
Minutes 
CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 

Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, July 6, 2021 @ 9:00 AM 
 
Attendees: James Sofranko (Director), Tina Mole (Director), James Eisel (Director), Jeff Senterman (Director), 
Joseph Cetta (Director), Chris Mathews (Director), David Warne-(DEP), Thomas Snow (DEC).       
 
Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Cambria Tallman (CWC), James 
Martin (CWC), Sam Costa (CWC), Racheal Burger (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Mark 
Tuthill (Director), Arthur Merrill (Director), Rich Parete (Director), Tom Hoyt (Director), Alicia Terry 
(Director), Michael Maloney (DOH), Via Zoom; Phil Eskeli (DEP), Nick Sadler (DEP), Nicholas Carbone 
(Delaware County), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Matt Giannetta (DEP), Aaron Bennett (Ulster County).            
 
The meeting was called to order by James Sofranko at 9:02 AM.  
                                                
 
I.             Review minutes from June 1, 2021 meeting. 
               Motion made by Joseph Cetta and seconded by James Eisel to approve the June 1, 2021 minutes.                                              
Minutes unanimously approved upon motion.       
 
II.           Wastewater / Stormwater 
 
1. Community Wastewater Management Program 
 
    General Project Updates:   
   
CWMP III      
 
West Conesville - On 7/25/2017 a Block Grant in the amount of $8,411,000.00 was approved by the NYCDEP. This 
will fund the hookup of 54 systems to a Community Septic System. The bid was awarded to Evergreen Construction 
in the amount of $6,483,725.00.   
All underground piping and STEP stations was completed the week of 5/14/21.  
An updated schedule to have substantial completion done by June 30, 2021 and final completion done by September 
30, 2021 has been provided by Evergreen Construction.  
Mock startup was completed the week of 1/18/21.Contractor completed the clean water startup on 5/5/2021. 
The week of June 14th, 2021 final testing was completed on all lines and pump stations and all information was 
forwarded to the DEP. The O&M manual is being reviewed and all as builts are being completed.  
Substantial Completion date of June 30, 2021has been met.        
 
 New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount of 
$5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019 Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the Sewer 
District and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR.  
On June 29, 2019 a vote of the residents of New Kingston was completed with the vote being 27-4 in favor of doing 
the project. The land needed for the project on the Moriarity property has been secured and is now in the ownership 
of the Town of Middletown. Appraisal has been completed for easements on two separate properties for where the 
pump stations will need to be located. An agreement has been worked out with one of the property owners and still 
waiting on the other property owner to commit to an agreement for their land to have a pump station and force main. 
This landowner has stated that she has had a landscaping plan made for her property and at the 5/27/21 zoom 
meeting Lamont Engineers had asked for a copy of it so that if needed they would see if the direction of the force 
main needed to be changed to make it work on her property. As of today’s meeting John Mathiesen has informed the 
Wastewater Committee that CWC or Lamont has not seen this landscape plan. Kevin Young’s office has been in 
touch with her attorney and as of late last week they felt they may have this resolved.   
Lamont Engineers has submitted the 95% Design drawings to the regulatory agencies March 31, 2021. DEP staff has 
informed CWC that this is currently still in review.  



 
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of $8,954,000.00. 
The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force main connecting to the NYCDEP 
Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. There will be 53 hookups being tied into the 
system. The Asbestos Abatement project was completed by Dan’s Hauling and Demo and the estimated amount of 
fill to be removed was low and there was an additional cost of $134,648.00 above the original contract of 
$74,750.00. The last easement was signed on 6/15/2021 and all approvals have been completed for the project to 
proceed to bid. The project was put out to bid on 6/18/2021and the bid opening will be 7/15/2021.        
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Shokan for a total not to exceed 
$48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making 
modifications to the Boiceville WWTP. Program Agreement was approved by the CWC Wastewater Committee and 
the CWC Board of Directors at their 2/6/2018 meeting. The Town of Olive signed the contract and resolution to 
proceed with the Study Phase on August 14, 2018. Lamont Engineers has completed the PER and delivered the 
document to CWC on 8/29/19. 
There are 470+ connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current estimated flow for Shokan is 
166,000 gpd. On 4/30/20 Amendment #2 of the Shokan draft PER was submitted to CWC and the DEP with the 
recommendation of the Shokan WWTP and modifications to the Boiceville WWTP.  Design should take between 1 
½ -2 years to complete. At the 10/1/2020 Town of Olive Board meeting, the board passed a resolution to proceed 
with the Shokan WWMP Preconstruction Phase. At the 11/2/2020 Wastewater/Stormwater Committee meeting, the 
Committee forwarded the request of $4,399,000.00 in funding of the Pre-Construction Phase Engineering and Legal 
services for Lamont Engineers to the CWC Board of Directors to approve at their December 1, 2020 board meeting.  
The Town of Olive Town Board passed a resolution at their May 11, 2021 Board meeting to move forward with the 
purchase of the Friedman property for the Wastewater Treatment Facility location. A deposit check in the amount of 
$10,000.00 has been processed to be sent to the Young Sommer Law Firm. The aerial survey and mapping has been 
completed for the proposed Shokan Sewer District.   
 
 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
 
  Michael & Dorian Clara 
Program: Future Stormwater 
Entity Classification: 
Town: Kortright 
Engineer: Benjamin Dates 
Contractor: Boyle Excavating 
 
On June 4, 2019 by Resolution 3558, the CWC Board of Directors approved $13,900 for engineering costs of a 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for a residential property owned by John Gleason in the Town 
of Kortright. On January 7, 2020 by Resolution 3684, the CWC Board of Directors approved an additional 
$44,098 for construction costs of the post construction Stormwater control measures.  
 
On August 25, 2020 CWC closed out the construction reimbursement contract with John Gleason and at his 
request transferred the agreement to his ex-wife Donna. The majority of the construction work was completed 
and funding was reimbursed to Donna in December, 2020. Towards the end of the summer, 2020 the engineer 
and contractor noted that the original request had left out a number of tree plantings that were included on the 
SWPPP design. The total cost of the installation of the trees was quoted at $15,120.  
 
Donna has recently sold the property to Michael and Dorian Clara. The Clara’s are now applying for additional 
funds that are needed to complete the Stormwater construction at the property.  
 
Finally, there is $4,409.80 remaining in Donna’s contract representing a 10% retainage held on work previously 
performed until construction approval is issued by DEP. Both Donna and the contractor have acknowledged 
that these funds are still owed to the contractor and have not been paid. Considering the retainage is still part of 



an active project, this application also includes those retainage funds, which will not be disbursed until 
construction approval is issued.  
 
Dave Warne told the committee that DEP had some questions whether the tree plantings were a DEP 
requirement. He stated that DEP agrees that the trees are on the plans but would like to table the request in order 
to review the plans a bit longer to determine if the trees were a Stormwater control method. 
  
A motion was made by James Sofranko to table this discussion pending verification that the tree plantings were 
required by the DEP. This motion was Seconded by James Eisel. Motion Carried. 
 
 
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation    
 
The Village of Hunter has submitted an additional request for a contract extension through December 1, 2021. The 
current contract expired on July 1, 2021 for the Hunter Fire Department Relocation. The Village of Hunter is 
currently working with Robert Dupont Architect to complete the design for the new firehouse relocation on the 
property outside of the flood hazard area that is being pursued for purchase.  
Recommendations by the NYCDEP were as follows:  

1. The application for the contract extension is supported by the DEP.  
A motion was made by James Eisel to approve the contract extension request and the motion was seconded by 
Thomas Snow. Motion carried.  
 
The Olive Fire Department is requesting additional funding in the amount of $250,000.00 for the construction and 
relocation of the Boiceville Company 5 firehouse that is currently inside the flood hazard area of Boiceville. The 
current contract they have with CWC is for $577,400.00 to offset a portion of the costs to build the new firehouse. 
With all the rising costs of materials and other construction costs they have been informed by their architect who is 
also Robert Dupont Architect that the total costs to complete this project are more like $1,752,000.00. The Olive Fire 
Department is trying to put together the remaining funds needed to complete this project. The original estimates they 
had received for the project came in at $1,310,000.00 and now the cost of the project has estimated to of increased 
by $442,000.00. CWC also provided funding in the amount of $155,000.00 for the purchase of the land outside the 
flood plain for the relocation of the Boiceville firehouse which is classified as a Critical Facility.  
Recommendations from the NYCDEP were as follows: 

1. DEP supports the relocation of the firehouse, but questions whether the fire districts own funds or a 
commercial loan are a match for the full amount requested in the application.  

2. As this grant relies on the approval of state funds, it is recommended that the CWC award be withheld until 
the state loan is approved.  

A motion was made by James Sofranko to approve the request for additional funding and to forward the request onto 
the CWC Board of Directors August meeting for funding approval. The motion was seconded by Joseph Cetta and 
the motion was carried.  
 
Brinnier and Larios, P.C. has submitted an invoice for payment in the amount of $6,162.50 for extras for 
Professional Engineering Services that were done on the Mt. Pleasant Bridge Demolition Project in the Town of 
Shandaken. These extra costs stems from a large amount of extra work the Engineer had to complete on behalf of the 
contractor due to reviewing of documents, meetings with CWC and the Contractor etc. to have the project completed 
and closed out properly.  
A motion was made by James Eisel to approve the request for additional funding and the motion was seconded by 
Thomas Snow to forward this request onto the CWC Board of Directors August meeting. Motion carried.  
 
The Village of Tannersville has submitted an application requesting funding in the amount of $1.2 million dollars for 
Stream Related Construction to stabilize the Sawmill Stream channel along Railroad Avenue in the Village of 
Tannersville. The project would also include creating a floodplain bench on the opposite side of the stream.  



There is $500,000.00+ in funding being sought through WERDA that will act as reimbursement to CWC for a 
portion of the money being granted for this project. This funding reimbursement from WERDA would be refundable 
to CWC once the project has been completed. This application is being fast tracked since the reimbursement funding 
from WERDA is time sensitive and the application request needs to be into WERDA in September. If the 
Committee approves this funding request the plan is to put it before the CWC Board of Directors at today’s meeting.  
A 2019 GCSWCD SMIP grant funded the initial feasibility study and design of the proposed project. The design is 
in the process at roughly 60%. This project was identified in the 2018 Local Flood Analysis (LFA) and is supported 
by the Village Board with Resolution 2021-12.  
A motion was made by James Sofranko to approve this request for funding and forward onto the CWC’s Board of 
Directors meeting today for funding approval. The motion was seconded by Jeff Senterman. Motion carried.  
 
PMH Properties LLC, Phillip Hanley of Walton is requesting funding in the amount of $46,952.00 to complete the 
design of flood protection measures to his building at 137 Delaware Street in the Village of Walton.This cost is 
estimated to be 10% of the construction costs that has been shown by Delaware Engineering in the Feasibility Study 
($469,524.00). Properties along Delaware Street in the Village of Walton have been identified as needing flood 
protection measures done per the Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was completed in May 2015.  
The recommendations by the NYCDEP were as follows.  
CWC should request the following information prior to approving this project:  

1. A summary of financial resources of the applicant to complete the work or description of how the 
construction work will be financed.  

2. A determination of whether this project, as wet floodproofing project, will be approvable by the Village 
Code Enforcement Officer.  

3. CWC should consider whether it should hire its own structural engineering consultant to inspect the building 
and consider the recommendations of the feasibility study to insure the design addresses any structural 
stability issues.  

4. CWC should decide whether support the phasing for the project that would otherwise be considered a 
substantial improvement.  

5. CWC should require creation of an emergency action plan as part of the design.  
John Mathiesen will meet with the owner and Village Code Enforcement Officer to clear up some of the questions 
presented by the DEP.  
A motion was made by Joseph Cetta to approve this funding request and to move this request onto the CWC Board 
of Directors August meeting for funding approval. Motion was seconded by James Sofranko, motion carried.  
 
Ann Jones of Walton has submitted an application requesting additional funding in the amount of $43,791.00 for 
work to be done at her place of business in the Village of Walton. This additional funding request is for Property 
Protection measures. Her original construction funding request was for the amount of $39,161.04 and this was 
approved by the CWC Board of Directors by Resolution 3867, October 2, 2020. This request for funding came to 
CWC’s attention with an application submitted by Delaware Engineering for the amount of $105,912.74. After 
reviewing the application and several phone calls with the Engineer it was decided that several of the line items were 
not eligible for funding and this request needed to be adjusted showing only eligible costs. This application is 
labeled as a Phase 2 funding request which CWC staff had no knowledge of during the feasibility study or the design 
applications. This was discussed at length recently and the Phase 2 portion per the Engineer also includes the extra 
costs that has been incurred due to the rising construction costs and unforeseen construction that were needed but not 
called out by the Engineer originally.  
Recommendations from the NYCDEP were as follows: 

1. The grant for construction can be approved with the condition that the plans should be reviewed and 
approved by the Village Floodplain Administrator.  

2. CWC should check with the engineer on the issue of flood vents and the ability of the building to equalize 
hydrostatic pressure. If no venting is included in the design, the engineer should provide calculations that 
show that the building walls and floor will withstand flood pressures without venting.  

3. No additional grants should be provided to this applicant until all work under this grant is complete and 
inspected.  

A motion was made by Joseph Cetta to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto the 
CWC Board of Director’s August meeting. The motion was seconded by James Sofranko, motion carried.      
    



 
 5. Other    
 
 
III. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday August 3, 2021  
 
IV.      Meeting was adjourned at 9:46 AM 
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