
 
CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 

Wastewater/Stormwater Committee Tuesday, October 1, 2024 @ 9:00 AM 
Minutes 

 
 
Attendees: James Sofranko (Director), Tina Mole (Director), Thomas Snow (DEC), Dave Warne (DEP), Chris 
Mathews (Director), Jeff Senterman (Director), Joeseph Cetta (Director), John Kosier (Director).               
 
Others: John Mathiesen (CWC), Jason Merwin (CWC), Tim Cox (CWC), Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Barbara 
Puglisi (CWC), Donald Brown (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Jim Martin (CWC), Sam Costa (CWC), Jim Martin 
(CWC), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Arthur Merrill (Director), Tom Hoyt (Director), 
George Haynes (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), Innes Kasanof (Director), Rich Parete (Director), Aaron 
Bennett (DEP), Matt Gianetta (DEP), Nick Sadler (DEP), John Schwartz (DEP), Shilo Williams (DEP), Mike 
Myers (DEP), Gerson Tavarez  (DEP), Pat Palmer (DOH), Michael MaLoney (DOH), Via Zoom; Pauline 
Wanjugi (DOH), Morgan Tarbell (DOH), Lisa Melville (DOS), Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Department of 
Environment), Nick Carbone (Watershed Affairs Coordinator), Tom Stalter (DEP), Dymitry Ostapyshyn 
(DEP).                       
 
The meeting was called to order by James Sofranko at 9:01 AM.  
  
                                                

I. Review minutes from September 3, 2024 meeting. Minutes approved as written by a motion from 
Joseph Cetta and the motion was seconded by Jeff Senterman. Motion carried.    

         
 
1. Community Wastewater Management Program 
 
    General Project Updates:   
   
CWMP III                
 
New Kingston – On 11/28/2018, the NYCDEP forwarded the Block Grant approval to the CWC in the amount of 
$5.2 million for 28 hookups. At the May 8, 2019 Town Board meeting they approved the creation of the Sewer 
District and the Sewer Use Law and included the adoption of SEQR. The signing of the Notice of Award to F.P. 
Kane was completed by the Town on 4/13/2022 for $4,793,300.00. Additional funding have been added to the Block 
Grant for a total amount of $2.5 million to cover all expenses.   
   
The contractor F.P. Kane officially started work on the project on September 12, 2022. All piping and pre cast 
structures including all 30 tanks have been installed. F.P. Kane is nearing completion of all work with all final 
restoration being completed over the next couple of weeks.  
 
Letter of Functional Completion was issued from the DEP dated 6/13/24.    
 
All work related to the stream project has been completed as of 7/11/2024. The contract will remain open until the 
summer of 2025 in order to ensure any follow up restoration work that may be needed after going through the winter 
and spring weather cycle. Lamont will close out the permit with the DEC at that time.  
 
Lamont will be submitting an addendum for additional services for engineering for the extra work incurred for the 
stream project as well as unforeseen delays during the original project. They will prepare this and have it before the 
Committee at their November meeting.  
 
   



 
 
Halcottsville- On 9/29/2017, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for Halcottsville for a total of $8,954,000.00. 
This has been increased to $11,454,000.00 with the additional funding being added to the Block Grant to cover all 
expenses. The project will be a large diameter gravity sewer with pump station and force main connecting to the 
NYCDEP Margaretville WWTP. O&M costs are estimated at $69,000.00 per year. There will be 53 hookups being 
tied into the system.     
 
Hubbell Inc. was the low bidder at $8,880,563.00. At the 2/9/2022 Town of Middletown Board meeting, the board 
voted to accept and award Hubbell Inc. as the low bidder. 
   
Hubbell’s began work as of July 13, 2022 on the main pump station and pump station #1.  
  
The force mains, pre-cast units and lateral stubs have all been completed. Lamont and Hubbell’s have received the 
go ahead to hook the force main line into the last city manhole in front of the Rec. Center. This was completed on 
5/30/24.  
 
7/18/24-All of the test forms, as builts and O&M manuals have been submitted to the DEC and the DEP and now 
has the approval from the DEC to complete lateral hookups as of 8/21/24. Hubbell’s started completing the lateral 
hookups on 8/30/24. As of 9/23/24, 9 of the lateral lines have been installed. 8 have been connected to the system. 
The one that hasn’t been connected yet is the property with the septic tank under the garage floor.         
 
There were a couple of concerns with some of the paving that was done such as the slope of it and a higher seam in 
the middle of the street as well as settlement issues around the manhole locations in the hamlet of Halcottsville. All 
agreed to take a closer look at this in the spring of 2025 after another freeze thaw cycle. All restoration work and 
paving will be completed in the spring of 2025.More than likely, the one lane will need to be removed, compacted 
better, reclaimed and repaved. Those that were at the meeting were Town of Middletown Highway Superintendent, 
CWC, Lamont, Hubbell’s and Cobleskill Stone and Paving.                     
 
Shokan- On August 10, 2020, the NYCDEP approved the Block Grant for the Shokan project for a total not to 
exceed $48,715,000.00. This will provide funding of a wastewater project for the hamlet of Shokan and making 
modifications to the existing Boiceville WWTP.  
 
It has been determined that the costs for this project will be closer to $75 million. It now appears that the remaining 
funds that are needed for the project are being put into place by the City and the balance of funds needed will come 
out of CWC’s CFF Program with that amount being used to be reimbursed to CFF once completed.       
 
There are approximately a total of 525 lateral connections being projected for the hamlet of Shokan. The current 
estimated flow for Shokan is 166,000 gpd.  
 
Lamont has submitted the 95% drawings to the DEP for the Boiceville Facility Plan. Lamont continues working on 
the design phase work for the Shokan WW project and plan to submit the 95% design drawings once all easements 
has been obtained by either signatures or going through the imminent domain process. 95% submission of the 
Boiceville force main has been sent to the DEP for their review and comments. 95% of the Boiceville WWTP 
conversion drawings was submitted 9/6/24. 95% submission of the Shokan WWTP is anticipated to be done in the 
coming weeks.        
  
Approximately 99% of the data on occupied properties has been collected. (474 of the 475). Data collection is 
ongoing.  
     
There will be 35 grinder pump stations proposed for the district and 8 collection system pump stations.  
 



 
Lamont has finalized the SPDES permit application revisions and submitting to the NYSDEC on 9/5/24. Lamont is 
waiting for final approval of all stormwater permitting documents from their specialist in the coming days. Once this 
has been received all stormwater permits and SWPPP will be submitted to the DEC, DEP, and the ACOE.   
  
Lamont Engineers has identified critical easements needed for the collection system. 3 large areas that will need 20’ 
wide x up to 2,000’ long. Lamont plans to prioritize the easements for the pump stations and critical layouts. As of 
9/26/24, there are 13 outstanding easements remain with 4 to be signed and filed soon and 16 easements are no 
longer needed. The remaining 9 easements will be definite no and will need to go through the imminent domain 
process.       
 
Discussion took place regarding an amendment to the Shokan contract to add additional funds to ensure the project 
can be bid when ready.  
 
2. Future Stormwater Program 
   
Catskill Mountain Little League- Additional Funds  
Program: FSW 
Address: State Route 10, Town of Harpersfield, NY 
Engineer: Catella Engineering, LLC   
Contractor: Clark Companies 
 
Project Description:  
On December 2, 2022 NYC DEP approved a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the Catskill 
Mountain Little League property located on State Route 10, Town of Harpersfield, NY. Coverage under the 
NYS DEC General Permit was also required. NYC DEP issued a Constrution Acceptance letter on June 28, 
2024.  
 
The Little League Complex constructed two baseball fields, concessions stand, and parking lot. Stormwater 
components for the project included Culverts, Rip-Rap, Sediment Forebays, Rock Dams, Infiltration Basins, 
Stabilized Channels, French Drains, Level Spreaders, and Erosion & Sediment Controls. 
 
On May 2, 2023 the CWC Board approved resolution #4827 in the amount of One Hundred Twenty Six 
Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($126,200) representing 50% of the design and construction cost. Construction 
costs exceeded the approved amount by Five Thousand Two Hundred Sixty-Seven Dollars and Forty Cents 
($5,267.40) due to underestimated costs for the drainage pipes, catch basins and the labor to install them. 
Catskill Mountain Little League submitted an additional funds application representing 50% of the additional 
costs or Two Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-Three Dollars and Seventy Cents ($2,633.70).  
 
The CWC recommends reimbursement of up to Two Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-Three Dollars and Seventy 
Cents ($2,633.70) to Catskill Mountain Little League for additional costs associated with implementing a 
SWPPP required by NYC Watershed Regulations and the NYS DEC General Permit. 
  
Recommended Future Stormwater Funding not-to-exceed $2,633.70 
    
A motion was made by John Kosier to approve the request for funding and forward the funding request onto the 
CWC Board of Director’s November meeting. The motion was seconded by Joseph Cetta. Motion carried 
 
3. Stormwater Retrofit Program  
 
No new resolutions  
 
 



 
4. Local Flood Hazard Mitigation   
 
 
Property Owner: Bertocchi Enterprises, Inc. IGA Food Market 
Contact Person: Nancy Occhi 
Address: PO Box 515, Boiceville, NY 12412 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures-Tank Anchoring 
Phase: Tank Anchoring Funding  
Project Description:  
 
The owners of the Boiceville IGA Food Market have applied for funding in the amount of $22,910.00 to anchor 5 
existing 100 gallon propane tanks. The extent of the work will involve the removal of all 5 existing propane tanks, 
temporary hookups, excavation of the area for the new tanks, adding crushed stone base with compaction, pouring a 
12” reinforced slab per the engineering specifications. Reinstall the existing tanks onto the new slab and anchor them 
down to the slab and complete all interior and exterior testing.   
This property is within the FEMA regulated flood hazard area and received substantial damages during Tropical 
Storm Irene.  
Property Protection Measures as well as Tank Anchoring are identified in the Town of Olive Local Flood Analysis 
(LFA) that was accepted by the Town of Olive in May of 2017.  
This tank anchoring application has been reviewed by CWC staff and had several onsite meetings regarding this 
project. Therefore, CWC staff recommends the funding being requested to anchor all 5 tanks in the amount of 
$22,910.00. This application if approved by the Committee will have a resolution for today’s Board of directors 
meeting.  
The NYCDEP supports the application for funding the anchoring of these tanks being so close to the Ashokan 
Reservoir.  
A motion was made Jim Sofranko to approve the funding request for this tank anchoring in the amount of 
$22,910.00. The motion was seconded by Thomas Snow. Motion Carried.  
 
Property Owner: Town of Andes 
Contact Person: John Bouton-Highway Superintendent 
Address: PO Box 246, Andes, NY 13731 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Flood Debris Removal 
Project Description:  
 
The Town of Andes is requesting funding in the amount of $21,000.00 for the removal of flood debris from 4 
different locations within the town of Andes that had bridges and culverts blocked with woody debris. The locations 
that had the debris removed are as follows.  
Wolf Hollow had several culverts blocked and damaged with trees and woody debris.  
High Street in the hamlet of Andes had a tree blocking the bridge and damage done to the area around the bridge.  
Old Gladstone Hollow had a culvert plugged with woody debris that caused severe damage to the road, culvert and 
surrounding properties.  
Beech Hill Road had several locations where woody debris blocked culverts and did substantial damages to the road, 
culverts and surrounding properties.  
See attached photos and breakdown that were provided by the Town of Andes Highway Superintendent. The 
Highway Superintendent has also provided an email stating that CWC funds would only be used for the debris 
removal and any federal or state funds that were received wouldn’t be applied to the debris removal.  
 
 
 
 



 
Property Owner: Town of Roxbury 
Contact Person: Bill Sprague-Highway Superintendent 
Address: PO Box 189, Roxbury, NY 12474 
LFA Recommendation: Yes 
Project Category: Property Protection Measures 
Phase: Flood Debris Removal 
Project Description:  
 
The Town of Roxbury is requesting funding in the amount of $12,000.00 for the removal of flood woody debris 
from 2 different locations within the Town of Roxbury that had bridges or culverts blocked with the woody debris. 
The locations are as follows:  
North Polli Road-Jump Brook Stream-woody debris blocking the culvert and caused damage around it.  
George Lawrence Road-Batavia Kill Stream-large amounts of woody debris blocking culvert.  
See attached photos and breakdown that are provided by the Town of Roxbury Highway Superintendent. The 
Highway Superintendent has also provided an email that the CWC funds will only be used to reimburse the Town 
for the work needed to clean up the woody debris. Any funds received from FEMA or the State will not be allocated 
towards the removal of the debris.  
 
After some discussion from the Committee members, CWC staff, and the DEP all felt that the applications should be 
tabled until a determination is made by FEMA regarding eligibility for funding. The committee decided it would be 
best to try to utilize outside funding if available. If for any reason the funding is denied by FEMA, the applications 
could be brought back to CWC for review and consideration.  
 
There was additional discussion regarding the question of having Towns and property owners wait to perform work 
until after they apply for funding. CWC program rules do not allow for reimbursement of work performed prior to 
approval. There was concerned about disincentivizing property owners from performing important maintenance on 
their properties, potentially causing further damage. There will be discussions going forward how to address or 
reexamine the current rules.  
 
A motion was made by Joe Cetta to table both the Town of Andes and the Town of Roxbury’s debris removal 
applications until it is determined whether FEMA can cover the costs. The motion was seconded by Chris Mathews. 
Motion carried.   
 
 
5. Other:    
  
 
  

II. Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 5, 2024  
 
 

III. Adjournment 9:30 AM 
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