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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

June 6, 2023 
Draft Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete 
(Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Jason 
Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Donald Brown (CWC), Nick Carbone (Delaware County 
Department of Watershed Affairs by Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), 
Timothy Cox (CWC), James Eisel (Director), Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Department of 
Environment by Zoom),), Kyle Faraci (CWC), Matthew Giannetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Heidi 
Haynes (NYCDEP), Todd Henderson (CWC), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Heidi Haynes (NYCDEP), 
Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), 
Eric Lane (CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), 
Chris Matthews (Director), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS/WPPPC by Zoom), Michael Meyer 
(NYCDEP), Christianne Mones (CWC), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH by Zoom), Barbara Puglisi 
(CWC), Gabriel Riggle (NYCDEP), Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Jeff 
Senterman (Director), Tom Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Morgan Tarbell (NYSDOH by Zoom), 
Gerson Tavarez (NYCDEP), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH by Zoom)  

 
I.          Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:38 AM. 

 
II.         Richard Parete nominated Arthur Merrill to be Chair of the Septic Committee for 

the coming year. Mark Tuthill seconded the nomination. He was unanimously 
elected Chair of the Septic Committee.     

 
III.     Minutes from the May, 2023 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written. 
 
III. Septic Program: 

 
A. Ralph Albino Over $25,000.00: Mr. Albino’s residence is located at 226 South 

Beech Ridge Road, Westkill, New York 12492 in the Town of Lexington. CWC 
staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Rex Sanford. 
His contractor is Sam I Am Excavation. Mr. Albino signed into the program on 
September 2, 2021. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
February 27, 2023 and was deemed complete on April 26, 2023. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 26, 
2023. Mr. Albino’s two-year deadline is September 2, 2023. His proposed septic 
system will serve a two-bedroom house. Most of the major components of this 
system include 163 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution 
box, 180 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 225 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 150 linear feet of curtain drain, remove 35 trees, 230 linear feet of 
access road and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were $43,335.82, $44,219.33 and $44,662.15. The lowest quote, submitted 
by Sam I Am Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
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that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Ralph 
Albino in the amount not to exceed $44,335.82 to build his septic system.  

 
B. Svenja Bastian Over $25,000.00: Ms. Bastion’s residence is located at 146 

Grogkill Road, Willow, New York 12495 in the Town of Woodstock. CWC Staff 
determined that her septic system is failing. Her engineer is Rex Sanford. Her 
contractor is Eberhardt Excavation. Ms. Bastian signed into the program on 
August 31, 2021. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on February 
27, 2021 and was deemed complete on April 13, 2023. Her septic system design 
was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 13, 2023. Ms. 
Bastian’s two-year deadline is August 31, 2023. Her proposed septic system will 
serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, 44 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 300 cubic 
yards of absorption fill material, 210 linear feet of Presby pipe, 45 cubic yards of 
C-33 sand, 40 linear feet of vent pipe, 85 linear feet of access road, remove a 
patio, plumbing modification and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were $42,719.78, $44,183.19 and $44,719.78. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Eberhardt Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Svenja Bastian in the amount not to exceed $42,719.78 to build her 
septic system.  

 
C. Charles Benda Over $25,000.00: Mr. Benda’s residence is located at 360 Old 

Cross Mountain Road, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of 
Middletown. CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer 
is Rex Sanford. His contractor is GC Landscaping & Excavation. Mr. Benda signed 
into the program on July 8. 2022. His Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on April 14, 2023 and was deemed complete on April 23, 2023. His 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on May 
15, 2023. Mr. Benda’s two-year deadline is July 8, 2024. His proposed septic 
system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 295 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent 
filter, one distribution box, 190 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 250 
linear feet of absorption trench, 30 linear feet of access road, remove 13 trees, 
move a shed and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were $40,374.92, $40,813.26 and $41,382.10. The lowest quote, submitted 
by GC Landscaping & Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Charles 
Benda in the amount not to exceed $40,374.92 to build his septic system.  

 
D. Betty Berke Over $25,000.00: Ms. Berke’s residence is located at 50 Barley 

Road, Highmount, New York 12441 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is likely to fail. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her contractor is Mammoth Excavation. Ms. Berke signed into the 
program on March 25, 2022. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
on August 15, 2022 and was deemed complete on October 28, 2022. Her septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on January 10, 
2023. Ms. Berke’s two-year deadline is March 25, 2024. Her proposed septic 
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system will serve one three-bedroom house and a one-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include one H20 1,500 gallon septic tank, an H20 
pump chamber, 188 linear feet of gravity pipe, 100 linear feet of force main, an 
effluent filter, one distribution box, 550 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
300 linear feet of absorption trench, set tanks with a large excavator, cast iron 
risers, 40 linear feet of access road, 35 linear feet of six-inch sleeve, 40 linear 
feet of four-inch Schedule 80 pipe, remove a large tree, extra excavation for 
depth of tanks and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were $85,347.54, $85,400.00 and $86,751.99. The lowest quote, submitted 
by Mammoth Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. Both houses are secondary 
residences eligible for 60% reimbursement. $85,347.54 X 60% = $51,208.53. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Betty Berke in the amount not to exceed $51,208.52 to 
build her septic system. 

 
E. Kevin Byam Over $25,000.00: Mr. Byam’s residence is located at 461 Dunham 

Road, Delhi, New York 13753 in the Town of Meredith. CWC staff determined 
that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Stephen McKeegan. His 
contractor is A&M Excavating. Mr. Byam signed into the program on July 28, 
2022. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on April 3, 2023 and was 
deemed complete on April 3, 2023. His septic system design was recommended 
for Design Approval on April 3, 2023. Mr. Byam’s two-year deadline is July 28, 
2024. His proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 175 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 355 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 280 linear feet of absorption trench, 190 linear feet of 
improved swale, 150 linear feet of access road, remove 17 trees and brush and 
site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were 
$54,800.00, $57,308.00 and $57,490.00. The lowest quote, submitted by A&M 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Kevin Byam in the amount 
not to exceed $54,800.00 to build his septic system. 

 
 

F. Robert Connelly Over $25,000.00: Mr. Connelly’s residence is located at 4244 
Betty Brook Road, South Kortright, New York, 13842 in the Town of Kortright. 
CWC staff determined that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is 
Benjamin Dates. His contractor is Boyle Excavating. Mr. Connelly signed into the 
program on January 26, 2022. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
on March 7, 2023 and deemed complete on March 27, 2023. His septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 21, 2023. Mr. 
Connelly’s two-year deadline is January 26, 2024. His proposed septic system 
will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system include 
1,000 gallon septic tank, 26 linear feet of gravity pipe, 38 linear feet of force 
main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 412 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 144 square feet of Eljen units, 145 linear feet of access road, remove 
20 trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They 
were $38,168.00, $39,018.83 and $42,021.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
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Boyle Excavating, is well below the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Robert Connelly in the 
amount not to exceed $38.168.00 to build his septic system. 

 
G. Samuel Galley Over $25,000.00: Mr. Galley’s residence is located at 11230 

State Highway 206, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Tompkins. CWC 
staff determined that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is 
Benjamin Dates. His contractor is Don Tweedie Excavating. Mr. Galley signed 
into the program on September 14, 2021. His Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on September 12, 2022 and deemed complete on September 29, 
2022. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval 
on January 30, 2023. Mr. Galley’s two-year deadline is September 14, 2023. His 
proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, one H20 pump chamber, 24 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 37 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 63 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 63 cubic yards of 
random fill material, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, three peat modules, 96 linear 
feet of gutter drain, set tanks with a large excavator and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were $40,550.00, $42,495.75 and 
$44,950.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Don Tweedie Excavating is below 
the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Samuel Galley in the amount not.to exceed $40,550.00 to 
build his septic system.  

 
H. Andrew Laster Over $25,000.00: Mr. Laster’s residence is located at 96 Stony 

Clove Lane, Chichester, New York 12416 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford. His contractor is Eberhardt Excavation. Mr. Laster signed into the 
program on April 21, 2022. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
March 10, 2023 and deemed complete on April 17, 2023. His septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 19, 2023. Mr. 
Laster’s two-year deadline is April 21, 2024. His proposed septic system will 
serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, 63 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 170 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 180 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 90 linear feet of curtain drain, 30 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, remove eight trees, 120 linear feet of access road and site 
restoration. Eberhardt Excavation has submitted a quote of $29,875.95 for this 
project. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Andrew Laster in the amount not to exceed $29,875.95 
to build his septic system.  

 
I. Carolyn Lewis Over $25,000.00: Ms. Lewis’ residence is located at 11 Seneca 

Trails, Walton, New York 13856, in the Town of Walton. CWC staff determined 
that her existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her contractor is Catskill Underground Services. Ms. Lewis signed 
into the program on August 12, 2022. Her design application was received by 
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NYCDEP on December 22, 2022 and deemed complete on January 17, 2023. Her 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
January 17, 2023. Ms. Lewis’ two-year deadline is August 12, 2024. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 48 linear feet of gravity pipe, an 
effluent filter, 163 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 120 linear feet of 
Presby pipe, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 35 linear feet of curtain drain, 47 
linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 95 linear feet of vent pipe, remove seven 
trees and site restoration. Two quotes were received for this project. They were 
$29,984.46 and $31,090.00. A third quote was not needed because one was 
received that was under $30,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Catskill 
Underground Services, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Carolyn Lewis in the amount not to exceed $29,984.46 to 
build her septic system. 

 
J. Magdalena Margiotta Over $25,000.00: Ms. Margiotta’s residence is located 

at 30 Peakes Brook Road, Delhi, New York 13753 in the Town of Delhi. CWC 
staff determined that her existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is 
Benjamin Dates. Her contractor is A&M Excavating. Ms. Margiotta signed into 
the program on June 1, 2021. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
on November 23, 2021 and deemed complete on December 2, 2021. Her septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on March 21, 
2022. Ms. Margiotta’s two-year deadline is June 1, 2023. Her proposed septic 
system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include one H20 1,250 gallon septic tank, an H20 pump chamber, 11 linear feet 
of gravity pipe, 37 linear feet of force main, 241 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, an effluent filter, one H20 distribution box, 210 linear feet of Presby 
pipe, 29 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 50 linear feet of access road, remove a deck, 
62 linear feet of vent pipe, extra excavation for bed area and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were $58,820.00, $59,408.00 
and $60,175.00. The lowest quote, submitted by A&M Excavating, is within 10% 
of the staff estimated cost of construction. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Magdalena Margiotta in 
the amount not to exceed $58,820.00 to build her septic system.  

 
K. Evelyn Polesny Over $25,000.00: Ms. Polesny’s residence is located at 110 

Grandview Road, Phoenicia, New York 12464 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC 
staff determined that her existing septic system is failing. Her engineer is Rex 
Sanford. Her contractor is Sam I Am Excavation. Ms. Polesny signed into the 
program on May 6, 2021. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
April 24, 2023, 2023 and deemed complete on May 5, 2023. Her septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on May 5, 2023. Ms. 
Polesny’s two-year deadline was May 6, 2023. She was granted an extension 
until September 1, 2023. Her proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic 
tank, 80 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 190 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 210 linear feet of Presby pipe, 45 cubic 
yards of C-33 sand, 170 linear feet of curtain drain, 40 linear feet of curtain 
drain outlet pipe, 70 linear feet of access road, 35 linear feet of vent pipe, 
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remove 19 trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were $44,188.63, $44,821.32 and $45.608.71. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Sam I Am Excavation is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse Evelyn Polesny in 
the amount not to exceed $44,188.63 to build her septic system. 

  
L. Pete Sluiter Over $25,000.00: Mr. Sluiter’s residence is located at 65 Perch 

Lake Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. Mitch informed the 
Committee that the homeowner signed up for the program, had a design done, 
then demolished the existing house before construction of his proposed septic 
system. Tim Cox cited the definition of a “Residence” in the Program Rules, “…a 
building constructed before November 2, 1995…Residence does not include a 
building that was substantially improved over 75% of its market value within 
20 years of date of application for enrollment in the Septic Program…” 

 
CWC staff did not know the house was being demolished until the project 
triggered the Stormwater Program. The contractor was going to begin 
construction before Board approval. Contractors are always told that they do 
that at their own risk. Mr. Sluiter’s existing septic system was determined to be 
likely to fail. The new house has two bedrooms. The old one had three 
bedrooms. A new Program Agreement has been written that refers to Septic 
Program Rules. The Committee recommended denying funding for Pete Sluiter’s 
septic system. 

 
M. Alan Trinkle Over $25,000.00: Mr. Trinkle’s residence is located at 439 Old 

Road, Windham, New York 12496 in the Town of Windham. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is 
Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is Ed Thompson Plumbing & Excavation. 
Mr. Trinkle signed into the program on April 13, 2022. His Design Application 
was received by NYCDEP on January 26, 2023 and deemed complete on 
February 21, 2023. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on February 21, 2023. Mr. Trinkle’s two-year deadline is April 
13, 2024. His proposed septic system will serve a six-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include a 2,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 
10 linear feet of gravity pipe, 408 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 715 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 510 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 205 linear feet of access road, 20 linear feet of four-inch 
Schedule 80 pipe and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were $77,000.00, $78,075.00 and $81,300.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Ed Thompson Plumbing & Excavating, is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board to reimburse Alan Trinkle in the amount not to 
exceed $77,000.00 to build his septic system.  

 
N. Glenn Usko Over $25,000.00: Mr. Usko’s residence is located at 235 Hubbard 

Road, Gilboa New York 12076 in the Town of Conesville. CWC staff determined 
that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. His contractor is SM Young Construction. Mr. Usko signed into the 
program on August 11, 2022. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
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on December 13, 2022 and deemed complete on February 16, 2023. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on March 8, 
2023. Mr. Usko’s two-year deadline is August 11, 2024. His proposed septic 
system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 96 linear feet of gravity 
pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 256 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 160 linear feet of absorption trench, 110 linear feet of curtain drain, 
60 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove brush and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were $38,446.25, $38,809.03 
and $41,350.00. The lowest quote, submitted by SM Young Construction, is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board to reimburse 
Glenn Usko in the amount not to exceed $38,446.25 to build his septic system. 

 
O. Robert Wood Over $25,000.00: Mr. Wood’s residence is located at 19 Timber 

Lake Road, Shandaken, New York 12480. in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff 
determined that his existing septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford. His contractor is Mammoth Excavation. Mr. Wood signed into the 
program on July 29, 2021. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
March 7, 2023 and deemed complete on April 26, 2023. His septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 26, 2023. Mr. 
Wood’s two-year deadline is July 29, 2023. His proposed septic system will 
serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 
gallon septic tank, 211 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 340 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 125 cubic yards of 
random fill material, 150 linear feet pf Presby pipe, 45 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 
57 linear feet of curtain drain, 30 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 135 
linear feet of access road, remove nine trees and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were $54,391.70, $55,038.41 and 
$55,852.62. The lowest quote, submitted by Mammoth Excavation, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Robert Wood in the amount not to exceed $54,391.70 to 
build his septic system.  

 
P. Sylvia Kochan Over $25,000.00: Ms. Kochan’s residence is located at 29 

Olander Road, East Jewett, New York 12424, in the Town of Jewett. This project 
is a Second Time Repair. Her existing septic system was paid for in 2008 under 
the Priority 4 Program. CWC staff determined that it is failing. Her engineer is 
John Bolger. Her contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavating. Ms. Kochan 
signed into the program on July 25, 2022. Her Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on September 1, 2022 and deemed complete on October 5, 2022. 
Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
January 10, 2023. Ms. Kochan’s two-year deadline is July 25, 2024. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 100 linear feet of gravity pipe, an 
effluent filter, one distribution box, 200 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
150 linear feet of Presby pipe, 45 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 76 linear feet of vent 
pipe, remove 12 trees, 300 linear feet of access road and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were $46,500.00, $47,200.00 and 
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$47,900.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Belgian Trucking & Excavating, is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Sylvia Kochan in the amount not to exceed 
$46,500.00 to build her septic system.  

 
Q. Herman Amsz Additional Cost: Mr. Amsz’s residence is located at 521 Deer 

Run Road, Denver, New York 12421. in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer is 
John Bolger. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. This project was previously 
approved for $29,999.00. The contractor encountered bedrock while installing 
the septic tank and pump chamber. Nineteen hours of hammering were 
required to attain the necessary depths. The contractor has requested $6,840.00 
for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total project cost will be $36,839.00. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Herman Amsz 
in the amount not to exceed $6,840.00 for additional costs to build his septic 
system. 

 
R. Alexander Begley Additional Costs: Mr. Begley’s residence is located at 161 

Begley Road, Windham, New York 12496 in the Town of Windham. His engineer 
is Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavating. This 
project was previously approved for $35,432.00. The high water pump alarm 
has gone off numerous times since the system was complete. Groundwater is 
infiltrating the tanks. The contractor is installing 110 linear feet of curtain drain 
to alleviate the issue. He has requested $4,250.00 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$39,682.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse Alexander Begley in the amount not to 
exceed $4250.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
S. Sal Esposito Additional Costs: Mr. Esposito’s residence is located at 954 Teed 

Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Masonville. His engineer is Steele 
Brook Engineering. His contractor is Catskill Underground Services. This project 
was previously approved for 40,441.97. A second sewer pipe was discovered 
during installation of the septic tank. The homeowner may not have notified the 
engineer that there were two pipes. Additional piping had to be installed to 
connect it to the new tank. The contractor has requested $1,036.00 for the 
added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $41,477.97. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Sal Esposito in the 
amount not to exceed $1,036.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
T. Kenneth Jewell Additional Costs: Mr. Jewell’s residence is located at 293 

Upper Boiceville Road, Boiceville, New York 12412 in the Town of Olive. CWC 
staff determined that his existing septic system is failing. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford. His contractor is Eberhardt Excavation. Mr. Jewell signed into the 
program on February 14, 2023. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
on February 22, 2021 and deemed complete on March 14, 2021. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on March 14, 
2021. Mr. Jewell’s two-year deadline is February 14, 2025. His proposed septic 
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system will serve a one-bedroom house. This is a secondary residence eligible 
for 60% reimbursement. This project was previously approved for $5,127.32 X 
60% = $3,076.39 to install an emergency 1,000 gallon septic tank. Most of the 
major components include a siphon chamber, 80 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, 345 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 110 linear feet of curtain drain, 35 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 65 linear feet of access road, remove 11 trees and site restoration. 
Eberhardt Excavation has submitted a quote for $44,389.41 for this project. 
This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. $44,389.41 X 60% = $26,633.65. The total project cost 
will be $29,710.04. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Kenneth Jewell in the amount not to 
exceed $26,633.65 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
 

U. John Muccino Additional Costs: Mr. Muccino’s residence is located at 222 
McMurdy Hill Road, Hobart, New York 13788 in the Town of Kortright. His 
engineer is McManus Engineering Group. His contractor is R&D Excavating. This 
project was previously approved for $52,361.66. Construction was completed in 
the fall. A spring seems to have appeared due to excavation. The engineer has 
recommended installation of 90 linear feet of curtain drain to prevent 
groundwater from following the force main and infiltrating the pump chamber. 
He also asked for additional random fill material to prevent water from flowing 
to the septic tank and pump chamber. The contractor has requested $6,200.00 
for the added work. The total project cost will be $58,561.00. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse John Muccino in the amount not to exceed $6,200.00 for additional 
costs to build his septic system. 

 
V. Daniel Oakley Additional Costs: Mr. Oakley’s residence is located at 15357 

County Highway 18, Hobart, New York 13788 in the Town of Stamford. His 
engineer is Sander Engineering. His contractor is Lasting Impression Landscape 
& Excavation. Mr. Oakley signed into the program on November 14, 2018, 
before there was a two-year deadline on the Program Agreement. His Design 
Application was received by NYCDEP on February 6, 2020 and deemed 
complete on February 13, 2020. His septic system design was recommended for 
NYCDEP Design Approval on February 13, 2020. His proposed septic system 
will serve a five-bedroom house. This project was previously approved for 
$4,280.50 to install an emergency 1,500 gallon septic tank. Most of the major 
components of this system include a pump chamber, eight linear feet of gravity 
pipe, 160 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, 48 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, four peat modules, 22 linear feet of four-inch Schedule 
80 pipe and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They 
were $38,302.16, $42,221.00 and $42,655.16. The lowest quote, submitted by 
Lasting Impression Landscape & Excavation, is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project 
cost will be $42,582.66. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Daniel Oakley in the amount 
not to exceed $38,302.16 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
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W. James Sanford Additional Costs: Mr. Sanford’s residence is located at 2072 
Perch Lake Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. His engineer is 
Rex Sanford. His contractor is Mammoth Excavation. This project was 
previously approved for $26,949.25. This is a secondary residence eligible for 
60% reimbursement. The contractor encountered bedrock during installation of 
the septic tank, pump chamber, sewer line and curtain drain. He had to hammer 
for 57 hours to achieve necessary depths. Additional stone was required for the 
curtain drain because of irregular elevations caused by hammering. A separate 
graywater line was discovered that had to be connected to the septic tank. The 
contractor has requested $25,095.55 for the added work. This amount appears 
to be reasonable and justified. $25,095.55 X 60% = $15,057.33. The total project 
cost will be $26,949.25 + $15,057.33 = $42,006.58. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse James Sanford in the amount not to exceed $15,057.33 for additional 
costs to build his septic system. 

 
 

X. Merry Gardepe Second Time Repair: Ms. Gardepe’s residence is in the Town 
of Tompkins. Her septic system was paid for in 2014 under the Priority 1B 
Program. The system is not yet ten years old. Under discretion of the Executive 
Director, this project is being considered for a Second Time Repair.  
Groundwater is infiltrating her septic tank and pump chamber. Recently her 
pump quit working. The peat module absorption field appears to still be in good 
condition. Staff believes that if new tanks are installed with a curtain drain 
around them the peat modules might be saved Ms. Gardepe had a maintenance 
pump out done in 2020. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to approve Merry Gardepe for a Second 
Time Repair. 

 
Y. David Mason Second Time Repair: Mr. Mason’s residence is in the Town of 

Hurley. His septic system was paid for in 1998 under the Reimbursement 
Program. The pump failed and has been replaced. Mr. Mason had maintenance 
pump outs done in 2010 and 2015.  The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve David Mason for 
a Second Time Repair.  

 
Z. Donald McPherson Second Time Repair: Mr. McPherson’s residence is in the 

Town of Middletown. It is within the Halcottsville Sewer District. His septic 
system was paid for in 2008 under the Priority 5 Program. Sewage is surfacing 
over the pump chamber. Mr. McPherson has had four pump outs since 2020. 
More pump outs can be paid for as a Managed Repair. It is cost effective to 
replace the pump. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to approve Donald McPherson for a Second Time 
Repair. 

 
AA. Jennifer Williamson Second Time Repair: Ms. Williamson’s residence 

is in the Town of Andes. Her septic system was paid for in 2008 under the 
Priority 5 Program. The floats and high level alarm were no longer working. The 
homeowner has replaced them. Ms. Williamson recently purchased the house 
and has not had a pump out done. She does not know if the previous owner had 
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the septic tank pumped. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to approve Jennifer Williamson for a 
Second Time Repair. 

 
 

BB.      Septic Maintenance:  Mitch Hull updated the Committee activity in the 
Septic Maintenance Program. Pump out costs were reimbursed to 56 
homeowners over the past month. Reimbursements have been paid to 161 
homeowners for pump outs this year.  

 
CC.     Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report for this program. 

 
 

DD.      Septic Update: Septic system repair costs were reimbursed to 29 
homeowners last month. The total repairs paid for the year is 70. This is more 
than last year at this time. 

 
EE.      Other: Tim Cox discussed the new agreement with NYCDEP for the 

Septic Maintenance Program. The new contract includes funding for feasibility 
studies to upgrade community wastewater treatment plants so they can accept 
septage. NYCDEP may have more comments. The Committee recommended that 
the contract be presented when it is ready. 
 
Jason briefly reviewed the Septic Program funding chart. Funding is available to 
sign up almost 200 more people.  

    
IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for July 11, 2023. 

 
          V.          The meeting was adjourned at 10:16 AM.  


