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Catskill Watershed Corporation
Septic Committee Meeting
January 7, 2025
Minutes
Attendance:

Committee Members: Arthur Merrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete
(Director), Alicia Terry (Director), George Haynes, Jr. (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director),
Thomas Hoyt (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), Thomas Snow (NYSDEC), David Warne
(NYCDEP)

Others: Joseph Bacci (CWC), Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Alyssa Bemen (NYSDOH) Aaron Bennett
(NYCDEP), Donald Brown (CWC), Nick Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs by
Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy Cox (CWC), Heidi Emrich
(Ulster County Dept. of Environment), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Matthew Gianetta (NYCDEP),
Heidi Haynes (NYCDEP by Zoom), Todd Henderson (CWC), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson
(CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), John Kosier (Director), Eric Lane
(CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Sonia Martinez (CWC), Christopher
Matthews (Director), Lisa Melville NYSDOS/WPPC by Zoom) Michael Meyers (NYCDEP),
Dymitry Ostapyshyn (NYCDEP by Zoom), Patrick Palmer (NYSDOH), Barbara Puglisi (CWC),
Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP), Jeffrey Senterman (Director), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Madeline
Silecchia (Environmental Analyst NEIWPCC by Zoom), James Sofranko (Director), Thomas
Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Gerson Tavarez (NYCDEP), Shiloh Williams (NYCDEP), John
Winbush (NYSDOS by Zoom), Gemma Young (CWC)

[.  Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:10 AM.

[I. Minutes from the December, 2024 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved
as written.

I[II. Septic Program:

A. Terrence Doyle Over $30,000.00: Mr. Doyle’s residence is located at 37 Forest
Road, Grahamsville New York 12740 in the Town of Neversink. CWC staff
determined that his septic system is failing. His engineer is Thomas Ward, P.E.
His contractor is Sheeley Oil Excavating. Mr. Doyle signed into the program on
March 7, 2024. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on August 20,
2024 and deemed complete on September 6, 2024. His septic system design was
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on October 4, 2024. Mr. Doyle’s
two-year deadline is March 7, 2026. His proposed septic system will serve a
three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon
septic tank, a pump chamber, 15 linear feet of gravity pipe, 70 linear feet of
force main, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 360 cubic yards of absorption
fill material, 250 linear feet of absorption trench, 200 linear feet of curtain
drain, 30 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe and site restoration. Four
quotes were received for this project. They were $47,512.00, $49,559.00,
$52,675.00 and $54,832.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Sheeley Oil
Excavating, is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the
Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought
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before the Board of Directors to reimburse Terrence Doyle in the amount not to
exceed $47,512.00 to build his septic system.

. Joseph Krum Over $30,000.00: Mr. Krum'’s residence is located at 12 Mutton
Hill Road, Neversink, New York 12765 in the Town of Neversink. CWC staff
determined that his septic system is Likely to fail. His engineer is Thomas Ward,
P.E. His contractor is B. Rogerson Excavating. Mr. Krum signed into the program
on May 29, 2024. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on August 16,
2024 and deemed complete on August 30, 2024. His septic system design was
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on December 3, 2024. Mr. Krum'’s
two-year deadline is May 29, 2026. His proposed septic system will serve a two-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon septic
tank, a pump chamber, 15 linear feet of gravity pipe, 195 linear feet of force
main, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 100 cubic yards of absorption fill
material, 192 square feet of Eljen units, seven cubic yards of C-33 sand and site
restoration. B. Rogerson Excavating has submitted a quote of $34,993.00 for
this project. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph
Krum in the amount not to exceed $34,993.00 to build his septic system.

. Simone Smith Over $30,000.00: Ms. Smith’s residence is located at 2152

Chambers Hollow Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Hamden. CWC
staff determined that her septic system is likely to fail. Her engineer is Steele
Brook Engineering PLLC. Her contractor is Robinson Brothers Excavating. Ms.
Smith signed into the program on May 19, 2023. Her Design Application was
received by NYCDEP on May 22, 2024 and deemed complete on June 27, 2024.
Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on
August 16, 2024. Ms. Smith’s two-year deadline is May 19, 2025. Her proposed
septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this
system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 130 linear feet of
gravity pipe, 356 cubic yards of absorption fill material, one distribution box, an
effluent filter, 300 linear feet of absorption trench, 125 linear feet of curtain
drain, 68 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 150 linear feet of improved
swale, 12 linear feet of six-inch sleeve and site restoration. Three quotes were
received for this project. They were $42,514.07, $44,422.93 and $47,910.00.
The lowest quote, submitted by Robinson Brothers Excavating, is below the
staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of
Directors to reimburse Simone Smith in the amount not to exceed $42,514.07 to
build her septic system.

. Town of Jewett Over $30,000.00: The Town of Jewett municipal building is
located at 3547 County Route 23C, Hunter, New York 12442 in the Town of
Jewett. CWC staff determined that their septic system is likely to fail. The
engineer is Lamont Engineers. The contractor is Maggio & Sons. Greg Kroyer,
Town Supervisor, signed into the program on January 17, 2024. Their two-year
deadline is January 17, 2026. The proposed septic system will serve a highway
garage and Town offices. Major components of this system include a 1,000
gallon H 20 septic tank, an H 20 pump chamber, 62 linear feet of gravity pipe,
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140 linear feet of force main, 32 cubic yards of absorption fill material, two
Puraflo Coir modules, 38 pill blocks, three cast iron risers and site restoration.
Six quotes were received for this project. They were $64,684.00, $74,000.00,
$79,320.00, $82,852.00, $109,079.00 and $174,000.00. Maggio & Sons
submitted the lowest quote. This is a prevailing wage project. The Schedule of
Values does not apply. The Committee recommended that a resolution be
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse The Town of Jewett in the
amount not to exceed $64,684.00.00 to build their septic system.

. Winnisook, Incorporated: Winnisook, Incorporated’s Nulti Cottage is located
at 93 Winnisook Club Road, Oliverea, New York 12410 in the Town of
Shandaken. CWC staff determined that their septic system is likely to fail. This
project is eligible for 100% reimbursement of reasonable costs. The engineer is
Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavation. The proposed
septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Frank Slingerland, Club
President of Winnisook, Incorporated, signed into the program on June 18,
2024. Their two-year deadline is June 18, 2026. An invoice for $29,262.99 has
been received for an access road for septic system construction. Components of
this road include 41 hours of rock hammering, 25 hours of machine time, 131
cubic yards of road base, 12 hours use of a four by four truck and removing 23
trees.

Jason discussed this project. There are many buildings on this property. Three
are going through the Expanded Septic Program. Mitch had discussed access
roads for these three sites. Access roads were necessary to get an excavator to
test pit locations. Jason had agreed to pay for them. While reviewing checks,
Jason noted that there were no Design Approvals.

A design was submitted for the Multi Cottage was today. CWC does not provide
reimbursement before Design Approval. The contractor is in a tough situation.
He has supplied materials and done the work of building access roads. The total
cost of the three access roads is $87,947.34. Jason stressed that we want to
make sure Septic Program funding goes to septic projects, not to build a
driveway.

David Estes, the project contractor, spoke to the Committee. He said that he
talked to Mitch about the roads before he started. This is not an ordinary site.
The rock was so hard that he broke the tip of his hammer while building the
roads. He said that if the Rule requiring Design Approval before paying for an
access road had been mentioned that he would have pressured the engineer to
complete designs.

The Winnisook Incorporated property will be a large project. There are 15
houses and a dining hall that seats 100. The two-year deadline will be difficult
to meet. David said he will try to do test pits tomorrow at the two other sites. He
has a long history of working with CWC. He thanked the Committee for
listening.

David Warne asked if construction costs to build the systems will be considered
additional costs with multiple bids. They will. These three are individual
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systems. Some other houses will be on a community system. A suggestion was
made to temporarily suspend the Program Rule so the contractor can be paid.
Jason expressed concern that the access roads could become driveways. He
added that the contractor had done everything right.

David Estes said that his bills were for separate projects and that they are each
less than $30,000.00 and would not need three quotes. Most access roads are
removed and the area restored. These may be left. The roads will be used for
construction as well.

The Winnisook property is on Slide Mountain. Headwaters of both the Esopus
and Neversink are within its bounds. David Estes said that the club is committed
to completing the project. Existing systems are pipe to rocks. New designs will
be for enhanced treatment. Mitch has a design for Nulti Cottage. It is a Presby
system.

Ways to avoid setting a precedent were discussed. Waiving the Rule temporarily
or requiring Design Approval within 18 months were considered. Next steps
will be expensive and time consuming. There is a Direct Payment form on file
for these projects.

The Committee recommended that Winnisook, Incorporated be reimbursed
$29,262.99 for an access road to build a septic system for Nulti Cottage.

. Winnisook, Incorporated: Winnisook, Incorporated’s Fairservice Cottage and
Guest House is located at 71 Winnisook Club Road, Oliverea, New York 12410 in
the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff determined that their septic system is likely
to fail. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Estes Plumbing &
Excavation. Frank Slingerland, Club President of Winnisook, Incorporated,
signed into the program on June 18, 2024. Their two-year deadline is June 18,
2026. The proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. An invoice
for $29,255.00 has been received for an access road for septic system
construction. Components of this road include 30 hours of rock hammering, 48
hours of machine time, 125 cubic yards of road base, 18 hours use of a four by
four truck and removing 25 trees. See discussion in Item E. The Committee
recommended that Winnisook, Incorporated be reimbursed $29,255.00 for an
access road to build a septic system for Fairservice Cottage and Guest House.

. Winnisook, Incorporated: Winnisook, Incorporated’s VanKleeck Cottage is
located at 81 Winnisook Club Road, Oliverea, New York 12410 in the Town of
Shandaken. CWC staff determined that their septic system is likely to fail. The
engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavation.
Frank Slingerland, club president of Winnisook, Incorporated, signed into the
program on June 18, 2024. Their two-year deadline is June 18, 2026. The
proposed septic system will serve a five-bedroom house. An invoice for
$29,429.35 has been received for an access road for septic system construction.
Components of this road include 31 hours of rock hammering, 46 hours of
machine time, 140 cubic yards of road base, 15 hours use of a four by four truck
and removing 25 trees. See discussion in Item E. The Committee recommended
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that Winnisook, Incorporated be reimbursed $29,255.00 for an access road to
build a septic system for VanKleeck Cottage.

Matthew Davis Additional Cost: Mr. Davis’ residence is located at 108 Betty
Brook Road, South Kortright, New York 13842 in the Town of Kortright. His
engineer is Headwaters Engineering, PLLC. His contractor is A&M Excavating.
This project was previously approved for $39,000.00. A subpanel was necessary
to power the pump. Two trees had to be removed that were not on the plan. The
contractor has requested $1,750.00 for the added work. This amount appears to
be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $40,750.00. The
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of
Directors to reimburse Matthew Davis in the amount not to exceed $1,750.00
for additional costs to build his septic system.

John Donaleski Additional Cost: Mr. Donaleski’s residence is located at 572
Rossman Road, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. His engineer
is Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is Maduri Excavating. This project was
previously approved for $72,744.50. Several boulders had to be removed from
the absorption field and curtain drain area to complete this system. They were
spread and reclaimed onsite. Removal of the boulders left voids requiring an
additional 45 cubic yards of absorption fill material. Runoff from the driveway
was compromising the new septic tank. The engineer directed the contractor to
install 50 linear feet of swale to redirect water away from the new system. The
contractor has requested $6,274.05 for the added work. This amount appears to
be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $79,018.55. The
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of
Directors to reimburse John Donaleski in the amount not to exceed $6,274.05
for additional costs to build his septic system.

Steven Golden Additional Cost: Mr. Golden’s residence is located at 718 High
Point Mountain Road, West Shokan, New York 12494 in the Town of Olive. His
engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. His contractor is Burns Enterprises, LLC. This
project was previously approved for $41,922.87. Ledge rock was encountered
during installation of the septic tank, dosing tank and gravity pipe. The
contractor had to hammer eight hours to attain necessary depths. Excavated
rock was spread and reclaimed onsite. Twenty-four cubic yards of random fill
material were brought to the site to backfill the tanks. The contractor has
requested $4,436.76 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable
and justified. This is a secondary residence eligible for 60% reimbursement of
eligible costs. $4,436.76 X 60% = $2,662.06. The total project cost will be
$44,584.93. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before
the Board of Directors to reimburse Steven Golden in the amount not to exceed
$2,662.06 for additional costs to build his septic system.

K. Roger Spahn Additional Cost: Mr. Spahn’s residence is located at 2464 South

River Road, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of Walton. His engineer is
Steele Brook Engineering PLLC. His contractor is Jarred Robinson. This project
was previously approved for $37,254.91. The lawn was too soft for trucks to get
to the absorption field area at the time of construction. One hundred-twenty
linear feet of access road was needed. Additional restoration was necessary. The
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contractor has requested $5,382.00 for the added work. This amount appears to
be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $42,636.91. The
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of
Directors to reimburse Roger Spahn in the amount not to exceed $5,382.00 for
additional costs to build his septic system.

. RicK’s Tire Service, LLC Additional Cost: Rick’s Tire Service, LLC is located at

59898 State Route 30, Grand Gorge, New York 12434 in the Town of Roxbury.
The engineer is Steele Brook Engineering PLLC. The contractor is William
Walcutt. This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement of reasonable costs
under the Expanded Septic Program. It was previously approved for $41,700.00.
Large amounts of debris were encountered during excavation for the tanks.
Thirty cubic yards of random fill material was brought in to backfill. Four
concrete blocks had to be added along the absorption area to prevent vehicles
from driving on the new system. The contractor has requested $2,006.90 for the
added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total
project cost will be $43,705.90. The Committee recommended that a resolution
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Rick’s Tire Service, LLC
in the amount not to exceed $2,005.90 for additional costs to build their septic
system.

. Anna Freiburg Second Time Repair: Ms. Freiburg’s residence is in the Town
of Franklin, Section, Block and Lot number 167-3-10.2. This project was paid for
in 2003 under the Reimbursement Program. The pump, control panel and floats
stopped working. The homeowner has completed the repairs and the system is
functioning. The septic tank was pumped in 2012 and 2024. The Committee
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to
approve Anna Freiburg for a second time repair.

. Anthony George Second Time Repair: Mr. George’s residence is in the Town
of Shandaken, Section, Block and Lot number 13.16-1-38. This project was paid
for in 2009 under the Priority 6 Program. The pump has stopped working. The
septic tank was pumped in 2012 and 2024. The Committee recommended that a
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Anthony George
for a second time repair.

. 12/31/24 Annual Reimbursement Eligibility: An extension to the Annual

Reimbursement Program has allowed property homeowners who had septic
systems repaired or replaced during the past year who were not eligible
otherwise to apply for reimbursement.

Tim Cox said that Annual Reimbursement began when only homes within a
specified distance from a watercourse were eligible for Septic Program funding.
It allowed reimbursement to homeowners who were outside these areas and
had repaired their systems over the previous year. The Septic Program is
available watershed wide now.

The only area still ineligible is the proposed Phoenicia Sewer District. Residents
there can apply to this program. Mitch said that CWC pays for two to three
septic systems a year through the Annual Reimbursement Program.
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The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of
Directors to extend Annnual Reimbursement Eligibility to December 31, 2024.

P. Septic Maintenance: Eric Lane reported that 88 pump out costs were

reimbursed to property owners last month. A total of 714 pump out costs were
reimbursed to property owners in 2024. This was the most ever.

Prattsville is behind with their Feasibility Study to accept septage. They may
need an extension. Windham's Feasibility Study is done. They have the potential
to accept 39,000 gallons of septage per day. There was some concern about
copper levels. Further research showed that it is suspended, not dissolved,
making treatment for it easier. The plant operators want to begin accepting
10,000 gallons per day.

Septic Cluster: No report.

R. Septic Update: Mitch Hull reported that 29 septic system repair costs were

S.

reimbursed to property owners last month. A total of 281 septic systems were
repaired with program funding in 2024. It was a good year.

Other: Tim Cox informed the Committee that he had his septic tank pumped
out and will apply for 50% reimbursement under the Maintenance Program.

The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for February 4, 2025.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:53 AM.



