement with funding until it is in place.  
 
The motel is dealing with a Department of Health failure. The owner is 
eager to have the connection done. The contractor needs six to eight 
weeks lead time to order materials. 
 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse James Fernandez in the amount not 
to exceed $192,475.00 to build his connection to the Village of Delhi 
sewer main contingent upon an amendment to the Expanded Septic 
Program contract.  
 
 
Mitch informed the Committee that Robert Houghtaling’s contractor 
plans to extend tapers on his septic system tomorrow. The engineer 
will have to certify that the work is complete. This project was 
brought up at the last Committee meeting. There has been a conflict 
between the homeowner and contractor. Mitch plans to be there. 
David Brooks, Town Supervisor will be there as well. Chris Matthews 
said he would like to be there as well. 
 
Tim has spoken with the contractor. There is nothing CWC can do if a 
homeowner is unreasonable. The contractor could contact an 
attorney. Tim is drafting a letter for the homeowner to sign so that 
CWC can send payment directly to the contractor and engineer.  



8 
 

 
Jason has developed a Municipal Septage Acceptance Questionnaire. It 
will help us determine which communities can best begin to accept 
septage or increase their capacity to do so. It is seven pages long. 
September 1, 2022 will be the return date. CWC will evaluate the 
questionnaires returned and decide on the next steps. The hope is to 
take burden off NYCDEP owned plants. Community plants will be able 
to charge for accepting septage. Potentially this might help them 
generate some income. Dave Warne commented that Jason had done a 
good job of developing this.  
 
The Committee recommended sending out the Municipal Septage 
Acceptance Questionnaire. 

 
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for August 2, 2022. 
 

V.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 AM.  


