
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Public Education Committee 

MINUTES 
October 5, 2021 

 
Committee Members Present: Innes Kasanof, Arthur Merrill, Tina Molé, Jim 
Sofranko, Joseph Cetta, Thomas Snow, Allen Hinkley, Dave Warne.  
Present via Zoom: Patrick Palmer, Skylie Roberts, Matt Gianetta, Nick 
Carbone 
Staff present: Samantha Costa, Jason Merwin, Tim Cox, Jim Martin, 
Cambria Tallman, Sonia Martinez, Barbara Puglisi, Lynn Kavanagh.  
Present in person: Mike Meyer, Mike Maloney, Aaron Bennett, Nick Sadler, 
Mark Tuthill, Thomas Hoyt, Jim Eisel, Jeff Senterman. 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:38 a.m. 
 

1. Minutes from the April 2021 meeting were accepted without change. 
2. Samantha went over the 2022 Education Grant Budget. Planning to 

keep the budget at $175,000 for Student/Teacher Audiences and 
$25,000 for Public Audiences.  

3. There was a review of the Round 25 Grant Guidelines and 
Application. Board members were presented with this material and 
was informed that the application is going to become available on 
November 12th. In efforts to get more West-of-Hudson 
schools/organizations to participate in this grant program, Samantha 
has created a flyer to send out to West-of-Hudson 
schools/organizations via mail and email once the application is open. 

4. Round 22 update: The Round 22 grants are from the 2019-2020 
school year. Many of these schools could not complete their projects 
in time due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. We gave these organizations 
an option to either extend their Round 22 grant out one year and 
forfeit their Round 23 application (if approved funding) or they could 
decline the Round 22 and go forward with the Round 23 grant. A few 
applicants chose to decline, but many wanted to move forward. To 
date, we are all caught up with final reports for Round 22, but we are 
still waiting for 9 reports to come in that range from the end of 
October to the end of January. 

5. Round 23 update: The Round 23 grants were awarded just when the 
pandemic hit, and these grants are for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Many of these schools/organizations declined their awards due to the 
uncertainty of what the up-coming school year would bring. 12 
schools decided to move forward, and we have received four final 

C 



reports. Most of these reports are due between November 2021 and 
the end of March 2022. 

6. Round 24 update: The Round 24 contracts were sent out to the 
recipients on June 16, 2021. We received 17 back signed and we 
executed 14. If any of the Round 24 recipients have an outstanding 
contract from a previous grant round, the contract will not get 
executed on our end until the previous grant and contract are closed 
out. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 11:47 a.m. 
 
Next meeting: TBD 


