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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

October 3, 2023 
Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete 
(Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen 
Hinkley (Director by Zoom), Thomas Snow (NYSDEC), Jason Merwin (CWC), David Warne 
(NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Donald Brown (CWC), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha 
Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC by Zoom), James Eisel (Director), Kyle Faraci (CWC), Heidi 
Emrich (Ulster County Department of Environment by Zoom), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Matthew 
Giannetta (NYCDEP), Heidi Haynes (NYCDEP), Todd Henderson (CWC), Mitchell Hull (CWC), 
John Jacobson (CWC), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), 
Chris Matthews (Director), Michael Meyers (NYCDEP), Dmitry Ostapyshyn (NYCDEP by 
Zoom), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH by Zoom), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Gabriel Riggle (NYCDEP), 
Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP),John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Jeff Senterman (Director), Tom Stalter 
(NYCDEP by Zoom), Gerson Tavarez (NYCDEP) 

 
I.       Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 10:08 AM. 

 
II.     Minutes from the September, 2023 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved 

as written.  
 

III. Septic Program: 
 

A. Corbin Bouton, Jr. Over $25,000.00: Mr. Bouton’s residence is located 
at 120 Ferris Hill Spur Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of 
Roxbury. CWC staff determined that his septic system is likely to fail. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is William Walcutt. 
Construction. Mr. Bouton signed into the program on May 17, 2023. His 
Design Application was received by NYCDEP on July 11, 2023 and was 
deemed complete on July 13, 2023. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 7, 2023. Mr. 
Bouton’s two-year deadline is May 17, 2025. His proposed septic system 
will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 57 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 95 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one 
distribution box, 455 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 160 linear 
feet of Presby pipe, 30 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 52 linear feet of 
improved swale, 90 linear feet of vent pipe, remove five trees and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were 
$59,500.00, $60,500.00 and $62,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
William Walcutt, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Corbin Bouton, Jr. in the amount not to exceed 
$59,500.00 to build his septic system.  
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B. Victor Franco Over $25,000.00: Mr. Franco’s residence is located at 
4053 Dunk Hill Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. 
CWC staff determined that his septic system is likely to fail. His engineer 
is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Catskill Underground 
Services. Mr. Franco signed into the program on June 8, 2023. His 
Design Application was received by NYCDEP on June 26, 2023 and was 
deemed complete on July 5, 2023. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on July 5, 2023. Mr. 
Franco’s two-year deadline is June 26, 2025. His proposed septic system 
will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 190 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 293 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 150 linear feet of absorption trench, 95 linear 
feet of curtain drain, 75 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove 
six trees and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were $47,647.98, $48,127.63 and $48,976.08. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Catskill Underground Services, is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to reimburse Victor Franco in the amount not to exceed 
$47,647.98 to build his septic system.  

 
C. Steve Montelione Over $25,000.00: Mr. Montelione’s residence is 

located at 4330 Dryden Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of 
Tompkins. CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Jarred Robinson. 
Mr. Montelione signed into the program on July 22, 2022. His Design 
Application was received by NYCDEP on September 29, 2022 and was 
deemed complete on October 20, 2022. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on October 20, 2022. Mr. 
Montelione’s two-year deadline is July 22, 2024. His proposed septic 
system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 115 linear 
feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 400 cubic 
yards of absorption fill material, 300 linear feet of absorption trench, 
108 linear feet of curtain drain, 65 linear feet of curtain drain outlet 
pipe, 125 linear feet of access road and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were $54,167.93, $54,757.75 and 
$55,347.57. The lowest quote, submitted by Jarred Robinson, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Steve Montelione in the 
amount not to exceed $54,167.93 to build his septic system.  

 
D. Gilberto Torres Over $25,000.00: Mr. Torres’ residence is located at 53 

Vista Ridge Drive, East Jewett, New York 12424 in the Town of Jewett. 
CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is 
Christopher DiChiaro, P.E. His contractor is C&C Excavating. Mr. Torres 
signed into the program on October 18, 2022. His Design Application 
was received by NYCDEP on May 12, 2023 and was deemed complete on 
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June 14, 2023. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on June 14, 2023. Mr. Torres’ two-year deadline is 
October 18, 2024. His proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank; a pump chamber; 20 linear feet of gravity pipe; 21 linear 
feet of force main; one distribution box; 250 cubic yards of absorption 
fill material; 210 linear feet of Presby pipe; 50 cubic yards of C-33 sand; 
55 linear feet of improved swale; 60 linear feet of access road; 60 linear 
feet of vent pipe; decommission the existing septic tank, distribution 
box and two dry wells; clear brush and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. Thay were $55,800.00, $56,500.00 and 
$58,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by C&C Excavating, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Gilberto Torres in the 
amount not to exceed $55,800.00 to build his septic system.  

 
 

E. Nancy Amy Additional Cost:  Ms. Amy’s residence is located at 102 
Turkey Ridge Road, Halcott Center, New York 12430 in the Town of 
Halcott. Her engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her contractor is G.C. 
Landscaping & Excavation. This project was previously approved for 
$29,152.86. Additional random fill material was required to cover the 
septic tank which had to be set high enough to ensure pitch to the 
shallow trench absorption field. The contractor has requested $738.60 
for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. 
The total project cost will be $29,891.46. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Nancy Amy in the amount not to exceed $738.60 for additional costs to 
build her septic system. 

 
F. Svenja Bastian Additional Cost: Ms. Bastian’s residence is located at 

146 Grogkill Road, Willow, New York 12495 in the Town of Woodstock. 
Her engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her contractor is Mammoth 
Excavation. This project was previously approved for $42,719.78. The 
homeowner had geothermal wells installed in the proposed site access. 
The contractor had to install an additional 120 linear feet of access road 
to reach the absorption field. The septic tank had to be set with a large 
excavator because of wet conditions. Mitch pointed out a photo of water 
ponded in the new absorption field area. One hundred-twenty linear 
feet of curtain drain, and 25 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe not 
included in the original plan were installed to direct groundwater away 
from this area. The contractor has requested $9,507.24 for the added 
work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $52,227.02. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Svenja 
Bastian in the amount not to exceed $9,507.24 for additional costs to 
build her septic system.  
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G. Nancy Bennett Additional Cost: Ms. Bennett’s residence is located at 
746 County Route 21, Windham, New York 12496. in the Town of 
Windham. Her engineer is Greg Mapstone, P.E. Her contractor is Craig 
Bates Trucking & Excavating. This project was previously approved for 
$29,734.00. The septic tank was discovered to be in poor condition 
during construction. It was replaced. The contractor has requested 
$4,300.00 for added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost will be $34,034.00. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Nancy Bennett in the amount not to exceed 
$4,300.00 for additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
H. Betty Berke Additional Cost: Ms. Berke’s residence is located at 50 

Barley Road, Highmount, New York 12441. in the Town of Shandaken. 
Her engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is L&L 
Earthworx. This project was previously approved for $51,208.52. 
Bedrock was encountered during installation of the septic tank, pump 
chamber and sewer line. The tanks were set deep and there was ground 
water infiltration. Excavations had to be pumped continually until 
backfilling was complete. A second cesspool was encountered. It had to 
be pumped out and decommissioned. The contractor has requested 
$10,640.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable 
and justified. This is a secondary residence eligible for 60% funding of 
reasonable costs. $10,640.00 X 60% = $6,384.00. The total project cost 
will be $57,592.52. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Betty Berke in the 
amount not to exceed $6,384.00 for additional costs to build her septic 
system. 

 
I. Jonathon Carson Additional Cost: Mr. Carson’s residence is located at 

81 Green Hill Road, Elka Park, New York 12427 in the Town of Hunter. 
His engineer is Christopher DiChiaro, P.E. His contractor is C&C 
Excavating. This project was previously approved for $70,707.44. 
Trucks had to take a longer route to the site because Bloomer Road was 
closed while the system was being built. An hour was added to the haul 
time. The contractor has requested $9,088.20 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost 
will be $79,795.64. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Jonathon Carson in 
the amount not to exceed $9,088.20 for additional costs to build his 
septic system. 

 
J. Roberta Howell Additional Cost: Ms. Howell’s residence is located at 

130 Forest Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. Her 
engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her contractor is Michael Formont. This 
project was previously approved for $31,803.44. The contractor has 
requested $1,796.61 for material price increases for a 1,500 gallon 
septic tank, one dosing chamber, a delivery charge, five 22 degree 
elbows, ten linear feet of four-inch Schedule 35 pipe, five 45 degree 
elbows, 470 linear feet of sewer and drain pipe, 45 cubic yards of 



  5 
 

topsoil, five speed levelers a pump out and 59.82 cubic yards of crushed 
stone. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $33,600.05. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Roberta Howell in the amount not to exceed $1,796.61 for additional 
costs to build her septic system. 

 
K. Shane Miller Additional Cost: Mr. Miller’s residence is located at 1060 

County Highway 47, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Tompkins. 
His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Ben 
Reynolds Construction. Mr. Miller signed into the program on April 13, 
2023. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on June 20, 2023 
and was deemed complete on July 10, 2023. His septic system design 
was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on July 21, 2023. Mr. 
Miller’s two-year deadline is April 13, 2025. His proposed septic system 
will serve a four-bedroom house. This project was previously approved 
for $7,800.00 to install an emergency 1,250 gallon septic tank. Most of 
the major components of this system include a pump chamber, seven 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 45 linear feet of force main, 200 cubic yards 
of absorption fill material, three peat modules, remove two trees and 
site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were 
$50,150.00, $51,200.00 and $55,550.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
Ben Reynolds Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project cost will 
be $57,950.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Shane Miller in the 
amount not to exceed $50,150.00 for additional costs to build his septic 
system. 

 
 

L. Alan Trinkle Additional Cost: Mr. Trinkle’s residence is located at 439 
Old Road, Windham, New York 12496 in the Town of Windham. His 
engineer is Praetorius & Conrad. His contractor is Ed Thompson 
Plumbing & Excavation. This project was previously approved for 
$77,000.00. The contractor encountered bedrock while installing the 
septic tank and pump chamber. Hammering was necessary to achieve 
necessary depths. The contractor has requested $5,040.00 for the added 
work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $82,040.00. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Alan 
Trinkle in the amount not to exceed $5,040.00 for additional costs to 
build his septic system. 

 
M. Arlene Volkommer Additional Cost: Ms. Volkommer’s residence is 

located at 74 Fuscas Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of 
Andes. Her engineer is Sander Engineering. Her contractor is L&L 
Earthworx. This project was previously approved for $36,244.93. 
Erosion from extreme surface runoff exposed the sewer line. Water was 
flowing toward the new absorption field. The engineer asked the 
contractor to raise part of the driveway and install new swales on each 
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side. The contractor has requested $5,900.00 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost 
will be $42,144.93. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Arlene Volkommer 
in the amount not to exceed $5,900.0 for additional costs to build her 
septic system. 

 
N. Lorraine Dellapenna Additional Cost: Ms. Dellapenna’s residence is 

located at 20 Pantherkill Road, Phoenicia, New York 12464 in the Town 
of Shandaken. Her engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her contractor is 
Eberhardt Excavation. This project was previously approved for 
$42,753.11. Additional fill material was needed because of variations in 
topography and wet conditions during construction. The lower taper 
was excessively steep and subject to washing out in heavy rain. Random 
fill was added to decrease the slope. Jute stabilization fabric was applied 
to prevent erosion. The additional items are complete and have been 
successful. The contractor has requested $6,752.90 for the added work. 
This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project 
cost will be $49,506.01. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Lorraine 
Dellapenna in the amount not to exceed $6,752.90 for additional costs 
to build her septic system.  

 
O. James Collins Second Time Repair: Mr. Collins’ residence is in the 

Town of Hamden. This project was paid for in 2009 through the Priority 
4 Program. Sewage backed up into the house because the pump and 
other electrical components failed. Repairs have been completed and 
the system is now functioning. A maintenance pump out was done in 
2022. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to approve James Collins for a second time repair. 

 
P. Vincent LeNoir Second Time Repair: Mr. LeNoir’s residence is in the 

Town of Roxbury. This project was paid for in 2014 through the Priority 
7 Program. The pump failed and sewage surfaced on the ground. Mr. 
LeNoir has repaired the pump and the system is now functioning. A 
maintenance pump out was done in 2021 when he purchased the 
property. This is being brought before the Committee under the 
Executive Director’s discretion even though the system is less than ten 
years old. A couple of pump repairs have been brought before the 
Committee before. These homeowners had not paid for pump 
replacements before applying to the second time repair program. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to approve Vincent LeNoir for a second time repair.  

 
Q. Jean Newman Second Time Repair: Ms. Newman’s residence is in the 

Shokan managed area in the Town of Olive. This project was paid for in 
2006 under the Priority 1A Program. The level in both the septic tank 
and pump chamber are too high. There appears to be groundwater 
infiltration into the tank and the pump has stopped working. Water is 
ponding in the absorption field and tank areas due to a beaver dam on a 
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neighboring property. There was discussion over the beaver dam. The 
neighbor does not want the beavers removed. A maintenance pump out 
was done in 2020. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to approve Jean Newman for a 
second time repair. 

 
R.      Septic Maintenance: Pump out costs were reimbursed to 63 

homeowners over the past month. Reimbursements have been paid to 
417 homeowners for pump outs this year.  

 
S.   Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report for this program. 

 
 
T.       Septic Update: Septic system repair costs were reimbursed to 27 

homeowners last month. Septic system repair costs have been 
reimbursed for 208 projects this year.  

 
U.      Other:  Dave Warne asked about homeowners applying for second 

time repairs who have not pumped their septic tanks every 3-5 years. 
Many of these are older systems before we had a Maintenance Program. 
Staff have emphasized the importance of pump outs when they speak 
with homeowners for a long time. Some are new owners who do not 
know if previous owners pumped out their tanks.  

 
   

III. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for November 7, 2023. 
 
          V.          The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 AM.  


