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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

October 4, 2022 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete (Director), 
Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen Hinkley 
(Director), Thomas Snow (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Nick Carbone (Delaware Co. Watershed Affairs by Zoom), 
Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Mary Crisafulli (The 
Reporter by Zoom), Jim Eisel (Director), Heidi Emrich (Ulster Co. Dept. of Environment by 
Zoom), Matthew Giannetta (NYCDEP), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof 
(Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Katie Lynch EPA by Zoom), Michael Maloney 
(NYSDOH by Zoom), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS/WPPC 
by Zoom), Michael Meyer (NYCDEP), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH by Zoom), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), 
Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Jeff Senterman (Director), Jim Sofranko 
(Director), Morgan Tarbell (NYSDOH by Zoom), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH by Zoom) 

 
I.          Arthur Merrill Called the meeting to order at 9:36 AM.  

 
II.         Minutes from the September, 2022 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved 

as written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Thomas Alterson Over $25,000.00: Mr. Alterson’s residence is located at 5653 Route 23C, 

Lexington, New York 12452 in the Town of Lexington. CWC staff determined that his septic 
system is failing. His engineer is Steven Schildhorn His contractor is Black Forest Excavating. 
Mr. Alterson’s two-year deadline is August 2, 2024. His proposed septic system will serve a 
three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 37 
linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 309 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 240 linear feet of absorption trench, 110 linear feet of curtain drain, 
25 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 80 pipe, remove seven trees and site restoration. M. 
Alterson’s contractor, Black Forest Excavation, submitted a quote for $29,995.74 to build this 
system. This amount is slightly below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the 
Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Thomas Alterson in the amount not to exceed $29,995.74 to 
build his septic system.  

 
B. Hermann Amsz Over $25,000.00: Mr. Amsz’s residence is located at 521 Deer Run Road. 

Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff determined that his existing 
septic system is failing. His engineer is John Bolger, P.E., His contractor is Jim Peters 
Excavating. Mr. Amsz’s two-year deadline is January 20, 2024. His proposed septic system 
will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of the system include a 1,000 gallon 
poly septic tank, one poly pump chamber, 33 linear feet of gravity pipe, 14 linear feet of force 
main, one distribution box, 70 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 210 linear feet of Presby 
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pipe, 27 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 107 linear feet of vent pipe, remove nine trees and site 
restoration. Mr. Amsz’s contractor, Jim Peters Excavating, has submitted a quote for 
$29,999.00 to build this system. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Hermann Amsz in the amount not to 
exceed $29,999.00 to build his septic system. 

 
C. Rose Annis Over $25,000.00: Ms. Annis’ residence is located at 953 Shaw Road, 

Bloomville, New York 13739 in the Town of Kortright. CWC staff determined that her septic 
system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is LaFever 
Excavating. Ms. Annis’ two-year deadline is April 1, 2024. Her proposed septic system will 
serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of the system include a 1,000 gallon septic 
tank, 130 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 300 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of Presby pipe, 25 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 80 linear 
feet of vent pipe, remove one large tree close to the house, set the tank with a large excavator 
and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $38,500.00, 
$41,700.00 and $42,500.00. The lowest quote, submitted by LaFever Excavating, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Rose Annis in the amount not to exceed $38,500.00 to build her septic system. 

 
D. Scott Arnold Over $25,000.00: Mr. Arnold’s residence is located at 57 Minwawa 

Road, Tannersville, New York 12485 in the Town of Hunter. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is Christopher DiChiaro. His contractor is 
Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Arnold signed into the program before a two-year deadline was 
required. His proposed system will serve an eight-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 2,500 gallon septic tank, one siphon chamber 235 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
one effluent filter, three distribution boxes, 900 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 780 
linear feet of absorption trench, 185 linear feet of curtain drain, 62 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 240 linear feet of access road and extensive site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were for $93,500.00, $95,000.00 and $98,400.00. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Chad Davis Contracting, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The CWC reimbursement to the homeowner is 
$93,500.00 X 60% = $56,100.00. The homeowner is responsible for $37,400.00. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Scott Arnold in the amount not to exceed $56,100.00 to build his septic system. 

 
E. Herman Bouton Over $25,000.00: Mr. Bouton’s residence is located at 3731 

County Highway 36, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff determined 
that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Jim 
Peters Excavating. Mr. Bouton’s two-year deadline is January 25, 2024. His proposed septic 
system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, a poly pump chamber, 28 linear feet of gravity pipe, 128 linear feet of force 
main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 210 linear feet of Presby pipe, 40 cubic yards of 
C-33 sand, 171 linear feet of vent pipe and site restoration. Mr. Bouton’s contractor, Jim 
Peters Excavating, has submitted a quote for $29,999.00 for this project. This amount is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Herman Bouton in the amount not to exceed $29,999.00 to build his septic system.  
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F. Dean Davaros Over $25,000.00: Mr. Davaro’s residence is located at 653 Mill Street, 

Windham, New York 12496 in the Town of Windham. CWC staff determined that his existing 
septic system is failing. His engineer is Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is G.R. Excavation. 
Mr. Davaros’ two-year deadline is June 25, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a 
four-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 109 
linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 642 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 330 linear feet of absorption trench, 51 linear feet of curtain drain, 
17 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 125 linear feet of access road and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $46,713.36, $47,131.21 and 
$48,850.00. The lowest quote, submitted by G.R. Excavation, is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Dean 
Davaros in the amount not to exceed $46,713.36 to build his septic system.  

 
 
G. Brian Epstein Over $25,000.00: Mr. Epstein’s residence is located at 2652 Margaretville 

Mountain Road, Margaretville, New York 12455, in the Town of Middletown. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. 
His contractor is Lasting Impression Landscape. Mr. Epstein’s two-year deadline is June 23, 
2023. His proposed septic system will serve a four bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank., one pump chamber, 58 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
185 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 345 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 300 linear feet of absorption trench, 155 linear feet of improved 
swale, remove 22 trees, extensive brush removal, 90 linear feet of access road, setting the 
tanks with a large excavator, move 110 linear feet of gravel driveway, remove a walkway and 
stonewalls, 20 linear feet of fifteen-inch culvert  and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were for $63,375.00, $69,700.00 and $70,468.11. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Lasting Impression Landscape, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost 
of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Brian Epstein in the 
amount not to exceed $63,675.00 to build his septic system. 

 
H. Judy Lazina Over $25,000.00: Ms. Lazina’s residence is located at 2155 Scotch Hill Road, 

Bloomville, New York 13739 in the Town of Kortright. CWC staff determined that her existing 
septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is Lasting 
Impression Landscape. Ms. Lazina’s two-year deadline is August 25, 2023. Her proposed 
septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 
1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 238 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, 
one distribution box, 296 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 100 linear feet of curtain drain, 100 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove 
five trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for 
$33.956.40, $37,355.00 and $42,128.06. The lowest quote, submitted by Lasting Impression 
Landscape, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Judy 
Lazina in the amount not to exceed $33,956.40 to build her septic system.  

 
I. Lance Nazzaro Over $25,000.00: Mr. Nazzzaro’s residence is located at 129 Moore Hill 

Road, Grahamsville, New York 12725 in the Town of Neversink. CWC staff determined that 
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his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Ward Engineering. His contractor is 
Dexter Construction. Mr. Nazzaro’s two-year deadline is July 8, 2023. His proposed septic 
system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 80 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 350 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 275 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 150 linear feet of curtain drain, ten linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove 22 
trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for 
$44,100.00, $48,500.00 and $49,500.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Dexter Construction, 
is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Lance Nazzaro in the amount not to exceed $44,100.00 to build his septic system.  

 
J. Donald Pesciotta Over $25,000.00: Mr. Pesciotta’s residence is located at 5 Miles Road, 

Jewett, New York 12444, in the Town of Jewett. CWC staff determined that his existing septic 
system is failing. His engineer is Kaaterskill Associates. His contractor is Ryan Martin 
Excavating. Mr. Pesciotta’s two-year deadline is February 15, 2024. His proposed septic 
system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, 85 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 756 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 169 cubic yards of random fill material, 275 linear feet 
of absorption trench, 120 linear feet of curtain drain, 110 linear feet of curtain drain outlet 
pipe and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for 
$59,000.00, $63,700.00 and $65,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Ryan Martin 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Donald Pesciotta in the amount not to exceed $59,000.00 to build his 
septic system. 

 
K. John Petrera Over $25,000.00: Mr. Petrera’s residence is located at 420 County Highway 6, 

Margaretville, New York 12455. in the Town of Middletown. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is 
Donald Allen Excavating Mr. Petrera’s two-year deadline is January 21, 2024. His proposed 
septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 
1,000 gallon septic tank, one siphon chamber, 153 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, 
one distribution box, 150 square feet of absorption bed, 120 linear feet of curtain drain, 50 
linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 140 linear feet of access road, remove seven trees and 
site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were for $40,031.00, 
$46,496.00 and $48.234.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Donald Allen Excavating, is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse John Petrera in in the amount not to exceed $40,031.00 to build his septic system.  

 
L. Barbara Schobel Over $25,000.00: Ms. Schobel’s residence is located at 86 Deer Valley 

Road, Jewett, New York 12444 in the Town of Jewett. CWC staff determined that her existing 
septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steven Schildhorn. Her contractor is Belgian Trucking 
& Excavating. Ms. Schobel’s two-year deadline is June 21, 2023. Her proposed septic system 
will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1.250 gallon 
septic tank, 60 linear feet of gravity pipe, 25 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, 91 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 200 cubic yards of random fill, three peat modules, 75 
linear feet of curtain drain, remove nine trees, 160 linear feet of access road, excavate and 
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spread a cut and fill area and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were for $53,555.00, $56,250.00 and $58,200.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
Belgian Trucking and Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Barbara Schobel in the amount not to exceed $53,500.00 to build her septic 
system. 

 
M. Anna Van Etten Over $25,000.00: Ms. Van Etten’s residence is located at 500 County Route 

40, Maplecrest, New York 12454 in the Town of Windham. CWC staff determined that her 
existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is Praetorius & Conrad. Her contractor is Blue 
Mountain Excavating. Ms. Van Etten’s two-year deadline is July 16, 2023. Her proposed septic 
system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, 19 linear feet of gravity pipe, 21 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, 
294 cubic yards of absorption fill material, two peat modules, remove three large trees, 35 
linear feet of access road and site restoration.  Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were for $39,091.38, $42,275.18 and $42,500.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Blue 
Mountain Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the 
Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Anna Van Etten in the amount not to exceed $39,091.38 to 
build his septic system. 

 
 

N. Bernard Cohen Additional Cost: Mr. Cohen’s residence is located at 2 Turkey Hill Road, 
Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of Middletown. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Josh 
Construction Services. This project was previously approved for $26,122.66. The contractor 
had to bring in an extra load of fill due to slight variation in topography. More shrubs and 
branches had to be removed to install the septic tank and sewer line. The contractor has 
requested $959.85 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. 
The total project cost will be $27,082.51. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board to reimburse Bernard Cohen in the amount not to exceed $959.85 
for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
O. Ruth Defries Additional Cost: Ms. Defries’ residence is located at 43 Carle Road, Mount 

Tremper, New York 12457 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff determined that her existing 
septic system was failing. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Chad Davis 
Contracting. This project was previously approved for $40,238.86. The contractor discovered 
a damaged eight-foot culvert that was unsafe to cross with large trucks. He leveled the top 
and installed large steel plates to distribute weight. Tri-axle truckloads of fill material were 
dumped on one side of the culver and loaded onto a smaller dump truck to cross it. The 
contractor has requested $15,100.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $55,338.86. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Ruth Defries in the 
amount not to exceed $15,100.00 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
P. Gustavo Ferraro Additional Cost: Mr. Ferraro’s residence is located at 88 Minew Road, 

Lexington, New York 12452 in the Town of Lexington. CWC staff determined that his existing 
septic system was failing. His engineer is Kaaterskill Associates. His contractor is K. O’Hara 
Contracting. This project was previously approved for $24,996.00. The contractor had to rent 
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a crane to set the septic tank and flout chamber due to site difficulty.  A second sewer line was 
discovered after the contractor had already excavated to install the new tanks. Tank locations 
were changed. The contractor had to fill in areas he had dug. The contractor has requested 
$14,867.20 for added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
homeowner is eligible for 60% of reasonable cost. $14,867.20 X 60% = $8,920.32. The total 
project cost will be $33,916.32. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board to reimburse Gustavo Ferraro in the amount not to exceed $8,920.32 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
Q. William Fiedler Additional Cost: Mr. Fiedler’s residence is located at 5632 Dry Brook Road, 

Arkville, New York 12406 in the Town of Hardenburgh. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system was failing. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Hubbell, 
Incorporated. Mr. Fiedler’s two-year deadline is June 7, 2024. His proposed septic system will 
serve a three-bedroom house. This project was previously approved in 2005 for $2,989.12 to 
install a 1,000 gallon septic tank. Most of the major components include a pump chamber, 
two linear feet of gravity pipe, 48 linear feet of force main, a distribution box, 350 cubic yards 
of absorption fill material, 240 linear feet of absorption trench, 85 linear feet of curtain drain, 
35 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove 28 trees and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were for $44,000.00, $45,234.00 and $45,800.00. The 
lowest quote, submitted by Hubbell, Incorporated, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project cost will be $46,989.12. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse 
William Fiedler in the amount not to exceed $44,000.00 for additional costs to build his septic 
system. 

 
R. Elizabeth Fried Additional Cost: Ms. Fried’s residence is located at 1 Mullen Road, 

Shandaken, New York 12480 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff determined that her 
existing septic system was likely to fail. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is 
Michael Formont. This project was previously approved for $38,584.25. A second cesspool 
was discovered while installing the new septic system. It had to be pumped and 
decommissioned. An underground roof drain had to be extended 50 linear feet beyond the 
new septic system. The contractor has requested $1,447.50 for the added work. He has also 
requested $2,247.31 for material price increases for 225 cubic yards of fill material, 36 cubic 
yards of topsoil, a 1,250 gallon concrete septic tank, 20.03 cubic yards of stone, 50 linear feet 
of Sewer and Drain pipe, 40 linear feet of SDR 35 pipe, 20 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 
pipe, one 90 degree elbow and two 45 degree elbows. $1,447.50 + $2,247.31 = $3,694.81. 
This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $42,279.06. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse 
Elizabeth Fried in the amount not to exceed $3,694.81 for additional costs to build her septic 
system.  

 
S. Gregory Gruntler Additional Cost: Mr. Gruntler’s residence is located at 722 Bostock 

Mountain Road, Boiceville, New York 12412 in the Town of Olive. CWC staff determined that 
his existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is 
Eberhardt Excavation. This project was previously approved for $36,116.11. The contractor 
has requested $6,268.40 for material price increases for 60 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 
40 PVC pipe, one 1,000 gallon septic tank, 80 cubic yards of stone, 215 linear feet of four-inch 
SDR 35 pipe, 435 cubic yards of fill material, trucking costs for 607 cubic yards of materials, 
112 cubic yards of topsoil and a tank delivery surcharge. This amount appears to be 
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reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $42,384.51. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Gregory Gruntler in the amount not to exceed $6,268.40 for additional costs to build his 
septic system.  

 
T. JoAnna Harvey Additional Cost: Ms. Harvey’s residence is located at 53 Traver Hollow 

Road, Boiceville, New York 12412 in the Town of Olive. CWC staff determined that her 
existing septic system was failing. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her contractor is Eberhardt 
Excavation. This project was previously approved for $23,930.63. The engineer asked the 
contractor to add 115 linear feet of four and a half foot deep curtain drain. A second septic 
tank was found after the system was completed and had to be decommissioned. More trees 
had to be removed to make room for the curtain drain. The contractor rented a special 
crawler to transport the material and dosing tank. The contractor has requested $14,139.91 
for the added work and $3,117.99 for material price increases for 80 linear feet of four-inch 
Schedule 40 pipe, 115 cubic yards of stone, 240 linear feet of four-inch SDR 35 pipe, trucking 
costs for 162 cubic yards of materials, 80 cubic yards of topsoil and a tank delivery surcharge. 
These amounts appear to be reasonable and justified. $14,139.91 + $3,117.99 = $17,257.90. 
The total project cost will be $41,188.53. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board to reimburse JoAnna Harvey in the amount not to exceed 
$17,257.90 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
 

U. Josephine Hughes Additional Cost: Ms. Hughes’ residence is located at 1225 West Hubbell 
Hill Road, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of Middletown. CWC staff determined 
that her existing septic system was likely to fail. Her engineer is John Bolger, P.E. Her 
contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. This project was previously approved for $43,900.00. 
The contractor has requested $517.78 for material price increases for one 1,250 gallon septic 
tank and one 1,000 gallon poly pump chamber. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost will be $44,417.78. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Josephine Hughes in the amount not to 
exceed $517.78 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
V. Robert Kluthe Additional Cost: Mr. Kluthe’s residence is located at 103 Grandview Acres, 

Phoenicia, New York 12464 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff determined that his existing 
septic system was failing. His engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Mammoth 
Excavation. This project was previously approved for $13,950.42. The contractor has 
requested $779.25 for material price increases for 30 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 150 linear 
feet of Presby pipe, 40 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 pipe, ten coupling fittings, ten 
single offset fittings and trucking costs for 30 cubic yards of materials. This amount appears 
to be reasonable and justified. Mr. Kluthe is eligible for 60% of reasonable costs. $779.62 X 
60% = $467.55. The total project cost will be $14,417.97. The Committee recommended that 
Robert Kluthe be reimbursed in the amount not to exceed $467.55 for additional costs to 
build his septic system.  

 
W. Maskit Ronen Additional Cost: Mr. Ronen’s residence is located at 88 Jessop Road, Willow, 

New York 12495 in the Town of Woodstock. CWC staff determined that his existing septic 
system was likely to fail. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Eberhardt Excavation. 
This project was previously approved for $43,935.23. The contractor credited CWC back 
$3,358.95 for fill material he had quoted but did not need. He has requested $6,739.07 for 
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material price increases for 100 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 PVC pipe, 140 cubic 
yards of stone, 375 linear feet of four-inch SDR 35 PVC pipe, 390 cubic yards of fill material, 
trucking costs for 603 cubic yards of materials and 112 cubic yards of topsoil. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. CWC only pays cost differences documented on 
invoices. The total project cost will be $47,315.35. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Maskit Ronen in the amount not to 
exceed $6,739.07 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
X. Gena Somers Additional Cost: Ms. Somer’s residence is located at 4870 Dryden Road, 

Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Tompkins. CWC staff determined that her existing 
septic system was failing. Her engineer is Benjamin Dates. Her contractor is Dutcher 
Construction. Ms. Somers’ two-year deadline is June 29, 2023. Her proposed septic system 
will serve a three-bedroom house. This project was previously approved for $4,018.85 for 
installation of a 1,000 gallon septic tank to replace a collapsed steel tank. Most of the major 
components include 62 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 390 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of Presby pipe, 34 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 50 linear 
feet of vent pipe and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were 
for $33,191.74, $33,300.00 and $34,110.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Dutcher 
Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The total project cost will be $37,210.59. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Gena Somers in the amount not to 
exceed $33,191.74 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
Y. Joseph Sorbellini Additional Cost: Mr. Sorbellini’s residence is located at 504 Van 

Steenbergh Place, Shokan, New York 12481 in the Town of Olive. CWC staff determined that 
his existing septic system was failing. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Eberhardt 
Excavation. This project was previously approved for $14,478.85 for installation of a 1,000 
gallon septic tank. The contractor has requested $999.67 for material price increases for 42 
linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 PVC pipe, one 1,000 gallon septic tank, three cubic yards 
of stone, 80 cubic yards of random fill material, trucking costs for 92 cubic yards, 10 cubic 
yards of topsoil and a tank delivery surcharge. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost will be $15,487.52. The Committee recommended reimbursing 
Joseph Sorbellini in the amount not to exceed $999.67 for additional costs to build his septic 
system.  

 
Z. Amerah Underwood Additional Cost: Mr. Underwod’s residence is located at 51 Steep Hill 

Road, Ashland, New York 12407 in the Town of Ashland. CWC staff determined that his 
existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is Christopher DiChiaro. His contractor 
is C&C Excavating. This project was previously approved for $50,500.00. The contractor 
encountered rock while excavating for the septic tank and pump chamber. Instead of 
hammering, he was able to bring in additional fill material to properly cover and grade over 
the tanks. The contractor has requested $3,558.00 for the added work and $7,952.99 for 
material price increases for 60 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 PVC pipe, 120 cubic yards 
of stone, trucking costs for 540 cubic yards of materials, 120 cubic yards of topsoil, one 2,000 
gallon septic tank, 295 linear feet of two-inch force main, one 1,500 gallon pump tank, a 
delivery fuel surcharge, a pump set up and an effluent filter. The pump set up included floats, 
hardware and a pump. Pumps are hard to find. $3,558.00 + $7,952.99 = $11,510.99. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $62,010.99. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse 
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Amerah Underwood in the amount not to exceed $11,510.99 for additional costs to build his 
septic system.  

 
AA. John Carron Second Time Repair: Mr. Carron’’s residence is in the Town of Delhi. This 

project was paid for in 2007 under the Priority 4 Program. The area above the Eljen In-drain 
units is very wet, spongy and has a strong septic odor, even during very dry conditions. The 
homeowner had pump outs done in 2016 and 2022. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board to approve a second time repair for John Carron.  

 
BB. June Carey Second Time Repair: Ms. Carey’s residence is in the Town of Stamford. This 

project was paid for in 1988 under the Coordinator Program. The pump has stopped working 
and needs to be replaced. The homeowner had pump outs done in 2006 and 2022. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to approve a second 
time repair for June Carey. 

 
 
CC.           Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on 

         activity in the Septic Maintenance Program. Forty-five homeowners were 
reimbursed for pump outs over the past month. Three hundred ninety two 
homeowners have been reimbursed for pump outs this year. This number is 
less than last year. 

  
DD.           Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report in this program.  

 
EE.                Septic Update:  Twenty-nine homeowners were reimbursed for septic system 

repairs last month. One hundred sixty-six homeowners have been reimbursed for septic 
system repairs this year. This number is average. It has been hard for homeowners to find 
contractors. 

 
 

FF.                  Other: Tim Cox reviewed proposed changes to Septic Program Rules.  He suggested 
including residences owned by LLCs where a member lives full-time as primary residences. 
Some farms are LLCs. He proposed no longer accepting voter registration as proof of 
residence. A primary residence mortgage, pistol permit and STAR exemption could be 
considered valid proof of primary residence.  

 
He suggested that short-term rentals rented for 30 days or less would not be 
eligible for full-time status. Staff has visited several sites where owners of 
Airbnbs have shown proof of full time residence acceptable under present 
rules. Airbnbs are used differently that primary residences. They must be 
pumped out more frequently. Usage is more like a motel room than a residence. 
Under proposed rule changes, short-term rental properties would be eligible 
for 60% funding even if the owner lives there. Staff would check specified 
websites to see if a house is being used for short-term rental.  
 
Program staff are meeting more part-time residents. People are going to DMV 
to make quick changes so that they are eligible for 100%. They request that 
checks to pay for their projects be sent elsewhere. CWC staff has tried to keep 
as much funding available for full-time residents as they can. Investment 
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properties have a 40% cost share. We do not have the staff or enforcement 
ability to go back and change someone to 60% if it is discovered after sign-up 
that the property is being used as a short-term rental.  
 
 
A question was raised about older people who rent their house while they are 
away for the winter. Would they also be eligible only for 60%? The high cost of 
septic systems cause people to do what they can to get 100% funding. The 
Town of Olive recognizes that some people use their houses for short-term 
rental because they need the money.  
 
The Septic Program exists to preserve local communities as well as water 
quality. Full-time owners who rent their house for a short time because they 
need income to pay taxes will not have the money to begin septic system 
repairs.  
 
 
The Shokan Sewer Law does not differentiate between short-term and long-
term rentals. Housing prices have been driven up by investors buying houses 
for short-term rental. Making all Airbnbs and other short-term rentals eligible 
for 60% will not hurt owners who have money. It will hurt those who do not 
and are trying to make some extra income.  
 
A broader issue is how Towns regulate short-term rentals. The Town of Halcott 
is working on this. Elderly people rent homes when they go south for the 
winter. They are susceptible to failing septic systems. Safety is another issue. 
Affordable housing is in short supply.  
 
Short-term rentals bring some benefits to local communities. Guests patronize 
restaurants and other businesses. They create employment. Schoharie and 
Delaware County collect occupancy taxes. These taxes are an increasingly 
important revenue source. Some are well run. Some are not. Towns around 
Lake George regulate rentals so that they don’t have too many guests at a time, 
 
Mitch said that it is difficult to try to determine if a property is eligible for 
100% or 60%. Truthful people get a better deal than those who are not. This 
often frustrates staff.  
 
Proposed rule changes regarding short-term rental were tabled. 
 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to 
approve proposed Septic Program Rule changes excluding those that apply to 
short-term rentals. 
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for November 1, 2022. 
 

V.           The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM.  


