
Minutes 
CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 

Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, September 5, 2023 @ 9:00 AM 

Attendees: Joseph Cetta (Director), Tina Mole (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), Jeff Senterman (Director), 
Jim Eisel (Director), Chris Mathews (Director), Mike Meyers (DEP).        

Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Rachael 
Burger (CWC), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Sam Costa (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), Donald 
Brown (CWC), Tom Hoyt (Director), Arthur Merrill (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Rich Parete (Director), 
Mark Tuthill (Director), Nick Sadler (DEP), Aaron Bennett (DEP), Gabriel Riggle (DEP), Gerson Tavarez 
(DEP), Heidi Haynes (DEP), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH), Via Zoom: Matt Giannetta (DEP), Tom Stalter (DEP), 
Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Dept. of Environment), Dmitry Ostapyshyn (DEP), Lisa Melville 
(NYSDOS/WPPC), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH), Jessica Fiedler (CWC).   

The meeting was called to order by Joesph Cetta at 9:00 AM.  

I. Review minutes from August 1, 2023 meeting. Minutes approved as written by a motion from James
Eisel and the motion was seconded by Jeff Senterman. Motion carried.

1. Community Wastewater Management Program

General Project Updates:

CWMP III               

New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount of 
$5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019 Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the Sewer District 
and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR. The signing of the Notice of Award to F.P. Kane was 
completed by the Town on 4/13/2022 for $4,793,300.00.  

The contractor F.P. Kane officially started work on the project on September 12, 2022. Majority of piping and pre cast 
units has been tested and passed. All piping and structures for the base bid part one has been installed.    
F.P. Kane’s subcontractor has completed framing of the building and are currently working on the interior of the 
building. Hinkley Electric is currently doing all electric work on the building and the pump stations as well as installing 
the generators at the pump stations.    
Installation of the mechanical equipment and control panels is ongoing. F.P. Kane has a few more connections to make 
and then can proceed with fresh water start up.  
Titan Well Drilling has drilled the onsite well and the well is producing 120gpm. Lamont will be working on a design 
change order to regulate the flow of the well since it is currently overtopping the well head. 
The culvert bridge sections have been set into the stream and awaiting the water levels to drop from all the rains this 
summer so that they can finalize the bridge work.  

Substantial Completion was to be in July of this year, the contractor has stated that this will occur in October. 

Lamont Engineers is awaiting responses back from the NYSDEC for moving forward with doing the needed stream 
work to correct the directional flow of the stream next to the Leach Fields.  

Lamont is awaiting responses back from the NYSDEC for moving forward with doing the needed stream work to 
correct the directional flow of the stream next to the leach field. Notice of complete application is being waited on. 



 
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of $8,954,000.00. 
The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force main connecting to the NYCDEP 
Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. There will be 53 hookups being tied into the 
system.     
 
Hubbell Inc. was the low bidder at $8,880,563.00. At the 2/9/2022 Town of Middletown Board meeting the board 
voted to accept and award Hubbell Inc. as the low bidder. 
   
Hubbell’s began work as of July 13, 2022 on the main pump station and pump station #1. Force main installation has 
been constructed in the back yards along the railroad track side of the hamlet.   
 
As of mid-March Hubbell’s were back on site and all of the directional drilling has been completed within the hamlet 
including directional drilling under the river and railroad tracks. Drilling and pipe installation has begun proceeding 
along Rt. 30 and are currently in Kelly Corners. 45% of the force main drilling is complete.  
Main Pump Station building framing began on May 22, 2023 and is complete with the electric work all being roughed 
in and spray foam insulation installed. All concrete pads for the pump stations and generators have been completed 
with the generators recently being installed as well.   
Both 8,000 gallon wet weather tanks at the main pump station were successfully vacuum tested and passed without 
any re-testing. Majority of the collection system has been installed. The force mains, pre-cast units and lateral stubs 
have all been completed within the hamlet. Restoration work of yards along Bragg Hollow and River Road have been 
completed. Paving of the roads is anticipated to be done by October once all testing has been completed and passed.               
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for the Shokan project for a total not to exceed 
$48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making modifications 
to the Boiceville WWTP. 
 
There are approximately a total of 525 lateral connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current 
estimated flow for Shokan is 166,000 gpd.  
 
The 65% collection system and the Boiceville Force Main drawings has been laid out and has been submitted to the 
DEP in Mid-May for review and comments. Lamont Engineers received the comments from the DEP on 10/19/22. 
Lamont is currently addressing all comments back and forth with the DEP and getting closer for the 95% submission. 
Lamont is continuing work on all design phase work. Lamont has received 9 comments back from the DEP for the 
Boiceville Facility Plan and the 65% design drawings which they feel all are minor comments and will be addressed 
in the 90% drawings.    
  
Facility Plan report for the WWTP was submitted January 25, 2023 with the 65% Boiceville Conversion Facility Plan 
submitted on 3/16/2023.  
  
Approximately 99% of the data on occupied properties has been collected. (474 of the 475). Data collection is ongoing.  
     
There will be 35 grinder pump stations proposed for the district and 8 collection system pump stations.  
  
Lamont Engineers has identified critical easements needed for the collection system. 3 large areas that will need 20’ 
wide x up to 2,000’ long and it is anticipated that these will take some work to gain these easements. Lamont plans to 
prioritize the easements for the pump stations and critical layouts. As of 8/23/23, 75 of the 147 easements needed have 
been signed and submitted, 12 easements are no longer needed. Progress is being made on obtaining the remaining 
easements. Henry is completing this task evenings and weekends.    
 
Nick Warner of Lamont Engineers continues to hold office hours on Wednesdays for residents to ask questions 
about the project and how their properties may be affected.    
 
 



 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
   

Pending FSW/MOA Applications as of 12/15/22 
Project Location Status 

Mountainside Farms 55724 Route 30, Roxbury under SWPPP design 
Gooseberry Park Tannersville, NY potential application 
East Wind  212-220 McKinley Hollow Road 

Big Indian, NY  
potential application 

Grahamsville Gorilla NYS Route 55 Town of Neversink, NY potential application 
The Copperhood Inn  7039 Route 28, Shandaken, NY potential application 
Conestoga Investments 64 Dolan’s Lane, Hunter, NY potential application 
Shandaken Inn 18 Golf Course Road, Shandaken, NY potential application 
Aurum Hotel 575-585 Plank Road, Shandaken, NY issued NOICA on 3/11/2022 
New Windy Ridge- Gravel Pit  Windy Ridge Road Hunter, NY potential application 
New Windy Ridge- Pond Windy Ridge Road Hunter, NY potential application 
Stonewall Glen  Windham, NY potential application 
Cortina Mountain Estates Clum Hill Road Hunter, NY potential application 
Windham Luxury Estates 116 & 125 Galway Road, Windham, NY potential application 
Boulder Brook Properties Boulder Brook Road, Windham, NY potential application 
Red Rock Development (CSS Real 
Holdings LLC)  

5564 State Route 23, Windham, NY potential application 

Cold Spring Apartments  55 Spruce Street, Tannersville, NY  under SWPPP design 
Northgate at Hunter State Route 23A, Hunter, NY  potential application 
Birch Woods Subdivision County Route 77, Jewett  under SWPPP design 
Bearpen Mountain Sports 
Facility 

1491 County Route 2, Prattsville, NY potential application 

Makowski Residence (Pine Island 
Development)  

Blackberry Street, Gilboa, NY  potential application 

Casha Residence (Pine Island 
Development) 

Blackberry Street, Gilboa, NY potential application 

BWC Rexmere Lakes, LLC  1102 Bruce Hill Road, Harpersfield, NY  under SWPPP design 
BWC Basset Brook, LLC  1102 Bruce Hill Road, Harpersfield, NY  under SWPPP design 
Catskill Mountain Little League  State Route 10, Harpersfield, NY potential application 

    
 
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
No new applications  
 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation   
 
Property Owner: Robert Drake 
Contact Person: Same as Above 
Address: 46 State Rt. 214, Phoenicia, NY 12464 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Design 
Project Desription:  
 
Robert Drake of Phoenicia is requesting funding in the amount of $8,650.00 to complete the design of property he 
owns at 46 State Rt. 214 in the hamlet of Phoenicia. This is a Residential rental property within the hamlet and is 
located within the flood hazard areas of the Esopus Creek and the Stony Clove Creek. 
  



 
At last month’s meeting Mr. Drake had filed an application requesting funding in the amount of $16,400.00 and the 
application and discussions with Mr. Drake were unclear exactly what he was looking to do. The Feasibility Study 
report had recommended elevation and wet flood proofing measures. The original application was tabled at the August 
meeting until John could meet with Mr. Drake and clear things up. On August 7th John met with Robert at 46 State Rt. 
214 and determined that the funding application would be strictly for moving and elevating all utilities, boiler, hot 
water heater, electric panels into a newly constructed room on the first floor that will be done as part of this funding 
request. The new room will be constructed to be 2’ above BFE. Changes will also need to be made to the plumbing by 
adding a backflow preventer and anchoring of the oil tank and propane tanks.  
 
Robert Drake has stated that in the future he would like to elevate or fill in his basement but currently he cannot afford 
the 25% that his would cost. He felt by doing the utilities and room he could afford the 25%.      
 
Property Protection Measures are identified in the Phoenicia/Mt. Tremper Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was 
accepted by the Town of Shandaken in 2016. This property received damages during the 2011 Hurricane Irene storm 
event.  
 
The city did not support any funding for this application since they felt it didn’t meet the goals of the program. Jason 
explained to the committee that the applicant also rents the property to tenants. In addition to having to the additional 
costs for fully elevating, the applicant needs the rental income and does not want to put the tenants out while the work 
occurs. Tim mentioned there is a mortgage on the property. Jason also added that completing work on the utilities 
would also be included in the full elevation so it would not prevent future elevation down the road. A motion was 
made by James Eisel to approve this design funding application to be completed in the amount of $8,650.00 and move 
it onto the CWC Board of Directors for funding approval at their October meeting. Motion was seconded by Joseph 
Cetta. Motion Carried. DEP was opposed. 
 
Property Owner-Elizabeth Potter  
Contact Person: Same As Above 
Address: 10 Jay Street, Phoenicia, NY 12464 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Feasibility Study 
Project Description: 
 
Elizabeth Potter of Phoenicia is requesting funding in the amount of $5,000.00 to complete a Feasibility Study of 
property she owns at 10 Jay Street in the hamlet of Phoenicia. This is a Residential Property within the hamlet and is 
located in the flood hazard areas of the Esopus Creek and the Stony Clove Creek.  
 
Property Protection Measures are identified in the Phoenicia/Mt.Tremper Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was 
accepted by the Town of Shandaken in 2016.      
 
A motion was made by Jeff Senterman to approve this funding application for a Feasibility Study to be completed in 
the amount of $5,000.00 and move it onto the CWC Board of Directors for funding approval at their October meeting. 
The motion was seconded by Tina Mole. Motion Carried. DEP supports this application for funding.  
 
Property Owner: 3 different properties  
Contact Person: Peter DiSclafani-Town of Shandaken Supervisor 
Address: Town of Shandaken 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Relocation Assistance  
Phase: Feasibility Study 
Project Description: 
 



 
The Town of Shandaken is requesting funding in the amount of $10,000.00 to complete a Feasibility Study to evaluate 
3 properties in the Town of Shandaken to relocate the Town Office/Highway Garage Complex outside of the Flood 
Hazard Area. The properties to be evaluated are as follows:  
 

1. Glenbrook Park-5.13-2-25.100 which is currently owned by the Town of Shandaken. The very lower portion 
of the property is in the flood hazard area but this section of property would not be utilized for the new facility. 
Property size=29.1 acres.  

2. Phoenicia Elementary Site-13.12-2-12 which is currently owned by Central School District #1. This parcel of 
land is very limited in size even though it is 12 acres with a large portion of the land being in the flood hazard 
area and would be very difficult to access during a flood event.  

3. Stone Kill Farms-14.3-1-17.130 is owned by Stone Kill Farms LLC. c/o Naomi Umhey. This property is shown 
to be outside the flood hazard area and is 11 acres.  

 
The existing Town of Shandaken complex is located within the flood hazard area as well as a portion of the complex 
is in the floodway and has received damages in past flood events.    
 
Property Protection measures are identified in the Shandaken/Alleben Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was accepted 
by the Town of Shandaken in 2018 and the town complex was identified for relocation. Town Board resolution #132-
22 is also attached in the supporting documents.  
 
A motion was made by Tina Mole to approve this funding application for a Feasibility Study to be completed in the 
amount of $10,000.00 and move it onto the CWC Board of Directors for funding approval at their October meeting. 
DEP noted they think the Town should not limit the study to only these three properties. The motion was seconded by 
Chris Mathews. Motion carried. DEP supports this application for funding.   
 
Property Owner: Kerner-to be land for the Hunter firehouse relocation 
Contact Person: Alan Higgins-Village of Hunter Mayor 
Address:  PO Box 441, Hunter, NY 12442  
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Relocation 
Phase: Property purchase 
Project Description:  
 
The Village of Hunter has submitted an application requesting funding in the amount of $188,600.00 for the purchase 
of the Kerner property within the Village of Hunter to relocate the firehouse to. The land purchase of 1.5 acres has 
been appraised at $176,500.00. There is also an adjoining property owned by Kerner that is 0.34 acres that has been 
appraised at $74,000.00 and this parcel would be donated by the Kerner family to the Village of Hunter. The remaining 
funds needed are for the initial design and property survey in the amount of $12,100.00 to bring the total amount of 
funding being requested at $188,600.00.  
 
The relocation of the Hunter Fire Department is identified in the Village of Hunter Local Flood Analysis (LFA) 
accepted by the Village of Hunter in 2018. The Hunter Fire Department is a Critical Facility and received damages as 
well as 4+’ of flood waters inside the existing firehouse during the Hurricane Irene Storm Event.  
 
The firehouse relocation is part of the main goal of the Village of Hunter’s flood reduction. Others include the 
enlargement of the NYSDOT Bridge that was completed this year, modifications and enlargement of the Bridge Street 
Bridge once the existing firehouse is removed, reconstructing the Mad Brook and Schoharie Creek flood plain and 
flood protection measures to existing structures in this area of the Village.    
 
A motion was made by Jeff Senterman to approve the funding application in the amount of $188,600.00 for the 
purchase of this property to relocate the Village of Hunter firehouse too and move it onto the CWC Board of Directors 
October meeting for funding approval. The motion was seconded by Chris Mathews. Motion carried. DEP supports 



 
this application for funding. Jason noted that CWC needs a letter from DEP detailing joint approval for funding the 
design portion of the application. 
 
Property Owner: PMH Properties 
Contact Person: Phillip Hanley 
Address: 137 Delaware Street, Walton, NY 13856 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Construction Funding Additional Costs 
Project Description:  
 
PMH Properties of Walton was originally approved for funding in the amount of $698,463.75 from CWC in October 
of 2022. The project has moved along and is nearing completion. As Phil Hanley has gotten closer to the end of the 
project there are some unforeseen items that have been identified and weren’t included in the original estimates 
provided by the contractors. Those items that have been identified and are being recommended for funding approval 
are: Refunds to the original contract for change orders that have been paid for from that contract for the installation of 
a backflow preventer-$15,318.72. HVAC Platform to elevate the Mechanical equipment above the BFE-$1,850.00. 
Electrical platform and equipment needed to meet NYSEG requirements for all electrical equipment to be above the 
BFE-$19,915.00. Extension of the sewer line and alter the pitch to the backflow preventer including all excavation 
work, piping, backfill and new blacktop in the affected area- $29,500.00. NYS Building Code requires an exterior 
metal fire escape to be provided as a second means of egress. The original staircase needed to be removed as part of 
this project-$41,000.00. Excavation and finishing of a pad for the fire escape stairs to rest on-$5,600.00.  
 
These additional costs have been included and broken out in the attachment totaling a funding request of $113,183.72 
in which CWC’s funding would be in the amount of $84,887.79 which would be the 75%. Phil Hanley’s original 
request for additional funding was higher and after reviewing the request several items were removed due to the items 
were not flood related or there were some things that were on the plans that the contractors missed.  
 
Joseph Cetta made the motion to approve this request for additional funding in the amount of $84,887.79 and to move 
this onto the CWC Board of Directors for their October meeting for final funding approval. The motion was seconded 
by Allen Hinkley. Motion carried. DEP did not support funding this additional cost.      
      
5.Other:  
 
Bids were received for doing the Feasibility Studies and Demos contracts. Only one bid was received and that was 
from LaBella. Tim recommended to the Committee that they have the contracts to be $100,000.00 for completing all 
Feasibility Studies and $200,000.00 for completing the Demo contract. 
 
A motion was made by Tina Mole to accept LaBella’s bid with Tim’s recommendations for this work to be done under 
the flood contract. Motion was seconded by Joseph Cetta. Motion carried.  
 
Jason Merwin addressed the Committee about the status of the FEMA Grant and how additional information has been 
requested and sent in a new package.   
  
  
III. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday October 3, 2023  
 
IV.      Meeting was adjourned at 9:46 AM 
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