
Minutes 
CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 

Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, November 7, 2023 @ 9:00 AM 
 
Attendees: James Sofranko (Director), Joseph Cetta (Director), Tina Mole (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), 
Jeff Senterman (Director), Chris Mathews (Director), David Warne (DEP).          
 
Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Tim Cox (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Rachael 
Burger (CWC), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Sam Costa (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), Donald Brown (CWC), Eric 
Lane (CWC), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Tom Hoyt (Director), Arthur Merrill (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), 
Rich Parete (Director), Innes Kasanof (Director) Mark Tuthill (Director), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH), Michael 
MaLoney (NYSDOH), Via Zoom: Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Dept. of Environment), Pauline Wanjugi 
(NYSDOH), Lisa Melville, Nick Carbone.                      
 
The meeting was called to order by James Sofranko at 9:01 AM.  
  
                                                

I. Review minutes from October 3, 2023 meeting. Minutes approved as written by a motion from Allen 
Hinkley and the motion was seconded by Joseph Cetta. Motion carried.    

         
 
1. Community Wastewater Management Program 
 
    General Project Updates:   
   
CWMP III                
 
New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount 
of $5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019 Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the 
Sewer District and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR. The signing of the Notice of Award 
to F.P. Kane was completed by the Town on 4/13/2022 for $4,793,300.00.  
   
The contractor F.P. Kane officially started work on the project on September 12, 2022. Majority of piping and 
pre cast units has been tested and passed. All piping and structures for the base bid part one has been installed.    
F.P. Kane has a few more connections to make and then can proceed with the fresh water start up and 
Substantial Completion. Lamont has requested a revised schedule for startup and project completion. Palens 
lateral needs to be completed prior to Substantial completion and at that point a 30 day wait time will occur for 
testing which should be sometime this winter.        
 
Titan Well Drilling has drilled the onsite well and the well is producing 120gpm. Lamont will be working on a 
design change order to regulate the flow of the well since it is currently overtopping the well head and has 
stated that Titan Drilling will be installing a Pitless Adapter with an overflow line.  
 
The culvert bridge sections have been set into the stream and the bridge work is nearing completion but 
additional work is needed on the upper portion of the bridge with the installation of more rock baskets for safety 
measures which will result in a contractor change order.  
 
Lamont Engineers is awaiting notice of complete application back from the NYSDEC for moving forward with 
doing the needed stream work to correct the directional flow of the stream next to the Leach Fields. At this 
point this work will need to be put out to bid and done next summer. DEC is finalizing the permit at this time. 
 
F.P. Kane has indicated that they plan to work through the winter month’s to install septic tanks on individual 
properties since they feel it will be less disturbance with the ground being frozen.  



 
      
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of 
$8,954,000.00. The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force main connecting 
to the NYCDEP Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. There will be 53 
hookups being tied into the system.     
 
Hubbell Inc. was the low bidder at $8,880,563.00. At the 2/9/2022 Town of Middletown Board meeting the 
board voted to accept and award Hubbell Inc. as the low bidder. 
   
Hubbell’s began work as of July 13, 2022 on the main pump station and pump station #1.  
 
Hubbell’s and their subcontractor JAT are doing directional drilling and open cuts along State Rt. 30 and are 
currently in front of the CWC building and have close to 100% of the force main installed. 
  
The force mains, pre-cast units and lateral stubs have all been completed within the hamlet and have been 
successfully tested. Paving of the roads in the hamlet has now been completed. 
 
Remaining testing of the force mains and pump stations will be done over the winter months.                
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for the Shokan project for a total not to 
exceed $48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making 
modifications to the Boiceville WWTP. 
 
There are approximately a total of 525 lateral connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current 
estimated flow for Shokan is 166,000 gpd.  
 
The 65% collection system and the Boiceville Force Main drawings has been laid out and has been submitted to 
the DEP in Mid-May for review and comments. Lamont Engineers received the comments from the DEP on 
10/19/22. Lamont is currently addressing all comments back and forth with the DEP and getting closer for the 
95% submission. Lamont is continuing work on all design phase work. Lamont has received 9 comments back 
from the DEP for the Boiceville Facility Plan and the 65% design drawings which they feel all are minor 
comments and will be addressed in the 90% drawings.    
  
Facility Plan report for the WWTP was submitted January 25, 2023 with the 65% Boiceville Conversion 
Facility Plan submitted on 3/16/2023.  
  
Approximately 99% of the data on occupied properties has been collected. (474 of the 475). Data collection is 
ongoing.  
     
There will be 35 grinder pump stations proposed for the district and 8 collection system pump stations.  
 
Lamont is finalizing the SPDES permit application revisions and will be resubmitting to the NYSDEC shortly.  
  
Lamont Engineers has identified critical easements needed for the collection system. 3 large areas that will need 
20’ wide x up to 2,000’ long and it is anticipated that these will take some work to gain these easements. 
Lamont plans to prioritize the easements for the pump stations and critical layouts. As of 9/26/23, 87 of the 147 
easements needed have been signed and submitted, 12 easements are no longer needed. Progress is being made 
on obtaining the remaining easements. Henry is completing this task evenings and weekends. 53 easements are 
still outstanding.    
 
Nick Warner of Lamont Engineers continues to hold office hours on Wednesdays for residents to ask questions 
about the project and how their properties may be affected.     



 
 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
  
Lisa Zocchia Waage (McMurdy Brook Subdivision lot 8)  
Program: FSW 
Address: McMurdy Brook Road, South Kortright, NY    
Engineer: Keystone Associates  
 
Project Description:  
On April 9, 2015 NYC DEP approved a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for Lisa Zocchia 
Wage related to the construction of a single family home in the McMurdy Brook Subdivision located in South 
Kortright N.Y. This project consisted of constructing a garage and grading of a gravel driveway. Stormwater 
controls included level spreaders and filter strips. DEP issued a Notice of Violation Closure on December 10, 
2020 which served as the Construction Acceptance letter.  
 
The CWC Board has previously approved resolution #2734 & #3384 for the design and construction of the 
SWPPP. CWC’s contract with the applicant expired before reimbursement documentation was received 
therefore the applicant is re-applying for construction reimbursement.  
 
Lisa Waage has submitted an application selecting 100% reimbursement of all NYCDEP construction costs 
associated with NYCDEP required stormwater controls for this project, for a total of $6,165. The project does 
not have any NYSDEC post construction control requirements. Funding for this project comes 100% from the 
Future Stormwater Program.  

The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to $6,165 from the Future Stormwater Program to Lisa Zocchia 
Waage for implementing a SWPPP required by NYC Watershed Regulations. 
  
A motion was made by Jeff Senterman to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto 
the CWC Board of Director’s December meeting. The motion was seconded by Tina Mole. Motion carried.      
 
 
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding Request not to exceed $6,165 
 
Nigol Koulajian (Owner) 
Program: Future Stormwater 
Address: 140 Walton Road, Woodstock, New York  
Engineer: Willingham Engineering  
Contractor: B.Evans & Associates, Inc.  
 
Project Description:  
On July 23, 2020 NYC DEP approved a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for Nigol Koulajian’s 
residence located at 140 Walton Road in Woodstock, New York. The applicant was required to comply with the 
Watershed Rules and Regulations and DEP issued a Construction Acceptance letter on October 27, 2022.  
 
The CWC Board of Directors have previously approved resolution #4202 & #4502 totaling $658,011.76 for 
100% of the DEP design and construction costs of the SWPPP. Stormwater controls at the site include the three 
rain gardens, vegetated swales, plunge pools, and a stormwater pond. 
 
On October 13, 2023, Nigol Koulajian submitted an application requesting funding for operation and 
maintenance for stormwater controls in the approved SWPPP. The amount requested was $6,870 annually or 
$34,350 over five years.  
 



The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to $34,350 to Nigol Koulajian for operation and maintenance 
costs associated with implementing a SWPPP solely required by NYC Watershed Regulations. 
 
Joseph Cetta asked if the O&M would be renewable after the 5 years; CWC informed the Committee that the 
O&M is designated for the life of the practice and that yes it would be renewable after five years. Jim Sofranko 
asked if the applicant has to verify the expenses; CWC informed the Committee the applicant has to bill CWC 
and that CWC holds the money and it is not made available unless the applicant submits an invoice and that the 
maintenance is needed. Joseph Cetta asked if the annual amount rolls over; CWC informed the Committee that 
the amount rolls over, and that five year increments are selected so that the applicant does not need to apply 
again ever year. The entire reimbursement amount is held at CWC until the applicant starts implementing 
operation and maintenance.    
 
A motion was made by Jim Sofranko to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto 
the CWC Board of Director’s December meeting. The motion was seconded by Joseph Cetta. Motion carried.      
  
 
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding not-to-exceed $34,350 
 
Bassett Brook, LLC & Rexmere Lakes, LLC  
Program: Future Stormwater  
Address: 1102 Bruce Hill Road, Harpersfield, NY   
Engineer: Tighe and Bond   
  
Project Description:  
On July 14, 2023 NYCDEP approved the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the Basset Brook 
LLC & Rexmere Lakes LLC project located at 1102 Bruce Hill Road in the Town of Harpersfield. The projects 
required NYC DEP review and approval of a SWPPP to meet Watershed Regulations. In addition, a SWPPP is 
required for coverage under the NYS DEC General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction 
Activities. The projects consist of constructing a distributed generation, ground mounted solar electric facility 
on private land.  
 
Basset Brook, LLC & Rexmere Lakes, LLC are both subsidiary companies of BlueWave Solar. Bassett Brook, 
LLC and Rexmere Lakes, LLC contracted with Flycatcher, LLC to serve as the regulatory consultant for their 
projects. Flycatcher in turn contracted with Tighe and Bond for the SWPPP related engineering work. Because 
these two projects are both on the same parcel and rely upon the same access road (the primary source of 
impervious surface) the engineer produced a SWPPP that encompassed both projects. However, because both 
projects will have unique ownership and Points of Interconnection and are not interdependent (i.e., one could be 
built without the other), separate SWPPPs were developed for each project.  
 
Stormwater components necessary to obtain DEP approval for the two projects are all postconstruction 
stormwater controls including riprap-lined and grass swales, a micropool extended detention basin with riprap 
pilot channel and sediment forebay, outlet control structure, riprap apron, level spreader, grass filter strips, and 
erosion & sediment controls including compost filter socks. 
  
Bassett Brook, LLC & Rexemere Lakes, LLC have applied to the CWC Future Stormwater program for 
reimbursement of 50% of all stormwater design costs of the SWPPP. Total engineering costs for both projects 
amounted to $43,900 or $21,950 for each LLC. The applicant has elected for 50% of reimbursement costs or 
$10,975 for Bassett Brook, LLC and $10,975 for Rexmere Lakes, LLC .  
 
The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to $10,975 to Bassett Brook, LLC & $10,975 to Rexmere Lakes, 
LLC for one half of  50% of the design costs associated with implementing a SWPPP required by NYC 
Watershed Regulations and the NYS DEC General Permit. 
 



Recommended Future Stormwater Funding for Bassett Brook, LLC not-to-exceed: $10,975 
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding for Rexmere Lakes, LLC not-to-exceed: $10,975 
 
Joseph Cetta asked where the applicant stands in the process; at the time of the meeting CWC was unsure if the 
Town has approved the project, but CWC has since confirmed with the Engineer that the project has received 
Town approval signed by the Planning Board. There was concern regarding paying for a project that 
potentially would not be approved but CWC informed the Committee that regardless of if the project moves 
forward, the applicant has accrued costs to design a SWPPP to comply with City watershed regulations 
therefore they are eligible for reimbursement.  
 
   A motion was made by Allen Hinkley to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto 
the CWC Board of Director’s December meeting. The motion was seconded by Jim Sofranko. Motion carried.      
 
 
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
No new applications  
 
 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation  
 
No new applications for November.   
 
 
 
Property Owner:  
Contact Person:  
Address:  
LFA Recommendation:  
Project Category:  
Phase:  
Project Description:   
 
      
 
        
5. Other:    
 
Revisit the application from October’s meeting for the Hunter Fire Department relocation with land purchase 
that was tabled at the last meeting. There was discussion on the design portion of the funding application and 
how the DEP wasn’t in favor of funding that portion of the request. The total request for funding is $188,600.00 
with the $10,000.00 for design costs figured into that request.  
Jason said that if the committee approves this request today and moves it onto the Board for funding approval 
then it should be funded under the existing contract. The DEP said they will need to address these types of 
funding requests with a contract amendment in the future. There was also discussion about the possibility that 
with the grant funding match that Hunter has secured that it is a very good possibility that CWC will be seeing a 
request for funds for construction funding as was done for Olive fire department. The Committee felt they 
would deal with that when that time comes.  
There was also discussion about the property being purchased as having a portion of it within the designated 
mapped floodplain. John explained that from what has been explained to him is that where the building is being 
projected to be built that it would be out of the special flood hazard area but the parking lot would be within the 
flood hazard area. Also, once other areas have been dealt with such as the removal of the existing firehouse and 
the enlargement of the Bridge Street Bridge and the creation of the Mad Brook and Schoharie River floodplains 



that this entire property would be out of the flood hazard area. This cannot be truly clear unless the Village 
request a map revision from FEMA once these other projects have been completed. What is discussed above 
was information in the LFA that was projected that this property would be out of the flood hazard areas but 
don’t have current accurate information. It has been suggested to Michelle Yost that the Village really needs to 
exhaust all other possibilities for any other properties that could be purchased for the fire department relocation.  
A motion was made by Jeff Senterman to approve the funding request including the design costs so that the 
property can be purchased or if another property is available the money would be in place for such purchase. 
The motion was seconded by Joseph Cetta. Motion carried.  
   
  
 
  
III. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday December 5, 2023  
 
IV.      Meeting was adjourned at 9:39 AM 
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