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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

August 6, 2024 
Draft Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete 
(Director), Alicia Terry (Director), George Haynes (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), 
Thomas Hoyt (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Thomas Snow 
(NYSDEC) 
 
Others: Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Donald 
Brown (CWC), Rachel Burger (CWC), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Heidi 
Emrich (NYCDEP), Kyle Faraci (CWC), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Gabrielle Garofolo (CWC Finance 
Intern), Matthew Gianetta (NYCDEP), Heidi Haynes (NYCDEP), Todd Henderson (CWC), 
Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), John Kosier (Director), 
Eric Lane (CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), 
Chris Matthews (Director), Michael Meyers (NYCDEP), Dmitry Ostapyshyn (NYCDEP by 
Zoom), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP), John 
Schwartz (NYCDEP), Jeff Senterman (Director), James Sofranko (Director), Gerson Tavarez 
(NYCDEP), Shiloh Williams (NYCDEP) 

 
I.      Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:14 AM. 

 
II.     Minutes from the July, 2024 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written.  
 

III. Septic Program: 
 

A. Noel Amundsen Over $30,000.00: Jason informed the Committee that this project 
has been removed from the agenda. Construction costs were high. The engineer is 
evaluating connecting Mr. Amundsen’s residence to the Halcottsville sewer main. 

 
B. Jason Connelly Over $30,000.00: Mr. Connelly’s residence is located at 243 Doroski 

Road, South Kortright, New York in the Town of Kortright. CWC staff determined that 
his septic system is failing. His engineer is Benjamin Dates, P.E. His contractor is Boyle 
Excavating, Incorporated. Mr. Connelly signed into the program on December 4, 2023. 
His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on June 4, 2024 and deemed 
complete on June 18, 2024. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on July 9, 2024. Mr. Connelly’s two-year deadline is December 4, 
2025. His proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include a 1,000 gallon H20 septic tank, an H20 pump 
chamber, 8 linear feet of gravity pipe, 33 linear feet of force main, one distribution 
box, an effluent filter, 360 square feet of Eljen Units, 481 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 45 linear feet of curtain drain, 16 linear feet of 
four-inch Schedule 80 pipe and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this 
project. They were $62,998.94, $64,072.89 and $65,836.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Boyle Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
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resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Jason Connelly in 
the amount not to exceed $62,998.94 to build his septic system. 
 

C. Dennis Lowe Over $30,000.00: Mr. Lowe’s residence is located at 443 Robinson 
Road, Conesville, New York 12076 in the Town of Conesville. CWC staff determined 
that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Daniel Crandell, P.E. His contractor is 
Eric Dahlberg Construction. Mr. Lowe signed into the program on July 21, 2022. His 
Design Application was received by NYCDEP on May 28, 2024 and deemed complete 
on June 4, 2024. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design 
Approval on June 11, 2024. Mr. Lowe’s two-year deadline is July 21, 2024. His 
proposed septic system will serve a one-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 175 linear feet of gravity 
pipe, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 200 linear feet of absorption trench, 477 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 140 linear feet of improved swale, 80 linear feet 
of eight-inch sleeve, remove 15 trees and site restoration. Eric Dahlberg Construction 
has submitted a quote of $34,990.00 for this project. This amount is well below the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Dennis Lowe in the amount not to exceed $34,990.00 to build his septic system. 
 

D.   Ryan Rowlett Over $30,000.00: Mr. Rowlett’s residence is located at 2325 County 
Highway 8, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff determined 
that his septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is 
Jim Peters Excavating. Mr. Rowlett signed into the program on May 22, 2023. His 
Design Application was received by NYCDEP on January 12, 2024 and deemed 
complete on January 25, 2024. His septic system design was recommended for 
NYCDEP Design Approval on May 15, 2024. Mr. Rowlett’s two-year deadline is May 22, 
2025. His proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components 
of this system include a Fuji CE-5 aerobic treatment unit, one pump chamber, 15 
linear feet of gravity pipe, ten linear feet of force main, one distribution box, 300 
square feet of absorption bed, remove one very large tree and stump, haul materials 
from an off-site staging area in small loads, support an existing deck to decommission 
a septic tank, spread and reclaim excess material from excavation and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were $41,525.00, $42,300.00 and 
$43,250.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Jim Peters Excavating, is within 10% of 
the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to reimburse Ryan Rowlett in the amount not to exceed $41,525.00 to build his septic 
system. 

  
E. Gary Walz Over $30,000.00: Mr. Walz’ residence is located at 103 Lake of Seven 

Birches, Gilboa, New York 12076 in the Town of Conesville. CWC staff determined that 
his septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His 
contractor is James Rion. Mr. Walz signed into the program on December 1, 2023. His 
Design Application was received by NYCDEP on February 27, 2024 and deemed 
complete on April 10, 2024. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on April 19, 2024. Mr. Walz’ two-year deadline is December 1, 2025. 
His proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 40 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 25 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, two peat modules, 137 
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cubic yards of absorption fill material, 55 cubic yards of random fill material, 70 linear 
feet of curtain drain, 45 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe and site restoration. 
James Rion has submitted a quote of $34,995.00 for this project. This amount is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to reimburse Gary Walz in the amount not to exceed $34,995.00 to build his septic 
system.  
 

F.  Jacqueline Wilson Over $30,000.00: This project was removed from the agenda 
because a lower quote was received. 

 
G.  Stamford Veteran’s Country Club, Incorporated Over $30,000.00: The Stamford 

Veteran’s Country Club is located at 65721 State Highway 10, Harpersfield, New York 
13786 in the Town of Harpersfield. CWC staff determined that their septic system is 
failing. This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement of reasonable cost through the 
Expanded Septic Program. The engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. The contractor is 
Chris Cor Excavating. Ken Cole, representative of the American Legion Post 1379, 
signed this property into the program on July 11, 2024. Their two-year deadline is July 
11, 2026. Major components of the proposed septic system include a 1,500 gallon 
septic tank, a 1,250 gallon dual pump chamber, 72 linear feet of gravity pipe, 137 
linear feet of force main, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 400 linear feet of 
absorption trench, one grease trap and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were $46,400.00, $48,500.00 and $49,250.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Chris Cor Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse the Stamford 
Veteran’s Country Club, Incorporated in the amount not to exceed $46,400.00 to build 
their septic system.  
 

H. Tuscarora Club of Millbrook Over $30,000.00: This project is for the Hess Cottage 
located at 45 Burton Hall Road, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of 
Middletown. CWC staff determined that their septic system is failing. This project is 
eligible for 100% reimbursement through the Expanded Septic Program. The engineer 
is Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Mammoth Excavation. Frank Jewett, President of 
the Tuscarora Club, signed this property into the program on August 31 2023. Their 
two-year deadline is August 31, 2025. The septic system will serve a three bedroom 
house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump 
chamber, 62 linear feet of gravity pipe, 230 linear feet of force main, one distribution 
box, an effluent filter, 336 linear feet of absorption trench, 810 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 150 linear feet of curtain drain, 35 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 307 linear feet of improved swale, 200 linear feet of access road, set the 
tanks with a large excavator, decommission the second cesspool, modify interior 
plumbing, 84 hours of bucketing materials  and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were $119,150.40, $121,750.70 and $123,175.30. The 
lowest quote, submitted by Mammoth Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse the Tuscarora 
Club of Millbrook in the amount not to exceed $119,150.40 to build their septic 
system. 
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I. West Hurley Fire Department Over $30,000.00: Tim informed the Committee that 
this project was removed from the agenda because bids have not been opened yet. 

 
J.  Alan Adelson Additional Cost: Mr. Adelson’s residence is located at 207 Turk Hollow 

Road, Halcott Center, New York 12430 in the Town of Halcott. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford, P.E. His contractor is Josh Construction. This project was previously 
approved for $35,679.58. The contractor encountered footing drains while excavating 
for the septic tank and gravity pipe. They had to be repaired and re-routed around the 
tank. The contractor has requested $450.00 for the additional work. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $36,129.58. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to reimburse Alan Adelson in the amount not to exceed $450.00 for additional costs to 
build his septic system. 

 
K.   Corbin Bouton Additional Cost: Mr. Bouton’s residence is located at 4658 Vega 

Mountain Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer is 
Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is William Walcutt. This project was 
previously approved for $57,700.00. The homeowner discovered seeping in the 
bottom taper after the system was complete. The engineer directed the contractor to 
add 75 cubic yards of absorption fill material and restore the area. The issue has been 
resolved. The contractor has requested $9.091.50 for the additional work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$66,791.50. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Corbin Bouton in the amount not to exceed $9,091.50 
for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
L.   Margaret Ekong Additional Cost: Ms. Ekong’s residence is located at 55 Whitetail 

Lane, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of Middletown. Her engineer is 
Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is LaFever Excavating. This project was 
previously approved for $63,300.00. The engineer felt that it was best to add 40 linear 
feet of curtain drain during construction of the system. The contractor has requested 
$793.60 for the additional work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. 
The total project cost will be $64,093.60. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Margaret Ekong in 
the amount not to exceed $793.60 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
M.  Kenny Kralicek Additional Cost: Mr. Kralicek’s residence is located at 196 Glenford-

Wittenberg Road, Glenford, New York 12433 in the Town of Hurley. This is a 
secondary residence eligible for 60% reimbursement of reasonable costs. His 
engineer is Hagopian Engineering. His contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. This 
project was previously approved for $42,340.39. Shallow bedrock was encountered 
during installation of the septic tank, pump chamber and force main. The engineer 
requested that the force main under the driveway be sleeved because of the rock. The 
contractor hammered for 36 hours to attain appropriate depths. The contractor has 
requested $14,931.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. $14,931.00 X 60% = $8.958.60. The total project cost will be $51,298.99. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to reimburse Kenny Kralicek in the amount not to exceed $8,958.60 for additional 
costs to build his septic system.  
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N.   Matthew Merrick Over $30,000.00: Mr. Merrick’s residence is located at 703 
Denver Run Road, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer is 
John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Four Seasons Landscaping. This project was 
previously approved for $56,500.00. Bedrock was encountered during excavation for 
the septic tank and pump chamber. The contractor hammered for 50 hours to attain 
adequate depths. The contractor has requested $18,812.50 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$75,312.50. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Matthew Merrick in the amount not to exceed 
$18,812.50 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
O. Phillipe Montegut Additional Cost: Mr. Montegut’s residence is located at 109 Joe 

Todd Spur Road, Fleischmanns, New York 12430 in the Town of Middletown. His 
engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is Mammoth Excavation. This project was 
previously approved for $66,457.42. During construction, the existing septic tank was 
discovered to be leaking. A new 1,000 gallon septic tank was installed. The contractor 
has requested $7,321.08 for the additional work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $73,778.50. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 
Phillipe Montegut in amount not to exceed $7,321.08 for additional costs to build his 
septic system.  
 

P. Karen Yung Additional Cost: Ms. Yung’s residence is located at 125 Highcliffe Road, 
Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her contractor is LaFever Excavating. This project was previously 
approved for $53,580.00. The engineer felt that it was best to add 30 linear feet of 
curtain drain during construction of the system. The contractor has requested 
$595.20 for the additional work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. 
The total project cost will be $54,175.20. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Karen Yung in the 
amount not to exceed $595.20 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
Q.  Donald Zabel Additional Cost: Mr. Zabel’s residence is located at 306 Grogkill Road, 

Willow, New York 12495 in the Town of Woodstock. His engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. 
His contractor is P&J Plumbing Heating Electric LLC. This project was previously 
approved for $37,529.92. Orangeburg pipe left under a stone patio collapsed after the 
septic system was complete. The contractor removed the patio and installed new 
piping and cleanouts. The contractor has requested $4,600.00 for the added work. The 
staff believes that a reasonable and justified cost is $3,248.19. The total project cost 
will be $40,778.11. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse Donald Zabel in the amount not to exceed 
$3,248.19 for additional costs to build his septic system.  
 

R.  Cold Spring Lodge Additional Cost: The Cold Spring Lodge is located at 530 Oliverea 
Road, Big Indian, New York 12410 in the Town of Shandaken. Andy Wall Consulting 
Serv. Inc. is the owner. The project is eligible for reimbursement of 100% of 
reasonable costs through the Expanded Septic Program. The engineer is Rex Sanford, 
P.E. The contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavation. This project was previously 
approved for $238,625.84. An exceptionally large cesspool was discovered during 
excavation for a new septic tank. It was partially underneath a cabin. Railroad rails 
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supporting its top had to be cut. The cesspool had to be filled with concrete. Two large 
pine trees that were on top of the cesspool had to be removed. A water line and a 
buried gas line had to be relocated. The material excavated for the tank was too rocky 
to use for backfill. It was spread and reclaimed on site. Random fill material was 
brought in to backfill the tank. The contractor has requested $25,081.50 for the added 
work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will 
be $263,707.34. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Andy Wall Consulting Serv. Inc. in the amount not to 
exceed $25,081.50 for additional costs to build their septic system. 
 

S.   Andrew Camillone Additional Cost: Mr. Camillone’s residence is located at 139 
Biruk Road, Halcottsville, New York 12438 in the Town of Middletown. His engineer is 
Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is William Walcutt. This project is a Second Time 
Repair and was previously approved for $34,400.00. Footing drains were discovered 
during excavation for the septic tank. They had to be extended past the new septic 
system. A buried electric line had to be repaired and a second septic tank had to be 
decommissioned. The contractor has requested $4,800.00 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$39,200.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Andrew Camillone in the amount not to exceed 
$4,800.00 for additional costs to build his septic system.  

 
T.  Luke Lawrence Second Time Repair: Mr. Lawrence’s residence is in the Shokan 

managed area in the Town of Olive, Section, Block and Lot number 37.73-1-45. This 
project was paid for in 2013 under the Priority 1B Program. His absorption field no 
longer accepts effluent. Sewage is leaking from the taper. The septic tank was pumped 
out in 2016 and 2024. The homeowner says he has had the tank pumped every year 
and is looking for receipts. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to approve Luke Lawrence for a second time repair.  

 
U.   Peg Merrill Second Time Repair: Ms. Merrill’s residence is in the Town of Walton, 

Section, Block and Lot number 211-1-10.11. This project was paid for in 2010 under 
the Priority 7 Program. Her pump has failed and needs to be replaced. She had the 
septic tank pumped in 2024. Art Merrill abstained. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Peg Merrill for a 
second time repair.  

 
V.   James Muller Second Time Repair: Mr. Muller’s residence is in the Town of 

Roxbury, Section, Block and Lot number 222-1-20. His septic system was paid for in 
2013 under the Priority 7 Program. The distribution box is over full, and the 
absorption field is no longer taking effluent. Sewage is seeping out of the lower taper. 
The homeowner had the septic tank pumped in 2024. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve James Muller for 
a second time repair. 

 
W. Michael Triolo Second Time Repair: Mr. Triolo’s residence is in the Town of 

Stamford, Section, Block and Lot number 108-1-10.2. His septic system was paid for in 
2006 under the Priority 4 Program. The pump stopped working and has been 
replaced. The homeowner had the septic tank pumped in 2019 and 2023. The 



  7 
 

Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors 
to approve Michael Triolo for a second time repair. 

 
X.    Septic Maintenance: Eric Lane reported that 84 property owners were reimbursed 

for pump out costs over the past month. A total of 336 property owners have been 
reimbursed for maintenance costs this year. This is 72 above this time last year. The 
Towns of Windham and Prattsville are moving forward with their Feasibility Studies 
for accepting septage at their wastewater treatment plants. 

 
Y. Septic Cluster: No report. 

 
Z.    Septic Update: Septic system repair costs were reimbursed to 39 homeowners last 

month. A total of 114 homeowners have had septic systems repaired with program 
funding this year. This is a good year. 

 
AA.     Other: Jason informed the Committee that NYCDEP has provided a report on 

septage acceptance at wastewater treatment plants. CWC will provide additional 
information. 

 
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for September 3, 2024. 
 
          VI.          The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 AM.  


