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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

November 5, 2024 
Draft Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete 
(Director), Alicia Terry (Director), George Haynes, Jr. (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), 
Thomas Hoyt (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), Thomas Snow (NYSDEC), David Warne 
(NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Alyssa Bemen (NYSDOH by Zoom) Donald Brown (CWC), Nick 
Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs by Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Jacinta Chen 
(Senator Gillibrand’s Office by Zoom), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Jessica 
Fiedler (CWC), Matthew Gianetta (NYCDEP), Todd Henderson (CWC), Mitchell Hull (CWC), 
John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), John Kosier (Director), 
Eric Lane (CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), 
Christopher Matthews (Director), Lisa Melville (NYSDOS/WPPC by Zoom), Patrick Palmer 
(NYSDOH by Zoom), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Madeline Silecchia (Environmental Analyst by 
Zoom), James Sofranko (Director), Paula Wanjugi (NYSDOH by Zoom), Shiloh Williams 
(NYCDEP)  

 
I.      Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 10:06 AM. 

 
II.     Minutes from the October, 2024 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as 

written.  
 

III. Septic Program: 
 

A. Mark Bass Appeal: Mitch Hull provided background of Mr. Bass’ request for 
Septic Program funding to the Committee. Mr. Bass had an existing house with a 
metal septic tank. He tore that house down, built a new one and connected it to 
the existing septic system which is now showing signs of trouble. A letter 
written by George Baxter, P.E. of DEP to Mr. Bass was provided in the agenda. It 
states, “Under current policy, DEP does not require a new septic system to be 
installed for a dwelling replacement project as long as the design hydraulic 
loading, based on the number of bedrooms, does not increase as a result of the 
dwelling replacement.” 
 
Tim Cox said that staff initially denied Mr. Bass’ enrollment into the program 
because a house that is less than 20 years old is ineligible for funding under 
Program Rules.  
 
Mr. Bass told the Committee that he did not know the Program Rules. If he had 
he would have proceeded differently. Art Merrill asked him how old the house 
was that he replaced. Mr. Bass did not know. There were no records available.  
 
Discussion continued at the end of the meeting. Tim reviewed the rules further. 
A house that has been replaced is ineligible. Jason discussed the Sluiter project. 
The owner tore down the existing house at same time as septic system 
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construction. It was determined to be ineligible. He added that our rules are in 
this case tougher than DEP’s. The idea behind CWC’s rules about ineligibility of 
house replacements is that the owners had the resources to build a house and 
should be able to address their septic systems. Program funding was intended 
to go to people who did not have those resources first.  
 
A question arose whether Mr. Bass might need only a septic tank. Mitch said 
that we would recommend a full septic system replacement.  
 
The Committee recommended denying Mark Bass’ appeal. 
 

B.  Robert Alger Over $30,000.00: Mr. Alger’s residence is located at 911 
Brownell Road, Bloomville New York 13739 in the Town of Kortright. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. His contractor is Delaware Bulldozing Corporation. Mr. Alger 
signed into the program on March 13, 2024. His Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on July 30, 2024 and deemed complete on August 21, 2024. 
His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
September 18, 2024. Mr. Alger’s two-year deadline is March 13, 2026. His 
proposed septic system will serve a one-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 63 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 213 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
160 linear feet of Presby pipe, 19 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 53 linear feet of vent 
pipe, 78 linear feet of curtain drain, 65 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 78 
linear feet of improved swale, remove two trees and site restoration. Delaware 
Bulldozing Corporation submitted a quote of $34,682.00 for this project. This 
amount is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Robert Alger in the amount not to exceed 
$34,682.00 to build his septic system. 

 
C.  Derek Benson Over $30,000.00: Mr. Benson’s residence is located at 4150 

Pines Brook Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering PLLC. His contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction Company. Mr. 
Benson signed into the program on October 27, 2023. His Design Application 
was received by NYCDEP on August 30, 2024 and deemed complete on 
September 13, 2024. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on September 13, 2024. Mr. Benson’s two-year deadline is 
October 27, 2025. His proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom 
house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a 
siphon chamber, 55 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, an effluent 
filter, 341 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 220 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 85 linear feet of curtain drain, 90 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
110 linear feet of access road and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were $46,850.00, $48,825.00 and $48,875.00. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction Company, is within 10% of the 
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
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Directors to reimburse Derek Benson in the amount not to exceed $46,850.00 to 
build his septic system. 

 
D.   Christopher Bergenn Over $30,000.00: Mr. Bergenn’s residence is located at 

2 Huckleberry Lane, West Hurley, New York 12491 in the Town of Hurley. CWC 
staff determined that his septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is 
Christopher DiChiaro, P.E. Christopher Bergenn is the contractor. Mr. Bergenn 
signed into the program on January 24, 2023. His Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on June 20, 2023 and deemed complete on June 28, 2023. 
His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
August 1, 2023. Mr. Bergenn’s two-year deadline is January 24, 2025. His 
proposed septic system will serve a six-bedroom house. Three bedrooms are 
new construction. CWC funding is only for the three existing bedrooms. Major 
components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 
19 linear feet of gravity pipe, 83 linear feet of force main, 378 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 300 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 85 linear feet of access road, remove six trees and stumps, 
relocate an electric line, relocate a water line and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were $91,288.26, $123,826.66 and 
$129,165.81. The lowest quote, submitted by Christopher Bergenn, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
$69,569.54, the cost of the portion of the system serving the existing three 
bedrooms is eligible for program funding. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Christopher 
Bergenn in the amount not to exceed $69,569.54 to build his septic system. 

  
E.  Henry Blaufox Over $30,000.00: Mr. Blaufox’s residence is located at 424 

Carr George Road, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Paul Gossen, P.E., His 
contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. Mr. Blaufox signed into the program on 
March 11, 2024. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on June 11, 
2024 and deemed complete on June 21. 2024. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 12, 2024. Mr. Blaufox’s 
two-year deadline is March 11, 2026. His proposed septic system will serve a 
three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon 
septic tank, a siphon chamber, 72 linear feet of gravity pipe, 448 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 230 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 120 linear feet of curtain drain, 154 linear feet of curtain 
drain outlet pipe, remove three trees and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were $52,011.00, $53,200.00 and $54,600.00. 
The lowest quote, submitted by Jim Peters Excavating, is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Henry Blaufox in the amount not to exceed $52,011.00 to build his 
septic system.  

 
F.  Juergen Braren Over $30,000.00: Mr. Braren’s residence is located at 915 

South Mountain Road, Gilboa, New York 12076 in the Town of Conesville CWC 
staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Daniel Crandell, 
P.E. His contractor is Eric Dahlberg Construction. Mr. Braren signed into the 
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program on September 14, 2022. His Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on July 2, 2024 and deemed complete on July 23, 2024. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on July 23. 
2024. Mr. Braren’s two-year deadline was September 14, 2024. He has been 
granted an extension through December 31, 2024. His proposed septic system 
will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 
1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 206 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 474 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
275 linear feet of absorption trench, 2330 linear feet of swale, 135 linear feet of 
access road, remove four trees and site restoration. Eric Dahlberg Construction 
has submitted a quote of $34,999.00 to build this system. This amount is well 
below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Juergen Braren in the amount not to exceed $34,999.00 
to build his septic system.  

 
G. Aaron DiPiazza Over $30,000.00: Mr. DiPiazza’s residence is located at 5512 

Route 23C, Prattsville, NY 134608 in the Town of Jewett. CWC staff determined 
that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Praetorius & Conrad. His 
contractor is Belgian Trucking & Excavating. Mr. DiPiazza signed into the 
program on June 20, 2023. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
February 2, 2024 and deemed complete on February 21, 2024. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 17, 
2024. Mr. DiPiazza’s two-year deadline is June 20, 2025. His proposed septic 
system design will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of the 
proposed septic system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, one pump chamber, 
45 linear feet of gravity pipe, 127 linear feet of force main, 547 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 245 linear feet of 
absorption trench, 100 linear feet of curtain drain, 90 linear feet of curtain drain 
outlet pipe, 45 linear feet of access road, remove 20 trees and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were $51,553.00, $52,800.00 
and $53,658.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Belgian Trucking & Excavating, 
is well below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Aaron DiPiazza in the amount not to exceed 
$51,533.00 to build his septic system.  

 
H.   Jason Goodman Over $30,000.00: Mr. Goodman’s residence is located at 369 

Brook Road, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is likely to fail. His engineer is John Bolger, 
P.E. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. Mr. Goodman signed into the 
program on December 11, 2023. His Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on June 25, 2024 and deemed complete on July 10, 2024. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on September 4, 
2024. Mr. Goodman’s two-year deadline is December 11, 2025. His proposed 
septic system design will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of 
the proposed septic system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 210 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 
380 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 280 linear feet of absorption trench, 
120 linear feet of curtain drain, 25 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
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remove 13 trees, five linear feet of six-inch sleeve, bucket material and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were $64,500.00, 
$65,700.00 and $65,900.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Jim Peters 
Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Jason Goodman in the 
amount not to exceed $64,500.00 to build his septic system. 

 
I.  Matthew Hamilton Over $30,000.00: Mr. Hamilton’ residence is located at 

6910 County Highway 36, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. 
CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Paul 
Gossen, P.E. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. Mr. Hamilton signed into 
the program on April 25, 2024. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
on July 3, 2024 and deemed complete on July 12, 2024. His septic system design 
was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 21, 2024. Mr. 
Hamilton’s two-year deadline is April 25, 2026. His proposed septic system 
design will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include a 1,000 gallon poly septic tank, a poly pump chamber, 17 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 22 linear feet of force main, 19 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, an effluent filter, and two peat modules, remove five trees and site 
restoration. Jim Peters Excavating submitted a quote of $35,000.00 for this 
project. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Matthew 
Hamilton in the amount not to exceed $35,000.00 to build his septic system.  

 
J.  Deane Malaxos Over $30,000.00: Mr. Malaxos’ residence is located at 1932 

County Highway 36, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of Middletown. 
CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Rex 
Sanford, P.E. His contractor is G.C. Landscaping & Excavation. Mr. Malaxos 
signed into the program on April 12, 2023. His Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on October 1, 2024 and deemed complete on October 4, 2024. His 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
October 4, 2024. Mr. Malaxos’ two-year deadline is April 12, 2025. His proposed 
septic system design will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, 25 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, three cubic yards of absorption fill material, 210 linear feet of 
Presby pipe, 55 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 35 linear feet of vent pipe, remove 
three very large trees, 45 linear feet of access road, spread and reclaim material, 
change interior plumbing and site restoration. Three quotes were received for 
this project. They were $43,695.23, $44,227.93 and $45,142.72. The lowest 
quote, submitted by G.C. Landscaping & Excavation, is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Dean Malaxos in the amount not to exceed $43,695.23 to build his 
septic system. 

  
K.  Constantine Pengos Over $30,000.00: Mr. Pengos’ residence is located at 

2405 County Highway 36, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of 
Middletown. CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer 
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is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Jenkins Excavating & Landscaping. Mr. 
Pengos signed into the program on May 14, 2024. His Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on August 27, 2024 and deemed complete on September 
13, 2024. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design 
Approval on September 17, 2024. Mr. Pengos’ two-year deadline is May 14, 
2026. His proposed septic system design will serve a three-bedroom house. 
Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 233 linear feet of gravity pipe, 295 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 240 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 95 linear feet of curtain drain, 20 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 
113 linear feet of access road, 25 linear feet of six-inch sleeve and site 
restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were $49,437.58, 
$53,061.07 and $53,980.27. The lowest quote, submitted by Jenkins Excavating 
& Landscaping, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based 
on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Constantine Pengos in the 
amount not to exceed $49,437.58 to build his septic system. 

 
L.   Samantha Robinson Over $30,000.00: Ms. Robinson’s residence is located at 

119 Colgate Road, East Jewett, New York 12424 in the Town of Jewett. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is likely to fail. Her engineer is Praetorius & 
Conrad. Her contractor is Craig Bates Trucking & Excavation. Ms. Robinson 
signed into the program on June 5, 2023. Her Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on August 13, 2024 and deemed complete on August 28, 2024. Her 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
August 29, 2024. Ms. Robinson’s two-year deadline is June 5, 2025. Her 
proposed septic system design will serve a two-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 
60 linear feet of gravity pipe, 25 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, 360 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, two peat modules, remove one tree, set 
tanks with a large excavator and site restoration. Three quotes were received 
for this project. They were $37,360.00, $51,000.00 and $51,020.00. The lowest 
quote, submitted by Craig Bates Trucking & Excavation, is well below the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Samantha Robinson in the amount not to exceed $37,360.00 to build 
her septic system. 

 
M.  Cortnie Russell Over $30,000.00: Ms. Russell’s residence is located at 428 

White Hill Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her contractor is Ben Reynolds Construction Company. Ms. Russell 
signed into the program on March 20, 2024. Her Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on July 30, 2024 and deemed complete on August 9, 2024. 
Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
August 13, 2024. Ms. Russell’s two-year deadline is March 20, 2026. Her 
proposed septic system design will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
components of this septic system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 117 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 
360 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 225 linear feet of absorption trench, 
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110 linear feet of curtain drain, 90 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 210 
linear feet of access road, remove 36 trees and site restoration. Three quotes 
were received for this project. They were $69,905.00, $72,025.00 and 
$75,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction 
Company, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the 
Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Cortnie Russell in the amount not to 
exceed $69,905.00 to build her septic system. 

 
N.   Heather Walley Over $30,000.00: Ms. Walley’s residence is located at 1166 

John Lockwood Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. CWC 
staff determined that her septic system is failing. Her engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering. Her contractor is Catskill Underground Services. Ms. Walley signed 
into the program on August 4, 2023. Her Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on February 2, 2024 and deemed complete on February 15, 2024. Her 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
September 17, 2024. Ms. Walley’s two-year deadline is August 4, 2025. Her 
proposed septic system design will serve a four-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 60 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 746 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 400 linear feet Presby pipe, 48 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 
138 linear feet of curtain drain, 33 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 105 
linear feet of improved swale, 160 linear feet of vent pipe and site restoration. 
Three quotes were received for this project. They were $73,994.98, $75,247.68 
and $78,401.48. The lowest quote, submitted by Catskill Underground Services, 
is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Heather Walley in the amount not to exceed 
$73,994.98 to build her septic system. 

 
O.   Timothy Liu Over $30,000.00: Mr. Liu’s residence is located at 503 Glenford-

Wittenberg Road, Bearsville, New York 12409 in the Town of Woodstock. This 
project is a Second Time Repair. CWC staff determined that his septic system is 
failing. His engineer is Joseph Boek, P.E. His contractor is Mammoth Excavation. 
Mr. Liu signed into the program on December 13, 2022. His Design Application 
was received by NYCDEP on July 16, 2024 and deemed complete on July 24 
2024. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval 
on August 7, 2024. Mr. Liu’s two-year deadline is December 13, 2024. His 
proposed septic system design will serve a three-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 
64 linear feet of gravity pipe, 65 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, 
an effluent filter, 216 square feet of Eljen units, 30 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 95 
linear feet of access road, 50 linear feet of improved swale, remove existing 
absorption field, set tanks with a large excavator, remove a deck, remove five 
trees and brush, 45 linear feet of earth dike, spread and reclaim excess material 
and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. They were 
$46,001.94, $47,500.00 and $48,200.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
Mammoth Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a 
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resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Timothy Liu 
in the amount not to exceed $46,001.94 to build his septic system. 

 
P.   Thomas Biedekapp Over $30,000.00: Mr. Biedekapp’s mobile home park is 

located at 37 Ballard Drive, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. It 
is eligible for the Expanded Septic Program. CWC staff determined that his 
septic system is failing. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor 
is Ben Reynolds Construction Company. Mr. Biedekapp signed into the program 
on September 20, 2023. His two-year deadline is September 20, 2025. His 
proposed septic system design will serve a three-bedroom mobile home. Major 
components of this system include a 1,000 gallon H20 septic tank, an H20 pump 
chamber, 63 linear feet of gravity pipe, 311 linear feet of force main, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 91 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 200 
linear feet of absorption trench, 105 linear feet of improved swale, remove one 
tree, 35 linear feet of three-inch sleeve and site restoration. Three quotes were 
received for this project. They were $51,060.00, $52,000.00 and $53,775.00. 
The lowest quote, submitted by Ben Reynolds Construction Company, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Thomas Biedekapp in the amount not to exceed 
$51,060.00 to build his septic system. 

 
Q.  Stephen Bonkowski Additional Cost: Mr. Bonkowski’s residence is located at 

504 Piacquadio Road, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of 
Middletown. His engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is William 
Walcutt. This project was previously approved for $43,000.00. While installing 
pipe between the septic tank and distribution box, it became apparent that 
there was not enough cover where the pipe crossed the driveway. The engineer 
had the contractor bring extra stone to build up the driveway. A question was 
raised over whether this should have been foreseen. Mitch said that the existing 
septic tank was used. There was no elevation of the outlet pipe available. The 
contractor has requested $3,776.64 for the added work. This amount appears to 
be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $46,776.64. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Stephen Bonkowski in the amount not to exceed 
$3,776.64 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
 

R.  Bernadette Braun Additional Cost: Ms. Braun’s residence is located at 2697 
Chambers Hollow Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Hamden. Her 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. Her contractor is Patrick Meres. This 
project was previously approved for $63,325.00. The electric had to be 
upgraded to provide power for the pump. The homeowner has requested 
$3,270.00 for the added work. Program staff believe that a reasonable cost is 
$800.00. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project 
cost will be $64,125.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Bernadette Braun in the 
amount not to exceed $800.00 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
S.  Tabitha Echeverria Additional Cost: Ms. Echeverria’s residence is located at 

26 Hickory Lane, Glenford, New York 12433 in the Town of Hurley. Her 
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engineer is Andrew Emrich, P.E. Her contractor is Chad Davis Contracting This 
project was previously approved for $47,821.00. Electric had to be updated to 
run the pump.  The homeowner has requested to be reimbursed $2,450.00 for 
the added work. Staff believes that a fair and reasonable cost would be $800.00. 
The total project cost will be $48,621.00. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Tabitha 
Echeverria in the amount not to exceed $800.00 for additional costs to build her 
septic system. 

 
T.  Anthony Ferringo Additional Cost: Mr. Ferringo’s residence is located at 44 

Turner Road, West Shokan, New York 12494 in the Town of Olive. His engineer 
is Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is Michael Formont. This project was 
previously approved for $59,459.19. A large amount of groundwater was 
infiltrating the new septic tank and pump chamber from a source not observed 
until after installation. Another curtain drain was added to redirect the water. 
The issue was resolved. The homeowner has requested to be reimbursed 
$4,658.75 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and 
justified. The total project cost will be $64,117.94. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Anthony Ferringo in the amount not to exceed $4,658.75 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
U.   Patricia Mitchell Additional Cost: Ms. Mitchell’s residence is located at 52 

Glenford-Wittenberg Road, Glenford, New York 12433 in the Town of Hurley. 
Her engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her contractor is Chad Davis Contracting. This 
project was previously approved for $58,616.39. Rock was encountered during 
installation of the pump chamber and force main. The contractor hammered for 
two and a half days to attain necessary depth. Material removed was spread and 
reclaimed on-site. Material suitable for backfill had to be brought in. A gutter 
drain, a six-inch perimeter drain and a water line encountered during 
excavation all had to be rerouted. The contractor has requested $17,495.23 for 
the additional work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The 
total project cost will be $76,111.62. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Patricia 
Mitchell in the amount not to exceed $17,495.23 for additional costs to build her 
septic system. 

 
V.   Charles Myzwinski Additional Cost: Mr. Myzwinski’s residence is located at 

250 Lower Highland Circle Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of 
Roxbury. His engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Four Seasons 
Landscaping. This project was previously approved for $85,500.00. Bedrock 
was encountered during installation of the septic tank and curtain drain. They 
hammered for 11.5 hours to attain necessary depths. It was impossible to get a 
tank delivery truck close enough to set a concrete septic tank. A poly tank was 
installed instead. Sixty-seven additional cubic yards of absorption fill material 
were needed to complete the absorption field because of the slope. A perimeter 
drain had to be extended 20 linear feet past the new system. Poly septic tanks 
cost more than concrete. The contractor has requested $8,338.99 for the added 
work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost 
will be $93,838.99. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
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before the Board of Directors to reimburse Charles Myzwinski in the amount 
not to exceed $8,338.99 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
W.  Nancy Strich Additional Cost: Ms. Strich’s residence is located at 182 Strich 

Road, Halcottsville, New York 12438 in the Town of Middletown. Her engineer 
is Rex Sanford, P.E. Her contractor is Josh Construction. This project was 
previously approved for $52,356.58. During construction it was discovered that 
the existing septic tank was leaking and had to be replaced. The tank delivery 
truck was unable to get close enough to set the tank. A large excavator was used 
to carry and set it. The curtain drain was extended an extra 40 linear feet to 
redirect water flowing toward the system. Twenty additional cubic yards of 
absorption fill material were needed because of a variation in topography. The 
contractor has requested $8,169.08 for the additional work. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $60,525.66. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Nancy Strich in the amount not to exceed $8,169.08 for 
additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
 

X. Douglas Walker Additional Cost: Mr. Walker’s residence is located at 655 
Piacquadio Road, Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of Middletown. 
His engineer is John Bolger, P.E. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating. This 
project was previously approved for $44,520.00. It was determined during 
construction that a septic tank delivery truck could not make it to the tank site 
to set a concrete tank. A poly septic tank was installed instead. The contractor 
has requested $300.00 for the additional work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $44,820.00. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Douglas Walker in the amount not to exceed $300.00 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
Y.  Gary Weider Additional Cost: Mr. Weider’s residence is located at 10 Hickory 

Lane, Glenford, New York 12433 in the Town of Hurley. His engineer is 
Christopher DiChiaro, P.E. His contractor is Martin Contracting. This project was 
previously approved for $37,620.46. Bedrock was encountered during 
excavation for the septic tank. The contractor hammered for 14 hours to attain 
necessary depth. The engineer directed him to install 155 linear feet of curtain 
above the system to redirect groundwater. Forty-eight cubic yards of additional 
absorption fill material were required because of variations in topography. A 25 
linear foot access road was installed due to wet conditions. The contractor has 
requested $12,053.73 for the additional work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $49,674.19. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Gary Weider in the amount not to exceed $12,053.73 for 
additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
Z.   Michael Wiegand Additional Cost: Mr. Wiegand’s residence is located at 679 

John Lockwood Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. His 
engineer is Steele Brook Engineering. His contractor is A&M Excavating. This 
project was previously approved for $30,000.00. A second septic tank was 
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encountered during construction that had to be decommissioned. The 
contractor had to dig under a deck to connect to the line leaving the house. The 
contractor has requested $1,500.00 for the additional work. This amount 
appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $31,500.00. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Michael Wiegand in the amount not to exceed $1,500.00 
for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
AA.   Slide Mountain Forest House System 3 Additional Cost: This project 

is located at 809 Oliverea Road, Big Indian, New York 12410 in the Town of 
Shandaken. It is owned by 37 Alpine Road Property, LLC and is eligible for 
100% reimbursement through the Expanded Septic Program. The engineer is 
Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Josh Construction. This project was 
previously approved for $35,871.84. Groundwater was encountered during 
installation of the septic tank. The contractor had to pump water continuously 
from the excavation to set the tank. A second sewer line leaving the building 
was discovered. Thirty-five linear feet of four-inch PVC pipe were needed to 
connect to it. This line required that the tank be set deeper. Three additional 
one foot risers were required. One corner of the absorption bed had to be 
deeper. Fifteen cubic yards of stone were needed to keep the depth of soil cover 
to no more than 12 inches. The contractor has requested $2,081.00 for the 
additional work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $37,952.84. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse 37 Alpine Road Property, 
LLC in the amount not to exceed $2,081.00 for additional costs to build their 
septic system. 

 
BB. Tuscarora Club of Millbrook Additional Cost: The Bissell Cottage and 

Lazy Lodge are located at 4325 Millbrook Road, Margaretville New York 12455 
in the Town of Middletown. This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement 
through the Expanded Septic Program. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The 
contractor is Mammoth Excavation. This project was previously approved for 
$49,768.70. The contractor deducted $185.00 for a cleanout that was not 
installed. ($49,768.70 - $185.00 = $49,583.70). A second existing septic tank 
was discovered while installing the new septic tank. It had to be pumped and 
decommissioned. A water line that was not known before interfered with the 
new septic tank location. Tree roots had to be removed. The contractor has 
requested $1,550.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable 
and justified. The total project cost will be $51,133.70. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse the Tuscarora Club of Millbrook in the amount not to exceed 
$1,550.00 for additional costs to build their septic system. 

 
CC.                Zigrida Arbatsky Second Time Repair: Ms. Arbatsky’s residence is in 

the Town of Shandaken, Section, Block and Lot number 13.12-1-40. This project 
was paid for in 2006 under the Septic Hardship Program. Staff have looked at 
this site a couple of times. Sewage is surfacing in the absorption field. The septic 
tank was pumped out in 2012 and 2022. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Zigrida Arbatsky 
for a second time repair. 
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DD.    Patrick Cherry Second Time Repair: Mr. Cherry’s residence is in the 
Town of Conesville, Section, Block and Lot number 211-4-10. This project was 
paid for in 2013 under the Priority 3 Program. The control panel and floats are 
not working properly. The septic tank was pumped out in 2021. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
approve Patrick Cherry for a second time repair. 

 
EE.                   Margaret Garramone Second Time Repair: Ms. Garramone’s 

residence is in the Town of Walton, Section, Block and Lot number 210-1-18.1. 
This project was paid for in 2013 under the Priority 7 Program. Sewage seeps 
through the foundation wall when she does laundry. There are possibly some 
issues with the pump chamber. Exploratory work and an evaluation should be 
done to determine what is needed to repair the system. The septic tank was 
pumped out in 2016 and 2021. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Margaret Garramone for a 
second time repair. 

 
FF. Ken Hiratsuka Second Time Repair: Mr. Hiratsuka’s residence is in 

the Town of Andes, Section, Block and Lot number 260-1-13.112. This project 
was paid for in 2002 under the Reimbursement Program. The pump failed and 
has been replaced. The septic tank was pumped out in 2024, The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
approve Ken Hiratsuka for a second time repair.  

 
GG. David Mitchell Second Time Repair: Mr. Mitchell’s residence is in the 

Town of Andes, Section, Block and Lot number 281-1-8.11. This project was 
paid for in 2000 under the Coordinator Program. The pipe between the septic 
tank and distribution box became clogged with roots. The pipe has been 
replaced and the system is working. The septic tank was pumped out in 2024, 
The previous owner was elderly and lived alone. Jason asked if DEP keeps 
records at treatment plants of the addresses of septage hauler’s customers? 
Some may be pumping their septic tanks, but without application to the 
Maintenance Program, we will not know. A suggestion was made to ask 
pumpers for a copy of their records. David Warne abstained. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
approve David Mitchell for a second time repair.   

 
HH.      Septic Maintenance: Eric Lane reported that 68 property owners 

were reimbursed for pump out costs over the past month. A total of 581 
property owners have been reimbursed for maintenance costs this year. This is 
74 more than last year.  

 
II.                  Septic Cluster: No report.  

 
JJ.                 Septic Update: Septic system repair costs were reimbursed to 36 

homeowners last month. A total of 221 homeowners have had septic systems 
repaired with program funding this year. This number is a little under last year, 
but that was a record year. 
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KK.  Other:  Jason reviewed the latest funding status chart. $17,156,662.01 

was in the account on August 31, 2024. A $2,250,000.00 quarterly payment has 
been received. Historical expenses for this time total $3,142,854.00. Currently, 
148 septic systems have been inspected, 36 are designed and 110 have quote 
approvals. The total number of projects in progress is 294. $11,466,000.00 is 
available for new participants. This amount would fund about 123 new septic 
system projects. Jason reminded the Committee that the goal is to have 300 
participants in progress and funding available for 300 new participants. We are 
falling short of that because of price increases. The average cost of a septic 
system project is $39,000.00. Program funding is okay for the time being. In the 
future either a lump sum or an increase in quarterly payments will be needed to 
keep up with increasing costs. 

 
 

IV. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for December 3, 2024. 
 
          VI.          The meeting was adjourned at 10:51 AM.  


