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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

May 6, 2025 
Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Arthur Merrill (Director), Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete 
(Director), Alicia Terry (Director), George Haynes, Jr. (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), 
Thomas Hoyt (Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), Shiloh Williams (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Renee Antonette (CWC by Zoom), Joseph Bacci (CWC), Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Alyssa 
Bement (NYSDOH), Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Donald Brown (CWC), Nick Carbone (Delaware 
County Watershed Affairs by Zoom), Joseph Cetta (Director), Samantha Costa (CWC), Timothy 
Cox (CWC),Heidi Emrich (Ulster County Department of Environment by Zoom), Kyle Faraci 
(CWC), Jessica Fiedler (CWC), Matthew Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Mitchell Hull (CWC), 
John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn Kavanagh (CWC), John Kosier (Director), 
David Lane (CWC), Eric Lane (CWC), Michael Maloney (NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Sonia 
Martinez (CWC), Christopher Matthews (Director), Lisa Melville NYSDOS/WPPC by Zoom), 
Michael Meyers (NYCDEP), Dymitry Ostapyshyn (NYCDEP by Zoom), Patrick Palmer 
(NYSDOH), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Nicholas Sadler (NYCDEP), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), 
Jeffrey Senterman (Director), James Sofranko (Director), Thomas Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), 
Morgan Tarbell (NYSDOH by Zoom), Gerson Tavarez (NYCDEP), Pauline Wanjugi (NYSDOH by 
Zoom), John Wimbush (NYDOD  by Zoom),  Gemma Young (CWC)  

 
I.      Arthur Merrill called the meeting to order at 9:13 AM. 

 
II. Tina Molé nominated Arthur Merrill to be Chair of the Septic Committee for the next 

year. Alicia Terry seconded the nomination. He was unanimously elected Chair of 
the Septic Committee.  

 
III.  Minutes from the April, 2025 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved as       

written.  
 

IV.  Septic Program: 
 

A. Doris Annabel Over $30,000.00: Ms. Annabel’s residence is located at 120 
Bluebird Road, Margaretville. New York 12455 in the Town of Middletown. CWC 
staff determined that her septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Rex 
Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Josh Construction, Inc. Ms. Annabel signed into 
the program on February 27, 2018. Her Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on September 25, 2019 and deemed complete on September 25, 2019. 
His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
September 25, 2019. The engineer has requested re-approval of the design. Ms. 
Annabel signed into the program before there was a two-year deadline. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, 62 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 140 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 
300 linear feet of absorption trench, 130 linear feet of access road, remove 21 
trees and site restoration. Josh Construction, Inc. submitted a quote of 
$32,783.08 to the homeowner. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated 
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cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Doris Annabel in the amount not to exceed $32,783.08 to build her 
septic system. 

 
B. Elijana Behrami Over $30,000.00: Ms. Behrami’s residence is located at 279 

Durham Road, Gilboa, New York 12076 in the Town of Conesville. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is failing. The engineer is D.R. Crandell 
Engineering Services, PLLC. The contractor is Eric Dahlberg Construction, Inc. 
Ms. Behrami signed into the program on February 15, 2025. Her Design 
Application was received by NYCDEP on May 14, 2024 and deemed complete on 
June 4, 2024. Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design 
Approval on June 11, 2024. Ms. Behrami’s two-year deadline is February 15, 
2027. Her proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Ms. 
Behrami is adding two bedrooms to an existing two-bedroom house. CWC is 
providing funding for a septic system for a two-bedroom house. Major 
components of this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 
195 linear feet gravity pipe, 343 cubic yards of absorption fill material, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 385 linear feet of absorption trench, 150 
linear feet of improved swale and site restoration. Eric Dahlberg Construction, 
Inc. has submitted a quote of $34,999.00 to the homeowner. Ms. Behrami is 
adding two bedrooms. The program can pay for a 1,000 gallon septic tank and 
half of the absorption field. This amount is below the staff estimated cost of 
construction for a two-bedroom septic system based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Eljana Behrami in the amount not to exceed $34,999.00 
to build her septic system. 
 

C. Tara Buckley Over $30,000.00: Ms. Buckley’s residence is located at 7066 
State Route 28, Shandaken, New York 12480 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC 
staff determined that her septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is 
Christopher DiChiaro, P.E. The contractor is Eberhardt Excavation, LLC. Ms. 
Buckley signed into the program on April 17, 2023. Her Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on February 19 2025 and deemed complete on March 6, 
2025. Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval 
on March 20, 2025. Ms. Buckley’s two-year deadline is April 17, 2025. Her 
proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include two 1,000 gallon septic tanks, a pump chamber, 143 linear 
feet of gravity pipe, 163 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, two 
effluent filters, 400 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 240 linear feet of 
Presby pipe, 40 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 85 linear feet of vent pipe, re-route 70 
linear feet of swale, 170 linear feet of access road, remove three trees, set tanks 
with a large excavator, eight road plates and site restoration. Three quotes were 
submitted to the homeowner for this project. They were $80,508.95, $82,849.70 
and $84,610.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Eberhardt Excavating, LLC, is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Tara Buckley in the amount not to exceed 
$80,508.95 to build her septic system. 
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D. Laura Cruickshank Over $30,000.00: Ms. Cruickshank’s residence is located 
at 104 Cruickshank Road, Big Indian, New York 12410 in the Town of 
Shandaken. CWC staff determined that her septic system is likely to fail. The 
engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Josh Construction, Inc. Ms. 
Cruickshank signed into the program on August 20, 2024. Her Design 
Application was received by NYCDEP on January 15, 2025 and deemed 
complete on January 31, 2025. Her septic system design was recommended for 
NYCDEP Design Approval on February 28, 2025. Ms. Cruickshank’s two-year 
deadline is August 20, 2026. Her proposed septic system will serve a five-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,500 gallon septic 
tank, 33 linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 11 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 350 linear feet of Presby pipe, 70 cubic yards of C-33 
sand, 21 linear feet of vent pipe, remove one tree, spread and reclaim excess 
material, change interior plumbing and site restoration. Three quotes were 
submitted to the homeowner for this project. They were $38,717.07, $39,556.24 
and $40,299.28. The lowest quote, submitted by Josh Construction, Inc., is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Laure Cruickshank in the amount not to exceed 
$38,717.07 to build her septic system. 

 
E. Larry Davis Over $30,000.00: Mr. Davis’ residence is located at 4454 County 

Highway 33, Bloomville, New York 13739 in the Town of Kortright. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. The engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Delaware Bulldozing Corp. Mr. Davis 
signed into the program on July 31, 2024. His Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on February 3, 2025 and deemed complete on February 13, 2025. 
His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
March 5, 2025. Mr. Davis’ two-year deadline is July 31, 2026. His proposed 
septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 53 linear feet of 
gravity pipe, 357 cubic yards of absorption fill material, one distribution box, an 
effluent filter, 220 linear feet of absorption trench, 90 linear feet of curtain 
drain, 95 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 65 linear feet of access road and 
site restoration. Three quotes were submitted to the homeowner for this 
project. They were $39,306.00, $42,819.67 and $45,100.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Delaware Bulldozing Corp., is below the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Larry 
Davis in the amount not to exceed $39,306.00 to build his septic system. 
 

F. Nicholas Forte Over $30,000.00: Mr. Forte’s residence is located at 7 Van 
Etten Road, Prattsville, New York 12468 in the Town of Lexington. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. The engineer is John Bolger, P.E. 
The contractor is RM Excavating. Mr. Forte signed into the program on 
November 21, 2023. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on July 16, 
2024 and deemed complete on July 26, 2024. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on October 15, 2024. Mr. Forte’s 
two-year deadline is September 21, 2025. His proposed septic system will serve 
a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000 gallon 
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septic tank, one pump chamber, 14 linear feet of gravity pipe, 142 linear feet of 
force main, one distribution box, 30 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 100 
linear feet of Presby pipe, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 52 linear feet of curtain 
drain, 25 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 175 linear feet of vent pipe and 
site restoration. RM Excavating submitted a quote of $33,900.00 to the 
homeowner for this project. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated 
cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Nicholas Forte in the amount not to exceed $33,900.00 to build his 
septic system. 

  
G. Keyur Govande Over $30,000.00: Mr. Govande’s residence is located at 77 

Rose Mountain Road, Big Indian, New York 12410 in the Town of Shandaken. 
CWC staff determined that his septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is 
Forbes Engineering. The contractor is LaFever Excavating, Inc. Mr. Govande 
signed into the program on March 4, 2025. His Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on December 27, 2023 and deemed complete on January 23, 2024. 
His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
February 15, 2024. Mr. Govande’s two-year deadline is March 4, 2027. His 
proposed septic system will serve a five-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,500 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 48 linear feet 
of gravity pipe, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 522 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 330 linear feet of absorption trench, 145 linear feet of 
improved swale, remove six trees and site restoration. Three quotes were 
submitted to the homeowner for this project. They were $48,060.00, $51,000.00 
and $52,000.00. The lowest quote, submitted by LaFever Excavating, Inc., is 
below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Keyur Govande in the amount not to exceed $48,060.00 
to build his septic system.  
 

H. Rommel Guanzon Over $30,000.00: Mr. Guanzon’s residence is located at 
6599 State Route 55, Liberty, New York 12754 in the Town of Neversink. CWC 
staff determined that his septic system is failing. The engineer is Ward 
Engineering PLLC. The contractor is B. Rogerson Excavating. Mr. Guanzon 
signed into the program on September 26, 2023. His Design Application was 
received by NYCDEP on July 2, 2024 and deemed complete on July 12, 2024. His 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
August 29, 2024. Mr. Guanzon’s two-year deadline is September 26, 2025. His 
proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,250 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 61 linear feet 
of gravity pipe, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 416 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 288 square feet of Eljen units, 165 linear feet of curtain 
drain, 20 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe and site restoration. Four 
quotes were submitted to the homeowner for this project. They were 
$49,325.00, $49,851.00, $54,897.00 and $56,791.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by B. Rogerson Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost 
of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Rommel 
Guanzon in the amount not to exceed $49,325.00 to build his septic system.  
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I. Tobias Hohl Over $30,000.00: Mr. Hohl’s residence is located at 1447 Huska 

Road, Delancey, New York 13752 in the Town of Delhi. CWC staff determined 
that his septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Headwaters Engineering, 
PLLC. The contractor is A&M Excavating. Mr. Hohl signed into the program on 
August 27, 2024. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on March 10, 
2025 and deemed complete on March 24, 2025. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 11, 2025. Mr. Hohl’s two-
year deadline is August 27, 2026. His proposed septic system will serve a four-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,250 gallon septic 
tank, a pump chamber, 260 linear feet of gravity pipe, 235 linear feet of force 
main, two distribution boxes, an effluent filter, 450 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 275 linear feet of absorption trench, 110 linear feet of curtain drain, 
100 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 115 linear feet of access road, open 
cut road and site restoration. Three quotes were submitted to the homeowner 
for this project. They were $72.250.00, $76,120.00 and $77,577.00. The lowest 
quote, submitted by A&M Excavating, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost 
of construction based on the Schedule of Values. This is a secondary residence 
eligible for 60% reimbursement. $72,250.00 X 60% = $43,350.00. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Tobias Hohl in the amount not to exceed $43,350.00 to 
build his septic system. 
 

J. Donna Le Moine Over $30,000.00: Ms. Le Moine’s residence is located at 3372 
State Route 28, Shokan, New York 12481 in the Town of Olive. This project is a 
managed repair within the proposed Shokan Sewer District. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is failing. The engineer is Rothe Engineering 
PLLC. The contractor is Eberhardt Excavation, LLC. Ms. Le Moine signed into the 
program on January 22, 2025. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
on February 5, 2025 and deemed complete on February 12, 2025. Her septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 2, 
2025. Ms. Le Moine’s two-year deadline is January 27, 2027. Her proposed 
septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,000 gallon H 20 septic tank, an H 20 pump chamber, 20 
linear feet of gravity pipe, 40 linear feet of force main, one distribution box, an 
effluent filter, 28 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 360 square feet of 
absorption bed, 100 linear feet of 15-inch culvert,, set tanks with a large 
excavator, spread and reclaim excess material and site restoration. Three 
quotes were submitted to the homeowner for this project. They were 
$43,055.21, $45,275.00 and $45,710.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
Eberhardt Excavation, LLC, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Donna 
Le Moine in the amount not to exceed $43,055.21 to build her septic system. 
 

K. Frank Messineo Over $30,000.00: Mr. Messineo’s residence is located at 90 
Harvest Lane, Bovina Center, New York 13740 in the Town of Bovina. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. The engineer is Steele Brook 
Engineering PLLC. The contractor is LaFever Excavating, Inc. Mr. Messineo 
signed into the program on June 7, 2024. His Design Application was received 
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by NYCDEP on January 15, 2024 and deemed complete on January 23, 2025. His 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
February 7, 2025. Mr. Messineo’s two-year deadline is June 7, 2026. His 
proposed septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include a 1,000 gallon septic tank, a siphon chamber, 141 linear feet 
of gravity pipe, one distribution box, an effluent filter, 330 cubic yards of 
absorption fill material, 160 linear feet of absorption trench, 105 linear feet of 
curtain drain, 67 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, remove nine trees, 
bucket materials and site restoration. LaFever Excavating, Inc. submitted a 
quote to the homeowner of $52,460.00. This amount is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. This is a 
secondary residence eligible for 60% reimbursement. $52,460.00 X 60% = 
$31.476.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse Frank Messineo in the amount not to 
exceed $31,476.00 to build his septic system. 

 
L.  River Rouen Over $30,000.00: Mr. Rouen’s residence is located at 13334 

State Route 23, Prattsville, New York 12468 in the Town of Ashland. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Praetorius & 
Conrad, P.C. The contractor is Black Forest Excavation LLC. Mr. Rouen signed 
into the program on October 31, 2023. His Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on April 9, 2024 and deemed complete on May 8, 2024. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on May 8, 2024. 
Mr. Rouen’s two-year deadline is October 31, 2025. His proposed septic system 
will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 
1,500 gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 53 linear feet of gravity pipe, 122 
linear feet of force main, 690 cubic yards of absorption fill material, one 
distribution box, an effluent filter, 340 linear feet of absorption trench, 135 
linear feet of curtain drain, 100 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 250 
linear feet of access road, remove eight trees and site restoration. Three quotes 
were submitted to the homeowner for this project. They were $84,000.00, 
$93,950.00 and $94,300.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Black Forest 
Excavation LLC, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based 
on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse River Rouen in the amount 
not to exceed $84,000.00 to build his septic system. 
 

M. Matthew Hamilton Additional Costs: Mr. Hamilton’s residence is located at 
6910 County Highway 36, Denver, New York 12421 in the Town of Roxbury. His 
engineer is Paul Gossen, P.E. His contractor is Jim Peters Excavating LLC. This 
project was previously approved for $35,000.00. After the septic tank and pump 
chamber were backfilled, water began seeping over their tops. The engineer 
directed the contractor to install 80 linear feet of drain to divert water away 
from the tanks. The contractor has requested $1,024.80 for the added work. 
This amount appears to be reasonable and justifiable. The total project cost will 
be $36,024.80. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Matthew Hamilton in the amount 
not to exceed $1,024.80 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
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N. Terry Kolb Additional Cost: Mr. Kolb’s residence is located at 5 Fada Lane, 
West Shokan, New York 12494 in the Town of Olive. CWC staff determined that 
his septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The 
contractor is Burns Enterprises LLC. Mr. Kolb signed into the program on June 
21, 2024. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on February 25, 2025 
and deemed complete on March 5, 2025. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on March 5, 2025. Mr. Kolb’s two-
year deadline is June 21, 2026. His proposed septic system will serve a two-
bedroom house. This project was previously approved for $11,005.38 for an 
emergency installation of a 1,000 septic tank in 2022. Most of the major 
components include a pump chamber, 6 linear feet of gravity pipe, 235 linear 
feet of force main, 535 cubic yards of absorption fill material, one distribution 
box, 200 linear feet of absorption trench, 245 linear feet of curtain drain, 35 
linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 245 linear feet of improved swale, 205 
linear feet of access road, remove 74 trees, 20 linear feet of 24-inch culvert and 
site restoration. Shiloh Williams raised a question about the number of trees 
and cost of this system. It is a heavily wooded site. The absorption field is very 
large. The cost of absorption fill material with an hour haul time is over 
$20,000.00. Three quotes were submitted to the homeowner for this project. 
They were $106,118.75, $108,180.85 and $110,103.65. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Burns Enterprises LLC, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction. The total project cost will be $117,124.13. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Terry Kolb in the amount not to exceed $106,118.75 for additional 
costs to build his septic system.  
 

O. Brittnay Micheline Additional Cost: Ms. Micheline’s residence is located at 
156 Fox Hollow Road, Shandaken, New York 12480 in the Town of Shandaken. 
CWC staff determined that her septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Rex 
Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Sam I Am Excavation. Ms. Micheline signed into 
the program on January 2, 2025. Her Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on March 4, 2025 and deemed complete on March 18, 2025. Her septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on March 19, 
2025. Ms. Micheline’s two-year deadline is January 2, 2027. Her proposed septic 
system will serve a two-bedroom house. This project was previously approved 
for $11,250.00 for an emergency installation of a 1,000 septic tank in 2025. 
Most of the major components include 20 linear feet of gravity pipe, one 
distribution box, 125 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 150 linear feet of 
Presby pipe, 45 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 10 linear feet of vent pipe, remove 
three trees, spread and reclaim excess material and site restoration. Sam I Am 
Excavation submitted a quote of $22,291.82 to the homeowner for this project. 
This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction. The total 
project cost will be $33,541.82. The Committee recommended that a resolution 
be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Brittnay Micheline in the 
amount not to exceed $22,291.82 for additional costs to build her septic system.  

 
P. Peggy Pilch Additional Cost: Ms. Pilch’s residence is located at 3515 Honest 

Brook Road, Delhi, New York 13753 in the Town of Meredith. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is failing. The engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is A&M Excavating. This project was 
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previously approved $2,544.00 to install a 1,000 gallon septic tank in 2006. Ms. 
Pilch signed into the program on September 10, 2024. Her Design Application 
was received by NYCDEP on February 3, 2025 and deemed complete on 
February 14, 2025. Her septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on March 19, 2025. Ms. Pilch’s two-year deadline is September 
10, 2026.  Her proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. Most 
of the major components of this system will include a siphon chamber, 145 
linear feet of gravity pipe, one distribution box, 403 cubic yards of absorption 
fill material, 220 linear feet of absorption trench, 58 linear feet of curtain drain, 
40 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 145 linear feet of access road, remove 
a fence and site restoration.  Three quotes were received for this project. They 
were $46,800.00, $50,264.00 and $54,714.00. The lowest quote, submitted by 
A&M Excavating, is within 10% the staff estimated cost of construction based on 
the Schedule of Values. The total project cost will be $49,344.00. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Peggy Pilch in the amount not to exceed $46,800.00 for additional 
costs to build her septic system. 
 

Q. Reservoir Motel Incorporated Additional Cost: The Reservoir Motel is 
located at 3210 State Route 28, Shokan, New York 12481 in the Town of Olive. 
This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement through the Expanded Septic 
Program. CWC staff determined the septic system is likely to fail. The engineer 
is Rothe Engineering. The contractor is Eberhardt Excavation, LLC. This project 
was previously approved for $14,136.58 for an emergency installation of a 
2,000 gallon septic tank. Linda Weir, the owner, signed into the program on 
August 18, 2024. Ms. Weir’s two-year deadline is August 18, 2026.  Her 
proposed septic system will serve a seven-room motel. Most of the major 
components of this system will include 85 linear feet of gravity pipe, three 
distribution boxes, 159 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 380 linear feet of 
Infiltrators and site restoration. Three quotes were received for this project. 
They were $27,320.75, $29,014.48 and $29,520.10. The lowest quote, submitted 
by Eberhardt Excavation, LLC, is within 10% the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project cost will be 
$41,457.33. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to reimburse the Reservoir Motel Incorporated in the 
amount not to exceed $27,320.75 for additional costs to build their septic 
system. 

 
R. Gale Brannen Second Time Repair: Ms. Brannen’s residence is in the Town of 

Andes, Section, Block and Lot number 283-1-17. This project was paid for in 
2009 under the Priority 5 Program. The pump is not working and needs to be 
replaced. There are also wiring issues that will have to be corrected. The septic 
tank was pumped in 2018 and 2022. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Gale Brannen 
for a second time repair. 

 
S. Roy Carlson Second Time Repair: Mr. Carlson’s residence is in the Town of 

Ashland, Section, Block and Lot number 76.04-1-18. This was mistakenly listed 
as in the Town of Windham. Tom Hoyt asked for a correction. This project was 
paid for in 2014 under the Priority 6 Program. Floats in the pump chamber do 
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not appear to be working. There may be other wiring issues. The tank should be 
checked to be sure it is watertight. The septic tank was pumped in 2023. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve Roy Carlson for a second time repair. 

 
T. Peter Goldberg Second Time Repair: Mr. Goldberg’s residence is in the Town 

of Middletown, Section, Block and Lot number 326.1-44-1. This project was paid 
for in 2005 under the Priority 3 Program. The pump is not working and 
hardware in the pump chamber is badly corroded. Mr. Goldberg is a new owner 
and does not know if the previous owner pumped the septic tank. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve Peter Goldberg for a second time repair.  

 
U. Krista Rikard Second Time Repair: Ms. Rikard’s property is in the Town of 

Roxbury, Section, Block and Lot number 114-1-14. This project was paid for in 
2006 under the Priority 3 Program. The pump is not working. It needs to be 
replaced, along with wiring, floats and other components. A vent pipe needs to 
be installed on the pump chamber. Ms. Rikard is a new owner and does not 
know if the previous owner pumped the septic tank. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
approve Krista Rikard for a second time repair.  

 
V. Albert Smith Second Time Repair: Mr. Smith’s residence is in the Town of 

Neversink, Section, Block and Lot number 24-1-10.2. This project was paid for 
in 2011 under the Priority 6 Program. A patio above the pipe from the house to 
the septic tank has settled and appears to have broken the pipe from the house 
to the septic tank. The pipe needs to be replaced. The septic tank was pumped in 
2019 and 2024. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to approve Albert Smith for a second time repair.  

 
W. Septic Maintenance: Eric Lane reported that pump out costs were reimbursed 

to 49 property owners last month. A total of 163 pump out costs have been 
reimbursed this year.  

 
Program Rules are being updated. Homeowners within a Sewer District who 
were required to connect under local Sewer Use Law will not be eligible for 
Septic Maintenance Program reimbursements. This is consistent with the Septic 
Program, which cannot fund septic system projects on properties that were 
supposed to be connected to community systems.  
 
Connections are generally less expensive than onsite systems. The Septic 
Programs have limited funding. The money should be saved for people who 
have no options but to build an expensive septic system. If a previous owner did 
not connect, CWC will not help. There was discussion about helping people and 
the program’s purpose in protecting water quality. It was emphasized that 
people who choose not to connect are making a bad decision. Replacement 
systems can be extremely expensive. The lateral is the homeowner’s 
responsibility.  
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Another Rule change will allow Towns to apply for funds to design septage 
receiving facilities.  
 
 
The Board of Directors previously approved Resolution # 5171 to provide 
funding for the Town of Windham to complete a feasibility study on their 
wastewater treatment plant’s potential to receive septage from septic waste 
haulers. Results of the study were positive.  
 
The Town passed a Resolution to apply to CWC for design funding for capital 
improvements necessary to receive septage generated within the West of 
Hudson Watershed region on March 13, 2025. They are now applying for 
funding to design a new septage receiving facility at the plant which will include 
a piped inlet connection, metering system, rock trap, fine screen with an auger 
arrangement, a 20,000 gallon aerated holding tank equipped with a blower and 
diffuser, flow meters and a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) 
system to monitor and control the process.  
 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve proposed Septic Maintenance Program Rules. 
 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse the Town of Windham for design costs of a septage 
receiving facility not to exceed $210,000.00. 

 
X. Septic Cluster: A homeowner in the Town of Neversink Cluster Area has 

requested help from the program. Mitch will meet with Chris Matthews to find 
out if the Town is interested. 
 

Y. Septic Update: Mitch Hull reported that five septic system repair costs were 
reimbursed to property owners last month. A total of 14 septic system repair 
costs have been reimbursed this year.  

 
Z. Other: Jason spoke about Second Time Repairs with multiple issues. He asked 

the Committee for guidance on whether each one should be brought before 
them. A lot of pumps that are aging. Sometimes contractors go back a second 
time to repair wiring, floats or hardware that fail after the pump has been 
replaced. Bringing questions back to the Committee about pumps not working 
lets them fail for another month. Second Time Repairs go to the Committee and 
Board on the same day to expedite repairs on failed pumps. The consensus was 
that wiring, hardware and associated parts related to pumps would not need to 
come before the Committee again, but larger issues would, for example an 
absorption field that failed after the pump was replaced.  

 
At a training session on January 29, Jason handed out questionnaires to 
contractors looking for input in how to make ethe program better and minimize 
additional costs and second time repairs. Responses were anonymous. He 
reviewed the replies. Contractors noted what they found lack of curtain drains; 
high groundwater; septic tanks out of level and pipe connections from the house 
to the septic tank, particularly where a contractor had tried to connect to what 
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they thought was good pipe. Some wanted more inspections. Some noted that 
Air Bnbs overusing systems. Improper absorption fill quantities also have 
caused problems.  
 
There were comments about wanting to be paid more quickly. Electronic 
payments and direct deposit were mentioned. Jason noted that we have begun 
using a Direct Payment form so that a check can be sent directly to contractors 
instead of a two-party check mailed to the homeowner. Some contractors are 
asking people to sign it before they start construction. Other difficulties noted 
were that there are not enough inspectors, it is hard to find laborers, the length 
of time engineers take to complete a plan and the time DEP takes to review it, 
interior plumbing complications and trucking costs. Fill material is becoming 
harder to get.  
 
Alicia Terry informed the Committee about Schoharie County’s moratorium on 
spreading biosolids on fields. Biosolids are made from wastewater treatment 
sludge. They are highly concentrated with per and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS), heavy metals and pharmaceuticals. Livestock manure has a much higher 
water content and though PFAS and metals may be present, they are in far 
lower concentrations. New York State Department of Ag & Markets defends the 
practice of spreading biosolids. DEC regulations on biosolid spreading are less 
stringent than for livestock manure. Contractors who spread livestock manure 
on farms must register with DEC and keep records.  
 
Biosolids must be spread within three days of delivery. A delivery at one farm 
caught fire. There are several counties enacting moratoriums on biosolids. The 
issue was brought to Schoharie County’s attention by farmers.  
 
The Climate Act New York State enacted aims to move sludge out of landfills. 
Spreading it on fields may not be a good idea. Biosolids are coming from Boston. 
There are carbon filters that will trap PFAS, but they are expensive.  
 
Crops are not being tested. Only soils are. PFAS are carcinogenic and they are 
everywhere. They have been found in the Arctic Circle.  
 
The State is proposing a five-year moratorium on biosolid spreading. Sludge 
costs at wastewater treatment plants will increase. Tom Hoyt said that the 
Town of Windham filters lead and copper out of its water and hauls sludge to a 
registered landfill.  
 
Jason briefly reviewed the program funding chart. Currently there are enough 
funds available for 102 new projects. Jason thanked DEP for adding $6.5 million 
to the Septic Program next year.  
 

V. The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for June 3, 2025. 
 
          VI.          The meeting was adjourned at 10:27 AM.  


