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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

December 7, 2021 
Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Tina Mole’ (Director), Richard Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Arthur 
Merrill (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director by Zoom), Allen Hinkley (Director), 
Thomas Snow (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Nicholas Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs by Zoom), 
Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jim Eisel (Director), Jessica 
Feidler (CWC by Zoom), Matt Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), 
Innes Kasanof (Director), Jim Martin (CWC), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS by Zoom), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH by 
Zoom), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Skylie Roberts (CWC by Zoom), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP), Jeff Senterman 
(Director), Thomas Stalter (NYCDEP), Cambria Tallman (CWC) 

 
I.      Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:44 AM.  

 
II.     Minutes from the November, 2021 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Robyn Sanford Over $25,000.00: Ms. Sanford’s project is located at 343 Sally’s Alley, 

Denver, New York 12421, in the Town of Roxbury. Her engineer is Paul Gossen. Her 
contractor is G.C. Landscaping & Excavation. Ms. Sanford’s two-year project deadline is 
September 3, 2023. Her proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. The 
homeowner received a Notice of Violation from NYCDEP while the program was closed. 
Major components of this system will include a 1,000 gallon poly septic tank, a poly 
pump chamber, 18 linear feet of gravity pipe, 218 linear feet of force main, 127 cubic 
yards of absorption fill material, 186 linear feet of conventional absorption trench, an 
effluent filter, one distribution box, 95 linear feet of improved swale, 210 linear feet of 
access road and site restoration. Ms. Sanford’s contractor has submitted a quote for 
$29,999.00 to build this system. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Robyn Sanford in the 
amount not to exceed $29,999.00 to build her septic system. 

 
B. Robert Mogilski Over $25,000.00: Mr. Mogilski’s project is located at 220 Durham 

Road, Gilboa, New York 12076, in the Town of Conesville. His engineer is D.R. Crandell. 
His contractor is Eric Dahlberg Construction. Mr. Mogilski’s two-year project deadline is 
June 23, 2022. The proposed system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
components if this system will include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 41 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 150 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 250 linear feet of absorption trench, 446 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 185 linear feet of improved swale and site restoration. Mr. Mogilski’s 
contractor has submitted a quote for $29,999.99 to build this system. This amount is 
below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
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reimburse Robert Mogilski in the amount not to exceed $29,999.99 to build his septic 
system. 

 
C. Stephen Sanchez Over $25,000.00: Mr. Sanchez’s project is for the Copperhood 

Property LLC and is located at 7039 State Highway 28, Shandaken, New York 12480, in 
the Town of Shandaken. It is eligible for funding of 100% of reasonable costs through 
the Expanded Septic Program. His engineer is Kaaterskill Associates. His contractor is 
Ryan Martin Excavating. His two-year deadline is February 19, 2022. This project is at 
the former Copperhood Inn. The new business name is Branches. Major components of 
the proposed system will include one 5,000 gallon H20 septic tank; one 2,500 gallon 
H20 septic tank; one 2,000 gallon H20 grease trap; one 1,000 gallon septic tank; one 
3,500 gallon  H20 dual pump chamber; 70 linear feet of gravity pipe; 575 linear feet of 
Schedule 80 force main; four distribution boxes; four effluent filters; 225 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material; 50 cubic yards of random fill material; 394 cubic yards of C-33 
sand; 2,400 linear feet of Presby pipe; 200 hay bales; one grinder pump; two subpanels; 
demolition costs for a deck, stairs and sidewalk; 600 linear feet of access road; remove 
26 trees and stumps; grade access roads; 200 linear feet of vent pipe; 600 linear feet of 
silt fence; eight risers; excavate and spread material from beds and extensive site 
restoration. Three quotes to build this system were received. They were for 
$251,335.00, $261,175.00 and $289,902.00. There are no limits on construction costs in 
this program. Businesses with over 21 to 100 employees are eligible for 75% of 
reasonable costs up to $100,000.00 and 100% of reasonable costs above that. This 
business has fewer than 21 employees and is eligible for 100% of reasonable costs. The 
lowest quote, submitted by Ryan Martin Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Stephen Sanchez in 
the amount not to exceed $251,335.00 to build his septic system.  

 
D. Susan Beecher Additional Costs: Ms. Beecher’s project is located at 2070 Route 23C, 

East Jewett, New York 12424, in the Town of Jewett. Her engineer is Steven Schildhorn. 
Her contractor is James Rion Construction. This project was previously approved for 
$29,600.00. It was installed in September, 2020. The high level alarm for her pump 
chamber went off several times over the past year. The engineer and contractor 
determined that groundwater was infiltrating the tank. 70 linear feet of curtain drain 
was installed above the pump chamber and the riser was raised 12 inches. The 
contractor has requested $1,200.00 for the added work. This cost appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be 
$30,800.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Susan Beecher in the amount not to exceed $1,200.00 
for additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
E. Gordon Hough Additional Cost: Mr. Hough’s project is located at 992 Smith Road, 

Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Walton. His engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. His contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction. His proposed septic system 
will serve a two-bedroom house. A 1,000 gallon septic tank was installed in 1999 for a 
cost of $1,417.10. Most of the major components include a siphon chamber, 210 linear 
feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 341 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 225 
linear feet of absorption trench, 140 linear feet of curtain drain, 115 linear feet of 
curtain drain outlet pipe, 140 linear feet of improved swale and extensive site 
restoration. Three quotes were received to build this system. They were for $40,740.00, 
$41,060.00 and $41,225.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction, 
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is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The total project cost with this additional amount will be $42,157.10. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Gordon Hough in the amount not to exceed $40,740.00 for additional costs to 
build his septic system. 

 
 

F. Scott Lesko Additional Costs: Mr. Lesko’s project is located at 37 Lower Highland 
Circle Road, Denver, New York 12421, in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford. His contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavating. His project was previously 
approved for a cost of $37,902.00. Bedrock was encountered while digging for the septic 
tank, pump chamber, swale, curtain drain and force main. To prevent the septic tank and 
pump chamber from floating, a drain was installed. Access roads to tank locations and 
the absorption field had to be altered due to wet conditions. Additional trees had to be 
removed. More fill material was needed to properly backfill the septic tank and force 
main. The contractor has requested $25,984.86 for these items. This amount appears to 
be reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be 
$63,886.86. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Scott Lesko in the amount not to exceed $25,984.86 for 
additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
G. Joseph Longo Additional Costs: Mr. Longo’s project is located at 140 Thoroughbred 

Road, Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Franklin. His engineer is Paul Gossen. His 
contractor is Catskill Underground Services. This project was previously approved for 
$24,937.29. The contractor experienced very wet conditions during construction. The 
engineer instructed him to install 160 linear feet of curtain drain to divert the water. 
The contractor has requested $2,401.60 for the added work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be 
$27,338.89. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph Longo in the amount not to exceed $2,401.60 for 
additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
H. Kathleen Masterson Additional Costs: Ms. Masterson’s project is located at 334 

Wilson Road, Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Hamden. Her engineer is Paul 
Gossen. Her contractor is Tweedie Construction. Her proposed septic system will serve a 
three-bedroom house. A 1,000 gallon septic tank was previously installed on emergency 
basis for a cost of $9,911.14. Remaining major components include 17 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 270 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, 99 cubic yards of absorption 
fill material, six cubic yards of C-33 sand, three peat modules, 85 linear feet of improved 
swale and site restoration. Three quotes were received to build this portion of the 
system. They were for $29,584.00, $31,200.00 and $31,212.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Tweedie Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project cost with this additional 
amount will be $39,495.14. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Kathleen Masterson in the amount not to 
exceed $29,584.00 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
I. Ian McAfee Additional Cost: Mr. McAfee’s project is located at 134 Lower Gorge View 

Lane, Roxbury, New York 12474, in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer is John Bolger. 
His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. This project was previously approved for 
$33,000.00. The contractor has requested $232.49 for material cost increases. He 
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provided documentation of what he paid. Staff believes this amount is reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be $33,232.49, The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Ian McAfee in the amount not to exceed $232.49 for additional costs to build 
his septic system.  

 
J. Keith McKee Additional Cost: Mr. McKee’s project is located at 130 Beech Ridge Road 

North, Westkill, New York 12493, in the Town of Lexington. His engineer is Praetorius & 
Conrad. His contractor is Van Etten Trucking. His project was previously approved for 
$50,575.00. During construction groundwater was surfacing in the absorption area. The 
engineer instructed the contractor to install 100 linear feet of curtain drain to divert the 
water. The contractor has requested $1,501.00 for the added work. The total project 
cost with this additional amount will be $52,076.00. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Keith McKee in the 
amount not to exceed $1,501.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
K. Jennifer Montalbano Additional Cost: Ms. Montalbano’s project is located at 7 

Highview Road, Phoenicia, New York 12464 in the Town of Shandaken. Her engineer is 
Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Eberhardt Excavation. Her septic system was previously 
approved for $37,486.27. Additional fill material was required to complete the raised 
system due to variations in topography that were not apparent because of brush cover. 
The contractor has requested $1,960.96 for the added work. This cost appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be 
$39,447.23. The Committee recommended that a resolution be bought before the Board 
of Directors to reimburse Jennifer Montalbano in the amount not to exceed $1,960.96 
for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
L. Thomas Robertson Additional Cost: Mr. Robertson’s project is located at 2929 Launt 

Holllow Road, Hamden, New York 13782, in the Town of Hamden. His engineer is Steele 
Brook Engineering. His contractor is Catskill Underground Services. His project was 
previously approved for $22,950.64. The contractor encountered groundwater in the 
absorption field area during construction. The engineer instructed him to install 70 
linear feet of extra deep curtain drain with 6” perforated pipe to divert the water. The 
contractor has requested $2,323.30 for the added work. This cost appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be 
$25,273.94. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Thomas Robertson in the amount not to exceed 
$2,323.30 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
M. Bertha Rogers Additional Cost: Ms. Rogers’ project is located at 6430 County Highway 

16, Delhi, New York 13753 in the Town of Franklin. Her engineer is Paul Gossen. Her 
contractor is Catskill Underground Services. Her project was previously approved for 
$29,900.65. The contractor has requested $3,575.68 for material cost increases. He has 
provided documentation of what he paid. Staff believes that this cost appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional amount will be 
$33,476.33. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Bertha Rogers in the amount not to exceed $3.575.68 
for additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
N. Kevin Spelman Additional Cost: Mr. Spelman’s project is located at 180 Meehan Road, 

Margaretville, New York 12455, in the Town of Middletown. His engineer is Steele Brook 



5 
 

Engineering. His contractor is Donald Allen Excavating. His project was previously 
approved for $29,950.00. The contractor has requested $762.00 for material cost 
increases. He has provided documentation of what he paid. Staff believes that this cost 
appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost with this additional 
amount will be $30,712.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Kevin Spelman in the amount not to exceed 
$762.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
O. Hanne Vorkapich Additional Costs: Ms. Vorkapich’s project is located at 6838 Airport 

Road, Lexington, New York 12352, in the Town of Lexington. Her engineer is Steven 
Schildhorn. Her contractor is Blue Mountain Excavation. Her septic system was installed 
at a cost of $29,970.79. About two weeks after the system was completed, sewage was 
observed leaking from the lower taper corner. The engineer believes it was caused by 
fill material with a high clay content. He instructed the contractor to remove 90 cubic 
yards from the taper corner and replace it with extra sandy loam material. The existing 
tank was determined to be a 1,000 gallon tank after it was uncovered and inspected. A 
1,250 gallon tank was required because there is a garbage disposal in the house. The 
engineer instructed the contractor to install a 500 gallon septic tank in series with the 
existing tank. The 500 gallon tank was installed between the existing septic tank and the 
absorption field. Baffles were left intact. The contractor has requested $1,818.00 for the 
additional septic tank; $2,758.00 for the labor and machine time to remove the fill 
material; $3,200.00 for new fill material and $1,500.00 for topsoil, seed and mulch.  

 
A motion was made to discuss materials and paying for them a second time. CWC would 
not pay for a second tank if a new tank was defective. Fill material should be considered 
the same. It is possible to get bad material from a gravel bank that has been tested.  The 
request for the costs of removing the bad fill material and replacing it with new were 
denied. The cost of the 500 gallon septic tank and topsoil, seed and mulch were 
determined to be eligible costs. ($1,818.00 + $1,500.00 = $3,318.00). The total project 
cost with this additional amount will be $33,288.79. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Hanne Vorkapich in 
the amount not to exceed $3,318.00 for additional costs to build her septic system. 
 

P. Yvonne Fuller Additional Costs: Ms. Fuller’s project is a Second Time Repair located at 
411 High Point Mountain Road, West Shokan, New York 12494, in the Town of Olive. 
Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Eberhardt Excavation.  Her project was 
previously approved for $37,925.42. There were extremely wet conditions during 
construction. A curtain drain was needed to divert groundwater that was not present at 
the time of soil testing. Shallow bedrock was encountered while building the curtain. A 
hammer was necessary to complete the work. Two large trees had to be removed. 
Extreme runoff was coming from a culvert under the Town road and caused a bad 
washout. The culvert has been there for years. The culvert was extended past the septic 
system. The contractor has requested $18,004.67 for the added work. The total project 
cost with this additional amount will be $55,930.09.  The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Yvonne Fuller in the 
amount not to exceed $18,004.67 for additional costs to build her septic system. 
 

Q. Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on activity in the Septic 
Maintenance Program. 62 homeowners were reimbursed for pump outs over the past 
month. 545 homeowners have been reimbursed for pump outs this year. This number is 
above last year. 
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R. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program. 
 

S. Septic Update: 28 homeowners were reimbursed for septic system repairs last month. 
222 homeowners have been reimbursed for septic system repairs this year.   

 
 

T. Other: Allen Hinkley informed the Committee that he had received a call from a pumper 
who was having difficulty unloading his truck at NYC operated plants. Dave Warne said 
that the plants were accepting 2 million gallons of septage per year. This about twice 
what it should be for CWC programs. DEP wants to prioritize haulers doing pump outs 
for our programs.  

 
The pumper told Allen that about 90% of the second homes he pumps out are mostly 
water. Maybe second homes could go longer between pump outs. Short term rentals are 
also an issue. Haulers are encouraged to call ahead to dump at NYC operated plants. 
Some pumpers have large trucks that carry more than the plant can take. Septage is a 
higher load than municipal wastewater. Under the MOA, NYC operated treatment plants 
are obligated to accept septage from CWC Programs but are not required to accept it 
from other sources. Haulers provide the plants with lists of addresses where they 
pumped septic tanks.  
 
CWC recommends that homeowners pump their septic tanks every three to five years. 
Solids do break down in a properly operating septic tank, but turn to sludge, which 
needs to be pumped out frequently enough that it does not migrate to the absorption 
field. Pumpers can measure sludge to see if a pump out is needed. If sludge fills 30% of 
the tank volume, a pump out is needed. 

   
 
Jason reviewed the chart of Septic Program funding. At an average cost of $32,000.00 
per system, we are currently about 20 systems short. CWC is preparing an invoice for 
January, 2022 for $1.8 million. We are still receiving large numbers of calls asking about 
the program. DEP offered an amendment to the program contract in October. Jason has 
heard nothing since. We hope to open the program again.  
 
Jason will put together a summary of additional costs. Many of them are for wet 
conditions and rock removal. The two-year deadline may be good for water quality, but 
the rush to complete systems when conditions are wet may increase costs. Staff 
continues to push homeowners, engineers and contractors to complete projects. 
Currently, 30 homeowners are asking for extensions of their deadlines. Many have good 
reasons. Some need easements. Some have other complications.  
 

 
IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for January 4, 2022. 

 
V.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM.  


