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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

January 3, 2023 
Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete (Director), 
Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), 
Jason Merwin (CWC), John Schwartz (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Nick Carbone (Delaware Co. Watershed Affairs by Zoom), Joseph 
Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Mary Crisafulli (Mountain Eagle by 
Zoom), Jim Eisel (Director), Heidi Emrich (Ulster Co. Dept. of Environment by Zoom), Jessica Feidler 
(CWC by Zoom), Matthew Giannetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), 
Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), 
James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS/WPPC by Zoom), Michael Meyer 
(NYCDEP), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH by Zoom), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP), 
Jeff Senterman (Director), Jim Sofranko (Director), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH by Zoom) 

 
I.          Arthur Merrill Called the meeting to order at 9:21 AM.  

 
II.         Minutes from the December, 2022 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Danielle Bennett Over $25,000.00: Ms. Bennett’s residence is located at 528 

State Route 296, Hensonville, New York 12439 in the Town of Windham. CWC 
staff determined that her septic system is likely to fail. Her engineer is Praetorius 
& Conrad. Her contractor is SM Young Construction. Ms. Bennett signed into the 
program on June 30, 2021. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
June 30, 2022 and was deemed complete on August 26, 2022. Her septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 26, 2022. Ms. 
Bennett’s two-year deadline is June 30, 2023. Her proposed septic system will 
serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,250 
gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 23 linear feet of gravity pipe, 37 linear feet of 
force main, an effluent filter, 74 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 176 cubic 
yards of random fill material, four peat modules, 90 linear feet of access road, 
remove eight trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were for $52,475.00, $54,595.00 and $54,750.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by SM Young Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Danielle 
Bennett in the amount not to exceed $52,475.00 to build her septic system.  
 

B. David Brooks Over $25,000.00: Mr. Brooks’ residence is located at 100 Brooks 
Hill Road, Sundown, New York 12740 in the Town of Denning. CWC staff 
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determined that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Ward 
Engineering. His contractor is Sheeley Oil & Excavating. Mr. Brooks signed into the 
program on May 28, 2021. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
September 6, 20222. His application was deemed complete and his septic system 
design was recommended for Design Approval on October 6, 2022. Mr. Brooks’ 
two-year deadline is May 28, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic 
tank, one siphon chamber, 165 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 400 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 250 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 132 linear feet of curtain drain, 25 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 180 linear feet of access road and site restoration. Three quotes have 
been received for this project. They are for $45,500.00, $49,225.00 and 
$50,890.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Sheeley Oil & Excavating, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse David Brooks in the amount not to exceed $45,500.00 to 
build his septic system. 

 
C. John Cuaron Over $25,000.00: Mr. Cuaron’s residence is located at 1227 

Wittenberg Road. Mount Tremper, New York 12457 in the Town of Woodstock. 
CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is David Rider, 
Professional Engineer. His contractor is L & L Earthworks. Mr. Cuaron signed into 
the program on May 6, 2022. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
June 15, 2022 and deemed complete on July 5, 2022. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on September 8, 2022. Mr. Cuaron’s 
two-year deadline is May 6, 2024. His proposed septic system is designed for six 
bedrooms and will serve an existing three-bedroom house. CWC is funding only 
components necessary for a three-bedroom home. Major components of this 
system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, one manhole, 250 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 138 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 589 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 240 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 218 linear feet of curtain drain, 60 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 130 linear feet of access road, set tanks with a large excavator, 15 
linear feet of six-inch sleeve, remove 22 trees and stumps and site restoration. 
Three quotes have been received for this project. They are for $97,960.00, 
$103,650.00 and $110,650.00. Staff has determined a fair cost for the three-
bedroom septic system to be $91,020.48. Mr. Cuaron is eligible for 60% 
reimbursement. $91,020.48 X 60% = $54,612.29. The lowest quote, submitted by 
L & L Earthworks is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based 
on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse John Cuaron in the amount 
not to exceed $54,612.29 to build his septic system. 

 
D. Danielle Lepiner Over $25,000.00: Ms. Lepiner’s residence is located at 16 

Abbey Road, Mt. Tremper, New York 12457 in the Town of Woodstock. CWC staff 
determined that her existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. 
Her contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Ms. Lepiner signed into the program on 
April 22, 2021. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on April 4, 2022 
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and deemed complete on April 14, 2022. Her septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on September 19, 2022. Ms. Lepiner’s 
two-year deadline is April 22, 2023. Her proposed septic system will serve a six-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 2.000 gallon septic 
tank, a siphon chamber, 148 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 520 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 1,200 square feet of 
absorption bed, 155 linear feet of curtain drain, 5455 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 195 linear feet of access road, remove 25 trees and stumps, change 
interior plumbing and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were for $77,547.33, $77,975.00 and $79,182.35. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Chad Davis Contracting, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Danielle 
Lepiner in the amount not to exceed $77,547.33 to build her septic system. 
 

E. Robert Perl Over $25,000.00: Mr. Perl’s residence is located at 59 Silver Hollow 
Road, Willow, New York 12495 in the Town of Woodstock. CWC staff determined 
that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Rex Sanford. His 
contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. Mr. Perl signed into the program on April 
12, 2021. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on August 2, 2022 and 
deemed complete on October 5, 2022. His septic system design was recommended 
for NYCDEP Design Approval on October 19, 2022. Mr. Perl’s two-year deadline is 
April 13, 2023. His proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. 
Major components of this system include a 1,500 gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 247 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 
540 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 420 linear feet of absorption trench, 
138 linear feet of curtain drain, 63 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 137 
linear feet of improved swale, 120 linear feet of access road, remove 43 trees and 
stumps, re-load materials into a smaller dump truck to deliver to the septic 
system area and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were for $99,271.51, $99,850.00 and $101,367.52. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Chad Davis Contracting, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values.  The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Robert Perl in 
the amount not.to exceed $99,271.51 to build his septic system.  

 
F. Mary Mhoon Walker Over $25,000.00: Ms. Mhoon Walker’s residence is located 

at 904 Reinertson Hilll Road, Bovina, New York 13740 in the Town of Bovina. 
CWC staff determined that her existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is 
Benjamin Dates. Her contractor is Delaware Bulldozing Corporation. Ms. Mhoon 
Walker signed into the program on November 3, 2022.  Her Design Application 
was received by NYCDEP on October 21, 2022 and deemed complete on 
November 14, 2022. Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on November 14, 2022. Ms. Mhoon Walker’s two-year deadline is 
November 3, 2024. Her proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. 
Major components of this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 465 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 
508 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 280 linear feet of absorption trench, 
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110 linear feet of curtain drain, 70 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 40 
linear feet of access road, four clean-outs and site restoration. Ms. Mhoon Walker’s 
contractor has submitted a quote for $44,967.00 to build this system. This amount 
is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
Ms. Mhoon Walker is eligible for 60% reimbursement. $44,967.00 X 60% = 
$26,980.20. Ground water issues around the septic tank and siphon chamber 
became apparent during construction. 40 linear feet of curtain drain and 80 linear 
feet of curtain drain outlet pipe were added to protect the tanks. The contractor 
has asked for $1,698.00 for the added work. $1,698.00 X 60% = $1,018.80. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified $26,980.20 + $1,018.80 + 
$27,999.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Mary Mhoon Walker in the amount not to exceed 
$27,999.00 to build her septic system.  

 
G. William Clarke Additional Cost: Mr. Clarke’s residence is located at 175 Upper 

Boiceville Road, Boiceville, New York 12412, in the Town of Olive. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford. His contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. This project was previously 
approved for $60,349.61. A footing drain and roof drains were discovered 
discharging in the direction of the septic system during construction. The drains 
were extended 200 linear feet. It was determined that an existing swale needed to 
be cleared of soil and debris and lengthened following a rain event to protect the 
system. The curtain drain was also extended to eliminate seepage occurring in the 
lower taper. The contractor has requested $3,960.000 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$64,309.61. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse William Clarke in the amount not to exceed 
$3,960.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
H. Miles Dubois Additional Cost: Mr. Dubois’ residence is located at 2122 Platte 

Clove Road, Elka Park, New York 12427. in the Town of Hunter. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is David 
Rider, Professional Engineer. His contractor is C & C Excavating. This project was 
previously approved for $56,000.00. Road drainage from Platte Clove Road 
significantly raised groundwater levels around the septic tank and pump chamber 
during a storm event while the system was being built. The engineer directed the 
contractor to install 150 linear feet of curtain drain around the tanks to prevent 
infiltration. The contractor has requested $3,900.00 for the added work. He has 
also requested $7,818.75 for material price increases for one 1,500 gallon septic 
tank, one 1,250 gallon septic tank a tank delivery surcharge, three peat modules, 
trucking costs for 465 cubic yards of materials and 90 cubic yards of topsoil. 
These amounts appear to be reasonable and justified. $3,900.00 + $7,818.75 = 
$11,718.75. The total project cost will be $67,718.75. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Miles Dubois in in the amount not to exceed $11,718.75 for additional 
costs to build his septic system.  
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I. George Esposito Additional Cost: Mr. Esposito’s residence is located at 953 
Woodland Valley Road, Phoenicia, New York 12464 in the Town of Shandaken. 
CWC staff determined that his existing septic system was likely to fail. His 
engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Michael Formont. This project was 
previously approved for $19,250.00. The contractor has requested $1,471.50 for 
material price increases for ten 90 degree elbows, 60 linear feet of four-inch 
Schedule 40 pipe, a tank delivery charge, six four-inch tees, 210 linear feet of 
Presby pipe, 14 offset adapters and 14 Presby couplings. This amount appears to 
be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $20,721.50. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse George Esposito in the amount not to exceed $1,471.50 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
J. Dan Gutman Additional Cost: Mr. Gutman’s residence is located at 462 Little 

Timber Road, Jewett, NY 12444 in the Town of Jewett. CWC staff determined that 
his existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is Christopher DiChiaro. 
His contractor is C&C Excavating. This project was previously approved for 
$68,700.00. The contractor has requested $5,711.31 for material price increases 
for 440 linear feet of Presby pipe, 40 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 pipe, 33 
offset couplings, 22 offset adapters, 22 ninety-degree elbows, one four-inch tee, 
trucking costs for 240 cubic yards of materials, one pump set-up, a tank delivery 
surcharge, one 2,000 gallon septic tank and 45 cubic yards of topsoil. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $74,711.31. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Dan Gutman in the amount not to exceed $5,711.31 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
K. Maureen Heffernan Additional Cost: Ms. Heffernan’s residence is located at 59 

Siam Road, Windham, New York 12496 in the Town of Windham. CWC staff 
determined that her existing septic system was likely to fail. Her engineer is Rothe 
Engineering. Her contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavating. This project was 
previously approved for $43,800.00. The contractor has requested $4,178.63 for 
material price increases for a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a 1,000 gallon pump 
chamber, a tank delivery surcharge, an effluent filter, 96 linear feet of Cur-tech 
units, 48 cubic yards of topsoil, 350 cubic yards of absorption fill material and 20 
linear feet of four-inch PVC pipe. The total project cost will be $47,978.63. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Maureen Heffernan in the amount not to exceed $4,178.63 
for additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
 

L. Ronald Koch Additional Cost: Mr. Koch’s residence is located at 584 County 
Route 23C, Windham, New York 12427 in the Town of Windham. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is 
Kaaterskill Associates. His contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavation. This 
project was previously approved for $64,500.00. The contractor is requesting 
$7,853.28 for material price increases for 135 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 
pipe, a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 485 linear feet of four-inch SDR 35 pipe, trucking 
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costs for 1,765 cubic yards of materials, 75 cubic yards of topsoil, a tank delivery 
surcharge and a distribution box. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost will be $72,353.28. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Ronald Koch in the 
amount not to exceed $7,853.28 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
M. Janice Lanzarotta Additional Cost: Ms. Lanzarotta’s residence is located at 27 

Deseo Drive, Shokan, New York 12481 in the Town of Olive. CWC staff determined 
that her existing septic system was likely to fail. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her 
contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. This project was previously approved for 
$26,345.39. The contractor is requesting $547.95 for material price increase for 
trucking costs for 195 cubic yards of materials. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $26,893.34. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Janice 
Lanzarotta in the amount not to exceed $547.95 for additional costs to build her 
septic system.  

 
N. James McCabe Additional Cost: Mr. McCabe’s residence is located at 1162 

County Route 10, Windham, New York 12496 in the Town of Windham. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was failing. His engineer is Christopher 
DiChiaro. His contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavating. This project was 
previously approved for $34,800.00. The contractor is requesting $4,145.92 for 
material price increases for 160 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 pipe, a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, a 1,000 gallon pump chamber, 215 linear feet of four-inch SDR 
35 pipe, trucking costs for 443 cubic yards of materials, 45 cubic yards of topsoil, 
a tank delivery surcharge, 56 cubic yards of stone and an effluent filter. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$38,945.92. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board to reimburse James McCabe in the amount not to exceed $4,145.92 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
O. John Montella Additional Cost: Mr. Montella’s residence is located at 19 

Fairbairn Road, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of Hardenburgh. CWC 
staff determined that his existing septic system was likely to fail. His engineer is 
Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Donald Allen Excavating. This project 
was previously approved for $24,995.40. The contractor is requesting $559.50 for 
material price increases for 120 linear feet of Presby pipe, eight offset adapters 
and 12 Presby couplings. Staff believes that a reasonable and justified cost for 
these items is $470.65. Mr. Montella is eligible for 60% reimbursement. $470.65 X 
60% = $282.39. The total project cost will be $25,277.79. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse John 
Montella in the amount not to exceed $282.39 for additional costs to build his 
septic system. 

 
P. Teresa Rossi Additional Cost: Ms. Rossi’s residence is located at 29 Guinnea 

Woods Road, Hunter, New York 12442 in the Town of Hunter. CWC staff 
determined that her existing septic system was failing. Her engineer is Steven 
Schildhorn. Her contractor is Blue Mountain Excavation. This project was 
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previously approved for $81,599.69. The contractor is requesting $4,770.00 for 
material price increase for six peat modules. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $86,369.69. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Teresa 
Rossi in the amount not to exceed $4,770.00 for additional costs to build her 
septic system.  

 
Q. George Sabsovich Additional Cost: Mr. Sabsovich’s residence is located at 314 

Bloomer Road, Tannersville, New York 12485 in the Town of Hunter. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was failing. His engineer is Christopher 
DiChiaro. His contractor is C&C Excavating. This project was previously approved 
for $47,350.00.  Runoff was observed flowing toward the new absorption field 
during construction. The engineer had the contractor install a swale above the 
septic system to prevent erosion. Plumbing was raised to avoid a pump chamber. 
The contractor has asked for $2,034.36 for the added work. He is also requesting 
$3,289.37 for material price increases for 240 linear feet of Presby pipe, 30 linear 
feet of four-inch Schedule 40 pipe, 12 end caps, 18 offset adapters, 11 ninety-
degree elbows, 42 linear feet of SDR 35 pipe, trucking costs for 480 cubic yards of 
material, a tank delivery surcharge and 60 cubic yards of topsoil. $2,034.36 + 
$3,289.37 = $5,323.73. These costs appear to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $52,673.73. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board to reimburse George Sabsovich in the amount not to 
exceed $5,323.73 for additional costs to build his septic system.   

 
R. Ilya Solovyev Additional Cost: Mr. Solovyev’s residence is located at 76 Lower 

Highland Circle, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was failing. His engineer is Rex Sanford. 
His contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavation. This project was previously 
approved for $69,416.41. The contractor has requested $7,117.83 for material 
price increases for two tank delivery charges, 140 linear feet of two-inch force 
main, trucking costs for 466 cubic yards of materials, a pump, 300 linear feet of 
four-inch SDR 35 pipe, 90 cubic yards of crushed stone, 85 cubic yards of topsoil, 
one Simplex panel, one two-inch union quick disconnect, three float switches and 
one check valve. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $76,534.24. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board to reimburse Ilya Solovyev in the amount not to exceed 
$7,117.83 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
S. Gene Sorrenti Additional Cost: Mr. Sorrenti’s residence is located at 444 Route 

52, Prattsville, New York 12468 in the Town of Lexington. His engineer is 
Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is Blue Mountain Excavation. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was failing. This project was previously 
approved for $39,058.80. The contractor has requested $1,055.00 for material 
price increase for two peat modules. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost will be $40,113.80. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Gene Sorrenti in the 
amount not to exceed $1,055.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
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T. Walter Srebnick Additional Cost: Dr. Srebnick’s residence is located at 276 

George Raeder Road, Grand Gorge, New York 12434 in the Town of Roxbury. His 
engineer is Rex Sanford. His contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavating. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system was likely to fail. This project was 
previously approved for $19,871.55. The contractor has requested $3,927.26 for 
material price increases for 70 cubic yards of topsoil, trucking costs for 318 cubic 
yards of materials, 40 cubic yards of stone, delivery charges for two tanks, 140 
linear feet of four-inch Schedule 40 pipe and 430 linear feet of four-inch sewer 
and drain pipe. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. Dr. Srebnick is 
eligible for 60% reimbursement. $3,927.26 X 60% = $2,356.36. The total project 
cost will be $22,227.91. The Committee recommended that Walter Srebnick be 
reimbursed in the amount not to exceed $2,356.36 for additional costs to build his 
septic system. 

 
U. Myoshin Thurman Additional Cost: Ms. Thurman’s residence is located at 5 

Elting Lane, Bearsville, New York 12409 in the Town of Woodstock. Her engineer 
is Joe Boek. Her contractor is Paul Borner. CWC staff determined that her existing 
septic system was likely to fail. This project was previously approved for 
$24,330.07. Shallow bedrock was encountered during installation of the septic 
tank and pump chamber. Hammering was required to attain adequate depths. The 
contractor has requested $1,437.50 for the added work. This amount appears to 
be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $25,767.57. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to 
reimburse Myoshin Thurman in the amount not to exceed $1,437.50 for additional 
costs to build her septic system.  

 
 

V. Allen Brown Additional Cost: Mr. Brown’s apartment building is located at 1617 
Route 28A, Hurley, New York 12491 in the Town of Hurley. His engineer is 
Brinnier & Larios. His contractor is Kemlage Excavating. This project is eligible for 
100% reimbursement of reasonable costs from the Expanded Septic Program. It 
was previously approved for $24,500.00. Bedrock was encountered while 
installing the septic tank and pump chamber. Eleven hours of hammering was 
required to attain proper depths. Trees had to be removed that were not in the 
contractor’s quote. The contractor has requested $5,762.50 for the added work. 
This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$30,262.50. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board to reimburse Allen Brown in the amount not to exceed $5,762.50 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
W. Lynne Curtis Second Time Repair: Ms. Curtis’ residence is in the Town of 

Middletown. Her project was paid for in 1999 under the Coordinator Program. 
Her house is in the hamlet of New Kingston and will be connected to the 
community wastewater collection system. It is not a full-time residence. The level 
in the septic tank is too high. Effluent runs back to the tank from the absorption 
field. This will be a managed repair. The owner had pump outs done in 2016, 2020 
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and 2022. The Committee recommended that Lynne Curtis be eligible for a second 
time repair.  

 
 

X. <12/31/2022 Annual Reimbursement Eligibility: The Annual Reimbursement 
Program has been extended every year since 2005, allowing people who had 
septic systems repaired or replaced curing the year to apply for reimbursement 
regardless of their Priority Area.  Tim discussed the history of the Reimbursement 
Program. Only residences with 50 feet from a watercourse were eligible for 
funding from the Septic Program when Reimbursement began. Homeowners who 
were not within Priority Areas but had paid for septic system repairs could apply 
for reimbursement at the end of each year. Currently, the Septic Program is open 
watershed wide. Only residences with design flows less than 1,000 gallons per 
day within the proposed Sewer District in Phoenicia are currently eligible for the 
Reimbursement Program. Commercial septic systems are not eligible. Mitch 
knows of three or four projects that will apply. Sufficient funds are available to 
pay for them. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board to extend the Annual Reimbursement Program through December 31, 
2022. 
 

Y.  Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee on 
         activity in the Septic Maintenance Program. Fifty-six homeowners were 

reimbursed for pump outs over the past month. Six hundred sixty-seven 
homeowners were reimbursed for pump outs in 2022.  

  
Z.   Septic Cluster: The Town of Middletown declined the Cluster Program for 

Clovesville.  A new onsite septic system is being designed for the residence with 
an identified failure.  
 

AA.   Septic Update:  Forty-two homeowners were reimbursed for septic system 
repairs last month. Two hundred eighty-five homeowners were reimbursed for 
septic system repairs in 2022. It was a good year.  

 
 

BB. Other:  Jason informed the Committee that we have a new Septic Maintenance 
Program contract. Staff is working on a new Schedule of Values. Contractors have 
already been calling to ask about it. Prices will be higher. There will still be some 
rollover material price increase requests. A question was raised, why are some 
projects are 60% reimbursements? These are non-primary residences. 
 

CC. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for February 7, 2023. 
 

IV.           The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 AM.  


