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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

August 3, 2021 
 Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Tina Mole’ (Director), Richard Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), 
Arthur Merrill (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), 
Thomas Snow (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), John Schwartz (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (Ulster County by Zoom), Nicholas Carbone (Delaware County Watershed 
Affairs by Zoom), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jessica Fiedler (CWC by Zoom), Matt 
Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Michael Meyer (NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John 
Jacobson (CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), Jim Martin (CWC), Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP by 
Zoom), Tom Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Jeff Senterman (Director), Cambria Tallman (CWC)  
 

I. The meeting was called to order at 9:37 AM by Arthur Merrill.  
 

II.     Minutes from the July, 2021 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Robert Dee Over $25,000.00: Mr. Dee’s project is located at 2314 Sally’s Alley in the 

Town of Roxbury. His engineer is Paul Gossen. His contractor is Maduri Excavating. 
Mr. Dee’s two-year project deadline is May 14, 2022. His proposed septic system will 
serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000-
gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 40 linear feet of gravity pipe, 317 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 246 linear feet of absorption trench, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box and site restoration. Ms. Dee’s contractor has submitted a quote for 
$27,481.19 to build this system. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost 
of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Robert Dee in the 
amount not to exceed $27,481.19 to build his septic system. 

 
B. Christian Lynch Over $25,000.00: Mr. Lynch’s project is located at 3 Baker Road in 

the Town of Shandaken. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Sam I Am. Mr. 
Lynch’s two-year project deadline is August 14, 2022. His proposed septic system will 
serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system will include a 1,000-
gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 16 linear feet of gravity pipe, 72 linear feet of 
force main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 450 square feet of absorption bed, 
320 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 225 linear feet of improved swale, 100 
linear feet of access road, remove nine trees and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were for $38,485.04 $39,102.36 and $40,457.45. The 
lowest quote, submitted by Sam I Am, is below the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Christian Lynch in 
the amount not to exceed $38,485.04 to build his septic system. 

 
C. Paul Rappleyea Over $25,000.00: Mr. Rappleyea’s project is located at 545 County 

Route 40 in the Town of Windham. His engineer is Praetorius & Conrad. His 
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contractor is Blue Mountain Excavating. His proposed septic system will serve a two-
bedroom house. Mr. Rappleyea’s two-year project deadline is January 24, 2022. Major 
components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 15 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 13 linear feet of force main, 121 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
67 cubic yards of random fill material, an effluent filter, two peat modules, 75 linear 
feet of access road, remove two trees and site restoration. Mr. Rappleyea’s contractor 
has submitted a quote for $29,546.71 to build this system. This amount is within 10% 
of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to reimburse Paul Rappleyea in the amount not to exceed $29,546.71 to build his 
septic system.  

 
D. Amerah Underwood Over $25,000.00: Mr. Underwood’s project is located at 51 

Steep Hill Road in the Town of Ashland. His engineer is Christopher DiChiaro His 
contractor is C&C Excavating. His proposed septic system will serve a six-bedroom 
house. Mr. Underwood’s two year project deadline is February 24, 2022. Major 
components of this system will include a 2,000-gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 
43 linear feet of gravity pipe, 256 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 480 linear feet of absorption trench, 195 cubic yards of absorption 
fill material, 100 linear feet of curtain drain, 43 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
120 linear feet of access road, 60 linear feet of steel sleeve, remove four trees, bucket 
material and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were 
for $50,500.00, $55,450.00 and $56,500.00. The lowest quote, submitted by C&C 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the 
Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse Amerah Underwood in the amount not to exceed 
$50,500.00 to build his septic system. 

 
 

E. John Poulin Over $25,000.00: Mr. Poulin’s project is located at 1024 Left Pines 
Brook Road in the Town of Walton. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His 
Contractor is Robinson Bros. Excavating. His proposed septic system will serve a 
four-bedroom house. This is a second time repair. Mr. Poulin’s two-year project 
deadline is August 13, 2022. Major components of this system will include a 1,250 
gallon septic tank, 205 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution 
box, 406 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 240 Presby pipe, 18 cubic yards of C-
33 sand, 305 linear feet of curtain drain, 50 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
110 linear feet of vent pipe and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were for $41,600.00, $45,119.56 and $46,200.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Robinson Bros. Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction.  The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse John Poulin in the amount not to exceed $41,600.00 
to build his septic system.  

 
F. Wesley Warren Over $25,000.00: Mr. Warren’s project is located at 498 Pasciak 

Road in the Town of Kortright. His engineer is Stephen McKeegan. His contractor is 
JB’s Line Cleaning & Plumbing. His proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. This is a second time repair. Mr. Warren’s two-year project deadline 
is June 2, 2022. Major components of this system will include a Fuji Aerator, 220 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 125 cubic yards of random fill material, 120 linear feet of 
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Infiltrators, six cubic yards of C-33 sand, one distribution box, 40 linear feet of 6” PVC 
sleeve, 110 linear feet of curtain drain, 92 linear feet of improved swale, 70 linear feet 
of access road, remove 12 trees and site restoration. Mr. Warren’s contractor has 
submitted a quote for $26,676.09 to build this system. This amount is within 10% of 
the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to reimburse Wesley Warren in the amount not to exceed $26,676.09 to build his 
septic system.  

 
G. Jon Armstrong Over $25,000.00: This project is located at 30104 State Highway 10 

in the Town of Walton. The engineer is Sander Engineering. The contractor is Ben 
Reynolds Construction. This project qualifies for the Expanded Septic Program. Mr. 
Armstrong’s two-year project deadline is October 23, 2021.  Major components of the 
proposed septic system will include a 1,000 gallon H20 septic tank, 160 linear feet of 
4” Schedule 80 pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 120 linear feet of 
convention absorption trench, two cast iron risers, 14 bollards, open cut a concrete 
driveway, 15 cubic yards of Item #4, decommission the existing septic tank and fill 
with concrete (it is inside the shop) and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were for $33,625.00, $33,887.09 and $35,000.00. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse the Jon 
Armstrong in the amount not to exceed $33,625.00 to build his septic system.  

 
H. Anthony Conoscenti Over $25,000.00: Mr. Conoscenti’s project is located at 379 Elk 

Creek Road in the Town of Halcott. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His 
contractor is Don Allen. This project is for Sportsman of the Empire State, a not-for-
profit, eligible for the Expanded Septic Program. Mr. Conoscenti’s two-year project 
deadline is May 6, 2022. Major components of the proposed septic system will 
include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 87 linear feet of gravity pipe, 70 linear feet of force 
main, an effluent filter, 183 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 63 cubic yards of random fill 
material, four peat modules, 75 linear feet of curtain drain, 65 linear feet of curtain 
drain outlet pipe, remove two trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were for $42,187.00, $45,800.00 and $53,084.00. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Don Allen, is below the staff estimated cost of construction based 
on the Schedule of Values.  The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Anthony Conoscenti in the 
amount not to exceed $42,187.00 to build his septic system.  

 
I. Michael Allegretti Additional Cost: Mr. Allegretti’s project is located at 1952 Route 

23C in the Town of Jewett. His engineer is Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is 
Belgian Trucking and Excavating. Mr. Allegretti’s project was previously approved for 
$24,910.00. A large amount of groundwater was observed in the area above the 
septic system. The engineer instructed the contractor to install 160 linear feet of 
curtain drain to protect the absorption field. Mr. Allegretti’s contractor has requested 
$2,400.00 for this added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. 
This will bring the total project cost to $27,310.00. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Michael 
Allegretti in the amount not to exceed $2,400.00 for additional costs to build his 
septic system.  
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J. Carol Altarescu Additional Cost: Ms. Altarescu’s project is located at 250 Brodhead 

Road in the Town of Olive. Her engineer is Joseph Boek. Her contractor is Chad Davis 
Contracting. This project was previously approved for $39,211.63. After uncovering 
the septic tanks for both houses it was determined that the sewer pipes were deeper 
than anticipated. Extra excavation was required to install the tanks deeper than 
expected.  An additional seven feet of risers were installed on the new tanks. Ms. 
Altarescu’s contractor has requested $496.00 for the added work. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. This will bring the total project cost to 
$39,707.63. The Committee recommended that a resolution be bought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Carol Altarescu in the amount not to exceed $496.00 
for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
K. Jeffrey Breigle Additional Cost: Mr. Breigle’s project is located at 588 Cozy Hollow 

Road in the Town of Prattsville. His engineer is Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is 
G. R. Excavation. This project was previously approved for $29,699.53. This project 
was completed in August, 2020. Later in the year water began surfacing around the 
pump chamber. A curtain drain was installed to redirect the water away from the 
septic system. The contractor has requested $6,556.66 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. This will bring the total project 
construction cost to $36,256.19. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Jeffrey Breigle in the amount not 
to exceed $6,556.66 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
L. Gregory Collins Additional Cost: Mr. Collins’ project is located at 1265 Schuman 

Road in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer is Paul Gossen. His contractor is Jim 
Peters Excavating. This project was previously approved for $24,000.00. The lower 
taper of the absorption field was too steep. To decrease the slope and stabilize the 
system, the engineer asked the contractor to install 105 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material. The contractor has requested $3,217.00 for the added work. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. This will bring the total project cost to 
$27,217.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Gregory Collins in the amount not to exceed 
$3,217.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
M. H. Phillips Eighmey Additional Cost: Mr. Eighmey’s project is located at 3985 Route 

212 in the Town of Woodstock. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Harvey 
Ostrander Excavating. His project was previously approved for $22,580.42. During 
construction it was discovered that the sewer line from the house was pitched uphill 
to the septic tank. Elevation was marginal. The engineer decided that the existing 
septic tank that he planned to re-use for the new system would have to be replaced. 
While installing the new tank, a basement drain was encountered. The drain had to 
be repaired and re-routed around the tank. The contractor is also asking to be 
reimbursed for material price increase for 4” Schedule 40 pipe. He has requested an 
additional $4,394.85 for these items. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. This will bring the total project cost to $26,975.27. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse H. Phillip Eighmey in the amount not to exceed $4,394.85 for additional 
costs to build his septic system.  
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N. Chris Fischer Additional Cost: Mr. Fischer’s project is located at 268 Todd Road in 
the Town of Gilboa. His engineer is Sander Engineering. His contractor is A&M 
Excavating. This project was previously approved for $16,018.47. The contractor has 
requested $1,450.00 for material price increase of PVC pipe. Based on the Schedule of 
Values and what the contractor paid; staff believes that the reimbursable amount is 
$383.38. The homeowner is eligible for 60% reimbursement. $383.38 X 60% = 
$230.03. This will bring the total project cost to $16,248.50. Jason said that we are 
bringing all material price increases to the Board. Hopefully prices will drop soon. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimbursee Chris Fischer in the amount not to exceed $230.03 for 
additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
O. Wallace Fulford Additional Cost: Mr. Fulford’s project is located at 67 Butternut 

Knolls in the Town of Olive. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Chad Davis 
Contracting. This project was previously approved for $38,392.72. Several stumps 
were discovered while excavating for the new septic system. They had to be removed 
and buried outside of the proposed absorption field area. While digging to connect to 
the septic tank, it was discovered that the tank was under a deck and stairs. The 
sewer line to the tank inlet was pitched uphill four to six inches. The contractor had 
to install a new 1,000 gallon septic tank. An old bell siphon chamber was also 
discovered. It had to be pumped and decommissioned. The contractor has requested 
$4,545.15 for the added work. This will bring the total project cost to $42,937.87. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to reimburse Wallace Fulford in the amount not to exceed $4,545.15 for additional 
costs to build his septic system.  

 
P. Laura LaSpaluto Additional Cost: Ms. LaSpaluto’s project is located at 487 Dirt Road 

in the Town of Delhi. Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is Jack 
Pardee. This project was previously approved for $24,507.67. While installing the 
septic tank, the contractor encountered bedrock. He had to hammer for 12 hours to 
achieve the appropriate depth. The contractor has requested $2,400.00 for the added 
work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. This will bring the total 
project cost to $26,905.67. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Laura LaSpaluto in the amount 
not to exceed $2,400.00 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
Q. Kevin Pfeiffer Additional Cost: Mr. Pfeiffer’s project is located at 2360 Close Hollow 

Road in the Town of Andes. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor 
is LaFever Excavating. This project was previously approved for $29,675.00. While 
installing the septic tank and siphon chamber, shallow bedrock was encountered. The 
contractor hammered for 13 ½ hours to reach appropriate depth.  Exposed ledge 
near the new absorption field caused steep grade changes. The engineer instructed 
the contractor to add 30 cubic yards of fill material to the upper taper of the 
absorption field to decrease the slope. The contractor has requested $4,852.50 for the 
added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. This will bring the 
total project cost to $34,527.50. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Kevin Pfeiffer in the amount not 
to exceed $4,852.50 for additional costs to build his septic system.  
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R. Andrea Pirraglia Additional Cost: Ms. Pirraglia’s project is located at 843 Mill Street 
in the Town of Windham. Her engineer is D.R. Crandell. Her contractor is Van Etten 
Trucking. This project was previously approved for $29,950.00. While excavating for 
the conduit line for the pump chamber, the power pole, which was rotted below the 
ground, snapped off. The contractor has requested $1,000.00 for the added work. 
This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. This will bring the total project 
cost to $30,950.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse Andrea Pirraglia in the amount not to exceed 
$1,000.00 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
S. Genine Regante Additional Cost: Ms. Regante’s project is located at 495 Roaring 

Brook Lane in the Town of Middletown. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor 
is Four Seasons Landscaping. This project was previously approved for $28,700.00. 
While installing risers, it was discovered that the existing septic tank was eight inches 
out of level. The engineer instructed the contractor to pump and decommission this 
tank and install a new 1,000 gallon concrete septic tank. Additional absorption fill 
material was required to complete the shallow trench system because of a variation 
in topography. The contractor has requested $4,004.21 for the added work. This will 
bring the total project cost to $32,704.21. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to reimburse Genine Regante in the amount not to exceed $4,004.21 for 
additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
T. Ryan Telian Additional Cost: Mr. Telian’s project is located at 4117 County Highway 

6 in the Town of Middletown. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His 
contractor is Delaware Bulldozing Corp. This project was previously approved for 
$33,929.00. The contractor has requested an additional $1,809.52 due to material 
price increases. Based on the Schedule of Values, the contractor’s quote and 
documentation of what was paid, staff believes that this amount is reimbursable. This 
will bring the total project cost to $35,738.52. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Ryan Telian in the 
amount not to exceed $1,809.52 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
U. Roslyn Weiss Additional Cost: Ms. Weiss’ project is located at 2144 Honest Brook 

Road in the Town of Meredith. Her engineer is Stephen McKeegan. Her contractor is 
A&M Excavating. This project was previously approved for $24,500.00. When digging 
to install the new Fuji Aerator, a gutter drain was encountered. The contractor had to 
re-route the drain around the new tank and away from the proposed absorption field 
area. The contractor has requested $1.200.00 for the added work. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. This will bring the total project cost to 
$25,700.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Roslyn Weiss in the amount not to exceed $1,200.00 
for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
  

V. Peter Polis Second Time Repair: Mr. Polis’ project is located within the Managed 
Area of Shokan in the Town of Olive. His septic system was paid for in 2002 under the 
Priority 1A Program. The system is currently in failure. Sewage is surfacing on the 
ground in several areas. The distribution box is overfull. Maintenance pump outs 
were done in 2006, 2014 and 2019. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
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be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Peter Polis for a second time 
repair of his septic system.  

 
W. Septic Maintenance: Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity in the Septic 

Maintenance Program. 71 homeowners were reimbursed for pump outs over the past 
month. 274 homeowners have been reimbursed for pump outs this year.  

 
X. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 

 
Y. Septic Update: 34 homeowners were reimbursed for septic system repairs last 

month. 109 homeowners have been reimbursed for septic system repairs this year. 
Despite having a lot of rain in July, the total of systems completed for the year is 
above last year. 
 

Z. Other: Jason reviewed the chart of Septic Program funding. He informed the 
Committee that the program had closed again to new applicants on July 19. All on-
hand Septic funds are allocated to current enrollees. Funding is being tracked every 
day. During the last week of July there was a rush of approvals. The total spent was 
$420,000.00 above last year. Historical expenses fluctuate. The invoice for the next 
program funding is at DEP. We are hoping for a payment in a month. This will allow 
funding septic system repairs for 62 new homeowners.  

 
Septic Program staff are continuing to go on appointments. Currently, over 30 
applicants are on a “hold” list. The program is likely to close again in September and 
may open again in January or February. As a result, as soon as new funding arrives 
for the invoice that was due in July, it will be spoken for.  
 
Dan Ruzow has reached out to several agencies. DEP counsel and NYC Corporate 
Counsel are interested in resolving program funding. It is difficult to run the program 
this way. Jason hopes for more funding. He pointed out that homeowners, engineers 
and contractors will all lose confidence in the program if it is not fixed to allow people 
to be signed up continually. The Septic Program is highlighted in the MOA and is the 
best known program at CWC.  
 
Jason stated that addition of on-hand funds are ultimately needed to solve the 
problem. Skipping payments during quarter two also contributes to funding 
shortfalls. Tim Cox noted that a contract amendment would take a long time, 
probably more than a year. Mike Maloney stated that NYSDOH is aware of the Septic 
Program problem and want CWC and NYCDEP to collaboratively on a solution.  
 
Jason explained that these Septic Program funding issues were brought up last 
December and again in February. There has been no counter proposal. Tom Snow 
said that the matter has been referred to DEC general counsel for enforcement under 
the Water Supply Permit.  DEP will hear from them and hopefully resolve this issue.  
 
Jason continued that CWC has been proactive. Starting in August, 2019, the Program 
Agreement for homeowners was amended to include a two-year deadline. CWC 
cannot enroll homeowners if we cannot fund their repairs. The number of engineers 
and contractors working in the watershed limits the number of projects that can be 
completed to 300 systems a year. This remains the program goal, even though the 
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National Academy of Sciences report recommended it be increased to 1,000 systems 
per year.  
 
Jason acknowledged and thanked the Septic Program staff for adjusting to changes. 
They prioritize projects. They face homeowners, engineers and contractors every 
day. The program is dynamic. Changes in procedures have brought the program in 
line with other CWC programs. The program will be okay when funding comes in 
consistently. Alicia Terry expressed appreciation for Tom Snow taking this to DEC’s 
legal department. She stated that CWC needs all partners to collaborate and offer 
solutions. Jim Eisel commended Jason for proactive measures.  
 
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for September 7, 2021. 
 
 

V.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:26 AM.  
 

 


