
CWC LAND COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2024 

MINUTES 

Present: Tina Molé, James Sofranko, Jeff Senterman, Christopher Matthews, George Hayne, Thomas 
Hoyt, David Warne (NYCDEP) 

Members Excused: Thomas Snow (NYSDEC) 

Others Present:  Tim Cox (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Shilo Williams (NYCDEP), Matt Giannetta 
(NYCDEP), Nick Sadler (NYCDEP), Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Mike Myers (NYCDEP), Michael Maloney 
(NYSDOH), Gerson Tavarez (NYCDEP), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Lynn 
Kavanagh (CWC), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Samantha Costa (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), Donald Brown 
(CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Heidi Haynes (NYCDEP), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Lisa 
Melville (WPPC) 

I. Call to Order at 10:40 am 
 

II. Election of Chairperson 
Upon motion of Tina Molé and second by Arthur Merrill, Christopher Mathews was 
elected chairperson 

 
III. August 1, 2023 Minutes unanimously approved 

 
IV. 2024 Summary of Tax Assessment Values of NYCDEP Owned Reservoirs and 

WWTPs 
 

Tim Cox provided committee members with chart showing 20024  
V. 2024 Land Acquisition Program Negotiations Update 

 
Tim Cox updated the Committee on current negotiations with the upcoming Water 
Withdrawal Permit.  For the core land acquisition program, it’s unsettled at this time areas 
that Core LAP will be active 
 
The Streamside Acquisition Program will be known as CSAP (Collaborative Streamside 
Acquisition Program) and continue to be administered by Catskill Center for Conservation and 
Development.  It will be potentially watershed wide – no agreement yet, depends on resolving 
the Core LAP 
 
The Stakeholders have also discussed License Agreements as another option under CSAP 
instead of land purchase.  They will be for set number of years and unlike CSAP purchase, will 
not be permanent 
 
Other Issues 



Final Terms of Revised Conservation Easement that will be placed on every property in Core 
LAP that City purchases are still being discussed.  Lawyers working on terms of it, ie: solar 
installation, mining, etc. 
 
Tim then discussed dispute resolution in License Agreement.  CWC has been asked by 
Delaware County for our Board to serve as judge in dispute resolution for license agreements 
 
As proposed, if Licensee and Catskill Center or City say there is a material breach, there is a 
30 day cooling off period with required discussions to include City, Catskill Center, and 
property owner.  If not resolved, goes to CWC Board to vote for either property owner or 
City/Catskill Center 
 
Current question is can all CWC directors vote in such a dispute.  Tim explained that he did 
research and reviewed with our outside counsel.  The answer is that neither the City nor Jeff 
Senterman can vote.  Tim provided to Board members a memo describing his analysis. 
 
Tim stated that the memo will be sent to Stakeholders following this meeting. 
For City, answer is no because everything happening is under their Water Withdrawal Permit.  
City is also participant in discussions in cooling off period.  They are also what’s called a third 
party beneficiary to the license agreement.  If they’re not happy with how Catskill Center is 
dealing with the alleged breach, City can step in. 
 
For Jeff Senterman, he also cannot vote because the Catskill Center is running CSAP.  In 
addition, Jeff Senterman signed a conflict memo when he was appointed to the CWC Board 
that requires him to recuse on any matter involving the Catskill Center.  If he was not executive 
director of Catskill Center but another organization, answer may very well be different. 
 
Jeff Senterman said that a deputy director at the Catskill Center handles all CWC matters.  Jeff 
stated that his concern was that only one class of MOA signatories would not get to vote. 
 
Jim Sofranko asked if land swaps for housing on City land be available.  David Warne 
responded that DEP was looking during the acquisition process at leaving developable part in 
private hands.  Jeff Senterman added that CSAP was focused on the wetter part of the parcel. 

 
VI. Next meeting to be scheduled as needed 

 
VII. Adjourned at 11:07 am 

 


