
Minutes 
CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 

Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, February 6, 2024 @ 9:00 AM 
 
Attendees: James Sofranko (Director), Joseph Cetta (Director), Tina Mole (Director), David Warne (DEP), via 
Zoom; Chris Mathews (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), Jeff Senterman (Director), Thomas Snow 
(NYSDEC).           
 
Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Tim Cox (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Rachael 
Burger (CWC), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Donald Brown (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Jim 
Martin (CWC), James Martin Jr. (CWC), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill 
(Director),  John Schwartz (DEP), Matt Giannetta (DEP), Aaron Bennett (DEP), Nick Sadler (DEP), Mike 
Meyer (DEP), Heidi Haynes (DEP), Heidi Emrich (Ulster County), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH), Michael MaLoney 
(NYSDOH) Gerson Tavarez (DEP), Maya Lilly (Applicant). Via Zoom; Innes Kasanof (Director), Art Merrill 
(Director), Rich Parete (Director), Nick Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs), Tom Stalter (DEP), 
Lisa Melville (NYSDOS/WPPC).                      
 
The meeting was called to order by James Sofranko at 9:01 AM.  
  
                                                

I. Review minutes from January 2, 2024 meeting. Minutes approved as written by a motion from Joseph 
Cetta and the motion was seconded by Jim Sofranko. Motion carried.    

         
 
1. Community Wastewater Management Program 
 
    General Project Updates:   
   
CWMP III                
 
New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount of 
$5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019 Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the Sewer 
District and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR. The signing of the Notice of Award to F.P. 
Kane was completed by the Town on 4/13/2022 for $4,793,300.00.  
   
The contractor F.P. Kane officially started work on the project on September 12, 2022. All piping and pre cast 
structures for the base bid part one has been installed and the majority of the piping and precast structures have been 
tested and passed.   
F.P. Kane has a few more connections to make and then can proceed with the fresh water start up and Substantial 
Completion soon. Have been advised that they are waiting on a part that had to be backordered which should arrive 
in February. Once this part has been received and installed Substantial Completion can be done. Functional 
Completion should come soon after. Lamont Engineers has received the revised schedule from F.P. Kane for the 
startup and completion of the project. According to the revised schedule submitted by F.P. Kane, all work and start 
up is estimated to be done in early spring depending on DEP issuance of the Functional Completion and weather 
permitting. F.P. Kane has stated that they plan to work through the winter month’s to install septic tanks on 
individual properties since they feel it will be less disturbance with the ground being frozen. Once all work has been 
completed final restoration of all properties will take place.        
 
The culvert bridge sections have been set into the stream and the bridge work has been completed. Additional work 
was needed on the upper portion of the bridge with the installation of more rock baskets for safety measures which 
will result in a contractor change order. This change order will be approximately $16,000.00. The temporary bridge 
used during construction that was loaned to the project from WAC has been removed.  
 



Lamont Engineers has received the Article 15 Stream Disturbance Permit from the NYSDEC for moving forward 
with doing the needed stream work to correct the directional flow of the stream next to the Leach Fields. Lamont is 
developing a bid package to be put out to bid for early 2024. At this point this work will need to be put out to bid 
and done next summer.  
 
      
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of $8,954,000.00. 
The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force main connecting to the NYCDEP 
Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. There will be 53 hookups being tied into the 
system.     
 
Hubbell Inc. was the low bidder at $8,880,563.00. At the 2/9/2022 Town of Middletown Board meeting the board 
voted to accept and award Hubbell Inc. as the low bidder. 
   
Hubbell’s began work as of July 13, 2022 on the main pump station and pump station #1.  
  
The force mains, pre-cast units and lateral stubs have all been completed. Testing dates for the Force Main from 
Halcottsville to the terminus vault in front of CWC are to be determined. 99% of the force main has been installed.   
 
Hubbell’s set the last pre-cast pump chamber terminal vault near the CWC building on 11/17/23.  
 
Remaining testing of the force mains and pump stations will be done over the winter months. Hubbell’s has decided 
to stop work for the winter months and resume operations in late March-early April.  
 
There were a couple of concerns with some of the paving that was done such as the slope of it and a higher seam in 
the middle of the street in the hamlet of Halcottsville. All agreed to take a closer look at this in the spring.                  
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for the Shokan project for a total not to 
exceed $48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making 
modifications to the Boiceville WWTP. 
 
There are approximately a total of 525 lateral connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current 
estimated flow for Shokan is 166,000 gpd.  
 
Lamont is currently addressing all comments back and forth with the DEP and getting closer for the 95% 
submission. Lamont is continuing work on all design phase work. Lamont has received 9 comments back from the 
DEP for the Boiceville Facility Plan and the 65% design drawings which they feel all are minor comments and will 
be addressed in the 95% drawings. The 95% drawings should be completed by the end of February and then ready 
for internal review.     
  
Approximately 99% of the data on occupied properties has been collected. (474 of the 475). Data collection is 
ongoing.  
     
There will be 35 grinder pump stations proposed for the district and 8 collection system pump stations.  
 
Lamont is finalizing the SPDES permit application revisions and will be resubmitting to the NYSDEC shortly.  
  
Lamont Engineers has identified critical easements needed for the collection system. 3 large areas that will need 20’ 
wide x up to 2,000’ long and it is anticipated that these will take some work to gain these easements. Lamont plans 
to prioritize the easements for the pump stations and critical layouts. As of 12/12/23, 98 of the 147 easements needed 
have been signed and submitted, 12 easements are no longer needed. Progress is being made on obtaining the 
remaining easements. Henry is completing this task evenings and weekends. Lamont felt the best way to finalize 
obtaining these easements was to make appointments with these remaining property owners and take a Notary with 
them to complete these remaining 37 easements that are still outstanding.    
 



Nick Warner of Lamont Engineers continues to hold office hours on Wednesdays for residents to ask questions 
about the project and how their properties may be affected.   
 
Question to the DEP on updating the status of the additional Block Grant funding that will be needed for this project. 
Dave Warne addressed the question with the DEP is discussing this issue and working to find the additional funds 
within their budget and hope to have an answer after their internal meeting in April.    
 
 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
   
Windham Ventures 
Program: FSW/MOA-145  
Address: 11 Vets Road, Windham NY   
Engineer: No Engineer   
  
Project Description:  
On December 6, 2023 DEP approved the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for Windham 
Ventures located at 11 Vets Road in the Town of Windham, Greene County, New York. NYC DEP solely 
required stormwater controls for this project; there is no permitting from NYS DEC required.  
 
The project consists of replacing the existing wooden mini-golf course holes with concrete and AstroTurf. Nine 
of the eighteen holes fall within 100’ of a watercourse therefore requiring NYC DEP review and approval of a 
Small Project SWPPP to meet Watershed Regulations. 
 
The holes will not be relocated and will stay in the same location. Stormwater requirements consist of installing 
a 6x6 inch gravel diaphragm around the perimeter of the nine holes to allow runoff from the new concrete to 
infiltrate into the ground.  
  
Windham Ventures submitted an application on January 5, 2024 for an amount not to exceed $9,126 in 
estimated SWPPP construction costs representing 100% of NYCDEP stormwater costs. CWC added a 15% 
contingency to the estimate bringing the amount to $10,495. Windham Ventures is a small business therefore 
half of the reimbursement costs will be from the Future Stormwater Program and the remainder from the MOA 
145 Program or $5,247.50 from each program. 
 
The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to $5,247.50 from the Future Stormwater Program and $5,247.50 
from the MOA-145 Program to Windham Ventures for implementing a SWPPP required by NYC Watershed 
Regulations. 
  
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding Request not to exceed $5,247.50 
Recommended MOA-145 Funding Request not to exceed $5,247.50 
 
A motion was made by Joseph Cetta to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto 
the CWC Board of Director’s March meeting. The motion was seconded by David Warne. Motion carried.      
 
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
No new applications  
 
 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation  
 
   
Property Owner: Maya Lilly 
Contact Person: Same as above   



Address: 223 Plank Road, Phoenicia, NY 12464  
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Feasibility Study 
Project Description:  
 
Maya Lilly of Phoenicia is requesting funding in the amount of $5,000.00 to complete a Feasibility Study of 
property that she owns at 223 Plank Road in Phoenicia. This is a residential property and is located within the flood 
hazard area of the Esopus Creek.  
Property Protection Measures are identified in the Phoenicia/Mt. Tremper Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was 
accepted by the Town of Shandaken in 2016.  
This property has received substantial flood damages (57%) from Tropical Storm Irene and damages from other 
flood events as well. The new owner, Maya Lilly has stated that she was not made fully aware of these flood 
damages and the severity of flooding to this property when she purchased the house. This property was originally 
offed a buyout through FEMA after Tropical Storm Irene in the amount of $157,000.00 but that owner for some 
reason declined. In 2015 the bank foreclosed on the property and it was later sold for $21,500.00. The new owner 
prior to Maya Lilly substantially improved the property without making the required improvements to meet all the 
floodplain requirements. Maya Lilly then purchased the property for $525,000.00 claiming she wasn’t made aware 
of the flooding issues.  
This property also receives a large amount of ground water/stormwater during heavy rain events that fills her 
basement with approximately 4-5’ of water and her yard is inundated with ponding water.   
John and Aaron Bennett of the DEP explained to the Committee that they both felt strongly that a Feasibility Study 
was recommended to call out what would be the best solution for this property and maybe detect any hidden 
damages that may have been covered up when the cosmetic work was done after Tropical Storm Irene.  
A motion was made by Jim Sofranko to forward this application onto the CWC Board of Directors for funding 
approval at their March 5th meeting. The motion was seconded by Jeff Senterman. Motion carried.  
 
Property Owner: Alfred Peavy 
Contact Person: Same as Above 
Address: 38 Main Street, Phoenicia, NY 12464 
LFA Recommendation: Yes-with this property having an earlier recommendation that wasn’t put into place. 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Feasibility Study 
Project Description:  
 
Alfred Peavy owns a multi-use commercial/residential structure that is located at 38 Main Street in Phoenicia. He is 
requesting funding in the amount of $5,000.00 to complete a Feasibility Study for this property which is located in 
the flood hazard areas of the Stony Clove Creek and the Esopus Creek. A portion of the building hangs over the 
Stony Clove Creek and in the basement are 2 boilers and water heaters that are subject to water damages during 
flood events. The building has received past flood damages to the basement during Tropical Storm Irene in 2011.  
This property was identified in the Local Flood Analysis (LFA) to be considered to be relocated or possibly be torn 
down through the NYCFBO Program. In 2018 there was an original evaluation done that was funded by CWC to try 
and locate the structure to a different parcel within the hamlet of Phoenicia and no suitable properties were located. 
The reasoning behind recommending the relocation was that the building overhangs the Stony Clove Stream and this 
parcel could be affected for a possible NYSDOT bridge replacement in the future as well as the possible creation of 
a floodplain to reduce the amount of flood waters that get on Main Street.  
Property Protection Measures are identified in the Phoenicia/Mt. Tremper Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was 
accepted by the Town of Shandaken in 2016.  
The Committee discussed why a second feasibility study for the same property should be considered with NYCDEP 
not being in support of funding of this application and it would be throwing good money at a possibly poor project 
that could ultimately be relocated in the future.  
A motion was made by Joseph Cetta to deny this application for funding of the feasibility study. The motion was 
seconded by David Warne. Motion carried.  
 
Property Owner: Town of Jewett 



Contact Person: Gregory Kroyer-Supervisor 
Address: 3547 County Rt. 23C, Jewett, NY 12444 
LFA Recommendation: Yes-however the buildings on the property are not within the regulated floodplain.  
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Feasibility Study 
Project Description: 
 
The Town of Jewett is requesting funding in the amount of $5,000.00 to complete a feasibility study to evaluate 
recommendations provided from the Local Flood Analysis (LFA) for possible flood proofing measures or elevating 
of the Town of Jewett Highway Garage or even possible relocation to a different location on this site.  
This property at 3547 CR 23C in Jewett has received damages in the past but it has been determined that the waters 
are coming from drainage ditches and undersized culverts near the Highway Garage. Even though this property has 
been identified in the Local Flood Analysis (LFA) the buildings are NOT within the regulated flood hazard areas of 
the stream. The Town of Jewett has applied for funding under the Stormwater Retrofit Program from CWC for 
correcting this stormwater issue. According to the FEMA flood maps a portion of the property is actually in the 
designated flood hazard area but the buildings are not.  
A resolution by the Town of Jewett supporting this application has been provided.  
The Local Flood Analysis (LFA) was accepted by the Town of Jewett in March of 2022.  
The committee discussed the application based on the information provided from John and the DEP and the DEP 
recommended not funding this application since it isn’t in the flood hazard area and they have already applied to 
CWC for Stormwater Retrofit funding to correct the problem.  
A motion was made by Jim Sofranko to deny the application for funding of the feasibility study. The motion was 
seconded by Tina Mole. Motion carried.  
 
      
5. Other: For discussion only! The Village of Tannersville has applied for Design and Construction funding 
together in the same application for replacement of the Spruce Street Culvert which the Gooseberry Creek passes 
through. This application has been put under other for only discussion purposes since there are too many unanswered 
questions about the funding and schedule that is currently provided.  
Currently, the project is estimated to be at $1.9 million without a design being provided. The application is 
requesting $100,000.00 from CWC for design funding and has also been sent to Greene County Soil and Water to 
ask for an additional $100,000.00 in design funding. In the same application the Village is requesting an additional 
$500,000.00 for construction funding. The schedule for design approval isn’t until 8/2/25 and construction isn’t 
projected to be done until 6/15/26.  
The Spruce Street culvert is identified in the Village of Tannersville Local Flood Analysis (LFA) to be replaced with 
a larger structure and is currently being overtopped during the 10 or 25 year storm events. There is no BCA provided 
to determine the cost benefits of this project.  
A resolution by the Village of Tannersville has been provided in support of doing this project and requesting funding 
from CWC. There is also a letter of support to secure funding for this project from Michelle Hinchey, NYS Senate.  
There was some discussion as to if Greene County Soil and Water could provide the entire design funding of 
$200,000.00 from their budget instead of monies coming from CWC for the design. Jason said that he had talked 
with Joel and said they didn’t want to exhaust all of their funds that they had available and felt a cost share with 
CWC would be the best option. Dave Warne of the DEP agreed that this could be done.  
John has talked with Robin, the Village Clerk and made her aware that this application would need to be broken into 
two separate requests and that the construction funding request is not to be done until they know they have matching 
funds in place and closer to the actual construction date.  
Ricciardella-Brios Restaurant in Phoenicia was approved for $5,000.00 in funding to complete the Feasibility Study 
back on September 5, 2023, Resolution 4998 in the amount of $5,000.00. Under the new flood contract the 
consultant-LaBella is entitled to receive $6,500.00 to complete this study since the building is larger than 5,000 sq. 
ft. A request is being made to the Committee and Board to approve the additional funding in the amount of 
$1,500.00 to have this study completed.  
A motion was made by Jim Sofranko to move this additional funding request of $1,500.00 to the Board today for 
funding approval. Motion was seconded by Tina Mole. Motion carried.   
   
  



 
  
III. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday March 5, 2024  
 
IV.      Meeting was adjourned at 9:46 AM 
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