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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

March 5, 2024 
Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrrill (Director by Zoom), Tina Molé (Director), Richard 
Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Thomas Hoyt (Director), 
Allen Hinkley (Director by Zoom), Jason Merwin (CWC), David Warne (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Donald Brown (CWC), Joseph Cetta (Director), Timothy Cox 
(CWC), Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Department of Environment), Kyle Faraci (CWC), Jessica 
Fiedler (CWC), Matthew Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Brent Gotsch (NYCDEP), Jeff Graff 
(NYCDEP), Heidi Haynes (NYCDEP), Todd Henderson (CWC), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John 
Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Michael 
Maloney (NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Lisa Melville 
(NYSDOS/WPPC by Zoom), Michael Meyers (NYCDEP), Dmitry Ostapyshyn (NYCDEP), Patrick 
Palmer (NYSDOH), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Ann Roberti (Resident), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP), 
John Schwartz (NYCDEP),  James Sofranko (Director), Tom Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Gerson 
Tavarez (NYCDEP), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH), George Wendell (Catskill Mountain Club) 

 
I.       Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:37 AM. 

 
II.     Minutes from the February, 2024 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved 

as written.  
 

III. Septic Program: 
 

A.  Carol Bovee. Over $25,000.00: Mr. Bovee’s residence is located at 3012 
County Route 18, Delhi, New York 13753 in the Town of Delhi. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is likely to fail. Her engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering, PLLC. Her contractor is Delaware Bulldozing Corporation. Ms. 
Bovee signed into the program on October 12, 2022. Her Design Application 
was received by NYCDEP on November 6, 2023 and deemed complete on 
November 14, 2023. Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on December 6, 2023. Ms. Bovee’s two-year deadline is 
October 12, 2024. Her proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom 
house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 92 
linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 250 linear feet of Presby pipe, 
35 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 175 linear feet of vent pipe and site restoration. 
Delaware Bulldozing Corporation has submitted a quote of $27,359.00 for this 
project. This amount. is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Carol Bovee 
in the amount not to exceed $27,359.00 to build her septic system. 

  
B. Charles Myzwinski Over $25,000.00: Mr. Myzwinski’s residence is located at 

250 Lower Highland Circle Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of 
Roxbury. CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is 
John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Four Season Landscaping. Mr. Myzwinski 
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signed into the program on April 4, 2022. His Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on September 5, 2023 and deemed complete on September 12, 
2023. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval 
on January 25, 2024. Mr. Myzwinski’s two-year deadline is April 4, 2024. His 
proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 105 linear feet 
of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 575 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 325 linear feet of absorption trench, 125 linear feet of 
curtain drain, 35 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 190 linear feet of access 
road, additional material for access road, remove 30 trees and brush, set tanks 
with a large excavator, bucket material and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were $85,500.00, $86,135.00 and $87,400.00. 
The lowest quote, submitted by Four Season Landscaping, is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Charles Myzwinski in the amount not to exceed 
$85,500.00 to build his septic system.  

 
C. Tammy Tweedie Over $25,000.00: Ms. Tweedie’s residence is located at 1678 

Fish Hollow Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Hamden. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction Company. Ms. 
Tweedie signed into the program on July 29, 2022. Her Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on June 15, 2023 and deemed complete on July 12, 2023. 
Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
July 12 2023. Ms. Tweedie’s two-year deadline is July 29, 2024. Her proposed 
septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 110 linear feet of gravity pipe, an 
effluent filter, one distribution box, 170 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
120 linear feet of absorption trench, 85 linear feet of improved swale, set tanks 
with a large excavator and site restoration. Ben Reynolds Construction 
Company has submitted a quote of $28,590.00 for this project. This amount is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Tammy Tweedie in the amount not to exceed 
$28,590.00 to build her septic system.  
 

D. Fred Galuska Additional Cost: Mr. Galuska’s residence is located at 70 Boyce 
Road, Glenford, New York 12433 in the Town of Hurley. His engineer is 
Christopher DiChiaro, P.E. His contractor is Mammoth Excavation. This project 
was previously approved for $27,795.00. More than one pipe was discovered 
exiting the house while excavating for the new septic tank. One pipe was under 
a shed and partially collapsed. The contractor removed the floor of the shed and 
hand dug to connect new piping at the house foundation. A buried gutter drain 
had to be re-routed around the new system. The contractor has requested 
$2,630.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost will be $30,425.00. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Fred Galuska in the amount not to exceed $2,630.00 for additional 
costs to build his septic system.  
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E. Mohammad Abdalrabman (Brothers Halal Meat Packing, LLC) Additional 

Cost: Mohammad Abdalrabman’s meat packing plant is located at 56 Railroad 
Avenue, Stamford, New York 12137, in the Town of Harpersfield. The engineer 
is Steele Brook Engineering. The contractor is Lasting Impressions Landscaping 
& Excavation. This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement through the 
Expanded Septic Program. It was previously approved for $74,230.99. The 
contractor had to install 125 linear feet of access road due to wet conditions 
during construction. A buried culvert was discovered that had to be extended 
and re-routed. Drainage was extended around the new absorption field. The 
contractor had to excavate to a depth of 16-18 feet for the line to the 
distribution box. Material excavated was too rocky to use for backfill. 120 cubic 
yards of random fill material was brought to the site to cover the pipe. The 
contractor has requested $19,143.50 for the added work. This amount appears 
to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $93,374.49. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Brothers Halal Meatpacking, LLC in the amount not to 
exceed $19,143.50 for additional costs to build their septic system. 

 
F. Randy Hulse Second Time Repair: Mr. Hulse’s residence is in the Town of 

Walton, Section, Block and Lot number 272-2-14. His septic system was paid for 
in 2005 under the Priority 3 Program. Orangeburg pipe from the house to the 
tank has collapsed and needs replacing. The septic tank was pumped out in 
2009, 2015 and 2022. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to approve Randy Hulse for a second time 
repair.  

 
G. Septic Program Rules Amendment: Tim Cox discussed changes in Septic 

Program Rules. He proposed an addition under Chapter 2:00 – SEPTIC 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW, 2:00:01 Definitions, Item 7. “CWC Engineering 
Checklist – a list of items to be completed by a design professional as part of the 
design of a septic repair or replacement and may include but not be limited to 
verification of interior plumbing exits, amount of fill estimate, all existing 
underground utilities and drainage systems to be shown on the plan, trees 
within the vicinity of the eligible system to be shown on the plan, etc.,”  

 
Changes to the definition of “Residence,” Item 20 under the same section will 
include, “Residence does not include a building that was constructed within the 
last twenty years.” He recommended deleting “…was substantially improved 
over 75% of the market value within 20 years of date of application for 
enrollment in the Septic Program” and changing from “…a structure that was 
not used as a residence for a period of three years…” to a period of five years, to 
match Watershed Regulations.  
 
This change will allow substantial renovations, including gutting a house. 
Houses torn down to the slab will remain ineligible.  

 
2:00:02:01 Reimbursement for Past Completed Repairs 2 b. will include the 
addition of “…and the engineer has completed and provided a CWC Engineering 
Checklist….” Currently this section also states, “In the event that a request for 
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reimbursement exceeds $25,000.00, the Board of Directors shall approve the 
scope of work and the cost of the system before construction may begin. In the 
event the quote exceeds $30,000.00, the Homeowner shall supply to CWC 
detailed quotes from at least three unrelated contractors, and the Board of 
Directors must approve the scope of work and the cost of the system before 
construction may begin. $25,00.00 will be raised to $30,000.00. $30,000.00 will 
be raised to k$35,000.00. 
 
2:01:08 Application for Reimbursement Item 2 will be added, “Except as 
provided in Section 2:00:02:01, an application for reimbursement must be 
submitted to CWC no later than 3 months after issuance of NYCDEP 
Construction Approval (or completion of work if no NYCDEP Construction 
Approval is required) except in the sole discretion of the Executive Director for 
good cause shown.”  
 
This will apply to both engineering and construction bills. Jason noted that some 
bills come late. A few homeowners are slow to send Reimbursement Forms. 
This change will not apply to residents in the proposed Phoenicia who only have 
the Yearly Reimbursement Program available. 
 
Outside of the Program Rules, Second Time Repairs will be brought before the 
Committee and Board on the same day to expedite funding assistance for 
homeowners needing septic system repairs.  
 
Mitch discussed response to the engineer’s checklist and the attestation added 
to bid forms. He said that nobody really likes change, but most engineers feel 
okay about the checklist, especially since the fee schedule has been increased. A 
few contractors have been reluctant to sign bid forms that now include the 
statement, “I attest that I have been to the site/I am aware of all site conditions. 
I attest that this is an independent bid. “  
 
They worry they might miss something and end up bearing the cost.  
 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve amendments as reviewed to the Septic System 
Rehabilitation and Replacement Program Rules. 

 
H. Septic Maintenance: Pump out costs were reimbursed to 28 homeowners over 

the past month. A total of 66 homeowners have been reimbursed for 
maintenance costs this year. This is about average for this time of year. 

 
I. Septic Cluster: There was nothing to report for this program. 
 
J.  Septic Update: Septic system repair costs were reimbursed to 10 homeowners 

last month. A total of 21 homeowners have had septic systems repaired with 
program funding this year. These numbers are about the same as last year. 

 
K.   Other:  Tom Hoyt said that a field trip to the Windham treatment plant to begin 

planning for septage acceptance has been scheduled. Jason and Eric Lane have 
toured the Prattsville plant. They are considering three different methods to 
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accept septage. NYCDEP has offered a tour of the Margaretville wastewater 
plant to see an example of one method.  

 
Jason has reached out to Dave Warne and John Vickers at NYCDEP about the 
Request for Proposals issued for repairs to the Tannersville collection system. 
He would like to see the bids. Some of these costs are relevant to what CWC is 
doing. Dave Warme said to submit a FOIL request. 
 
The Committee recommended that a FOIL request be sent to NYCDEP for 
outcome information on their Request for Proposals for repairs to the 
Tannersville collection system. 

 
III. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for April 2, 2024. 

 
          V.          The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 AM.  


