
 
Minutes 

CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 
Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, April 2, 2024 @ 9:00 AM 

 
Attendees: James Sofranko (Director), Joseph Cetta (Director), Tina Mole (Director), David Warne (DEP), 
Chris Mathews (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), Jeff Senterman (Director), Thomas Snow (NYSDEC).             
 
Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Tim Cox (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Rachael 
Burger (CWC), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Donald Brown (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), David Lane (CWC),Jessica 
Fiedler (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), James Martin Jr. (CWC), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Sam Costa (CWC), 
Renee Antoinette (CWC), Arthur Merrill (Director), Tom Hoyt (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Innes 
Kasanof (Director), Mark Tuthill (Director), Matt Gianetta (DEP), Aaron Bennett (DEP), Nick Sadler (DEP), 
Mike Meyer (DEP), Heidi Haynes (DEP), Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Department of Environment), Pat 
Palmer (NYSDOH), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH) Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH), Gerson Tavarez (DEP), Via 
Zoom; Lisa Melville (NYSDOS/WPPC), Dmitry Ostapyshyn (DEP),                      
 
The meeting was called to order by James Sofranko at 9:01 AM.  
  
                                                

I. Review minutes from March 5, 2024 meeting. Minutes approved as written by a motion from Joseph 
Cetta and the motion was seconded by Jim Sofranko. Motion carried.    

         
 
1. Community Wastewater Management Program 
 
    General Project Updates:   
   
CWMP III                
 
New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount 
of $5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019 Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the 
Sewer District and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR. The signing of the Notice of Award 
to F.P. Kane was completed by the Town on 4/13/2022 for $4,793,300.00. Additional funding have been added 
to the Block Grant for a total amount of $7.7 million to cover all expenses.   
   
The contractor F.P. Kane officially started work on the project on September 12, 2022. All piping and pre cast 
structures for the base bid part one has been installed and the majority of the piping and precast structures have 
been tested and passed.   
 
F.P. Kane started the clean water and Mock Startup of the Leach Beds on 3/14/24 and this test was completed. 
Substantial Completion to follow in the coming weeks. Functional Completion should come soon after.  
 
According to the revised schedule submitted by F.P. Kane, all work, installation of all lateral lines and 
individual tanks and start up is estimated to be done in early spring depending on DEP issuance of the 
Functional Completion and weather permitting. Once all work has been completed, final restoration of all 
properties will take place.     
 
Additional work was needed on the upper portion of the bridge with the installation of more rock baskets for 
safety measures which will result in a contractor change order. This change order will be approximately 
$16,000.00. The temporary bridge used during construction that was loaned to the project from WAC has been 
removed.  



 
 
 
Lamont Engineers has received the Article 15 Stream Disturbance Permit from the NYSDEC for moving 
forward with doing the needed stream work to correct the directional flow of the stream next to the Leach 
Fields. Lamont has put this out to bid and all bids are due back to the Town of Middletown on 4/5/24. Lamont 
Engineers anticipates that the Town Board is to award the bid for the stream work at their 4/10/24 Board 
Meeting. The contract will be for all work to be completed by the end of 2024 with the contract being open until 
the summer of 2025 in order to ensure any follow up restoration work that may be needed after going through a 
winter cycle. 
 
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of 
$8,954,000.00. This has been increased to $11,454,000.00 with the additional funding being added to the Block 
Grant to cover all expenses. The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force 
main connecting to the NYCDEP Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. 
There will be 53 hookups being tied into the system.     
 
Hubbell Inc. was the low bidder at $8,880,563.00. At the 2/9/2022 Town of Middletown Board meeting the 
board voted to accept and award Hubbell Inc. as the low bid. 
   
Hubbell’s began work as of July 13, 2022 on the main pump station and pump station #1.  
  
The force mains, pre-cast units and lateral stubs have all been completed. Testing dates for the Force Main from 
Halcottsville to the terminus vault in front of CWC was started March 20th 2024. There were some issues 
detected during the testing that are being corrected. Once the air is extracted fully from the force main and the 
correct flow is achieved then there should be a positive test result. Test needs be at 125 gpm at the Terminus 
vault and currently it is only 65 gpm due to the air needing to be extracted.    
 
There were a couple of concerns with some of the paving that was done such as the slope of it and a higher 
seam in the middle of the street in the hamlet of Halcottsville. All agreed to take a closer look at this in the 
spring.                  
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for the Shokan project for a total not to 
exceed $48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making 
modifications to the Boiceville WWTP. It has been determined that the costs for this project will be closer to 
$75 million and the City is looking into obtaining additional funds to cover this cost increase.  
 
There are approximately a total of 525 lateral connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current 
estimated flow for Shokan is 166,000 gpd.  
 
Lamont has submitted the 95% drawings to the DEP for the Boiceville Facility Plan. Lamont continues working 
on the design phase work for the Shokan WW project and plan to submit the 95% design drawings once all 
easements have been obtained.        
  
Approximately 99% of the data on occupied properties has been collected. (474 of the 475). Data collection is 
ongoing.  
     
There will be 35 grinder pump stations proposed for the district and 8 collection system pump stations.  
 
Lamont is finalizing the SPDES permit application revisions and will be resubmitting to the NYSDEC shortly.  
  



 
Lamont Engineers has identified critical easements needed for the collection system. 3 large areas that will need 
20’ wide x up to 2,000’ long and it is anticipated that these will take some work to gain these easements. 
Lamont plans to prioritize the easements for the pump stations and critical layouts. As of 3/22/24, 126 of the 
147 easements needed have been signed and submitted, 12 easements are no longer needed. Progress is being 
made on obtaining the remaining easements. Young Sommer, CWC, and Lamont attended the 3/11/24 Town 
Board meeting to make it clear to the Town Board how important it is to wrap these easements up to keep the 
project moving in the right direction. Currently there are 21 easements that remain outstanding.      
 
Jason asked Dave if there were any updates on securing the additional funding needed for the Shokan project as 
part of the capital plan in next years budget. Dave replied that they are still working through the process. Jason 
reiterated that the process would be to get these funds secured, work quickly on registering a contract 
amendment, get the payment processed and put the project out to bid sometime this winter. Dave confirmed that 
this was his understanding as well.  
 
 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
   
Village of Tannersville – Rip Van Winkle Lake Park  
Program: Future Stormwater  
Address: 33 Upper Lake Road, Tannersville, NY   
Engineer: Studia A Landscape, Architecture, & Engineering 
Contractor: Blue Spruce Nursery, Inc    
  
Project Description:  
On October 14, 2022 DEP approved the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the Village of 
Tannersville Rip Van Winkle Lake Park located at 33 Upper Lake Road in Tannersville, Greene County, New 
York. 
 
The project will disturb 5.4 acres of land, therefore, a SWPPP addressing erosion and sediment controls as well 
as post construction stormwater runoff was required to meet the Watershed Regulations. In addition, a SWPPP 
addressing erosion and sediment control as well as post construction stormwater runoff is required for coverage 
under the NYS DEC “General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities” (GP-0-20-001). 
 
The project consists of resurfacing the existing entrance drive, constructing gravel walking paths, gravel access 
drive, stabilized turf parking areas, community pavilion, restroom, natural play area, splash pad, kayak launch, 
fishing pier, picnic areas, water and wastewater utilities, landscaping, and lighting. The site will be tied into the 
existing municipal sewer. The stormwater treatment system consists of erosions and sediment controls, 14 
bioretention basins including plantings, vegetated buffer plantings, and soil restoration. 
 
On March 13, 2024 The Village of Tannersville applied to the CWC Future Stormwater program for costs of 
implementing a SWPPP. Engineering and construction costs totaled $308,038. CWC added a 15% contingency 
bringing the total costs up to $354,243. The applicant has elected for 50% reimbursement of eligible costs or 
$177,121. 
 
 The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to $177,121 to The Village of Tannersville for 50% of the costs 
associated with implementing a SWPPP required by NYC Watershed Regulations and the NYS DEC General 
Permit. 
 
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding not-to-exceed: $177,121 
 



 
A motion was made by Jeff Senterman to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto 
the CWC Board of Director’s May meeting. The motion was seconded by Allen Hinkley. Motion carried.      
 
 
Makowski Residence – Pine Island Subdivision 
Program: Future Stormwater  
Address: 265 Blackberry Street, Gilboa, NY  
Engineer: Sander Engineering 
Contractor: Ted’s Grading and Landscaping   
  
Project Description:  
On November 9, 2022 DEP approved the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the Makowski 
Residence located at 265 Blackberry Street in the Town of Gilboa, Schoharie 
County, New York. 
 
The project consists of constructing a single family residential home, garage and driveway. The project is part 
of a larger common plan of development resulting in greater than 5-acres of land disturbance. A SWPPP 
addressing erosion and sediment control as well as post construction stormwater runoff was required to meet the 
Watershed Regulations. In addition, a SWPPP addressing erosion and sediment control as well as post 
construction stormwater runoff is required for coverage under the NYS DEC “General Permit for Stormwater 
Discharges from Construction Activities” (GP-0-20-001). 
 
Stormwater controls at the site include erosion and sediment controls, multiple rain gardens, stormwater piping, 
and a driveway swale with culverts & check dams. On March 1, 2024 The Makowskis applied to the CWC 
Future Stormwater program for costs of implementing a SWPPP. Engineering and construction costs totaled 
$47,550. CWC added a 15% contingency to the costs bringing the total costs up to $54,682. The applicant has 
elected for 50% reimbursement of eligible costs or $27,341. 
 
 The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to $27,341 to The Makowskis for 50% of the costs associated 
with implementing a SWPPP required by NYC Watershed Regulations and the NYS DEC General Permit. 
 
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding not-to-exceed: $27,341 
 
A motion was made by Joseph Cetta to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto 
the CWC Board of Director’s May meeting. The motion was seconded by David Warne. Motion carried.      
 
 
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
No new applications  
 
 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation  
 
Property Owner: Geraldine Fitzpatrick-Papa 
Contact Person: Same as Above 
Address: 7925 Main Street, Hunter, NY 12442 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Construction Funding 
Project Description:  



 
 
Geraldine Fitzpatrick-Papa is requesting Construction funding in the amount of $308,320.75 to complete the 
elevation of their Mixed Use Commercial building located at 7925 Main Street, Hunter.  
They have completed a Feasibility Study that was done by Chazen and the design that was completed by 
LaBella which both were funded and approved by CWC. The recommendations in the Feasibility Study were to 
elevate the structure to 2.4’ above the BFE. The structure finished floor is currently 0.2’ below the BFE. In the 
application provided by Papa they have stated the structure to be “elevated and flood proofed to above the BFE 
plus 3’. “(Not really sure what their intention is).  
 
The original estimates provided by Chazen in their feasibility study in 2021 to raise the structure 2.4’ above 
BFE was $238,893.00. 7/14/23 the design was completed by LaBella to show the structure being elevated to 
3.2’ above the BFE to ensure the joists were above the flood levels during the 100 year event. The design 
estimates for the elevation were $321,860.00. Currently the applicant is stating the total estimated construction 
costs for this project as being $411,094.00. I have reviewed all estimates provided by all contractors and found 
that the only estimate that is within the limits of what the costs actually should be is Wolf House lifters. All 
other contractor’s estimates are way above what the costs should be for this job and most of them didn’t meet 
the required insurance requirements. Considering that the Board of Directors in March approved a similar sized 
building lift that the total construction costs would be $275,803.00.     
 
This property is within the flood hazard areas of the Schoharie Creek and Mad Brook in Hunter. This property 
was identified in the LFA as part of a larger project which included the relocation of the firehouse, removal of 
the existing firehouse, replacement of the bridge next to the firehouse with a larger and higher structure and the 
creation of a floodplain within the village that would be done on the Papa property and several other properties. 
Once this work has been done the Papa structure according to SLR and the LFA may be completely removed 
from the Special Flood Hazard Areas being that it is currently only 0.2’ below the BFE.  
 
Property Protection Measures are identified in the Hunter Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was accepted by the 
Village of Hunter in 2018. 
 
NYCDEP and John have both reviewed this application and with all the information listed above feel strongly 
that the Committee should consider tabling this application until further and more accurate information is 
received.   
 
A motion was made by Joseph Cetta to table the application thinking that a detailed engineering study needs to 
be provided so that the Board doesn’t provide a large sum of funding to a project that actually may not need to 
be elevated once the other portions of the other projects have been completed. Joe also asked to be provided 
with the specifics of these other projects in relation to this structure as written in the LFA. The motion was 
seconded by Jeff Senterman, motion carried.  
 
 
Property Owner: Greene County DPW 
Contact Person: Robert Van Valkenburg 
Address: 240 West Main Street, PO Box 485, Catskill, NY 12414 
LFA Recommendation: Yes-County Rt. 1 culvert in the Town of Halcott, Greene County 
Project Category: Public Infrastructure 
Phase: Construction Funding 
Project Description: 
 
This application was before the Committee at their March 5, 2024 meeting and was tabled pending a review of 
the recently submitted Hydraulic Study and Analysis. This review was completed by DCSWCD, DEP and 
CWC. DCSWCD completed the review within 2 weeks and provided comments to Greene County DPW and 



 
the consultant Creighton Manning. They in turn reviewed the DCSWCD comments and responded within a few 
days. DEP and CWC also agreed with the comments provided by DCSWCD and the return comments and 
changes that would be done to the plans. Greene County DPW is requesting funding to replace the County Rt. 1 
culvert on the Brownell Creek in the Town of Halcott in Greene County. The total estimated cost for this 
project is $1,357,000.00 with Greene County DPW will be providing a cost share of $300,000.00 and CWC 
funding for the project being requested will be $1,057,000.00. Under CWC’s program rules this project can be 
funded 100% by CWC’s FHMIP Program. After discussions with Greene County they were able to provide the 
$300,000.00 for the cost share from their internal yearly budget.  
 
This culvert replacement is very important to the residents of Halcott since there are very few ways in and out 
of Halcott during high water events. The roads that do allow for residents to come and go are seasonal roads 
and for several months out of the year these roads can be impassible. There would be no way for emergency 
services to get to certain parts of Halcott if this culvert were to be washed out or overtopped. The culvert 
currently is overtopped during the 10 year flood event and the new replacement will be a bridge designed to 
pass the 100 year flood event. This design was completed by Creighton Manning and was funded by CWC. 
This project per the design submitted will increase the size to be a precast slab bridge with a 45’2” span as well 
as raising the road level in this area to meet all NYSDOT standards.  
 
A letter from Greene County Superintendent Scott Templeton confirms their commitment to providing a cost 
share of $300,000.00 towards this project has been provided.  
 
In the Town of Halcott’s Local Flood Analysis (LFA) this culvert was identified as a Public Infrastructure that 
was in need to be replaced with a larger structure to pass the 100 year flood events. The Town of Halcott 
accepted their LFA in 2020.  
 
A motion was made by Jeff Senterman to approve this application and forward onto the CWC Board of 
Directors for funding approval in the amount of $1,057,000.00 at the April 2, 2024 Board meeting. Motion was 
seconded by Allen Hinkley. Motion carried.  
  
 
5. Other:      
  
 
  

II. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 7, 2024  
 
 

III. Adjournment 9:29 AM 
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