
 
Minutes 

CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 
Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, May 7, 2024 @ 9:00 AM 

 
Attendees: James Sofranko (Director), Joseph Cetta (Director), Tina Mole (Director), David Warne (DEP), 
Chris Mathews (Director), Jeff Senterman (Director).             
 
Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Tim Cox (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Rachael 
Burger (CWC), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Donald Brown (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), David Lane (CWC),Jessica 
Fiedler (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), Sam Costa (CWC), Arthur Merrill (Director), 
Tom Hoyt (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Innes Kasanof (Director), Rich Parete (Director), George Haynes 
(Director), Matt Gianetta (DEP), John Schwartz (DEP), Nick Sadler (DEP), Mike Meyer (DEP), Heidi Haynes 
(DEP), Gerson Tavarez (DEP), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH), Michael MaLoney (NYSDOH) Via Zoom; Lisa 
Melville (NYSDOS/WPPC), Dmitry Ostapyshyn (DEP), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH), Norma Meacham.                     
 
The meeting was called to order by James Sofranko at 9:01 AM.  
  
                                                

I. Review minutes from April 2, 2024, meeting. Minutes approved as written by a motion from Joseph 
Cetta and the motion was seconded by Jim Sofranko. Motion carried.   

II. Election of Wastewater/Stormwater Chairperson: A motion was made by Tina Mole and seconded by 
Joeseph Cetta to reappoint James Sofranko as Chairman.   

         
 
1. Community Wastewater Management Program 
 
    General Project Updates:   
   
CWMP III                
 
New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount of 
$5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019, Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the Sewer 
District and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR. The signing of the Notice of Award to F.P. 
Kane was completed by the Town on 4/13/2022 for $4,793,300.00. Additional funding has been added to the Block 
Grant for a total amount of $7.7 million to cover all expenses.   
   
The contractor F.P. Kane officially started work on the project on September 12, 2022. All piping and precast 
structures for the base bid part one has been installed and the majority of the piping and precast structures have been 
tested and passed.   
 
F.P. Kane started the clean water and Mock Startup of the Leach Beds on 3/14/24 and the clean water startup of the 
force mains and pump stations was completed on 4/17/24 with Substantial Completion to follow in the coming 
weeks. Functional Completion should come soon after. Once this has been approved the contractor F.P. Kane will 
start dismantling existing septic tanks and installing new septic tanks on individual properties and begin final 
restoration. Punch list work has been provided to F.P. Kane.      
 
Additional work was needed on the upper portion of the bridge with the installation of more rock baskets for safety 
measures which will result in a contractor change order. This change order will be approximately $16,000.00. The 
contractor F.P. Kane will be completing all grading and restoration around the control building and leach fields in 
the coming weeks. The guiderail for the bridge has been installed and completed. 
 
 



 
Lamont Engineers has received the Article 15 Stream Disturbance Permit from the NYSDEC for moving forward 
with doing the needed stream work to correct the directional flow of the stream next to the Leach Fields. This will 
include moving the stream back into its original streambed, armoring of the area where the stream broke into the 
field, creating a floodplain, slope the area from the leach beds back towards the stream. 
 
Baker Brothers/Kingston Equipment rental has been awarded the stream project work with the low bid of 
$181,500.00. All work will take place from June throughout the summer months to complete. The contract will be 
for all work to be completed by the end of 2024. The contract will remain open until the summer of 2025 in order to 
ensure any follow up restoration work that may be needed after going through a winter freeze thaw cycle. 
 
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of $8,954,000.00. 
This has been increased to $11,454,000.00 with the additional funding being added to the Block Grant to cover all 
expenses. The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force main connecting to the 
NYCDEP Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. There will be 53 hookups tied 
into the system.     
 
Hubbell Inc. was the low bidder at $8,880,563.00. At the 2/9/2022 Town of Middletown Board meeting the board 
voted to accept and award Hubbell Inc. as the low bid. 
   
Hubbell’s began work as of July 13, 2022, on the main pump station and pump station #1.  
  
The force mains, pre-cast units and lateral stubs have all been completed. Testing dates for the Force Main from 
Halcottsville to the terminus vault in front of CWC was started March 20th, 2024. There were some issues detected 
during the testing that are being corrected. Once the air is extracted fully from the force main and the correct flow is 
achieved then there should be a positive test result. Test needs be at 125 gpm at the Terminus vault and currently it is 
only 65 gpm due to the air needing to be extracted. The force main has been filled with the max of 23,500 gallons of 
water on a few occasions and are still needing to achieve the correct gpm per the Engineer’s specs.  
 
During the Clean water start up the main pump station was not operating at its required design point, pump station 3 
also needs replacement of the control boards in the control panels.     
 
There were a couple of concerns with some of the paving that was done such as the slope of it and a higher seam in 
the middle of the street as well as settlement issues around the manhole locations in the hamlet of Halcottsville. All 
agreed to take a closer look at this in the spring. (Town of Middletown Highway Superintendent, CWC, Lamont, 
Hubbell’s and Cobleskill Stone and Paving).                  
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for the Shokan project for a total not to 
exceed $48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making 
modifications to the Boiceville WWTP.  
 
It has been determined that the costs for this project will be closer to $75 million and the City is looking into 
obtaining additional funds to cover this cost increase. Dave Warne gave an update thinking that they would be able 
to have these funds put into the Fiscal Year 2025 budget at the April budget meetings. This wasn’t able to be 
accomplished with the City having other projects that were absorbing large amounts of funding. Dave felt confident 
that he would resubmit the request in September for the Capital Budget and was hoping that the additional funds 
being requested would be secured at that time but wouldn’t be available for several months later. Dave didn’t feel 
that the funds would be in place in time for this project to be bid this winter. There was much discussion in regards 
to the city not being held accountable for meeting the FAD requirements. Jim Sofranko also expressed his concerns 
and dissatisfaction of a project that is required to be done under the FAD and how this delay will be very difficult for 
him to explain to the sewer district residents and tax payers of the Town of Olive.     
 
There are approximately a total of 525 lateral connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current 
estimated flow for Shokan is 166,000 gpd.  



 
 
Lamont has submitted the 95% drawings to the DEP for the Boiceville Facility Plan. Lamont continues working on 
the design phase work for the Shokan WW project and plans to submit the 95% design drawings once all easements 
have been obtained.        
  
Approximately 99% of the data on occupied properties has been collected. (474 of the 475). Data collection is 
ongoing.  
     
There will be 35 grinder pump stations proposed for the district and 8 collection system pump stations.  
 
Lamont is finalizing the SPDES permit application revisions and will be resubmitting to the NYSDEC shortly.  
  
Lamont Engineers has identified critical easements needed for the collection system. 3 large areas that will need 20’ 
wide x up to 2,000’ long and it is anticipated that these will take some work to gain these easements. Lamont plans 
to prioritize the easements for the pump stations and critical layouts. As of 3/22/24, 126 of the 147 easements needed 
have been signed and submitted, 16 easements are no longer needed. Progress is being made on obtaining the 
remaining easements. Young Sommer, CWC, and Lamont attended the 3/11/24 Town Board meeting to make it 
clear to the Town Board how important it is to wrap these easements up to keep the project moving in the right 
direction.       
 
 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
   
Austin Brown (McMurdy Brook Subdivision) 
Program: FSW  
Address: McMurdy Brook Road, South Kortright, NY    
Engineer: Headwaters Engineering  
Contractor: Dianich Excavating Inc.  
 
Project Description:  
On April 19, 2024, Austin Brown submitted an application requesting CWC Future Stormwater funding. The 
property is located in the McMurdy Brook subdivision in the Town of Kortright, Delaware County and is 
part of a larger common plan of development. The project will disturb under one acre.  
 
Mr. Brown re-constructed and extended an existing gravel driveway and is unsure at this time if he intends to 
build a future residence. Mr. Brown was required by DEP to stabilize the length of the driveway by constructing 
check dams in a swale, plunge pools at culvert outfalls and to prevent the flow from the culverts from entering 
the tributary of McMurdy Brook. Mr. Brown hired Headwaters Engineering to provide a short-term mitigation 
plan that will be incorporated into the final SWPPP design.  
 
Mr. Brown submitted an application which includes the immediate mitigation construction work to stabilize the 
site as well as estimated design costs to implement a SWPPP. Actual stormwater mitigation work is $15,625 
and estimated SWPPP design costs are $14,750 for a total of $30,375. CWC added a 15% contingency bringing 
the total amount to $34,932. The applicant has elected 100% of DEP stormwater costs as the project does not 
have any NYSDEC post construction control requirements. A separate construction application will be 
submitted once the project receives DEP SWPPP approval.  
 
The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to $34,932 to Austin Brown for estimated costs associated with 
designing a SWPPP and stormwater construction mitigation measures required solely by NYC Watershed 
Regulations. 
 
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding Request not to exceed $34,932 



 
   A motion was made by Jim Sofranko to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto 
the CWC Board of Director’s June meeting. The motion was seconded by Jeff Senterman. Motion carried.      
 
 
 
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
No new applications  
 
 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation  
 
Property Owner: Ryan Penny 
Contact Person: Same as Above 
Address: 19 Mill Street, Windham, NY 12496 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Feasibility Study 
Project Description:  
 
Ryan Penny of 19 Mill Street, Windham is requesting funding in the amount of $5,000.00 to have a feasibility study 
completed on his property for possible property protection measures.   
 
The home is located on Mill Street which is in the Mitchell Hollow floodplain. Section 6.2.5 of the Windham local 
Flood Analysis (LFA) identifies individual property flood protection measures to be eligible for funding and to be 
evaluated for those that are within the Special Flood Hazard Areas. 
 
Property Protection Measures are identified in the Windham Local Flood Analysis (LFA) that was accepted by the 
Town of Windham in 2015.  
 
The DEP supports funding of this application.  
 
 
Property Owner: Village of Tannersville 
Contact Person: Robin Dumont 
Address: PO Box 967 1 Park Lane, Tannersville, NY 12485 
LFA Recommendation: Identified in the LFA 
Project Category: Public Infrastructure 
Phase: Shared Design funding with Greene County Soil and Water 
Project Description: 
 
This application was reviewed by DEP and CWC and was confirmed that the project not being recommended in the 
LFA that this would not be eligible for funding under the Program Rules.  
 
The proposed project that funding was being requested for was for the Spruce Street Culvert in the Gooseberry 
Creek in the Village of Tannersville. The culvert currently is overtopped during the 10-year flood events. The initial 
request was for $100,000 for design funding from CWC and an additional $100,000 in design funding from Greene 
County Soil and Water.   
  
5. Other:      
  
 
  



 
III. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 4, 2024  

 
 

IV. Adjournment 9:45 AM 
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