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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

November 7, 2023 
Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete 
(Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), Allen 
Hinkley (Director by Zoom), Jason Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Donald Brown (CWC), Nick Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs), Joseph 
Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Kyle Faraci (CWC), Heidi Emrich 
(Ulster County Department of Environment by Zoom), Kyle Faraci (CWC), Todd Henderson 
(CWC), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), 
Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Chris Matthews 
(Director), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS/WPPC), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH), Barbara Puglisi (CWC),, 
Jeff Senterman (Director), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH) 

 
I.       Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:40 AM. 

 
II.     Minutes from the October, 2023 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written.  
 

III. Septic Program: 
 

A.  Devin Doenges. Over $25,000.00: Mr. Doenges’ residence is located at 
14866 State Highway 206, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of 
Walton. CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Delaware 
Bulldozing. Mr. Doenges signed into the program on May 9, 2023. His 
Design Application was received by NYCDEP on June 26, 2023 and 
deemed complete on June 30, 2023. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 30, 2023. Mr. 
Doenges’ two-year deadline is May 9, 2025. His proposed septic system 
will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include a 1,500 gallon septic tank, 105 linear feet of gravity pipe, an 
effluent filter, one distribution box, 431 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 240 linear feet of Presby pipe, 30 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 100 
linear feet of improved swale, 70 linear feet of vent pipe and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were 
$44,821.00, $45,397.00 and $48,573.92. The lowest quote, submitted by 
Delaware Bulldozing, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Devin Doenges in the amount not to exceed 
$44,821.00 to build his septic system.  
 

B. Martin Eiden Over $25,000.00: Mr. Eiden’s residence is located at 319 
Route 42, Shandaken, New York 12480 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC 
staff determined that his septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is 
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Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is Michael Formont. Mr. Eiden signed 
into the program on March 30, 2022. His Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on September 27, 2023 and deemed complete on 
October 12, 2023. His septic system design was recommended for 
NYCDEP Design Approval on October 12, 2023. Mr. Eiden’s two-year 
deadline is March 30, 2024. His proposed septic system will serve a five-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,500 gallon 
septic tank, 30 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 350 
linear feet of Presby pipe, 45 cubic yards of C-30 sand, 30 linear feet of 
vent pipe, 90 linear feet of access road, shuttle materials, set the septic 
tank with a large excavator and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were $36,215.36, $37,110.50 and 
$37,803.45. The lowest quote, submitted by Michael Formont, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Martin Eiden in the amount 
not to exceed $36,215.36 to build his septic system.  

 
C. Keith Langston Over $25,000.00: Mr. Langston’s residence is located at 

190 Mount Pleasant Road, Mount Tremper, New York 12457 in the 
Town of Shandaken. CWC staff determined that his septic system is 
failing. His engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is Chad Davis 
Contracting. Mr. Langston signed into the program on August 29, 2022. 
His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on August 30, 2023 
and deemed complete on September 8, 2023. His septic system design 
was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on September 8, 2022. 
Mr. Langston’s two-year deadline is August 29 2024. His proposed 
septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 50 linear feet of gravity 
pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 975 square feet of 
absorption bed, 145 linear feet of access road, remove two trees and site 
restoration. Chad Davis Contracting has submitted a quote to build this 
system for $26,302.60. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Keith Langston in the amount not to exceed 
$26,302.60 to build his septic system.  

 
D. Zachary Lehmann Over $25,000.00: Mr. Lehmann’s residence is 

located at 680 Weed Brook Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town 
of Walton. CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is Ben Reynolds 
Construction Company. Mr. Lehmann signed into the program on April 
7, 2023. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on June 12, 
2023 and deemed complete on June 15, 2023. His septic system design 
was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on July 7, 2023. Mr. 
Lehmann’s two-year deadline is April 17, 2025. His proposed septic 
system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 70 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
an effluent filter, one distribution box, 400 cubic yards of absorption fill 
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material, 160 linear feet of Presby pipe, 30 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 80 
linear feet of improved swale, 90 linear feet of access road, remove five 
trees, 140 linear feet of vent pipe and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. Thay were $51,125.00, $51,825.00 and 
$54,090.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction 
Company, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Zachary Lehmann in the amount not to exceed $51,125.00 to build his 
septic system.  

 
 

E. Peter Ross Over $25,000.00:  Mr. Ross’ residence is located at 540 
County Highway 8, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. 
CWC staff determined that his septic system is likely to fail. His engineer 
is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. Mr. Rose 
signed into the program on May 5, 2023. His Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on August 17, 2023 and deemed complete on 
August 24, 2023. His septic system design was recommended for 
NYCDEP Design Approval on September 29, 2023. Mr. Ross’ two-year 
deadline is May 5, 2025. His proposed septic system will serve a one-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank, 105 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 107 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 50 linear feet of Presby pipe, 15 
cubic yards of C-33 sand, remove seven trees and site restoration. Jim 
Peters Excavating has submitted a quote of $26,650.00 for this project. 
This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Peter 
Ross in the amount not to exceed $26,650.00 to build his septic system.  

 
F. David Brooks Additional Cost: Mr. Brooks’ residence is located at 100 

Brooks Hill Road, Sundown, New York 12740 in the Town of Denning. 
His engineer is Ward Engineering. His contractor is Sheeley Oil & 
Excavating. This project was previously approved for $45,500.00. 
Additional material was required to stabilize the access road to get 
heavy trucks down a steep slope to the new absorption field. Additional 
fill material was needed, and more restoration was necessary due to 
very wet weather. The contractor has requested $8,875.00 for the 
added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total project cost will be $54,375.00. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
David Brooks in the amount not to exceed $8,875.00 for additional costs 
to build his septic system.  

 
G. Nancy Butler-Ross Additional Cost: Ms. Butler-Ross’s residence is 

located at 263 Wittenberg Road, Bearsville, New York 1240. in the Town 
of Woodstock. Her engineer is Joseph Boek, P.E. Her contractor is 
Mammoth Excavation. This project was previously approved for 
$29,000.00. The engineer asked the contractor to add 31 linear feet of 
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curtain drain and 44 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe to redirect 
the large amount of groundwater encountered during construction. 
Thirty additional cubic yards of absorption fill material were installed 
due to a topography variation. Access was more difficult than 
anticipated to set the septic tank. The contractor had to build a platform 
for his large excavator. The contractor has requested $6,015.63 for 
added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total project cost will be $33,885.63. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Nancy Butler-Ross in the amount not to exceed $6,015.63 for additional 
costs to build her septic system. 

 
H. Steven Cartwright Additional Cost: Mr. Cartwright’s residence is 

located at 369 Walker Road, Margaretville, New York 12455. in the 
Town of Middletown. His engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is 
Estes Plumbing & Excavation. This project was previously approved for 
$62,252.10. Additional fill material was needed to complete the 
absorption field. A truck was unable set the dosing chamber. The 
contractor had to bring in a larger excavator to carry it. Surface runoff 
was compromising the absorption field. Additional stone was used to 
bring the curtain drain to the surface to redirect the water. The 
contractor has requested $6,747.20 for the added work. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$68,999.30. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Steven Cartwright in the 
amount not to exceed $6,747.20 for additional costs to build his septic 
system. 

 
I. Pamela Hirschhorn Additional Cost: Ms. Hirschhorn’s residence is 

located at 575 Todd Mountain Road, Fleischmanns, New York 12430 in 
the Town of Middletown. CWC staff determined that her septic system is 
failing. Her engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her contractor is Josh 
Construction. Ms. Hirschhorn signed into the program on March 13, 
2023. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on September 
14, 2023 and deemed complete on September 25, 2023. Her septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
September 25, 2023. Ms. Hirschhorn’ two-year deadline is March 13, 
2025. Her proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. 
This project was previously approved for $11,977.09 for an emergency 
installation of a 1,000 gallon septic tank. Most of the major components 
include 15 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 250 linear 
feet of Presby pipe, 48 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 130 linear feet of 
improved swale, 35 linear feet of vent pipe, 70 linear feet of access road 
and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They 
were $18,574.93, $19,735.02 and $20,491.21. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Josh Construction, is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project 
cost will be $30,552.02. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Pamela 
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Hirschhorn in the amount not to exceed $18,574.93 for additional costs 
to build her septic system. 

 
J. James Jimenez Additional Cost: Mr. Jimenez’s residence is located at 

1108 Jump Brook Road, Grand Gorge, New York 12434 in the Town of 
Roxbury. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is 
Parkerworks Excavating. This project was previously approved for 
$48,969.88. A footing drain was encountered during construction. It had 
to be re-routed away from the new system. The contractor has 
requested $1,500.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $50,469.88. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to reimburse James Jimenez in the amount not to exceed 
$1,500.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
K. Victoria Jorgensen Additional Cost: Ms. Jorgensen’s residence is 

located at 209 Robbins Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of 
Roxbury. CWC staff determined that her septic system is failing. Her 
engineer is John Bolger, P.E. Her contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. Ms. 
Jorgensen signed into the program on January 3, 2023. Her Design 
Application was received by NYCDEP on April 28, 2023 and deemed 
complete on June 24, 2023. Her septic system design was recommended 
for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 17, 2023. Ms. Jorgensen’s two-
year deadline is January 3, 2025. His proposed septic system will serve 
a four-bedroom house. This project was previously approved for 
$10,353.84 for an emergency installation of a 1,000 gallon septic tank. 
Most of the major components of this system include one 1,000 gallon 
H20 septic tank, a poly pump chamber, 45 linear feet of gravity pipe, 77 
linear feet of force main, one distribution box, 300 linear feet of Presby 
pipe, 73 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 80 linear feet of improved swale, 
remove one tree, 112 linear feet of vent pipe and site restoration. Three 
quotes were received for this project. They were $45,800.00, 
$46,900.00 and $47,300.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Jim Peters 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. A second septic tank is being installed 
because of an error in the number of bedrooms. Staff checks the number 
of bedrooms for each project on the County Image Mate Online website. 
DEP verifies the number when they review designs. Delaware County 
Image Mate Online was not working when Ms. Jorgensen signed up. The 
total project cost will be $56,153.84. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Victoria Jorgensen in the amount not to exceed $45,800.00 for 
additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
 

L. Warren Kelly Additional Cost: Mr. Kelly’s residence is located at 408 
Star Drive, Stamford, New York 12167 in the Town of Harpersfield. His 
engineer is Benjamin Dates, P.E. His contractor is Ted’s Grading & 
Landscaping. This project was previously approved for $29,750.00. The 
contractor discovered that the existing septic tank was located under 
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the deck. The deck was removed to decommission it. A cleanout was 
installed. Two additional risers were needed. The contractor has 
requested $2,375.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $32,125.00. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to reimburse Warren Kelly in the amount not to exceed 
$2,375.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
M. Sonia Martinez Additional Cost: Ms. Martinez’s residence is located at 

3068 Dry Brook Road, Arkville, New York 12406 in the Town of 
Middletown. The applicant is a CWC employee. CWC staff determined 
that her septic system is failing. Her engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her 
contractor is Mammoth Excavating. Ms. Martinez signed into the 
program on May 12, 2023. Her Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on July 12, 2023 and deemed complete on July 18, 2023. Her 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval 
on July 18, 2023. Ms. Marinez’s two-year deadline is May 12, 2025. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. This project 
was previously approved in 1998 for $1,437.00 for an emergency 
installation of a 1,000 gallon septic tank. Most of the major components 
include 28 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 250 linear 
feet of Presby pipe, 45 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 50 linear feet of vent 
pipe, 60 linear feet of access road, plumbing modification and site 
restoration. Mammoth Excavating has submitted a quote of $24,181.06. 
This quote is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The total project cost will be 
$25,618.06. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Sonia Martinez in the 
amount not to exceed $24,181.06 for additional costs to build her septic 
system. 

 
N. Peter Rasulo Additional Cost: Mr. Rasulo’s residence is located at 3308 

Deer Run Road, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. His 
engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. 
This project was previously approved for $69,500.00. Ledge rock was 
encountered during construction. The contractor hammered for 27 
hours to attain necessary depths. He has requested $9,720.00 for the 
added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total project cost will be $79,220.00. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Peter Rasulo in the amount not to exceed $9,720.00 for additional costs 
to build his septic system. 

 
O. Michael Rockwood Additional Cost: Mr. Rockwood’s residence is 

located at 1190 Meeker Hollow Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the 
Town of Roxbury. His engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Jim 
Peters Excavating. This project was previously approved for $29,999.00. 
A sub-panel was necessary to power the pump chamber. The contractor 
has requested $1,483.20 for the added work. This amount is above the 
Schedule of Values, which allows $600.00 for a sub-panel. The total 
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project cost will be $30,599.00. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Michael Rockwood in the amount not to exceed $600.00 for additional 
costs to build his septic system. 

 
P.  Yulia Zagorulko Additional Cost: Ms. Zagorulko’s residence is located 

at 38 Woodchuck Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of 
Roxbury. Her engineer is John Bolger, P.E. Her contractor is Four 
Seasons Landscaping. This project was previously approved for 
$33,800.00. Ledge rock was encountered during construction. 
Hammering was required to attain necessary depths. The contractor 
was unable to get a concrete septic tank to the site, so a poly tank was 
installed. The contractor has requested $3,371.62 for the added work. 
This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project 
cost will be $37.171.62. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Yulia Zagorulko 
in the amount not to exceed $3,371.62 for additional costs to build her 
septic system. 

 
Q. Matthew Lam Second Time Repair: Mr. Lam’s residence is in the Town 

of Woodstock; Section, Block and Lot number 25.2-1-25. This project 
was paid for in 2010 through the Priority 7 Program. The Septi-Tech 
unit pumps and control panel were replaced. The system is now 
functioning properly. A maintenance pump out was done in 2023. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to approve Matthew Lam for a second time repair. 

 
R. Jerome Liberatore Second Time Repair: Mr. Liberatore’s residence is 

in the Town of Roxbury; Section, Block and Lot number 200.-1-80.2. 
This project was paid for in 2008 through the Priority 4 Program. 
Sewage is surfacing in the absorption field. Maintenance pump outs 
were done in 2012 and 2018. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Jerome 
Liberatore for a second time repair.  

 
S. John Miglietta Second Time Repair: Mr. Miglietta’s residence is in the 

Town of Meredith; Section, Block and Lot number 63.-4-8. This project 
was paid for in 2004 under the Reimbursement Program. The wiring to 
the pump and float switches failed. They have been replaced and the 
system is functioning properly. The homeowner claims he had two 
pump outs done but does not have receipts. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve John Miglietta for a second time repair. 

 
T. Lazlo Sulyok Second Time Repair: Mr. Sulyok’s residence is in the 

Town of Delhi; Section, Block and Lot number 172.-1-45. This project 
was paid for in 2015 under the Priority 5 Program. His system has dual 
pumps. One has failed and is putting stress on the other. This is being 
brought to the Committee at the discretion of the Executive Director. 
The system is not yet ten years old. The Committee recommended that a 
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resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Lazlo 
Sulyok for a second time repair.  

 
U. Malinda Warner Second Time Repair: Ms. Warner’s residence is in the 

Town of Kortright; Section, Block and Lot number 85.-1-15. This project 
was paid for in 1999 under the Coordinator Program. Sewage is 
surfacing in the absorption field and backing up into the house. The 
previous owner was Paul Vroman. Ms. Warner does not know if he had 
any maintenance pump outs. She had a pump out done in 2023. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to approve Malinda Warner for a second time repair.  

 
V. Septic Maintenance: Pump out costs were reimbursed to 90 

homeowners over the past month. Reimbursements have been paid to 
507 homeowners for pump outs this year. This number is above last 
year’s total. 

 
W.   Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report for this program. 

 
 
X.       Septic Update: Septic system repair costs were reimbursed to 44 

homeowners last month. Septic system repair costs have been 
reimbursed for 245 projects this year. This is 50 more than last year.  

 
Y.      Other:  No other items were discussed. 
   

III. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for December 5, 2023. 
 
          V.          The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 AM.  


