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Catskill Watershed Corporation 

 669 County Hwy 38  Suite 1  Arkville, NY 12406 

 

Tel: (845) 586 -1400 
Fax: (845) 586 -1401 

Website: www.cwconline.org 
 

 

EMAIL COVER SHEET 
To:  SEPTIC COMMITTEE 

 

ATTN: Tina Molé   Karen Stainbrook   Jim Ellis  

Richard Parete   George Hayne, Jr.  

Alicia Terry   Thomas Hoyt    

Allen Hinkley    Shilo Williams 

   

           

CC: CWC Staff, John Schwartz, Michael Meyer, Matthew Giannetta, Thomas Stalter, 

Gerson Tavarez and Aaron Bennett 

     

SUBJECT: SEPTIC COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 

DATE:  Tuesday, November 3, 2026 

TIME: START: Immediately Following Wastewater 

LOCATION: Catskill Watershed Corporation Building 

 

 

Additional Instructions: 

Please be advised that the Septic Committee meeting has been scheduled. Below please find 

the agenda and minutes from the previous meeting. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact Mitchell Hull.  
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AGENDA 

CATSKILL WATERSHED COPRPORATION 

SEPTIC COMMITTEE MEETING 

November 3, 2026 Following Wastewater 

I. Call to Order

II. Review of Last Meeting’s Minutes

III. Septic Programs: Take Offs Attached

a. Sarah Bronilla Over $30,000

b. David Honig over $30,000

c. Carolyn Lazard over $30,000

d. Lost Clove Ventures LLC (Val D’isere) over $30,000

e. Sead Celic additional cost

f. Ashley Domers additional cost

g. Kevin Meade additional cost

h. Christopher Miller additional cost

i. Audrey Morales additional cost

j. Tara Smalls additional cost

k. Mark VanGorden additional cost

l. Roberta M. Warfield Irrevocable Trust additional cost

m. Steven Zerega additional cost

n. Jennifer Healey second time repair eligibility

o. Peg Merrill second time repair eligibility

p. John Rolland second time repair eligibility

q. Switlana Breigle Septic Appeal
r. Septic Maintenance

s. Septic Cluster

t. Septic Update

u. Pump Repair

v. Contingency

w. Other

x. Schedule for the next meeting December 1, 2026

y. Adjournment
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Catskill Watershed Corporation 
Septic Committee Meeting 

                                                                         October 6, 2026 
Draft Minutes 

Attendance: 
 
Committee Members: Tina Molé (Director), Richard Parete (Director), Alicia Terry (Director), 
James Ellis (Director), George Haynes (Director), Allen Hinkley (Director), Thomas Hoyt 
(Director), Jason Merwin (CWC), Shilo Williams (NYCDEP) 
 
Others: Renee Alexander (CWC), Renee Antonette (CWC), Zach Baldwin-Way (CWC), Rena 
Baker (CWC by Zoom), Lindsay Ballard (CWC), Aaron Bennett (NYCDEP), Donald Brown 
(CWC), Nick Carbone (Delaware County Watershed Affairs Coordinator by Zoom), Joseph 
Cetta (Director), Timothy Cox (CWC), Lindsay Drew (NYSDOS), Kyle Faraci (CWC), Jessica 
Fiedler (CWC), Matthew Gianetta (NYCDEP by Zoom), Kristina Gutchess (NYSDEC), Matthew 
Holbrook (CWC), Mitchell Hull (CWC), John Jacobson (CWC), Innes Kasanof (Director), Lynn 
Kavanagh (CWC), Ken Kosinski (CWC by Zoom), Kristina Gutchess (NYSDEC), John Kosier 
(Director), David Lane (CWC), Joan Lawrence-Bauer (The Walton Reporter), Michael Maloney 
(NYSDOH), James Martin (CWC), Christopher Matthews (Director), Michael Meyers (NYCDEP), 
Dymitry Ostapyshyn (NYCDEP by Zoom), Pat Palmer (NYSDOH), Barbara Puglisi (CWC), Nick 
Sadler (NYCDEP), John Schwartz (NYCDEP), Jeff Senterman (Director), James Sofranko 
(Director), Karen Stainbrook (NYSDEC), Thomas Stalter (NYCDEP by Zoom), Brian Sullivan 
(CWC), Morgan Tarbell (NYSDOH by Zoom), Gerson Tavarez (NYCDEP), Pauline Wanjugi 
(NYSDOH by Zoom), Gemma Young (CWC)  

 
I.       Alicia Terry called the meeting to order at 9:26 AM. 

 
II. Minutes from the September 2026 Committee Meeting were reviewed and approved 

as written.  
 

III.  Septic Program: 
 

A. Alto Costa Farms, LLC (Arlene Miller) Over $30,000.00: This residence is located 
at 3381 Whiskey Hollow Road, Hobart, New York 13788 in the Town of Harpersfield. 
CWC staff determined that the septic system is failing. The engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Boyle Excavating Inc. Arlene Miller, 
representative of Alto Costa Farms LLC, signed into the program on August 12, 2026. 
The Design Application was received by NYCDEP on July 24, 2026, and deemed 
complete on August 11, 2026. The septic system design was recommended for 
NYCDEP Design Approval on September 2, 2026. The two-year project deadline is 
August 12, 2028. The proposed septic system will serve a three-bedroom house. 
Major components of this system include one 1,000-gallon septic tank, a siphon 
chamber, 153 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 280 
cubic yards of absorption fill material, 210 linear feet of absorption trench, 120 linear 
feet of curtain drain, 90 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 240 linear feet of 
access road, remove one tree and site restoration. The owner received a quote of 
$57,445.17 for this project. This amount is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of 
construction based on the Schedule of Values. This is a secondary residence eligible 
for 60% reimbursement. $57,445.17 X 60% = $34,467.10. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
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reimburse Alto Costa Farms, LLC, in the amount not to exceed $34,467.10 to build 
their septic system. 

 
B. Lindsey Bauer Over $30,000.00: Ms. Bauer’s residence is located at 1265-1267 

Oliverea Road, Big Indian, New York 12410 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. 
The contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavation. Ms. Bauer signed into the program 
on June 25, 2026. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on September 1, 
2026, and deemed complete on September 14, 2026. Her septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on September 14, 2026. Ms. Bauer’s 
two-year deadline is June 25, 2028. Her proposed septic system will serve a four-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,250-gallon septic tank, 
73 linear feet of gravity pipe, three distribution boxes, 300 linear feet of Presby pipe, 
35 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 58 linear feet of vent pipe, 167 linear feet of swale, 140 
linear feet of access road, spread and reclaim excess material, remove 40 trees and 
site restoration. Three quotes were submitted to the homeowner. They were 
$45,250.00, $47,740.88 and $49,185.54. The lowest quote, submitted by Estes 
Plumbing & Excavation, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction 
based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Lindsey Bauer in the amount not 
to exceed $45,250.00 to build her septic system. 
 

C. James Bouton Over $30,000.00: Mr. Bouton’s residence is located at 2600 Vega 
Mountain Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. The engineer is John Bolger, P.E. The 
contractor is Jim Peters Excavating LLC. Mr. Bouton signed into the program on 
March 4, 2026. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on August 22, 2025, 
and deemed complete on September 3, 2025. His septic system design was 
recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on June 10, 2026. Mr. Bouton’s two-
year deadline is March 4, 2028. His proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000-gallon septic tank, 
a siphon chamber, 88 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution 
box, 190 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 240 linear feet of absorption trench, 
93 linear feet of curtain drain, 52 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 93 linear 
feet of swale, 280 linear feet of access road, bucket material, spread and reclaim 
spoils from tank excavations and site restoration. Three quotes were submitted to 
the homeowner for this project. They were $68,798.50. $69,665.20 and $70,082.10. 
The lowest quote, submitted by Jim Peters Excavating LLC, is within 10% pf the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse James Bouton in the amount not to exceed $68,798.50 to build his septic 
system.  
 

D. Marta Castaing Over $30,000.00: Ms. Castaing’s residence is located at 3 Quarry 
Road, Shandaken, New York 12480 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC staff determined 
that her septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The 
contractor is Sam I Am Excavating & Tree Service. Ms. Castaing signed into the 
program on March 20, 2026. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
September 4, 2026, and deemed complete on September 14, 2026. Her septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on September 14, 2026. Ms. 
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Castaing’s two-year deadline is March 20, 2028. Her proposed septic system will 
serve a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000-
gallon septic tank, 92 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution 
box, 240 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 240 linear feet of absorption trench, 
200 linear feet of curtain drain, 35 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 145 linear 
feet of access road, remove 16 trees, a temporary culvert, set the septic tank with a 
large excavator and site restoration. Sam I Am Excavating & Tree Service submitted 
a quote of $56,511.91 to the homeowner for this project. This amount is within 10% 
of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. This is a 
secondary residence eligible for 60% reimbursement. $56,511.91 X 60% = 
$33,907.15. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Marta Castaing in the amount not to exceed 
$33,907.15 to build her septic system. 
 

E. John Fennell Over $30,000.00: Mr. Fennell’s residence is located at 370 Taylor 
Road, Delhi, New York 13753 in the Town of Meredith. CWC staff determined that 
his septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Headwaters Engineering, PLLC. 
The contractor is G.C. Landscaping & Excavation, Inc., Mr. Fennell signed into the 
program on June 24, 2026. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
November 21, 2025, and deemed complete on December 1, 2025. His septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on February 27, 2026. Mr. 
Fennell’s two-year deadline is June 24, 2028. His proposed septic system will serve 
a three-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000-gallon 
septic tank, a pump chamber, 30 linear feet of gravity pipe, 95 linear feet of force 
main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 90 cubic yards of absorption fill 
material, 140 linear feet of absorption trench, 170 linear feet of access road, 
remove 20 trees and site restoration. G.C. Landscaping & Excavation, Inc. submitted 
a quote of $56,912.47 to the homeowner for this project. This amount is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. 
This is a secondary residence eligible for 60% reimbursement. $56,912.47 X 60% = 
$34,147.48. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse John Fennell in the amount not to exceed 
$34,147.48 to build his septic system. 
 

F. Wayne Lopes Over $30,000.00: Mr. Lopes’ residence is located at 2107 Platte 
Clove Road, Elka Park, New York 12427 in the Town of Hunter. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is failing. The engineer is Praetorius & Conrad, 
P.C. The contractor is Craig Bates Trucking & Excavating Inc. Mr. Lopes signed into 
the program on November 7, 2025. His Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on March 20, 2026, and deemed complete on June 23, 2026. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on June 23, 2026. 
Mr. Lopes’ two-year deadline is November 7, 2027. His proposed septic system will 
serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000-
gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 53 linear feet of gravity pipe, 39 linear feet of 
force main, an effluent filter, 90 cubic yards of absorption fill material, two peat 
modules, 100 linear feet of access road and site restoration. Craig Bates Trucking & 
Excavation Inc. submitted a quote of $34,995.00 to the homeowner for this project. 
This amount is below the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
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Board of Directors to reimburse Wayne Lopes in the amount not to exceed 
$34,995.00 to build his septic system. 
 

G. Stephen Lyman Over $30,000.00: Mr. Lyman’s residence is located at 6641 Fall 
Clove Road, Delancey, New York 13752 in the Town of Andes. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Delaware Bulldozing Corp. Mr. Lyman signed 
into the program on July 16, 2025. His Design Application was received by NYCDEP 
on May 7, 2026, and deemed complete on May 27, 2026. His septic system design 
was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 18, 2026. Mr. Lyman’s 
two-year deadline is July 16, 2027. His proposed septic system will serve a three-
bedroom house. Major components of this system include a 1,000-gallon septic 
tank, a pump chamber, 21 linear feet of gravity pipe, 20 linear feet of force main, 
one distribution box, 515 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 175 linear feet of 
Presby pipe, 20 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 124 linear feet of vent pipe, 75 linear feet 
of curtain drain, 40 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 55 linear feet of access 
road, bucket material, a subpanel, spread and reclaim excess material from tank 
excavations and site restoration. Three quotes were submitted to the owner for this 
project. They were $75,695.00, $79,532.92 and $83,500.00. The lowest quote, 
submitted by Delaware Bulldozing Corp., is within 10% of the staff estimated cost 
of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The Committee recommended that 
a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Stephen Lyman 
in the amount not to exceed $75,695.00 to build his septic system. 
 

H. Keri Moller Over $30,000.00: Ms. Moller’s residence is located at 676 Wittenberg 
Road, Mount Tremper, New York 12457 in the Town of Woodstock. CWC staff 
determined that her septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Brinnier & Larios, 
P.C. The contractor is Chad Davis Contracting, Inc. Ms. Moller signed into the 
program on July 28, 2025. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
February 21, 2026, and deemed complete on March 2, 2026. Her septic system 
design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on March 2, 2026. Ms. 
Moller’s two-year deadline is July 28, 2027. Her proposed septic system will serve a 
two-bedroom house. Ms. Moller is adding a one-bedroom cottage. Costs for the 
cottage will be her responsibility. Major components of this system include a 1,000-
gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 34 linear feet of gravity pipe, 110 linear feet of 
force main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 150 linear feet of absorption 
trench, 15 linear feet of steel sleeve, saw-cut pavement, remove stumps, remove 
one tall tree and site restoration. Chad Davis Contracting, Inc. submitted a quote of 
$37,890.77 to the owner for this project. This amount is within 10% of the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. Staff have 
determined that a reasonable cost for septic system components serving the new 
cottage is $3,306.16. Staff have determined that a reasonable cost for septic system 
components serving the new cottage is $3,306.16. Staff determined determined 
that a reasonable cost for septic system components serving the new cottage is 
$3,306.16. Staff determined that a reasonable cost for septic system components 
serving the new cottage is $3,306.16. $37,890.77 - $3,306.16 = $34,584.61. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse Keri Moller in the amount not to exceed $34,584.61 to build 
her septic system. 
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I. Marcello Ribeiro Over $30,000.00: Mr. Ribeiro’s residence is located at 100 
Balace Road, Sundown, New York 12740 in the Town of Denning. CWC staff 
determined that his septic system is likely to fail. The engineers are Medenbach, 
Eggers & Carr, P.C. The contractor is R. Hoffstatter Construction, Inc. Mr. Ribeiro 
signed into the program on March 6, 2025. His Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on August 14, 2025, and deemed complete on September 25, 2025. His 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on 
September 25, 2025. Mr. Ribeiro’s two-year deadline is March 6, 2027. His 
proposed septic system will serve a one-bedroom house. Major components of this 
system include a 1,000-gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 9 linear feet of gravity 
pipe, 50 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 100 linear 
feet of Presby pipe, 15 cubic yards of C-33 sand, set the tanks with a large excavator 
spread and reclaim excess material and site restoration. R. Hoffstatter Construction, 
Inc. submitted a quote of $34,800.00 to the owner for this project. This amount is 
within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of 
Values. A quote approval letter was mistakenly sent to Mr. Ribeiro and his 
contractor in April 2026. Construction was completed in July 2026. Mitch asked 
that a resolution go before the Board of Directors today to reimburse Marcello 
Ribeiro for this project. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors today, October 6, 2026, to reimburse Marcello Ribeiro 
in the amount not to exceed $34,800.00 to build his septic system. 
 

J. Timothy Strawderman Over $30,000.00: Mr. Strawderman’s residence is located 
at 49 Herdman Road, Phoenicia, New York 12464 in the Town of Shandaken. CWC 
staff determined that his septic system is likely to fail. The engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Catskills Tradesmen LLC. Mr. Strawderman 
signed into the program on October 18, 2024. His Design Application was received 
by NYCDEP on July 24, 2025, and deemed complete on September 3, 2025. His 
septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 28, 
2026. Mr. Strawderman’s two-year deadline is October 18, 2026. His proposed 
septic system will serve a two-bedroom house. Major components of this system 
include a 1,000-gallon septic tank, a pump chamber, 14 linear feet of gravity pipe, 
60 linear feet of force main, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 150 cubic yards 
of absorption fill material, 105 linear feet of Presby pipe, 12 cubic yards of C-33 
sand, 95 linear feet of swale, 50 linear feet of access road, remove 75 trees and site 
restoration. Three quotes were submitted to the owner. They were $59,380.69, 
$64,700.00 and $66.785.00 The lowest quote, submitted by Catskills Tradesmen, 
LLC, is within 10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule 
of Values. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Timothy Strawderman in the amount not to exceed 
$59,380.69 to build his septic system. 
 

K. HD Rentals LLC (Pineville Trailer Park) Over $30,000.00: The Pineville Trailer 
Park is located at 25033 State Highway 10, Walton, New York 13856 in the Town of 
Walton. This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement under the Expanded 
Septic Program. CWC staff determined that the septic system for the Main House is 
likely to fail. The engineer is Steele Brook Engineering PLLC. The contractor is 
Louie Banker Contracting. Phillip Hanley, Managing Member, signed into the 
program on May 15, 2025. His septic system design was recommended for NYCDEP 
Design Approval on May 5, 2026. The two-year project deadline is May 15, 2027. 
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The proposed septic system will serve a four-bedroom house. Major components of 
this system include one 1,000-gallon septic tank, one 1,250-gallon septic tank, 65 
linear feet of gravity pipe, two distribution boxes, 480 linear feet of Presby pipe, 44 
cubic yards of C-33 sand, 50 linear feet of vent pipe, spread and reclaim excess 
material. remove one tree and brush and site restoration. Three quotes were 
submitted to the owner for this project. They were $49,855.00, $58,625.00 and 
$61,650.00. The lowest quote, submitted by Louie Banker Contracting, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to reimburse HD Rentals LLC in the amount not to exceed $49,855.00 to 
build their septic system. 

 
L. Kenard Bunkley Additional Cost: Mr. Bunkley’s residence is located at 161 Pine 

Hill Road, Highmount, New York 12441 in the Town of Shandaken. The engineer is 
Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Josh Construction Inc. This project was 
previously approved for $48,355.16. Large rocks and boulders were encountered 
while excavating for the absorption field and curtain drain. A hammer was needed 
to remove rock from the curtain drain area. The excavation was wider than normal 
and additional crushed stone and random fill was required to complete it. The 
engineer requested that the contractor provide sandy gravel to backfill the 
trenches. Random fill material was needed to backfill the septic tank and pump 
chamber because native soil was not suitable. The contractor has requested 
$13,671.90 for the added work. Staff believe this is a reasonable and justified 
amount. The total project cost will be $62,027.06. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Kenard 
Bunkley in the amount not to exceed $13,671.90 for additional costs to build his 
septic system. 
 

M. Joseph Ferrari Additional Cost: Mr. Ferrari’s residence is located at 5202 Route 
23C, Jewett, New York 12444 in the Town of Jewett. The engineer is Praetorius & 
Conrad, P.C. The contractor is Kevin Thompson Excavating. This project was 
previously approved for $26,589.60. Shallow bedrock was encountered while 
excavating for the septic tank, pump chamber and force main. The contractor 
hammered for 16 hours to attain necessary depths. Spoils had to be spread and 
reclaimed on site. The contractor has requested $9,104.00 for the added work. Staff 
believe this is a reasonable and justified amount. This is a secondary residence 
eligible for 60% reimbursement. $9,104.00 X 60% = $5,462.40. The total project 
cost will be $32,052.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Joseph Ferrari in the amount not to 
exceed $5,462.40 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
N. Clifford Freeman Additional Costs Over $30,000.00: Mr. Freeman’s residence is 

located at 195 Schumway Road, Neversink, New York 12765 in the Town of 
Neversink. CWC staff determined that his septic system is failing. The engineer is 
Peak Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Sheeley Oil Excavating Inc. Mr. Freeman 
signed into the program on May 8, 2025. His Design Application was received by 
NYCDEP on February 25, 2026, and deemed complete on March 11, 2026. His septic 
system design was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on April 8, 2026. 
Mr. Freeman’s two-year deadline is May 8, 2027. His proposed septic system will 
serve a two-bedroom house. This project was previously approved $2,091.00 for a 
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1,000-gallon septic tank in 2005. Major components of this project include a siphon 
chamber, 125 linear feet of gravity pipe, an effluent filter, one distribution box, 160 
linear feet of absorption trench, 276 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 95 
linear feet of curtain drain, 70 linear feet of curtain drain outlet pipe, 205 linear feet 
of swale, remove seven trees and site restoration. Sheeley Oil Excavating Inc. 
submitted a quote to the homeowner for $31,985.00. This amount is below the staff 
estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The total project 
cost will be $34,076.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Clifford Freeman in the amount not to 
exceed $31,985.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
 

O. Golden Woodlands, LLC (Steven Golden, Managing Member) Additional Cost: 
Mr. Golden’s residence is located at 724-728 High Point Mountain Road, West 
Shokan, New York 12494 in the Town of Olive. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. 
The contractor is Burns Enterprises LLC. This project was previously approved for 
$55,883.65. Rock was encountered while excavating for the septic tank, dosing 
chamber and gravity pipe. The contractor hammered for 16 hours to attain 
necessary depths. Excavated rock was unsuitable for backfill. The contractor had to 
bring 30 cubic yards of random fill material to backfill these components. The 
contractor has requested $8,523.00 for the added work. Staff believe this is a 
reasonable and justified amount. This is a secondary residence eligible for 60% 
reimbursement. $8,523.00 X 60% = $5,113.80. The total project cost will be 
$60,997.45. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Golden Woodlands LLC in the amount not to 
exceed $5,113.80 for additional costs to build their septic system. 

 
P. Veronica Gomez Additional Cost: Ms. Gomez’s residence is located at 6689 Route 

10, Hobart, New York 13788 in the Town of Stamford. The engineer is Headwaters 
Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Boyle Excavating Inc. This project was 
previously approved for $111,181.97. The design called for removing one tree. 
While installing the effluent line, roots of two more trees were severely damaged. 
The engineer determined that it was best to remove them. The contractor has 
requested $5,610.00 for the added work. Staff believe this is a reasonable and 
justified amount. The total project cost will be $116,791.97. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Veronica Gomez in the amount not to exceed $5.610.00 for additional 
costs to build her septic system. 

 
Q. Cheryl Hofsdal Additional Cost: Ms. Hofsdal’s residence is located at 2644 Perch 

Lake Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. The engineer is 
Headwaters Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Delaware Bulldozing Corp. This 
project was previously approved for $86,927.00. The contractor was required to 
bring an additional five loads of stackable wall block, 45 cubic yards of absorption 
fill material and 45 cubic yards of backfill drainage material for the retaining wall. 
The contractor has requested $11,677.30 for the added work. Staff believe 
$11,177.30 is a reasonable and justified cost. The total project cost will be 
$98.104.30. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Cheryl Hofsdal in the amount not to exceed 
$11,177.30 for additional costs to build her septic system. 
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R. Dragos Ianau Additional Cost: Mr. Ianau’s residence is located at 63 Dave Road, 
Margaretville, New York 12455 in the Town of Middletown. The engineer is Rex 
Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Estes Plumbing & Excavation. This project was 
previously approved for $6,129.98. Large rocks and boulders had to be removed 
from trench areas to install the absorption field. The engineer directed the 
contractor to bring sandy gravel to install and backfill trenches. Excavated rock was 
spread and reclaimed on site. The contractor has requested $6,188.40 for the added 
work. Staff believe this is a reasonable and justified amount. The total project cost 
will be $68,318.38. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Dragos Ianau in the amount not to 
exceed $6,188.40 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
S. Anne Kaufhold Additional Costs Over $30,000.00: Ms. Kaufhold’s residence is 

located at 7216 Route 28, Shandaken, New York 12480 in the Town of Shandaken. 
CWC staff determined that her septic system is failing. The engineer is Rex Sanford, 
P.E. The contractor is Eberhardt Excavation LLC. Ms. Kaufhold signed into the 
program on April 26, 2025. Her Design Application was received by NYCDEP on 
July 8, 2026, and deemed complete on August 8, 2026. Her septic system design 
was recommended for NYCDEP Design Approval on August 4, 2026. Ms. Kaufhold’s 
two-year deadline is April 26, 2027. Her proposed septic system will serve a two-
bedroom house. This project was previously approved $12,600.00 for a 1,000-
gallon septic tank installation by a different contractor in 2025. Major components 
of this project include a pump chamber, 5 linear feet of gravity pipe, 110 linear feet 
of force main, one distribution box, 10 cubic yards of absorption fill material, 150 
linear feet of Presby pipe, 32 cubic yards of C-33 sand, 21 linear feet of vent pipe, 
170 linear feet of access road, set the pump chamber with a large excavator, shuttle 
material over a steep slope, spread and reclaim excess material and site restoration. 
Three quotes were submitted to the owner. They were $38,619.01, $39,633.86 and 
$40,552.97. The lowest quote, submitted by Eberhardt Excavation, LLC, is within 
10% of the staff estimated cost of construction based on the Schedule of Values. The 
total project cost will be $51,219.01. The Committee recommended that a 
resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse Anne Kaufhold in 
the amount not to exceed $38,619.01 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
 

T. David Melville Additional Costs: Mr. Melville’s residence is located at 14 
Mountain Valley Road, Boiceville, New York 12412 in the Town of Olive. The 
engineer is Joseph M. Boek, P.E. The contractor is Eberhardt Excavation, LLC. This 
project was previously approved for $43,849.00. The owner’s driveway became 
damaged during construction. The contractor utilized 16 additional road plates to 
prevent further damage. The contractor has requested $7,920.00 for the added 
work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost 
will be $51,769.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse David Melville in the amount not to 
exceed $7,920.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
U. Sherri Reddick Additional Costs: Ms. Reddick’s residence is located at 97 Sickler 

Road, Lake Hill, New York 12448 in the Town of Woodstock. The engineer is Rex 
Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Chad Davis Contracting, Inc. This project was 
previously approved for $50,586.01. Large boulders were encountered in the 
absorption field area during construction. The contractor had to hammer for a day 
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and a half. Groundwater filled the septic tank excavation. A pump was utilized to 
de-water it. The contractor has requested $5,097.00 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. This is a secondary residence 
eligible for 60% reimbursement. $5,097.00 X 60% = $3,058.20. The total project 
cost will be $53,644.21. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Sherri Reddick in the amount not to 
exceed $3,058.20 for additional costs to build her septic system. 

 
 

V. John Reichle Additional Costs: Mr. Reichle’s residence is located at 939 Clove 
Road, Hobart, New York 13788 in the Town of Stamford. The engineer is 
Headwaters Engineering, PLLC. The contractor is Boyle Excavating Inc. This project 
was previously approved for $58,691.41. A graywater line not identified on the 
design drawing was discovered during construction. The line had to be replaced 
from the house to the new septic tank. The contractor has requested $842.02 for 
the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total 
project cost will be $59,533.43. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to reimburse John Reichle in the amount not 
to exceed $842.02 for additional costs to build his septic system. 
 

W. Oscar Sierra Additional Costs: Mr. Sierra’s residence is located at 909 Silas Lake 
Road, Fleischmanns Road, 12430 in the Town of Halcott. The engineer is John 
Bolger, P.E. The contractor is G.C. Landscaping & Excavation, Inc. This project was 
previously approved for $47,537.22 The contractor had to move the absorption 
field down the hill, due to the well location. Seventy-five additional yards of 
absorption fill material, 35 linear feet of access road, extending the curtain drain 20 
linear feet, adding 40 linear feet of curtain drain outlet was required, A culvert was 
discharging in the direction of the absorption field. The contractor installed 125 
linear feet of swale to direct water away from the new septic system. The 
contractor has requested $8,388.66 for the added work. This amount appears to be 
reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be $55,925.88. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Oscar Sierra in the amount not to exceed $8,388.66 for additional costs 
to build his septic system. 

 
X. Jerome Sprecher Additional Costs: Mr. Sprecher’s residence is located at 975 

Hardscrabble Road, Roxbury, New York 12474 in the Town of Roxbury. The 
engineer is John Bolger, P.E. The contractor is Jim Peters Excavating LLC. This 
project was previously approved for $63,391.90. Concrete tanks could not be used 
due to location on the site. The engineer directed the contractor to replace them 
with poly tanks. Poly tanks are lighter and can be carried with a small excavator. An 
old barn foundation was encountered during installation of the force main. The 
contractor had to hammer through it. Groundwater was encountered while 
excavating for the tanks. A 60 linear foot drain was installed around the tanks to 
prevent infiltration. The contractor had to install an additional 115 linear feet of 
force main due to a scaling error. The contractor has requested $5,851.93 for the 
added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project 
cost will be $69,243.83. Committee members noted that this engineer has made 
three errors resulting in additional costs. Jason said we are trying to hold engineers 
more accountable. He pointed out the engineer’s checklist. It requires engineers to 
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check interior plumbing. They must note if tree removal is expected, whether an 
access road is needed or if gutter downspouts discharge in the direction of septic 
tanks. It asks engineers if there are buried electric lines, water supply lines or 
propane services in proposed septic system. areas A Committee member asked if 
there is a way we could go back on engineers. We already have a shortage of 
engineers. We are trying to get them to design more systems. The Committee 
recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to 
reimburse Jerome Sprecher in the amount not to exceed $5,851.93 for additional 
costs to build his septic system. 
 

Y. Nelson K. Weaver Additional Costs: Mr. Weaver’s residence is located at 75 Tex 
Weaver Road, Andes, New York 13731 in the Town of Andes. The engineer is Steele 
Brook Engineering PLLC. The contractor is LaFever Excavating Inc. This project was 
previously approved for $69,750.00. After construction, it became apparent that 
groundwater was compromising the system. The engineer believes it is infiltrating 
through the existing septic tank and dosing chamber. He has proposed replacing 
both tanks. The contractor has requested $13,710.00 for the added work. This 
amount appears to be reasonable and justified. The total project cost will be 
$83,460.00. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to reimburse Nelson K. Weaver in the amount not to exceed 
$13,710.00 for additional costs to build his septic system. 

 
Z. Winnisook Inc. (Fairservice Residence) Additional Costs: The Winnisook Club 

Fairservice Residence is located at 71 Winnisook Club Road, Oliverea, New York 
12410. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Mammoth Excavation, 
Inc. This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement through the Expanded Septic 
Program. It was previously approved for $146,782.16. Rock was encountered 
during construction. The contractor hammered for 19,5 hours to attain necessary 
depths for the tanks. Broken rock was spread on the site. Additional restoration 
was required to cover it. The contractor has requested $18,295.00 for the added 
work. The total project cost will be $165,077.16. Jason pointed out that if the 
Winnisook Club houses were individual residences, they would be eligible for 60% 
reimbursement. By qualifying under Expanded Septic Program Rules, they are 
eligible for 100%. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to reimburse Winnisook Inc. in the amount not to 
exceed $18,295.00 for additional costs to build their septic system. 

 
AA. Winnisook Inc. (VanKleeck Residence) Additional Costs: The Winnisook 

Club VanKleeck Residence is located at 81 Winnisook Club Road, Oliverea, New 
York 12410. The engineer is Rex Sanford, P.E. The contractor is Mammoth 
Excavation, Inc. This project is eligible for 100% reimbursement through the 
Expanded Septic Program. It was previously approved for $129,496.13. Rock was 
encountered during construction. The contractor hammered for 24 hours to attain 
necessary depths for the tanks. Broken rock was spread on the site. Additional 
restoration was required to cover it. The contractor has requested $25,490.00 for 
the added work. The total project cost will be $154,986.13. A discussion arose over 
cost effectiveness and whether more houses tied together might be less costly to 
build. The next design coming for the Winnisook Club will tie two to six houses 
together. Lots on the remaining are smaller and will be more difficult sites for 
septic systems. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
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the Board of Directors to reimburse Winnisook Inc. in the amount not to exceed 
$25,490.00 for additional costs to build their septic system. 

 
BB.           Jeffrey Knapp Second Time Repair: Mr. Knapp’s residence is in the Town of 

Kortright, Section, Block and Lot number 50-1-14. This project was paid for in 2012 
under the Priority 7 Program. The pump failed and has been replaced. Risers 
should be added to the tank. The owner had a maintenance pump out done in 2026. 
The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve Jeffrey Knapp for a second time repair. 

 
CC.           Shannon Lane Second Time Repair: Mr. Lane’s residence is in the Town of 

Windham, Section, Block and Lot number 96.17-1-12. This project was paid for in 
2011 under the Priority 7 Program. The only way the pump will run is with the 
manual switch. The absorption field is wet. Staff believe that the failure in the field 
may be due to running the pump with the switch. Their recommendation is to fix 
the pump and see if that absorption field will work again. If the field continues to be 
wet, a replacement will be needed. The owner had maintenance pump outs in 2016 
and 2026. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the 
Board of Directors to approve Shannon Lane for a second time repair. 

 
DD.      Vincent Lenoir Second Time Repair: Mr. Lenoir’s residence is in the Town 

of Roxbury, Section, Block and Lot number 134-1-30. This project was paid for in 
2014 under the Priority 7 Program under a previous owner. Groundwater is 
infiltrating the pump chamber. The seal needs to be checked. The pump chamber 
may need to be replaced. The owner had maintenance pump outs done in 2021 and 
2026. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to approve Vincent Lenoir for a second time repair. 

 
EE.           Nelta Miller Second Time Repair: Ms. Miller’s residence is in the Town of 

Gilboa, Section, Block and Lot number 207-3-7. This project was paid for in 2009 
under the Priority 5 Program. The pump failed and groundwater is infiltrating the 
pump chamber. The owner had a maintenance pump out done in 2026, The 
Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board of 
Directors to approve Nelta Miller for a second time repair. 

 
FF.           Tracy Moore Second Time Repair: Mr. Moore’s residence is in the Town of 

Stamford, Section, Block and Lot number 107-1-8. This project was paid for in 2014 
under the Priority 7 Program. Pump chamber components need repair. Staff believe 
floats are switched around. There may be wiring issues. The owner had 
maintenance pump outs done in 2017 and 2022. The Committee recommended 
that a resolution be brought before the Board of Directors to approve Tracy Moore 
for a second time repair. 

 
 

 
GG.      Norman Muller Second Time Repair: Mr. Muller’s residence is in the Town 

of Gilboa, Section, Block and Lot number 198-2-1.12. This project was paid for in 
2010 under the Priority 4 Program. Pump chamber components need repair, and 
risers need to be sealed. The owner had maintenance pump outs done in 2015 and 



  12 
 

 

2022. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before the Board 
of Directors to approve Norman Muller for a second time repair. 
 

HH.       Saturnina Ramos Second Time Repair: Ms. Ramos’ residence is in the 
Town of Middletown, Section, Block and Lot number 286-1-38. This project was 
paid for in 2006 under the Priority 4 Program. Pump chamber components need 
repair, and a riser needs to be added. The owner had maintenance pump outs done 
in 2015 and 2022. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought 
before the Board of Directors to approve Saturnina Ramos for a second time repair. 

 
II.      Kimberly Rice-Bickel Second Time Repair: Ms. Rice-Bickel’s residence is in 

the Town of Hurley, Section, Block and Lot number 37.4-1-2. This project was paid 
for in 2014 under the Priority 1B Program. The pump failed and has been replaced. 
The owner claims to have had three maintenance pump outs done. We only have 
record of one done in 2026. The Committee recommended that a resolution be 
brought before the Board of Directors to approve Saturnina Ramos for a second 
time repair. 

 
 

JJ.        Axel Rudolph Second Time Repair: Mr. Rudolph’s residence is in the Town 
of Shandaken, Section, Block and Lot number 1.3-1-40.100. This project was paid 
for in 2012 under the Priority 7 Program. Pump chamber components need repair. 
When the pump comes on, the alarm rings. The owner had a maintenance pump out 
done in 2021. The Committee recommended that a resolution be brought before 
the Board of Directors to approve Axel Rudolph for a second time repair. 
 

KK.         Septic Maintenance: Mitch reported that pump out costs were reimbursed 
to 98 property owners last month. A total of 541 pump out costs have been 
reimbursed this year.  
 

 
LL.           Septic Cluster: Jason informed the Committee that CFF funds planned to 

help the Town of Middletown move forward with the Clovesville cluster system will 
not be needed. The Town has decided to pay costs and go to the State for 
reimbursement.  
 

MM.           Septic Update: Mitch Hull reported that 33 septic system repair costs were 
reimbursed to property owners last month. Property owners have been 
reimbursed for 158    septic system repair costs in 2026.  

 
 

NN.            Other:  
Jeffrey Breigle Septic Appeal: Mr. Breigle’s appeal will be reviewed at 

the November Septic Committee meeting. 
 
Constance Herndon Septic Appeal: Ms. Herndon did not appear before 

the Committee. Her septic system project was completed in September 2025. Over 
the winter she experienced flooding in her basement. She had never had flooding 
before. In an email she said, “At first we hoped this would resolve itself but after the 
last time we had Titan come in and they found that the cellar drain pipe had been 
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crushed. That pipe ran out from under the house in the vicinity of the waste pipe 
and it must have sustained damage when heavy machinery was digging in that 
zone.”  

 
Josh Slater of Josh Construction Inc., the contractor, and Rex Sanford, P.E., the 
engineer, advised Ms. Herndon to contact CWC. The drain was not identified on the 
plan.  

 
Tim Cox said that CWC does not warranty a contractor’s work. All we can 
reimburse for are components that treat wastewater. Innes Kasanoff said that we 
have helped others before with similar circumstances. We do not know if it was a 
contractor error. Tim pointed out that it was reported four to six months later.  

 
Tina Molé made a motion to deny Constance Herndon’s appeal. George Haynes 
seconded the motion. The Committee voted unanimously to deny Constance 
Herndon’s Septic Appeal. 
 

               IV.         The next Septic Committee Meeting was scheduled for November 3, 2026. 
 

          V.         The meeting was adjourned at 10:23 AM.  
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Sarah Bronilla Over $30,000: 
Address: 7047 County Highway 2, Delancey, NY 13752 

Town: Andes 

Bedrooms: 4 

Engineer: Steele Brook Engineering 

Contractor: J. Mondore Excavating 

Sign In Date: 1/13/25 

Design Application Received By DEP: 5/23/25 

Design Application Deemed Complete: 6/12/25 

Date Recommended for DEP Design Approval: 7/23/25 Modified Approval 9/16/26 

2-Year Deadline: 1/13/27 

 

 

The major components will include one 1,250-gallon septic tank, one siphon chamber, 357 l.f. 

of gravity pipe, one effluent filter, one distribution box, 428 c.y. of absorption fill material, 300 

l.f. of absorption trench, 155 l.f. of curtain drain, 105 l.f. of curtain drain outlet pipe, 155 l.f. of 

swale, 95 l.f. of 6” boring, 15 l.f. of 6-inch sleeve and site restoration. The homeowner received 

three quotes. They were $53,814.97, $69,301.40 and $90,220.00. The low quote is below our 

estimated cost for construction. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic Committee 

recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this reimbursement request of 

$53,814.97. 
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David Honig Over $30,000: 
Address: 340 Crow Road, Fleischmanns, NY 12430 

Town: Middletown 

Bedrooms: 4 

Engineer: Rex Sanford, P.E. 

Contractor: Sam I Am Excavation & Tree Service 

Sign In Date: 7/6/26 

Design Application Received By DEP: 9/16/26 

Design Application Deemed Complete: 10/9/26 

Date Recommended for DEP Design Approval: 10/9/26 

2-Year Deadline: 7/6/28 

 

 

The major components will include one 1,250-gallon septic tank, 251 l.f. of gravity pipe, one 

effluent filter, one distribution box, 240 c.y. of absorption fill material, a two-hour haul time for 

materials, 315 l.f. of absorption trench, 105 l.f. of curtain drain, 15 l.f. of curtain drain outlet 

pipe, 250 l.f. of swale, 2 cleanouts, 173 l.f. of access rd., 5 trees to be removed, set the septic 

tank with a large excavator, shuttle materials, 10 l.f. of 6-inch sleeve and site restoration. The 

homeowner received three quotes. They were $62,261.01, $64,211.66 and $65,061.12. The low 

quote is within 10% of our estimated cost for construction. This is a secondary residence 

eligible for 60% reimbursement. $62,261.01 X 60% = $37,356.61 Therefore, we are requesting 

that the Septic Committee recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this 

reimbursement request of $37,356.61. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







4 

 

 

Carolyn Lazard Over $30,000: 
Address: 2088 Upper Birch Creek Road, Pine Hill, NY 12465 

Town: Shandaken 

Bedrooms: 2 

Engineer: Steele Brook Engineering PLLC 

Contractor: LaFever Excavating Inc. 

Sign In Date: 9/21/26 

Design Application Received By DEP: 6/6/25 

Design Application Deemed Complete: 6/23/25 

Date Recommended for DEP Design Approval: 7/8/25 

2-Year Deadline: 9/21/28 

 

 

The major components will include one 1,000-gallon septic tank, 176 l.f. of gravity pipe, one 

effluent filter, one distribution box, 135 c.y. of absorption fill material, 160 l.f. of absorption 

trench, 55 l.f. of curtain drain, 76 l.f. of curtain drain outlet pipe, 55 l.f. of swale, 2 cleanouts, 

155 l.f. of access rd., 8 trees to be removed, set the septic tank with a large excavator and site 

restoration. The homeowner received a quote of $34,460.00. This amount is within 10% of our 

estimated cost for construction. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic Committee 

recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this reimbursement request of 

$34,460.00. 
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Lost Clove Ventures LLC (Val D’isere) Over $30,000: 

Expanded Septic Program 
Address: 8 Church Road, Big Indian, NY 12410 

Town: Shandaken 

Use: Restaurant and Market with 7 Bedrooms Workforce Housing. Design Flow: 3,825 Gallons Per Day 

Engineer: Brinnier & Larios, P.C. 

Contractor: Evergreen Mountain Contracting 

Sign In Date: 8/27/26 

Design Application Received By DEP:  

Design Application Deemed Complete:  

Date Recommended for DEP Design Approval: 8/4/26 

2-Year Deadline: 8/27/28 

 

 

The major components will include one 6,000-gallon septic tank, one 2,000-gallon H20 grease 

trap, one duplex pump chamber, 91 l.f. of 6-inch Schedule 80 pipe, 152 l.f. of force main, two 

distribution boxes, two effluent filters, 6,480 s.f. of conventional absorption beds, 2 six-inch 

cleanouts, 6 cast iron risers, 5 additional riser sections, 2 H20 clean out risers, spread and 

reclaim excess material and site restoration. The owner received three quotes. They were 

$150,419.62, $153,145.14 and $159,250.56. The low quote is within 10% of our estimated cost 

for construction. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic Committee recommend to the 

Board of Directors that they accept this reimbursement request for $150,419.62. 
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Sead Celic Additional Cost: 
Address: 53 Sunrise Drive, Woodbourne, NY 12788 

Town: Neversink 

Engineer: Peak Engineering, PLLC 

Contractor: D&S General Contractor 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $34,800.00. Bedrock was encountered during 

installation of the tanks and effluent line. The contractor had to hammer for 20.7 hours to attain 

necessary depths and is asking for an additional 443.48 tons, which converts to 591 cubic yards 

of absorption fill material. The engineer says cost for rock removal is reasonable, but the cost 

for additional absorption fill material is not.  The contractor has requested $7,387.00 for rock 

hammering and $13,800.00 for additional sandy loam fill material for a total of $21,187.00 for 

the added work. $13,800.00 is being disallowed. $7,387.00 appears to be reasonable and 

justified. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic Committee recommend to the Board of 

Directors that they accept this reimbursement request of $7,387.00 for a total project cost of 

$42,187.00. 
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Ashley Domers Additional Cost:   
Address: 26 Nyari Drive, Woodstock, NY 12498 

Town: Woodstock 

Engineer: Rex Sanford, P.E. 

Contractor: Chad Davis Contracting Inc. 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $39,160.26. Rock was encountered during excavation 

for the sewer line, septic tank and curtain drain. 3 days of hammering were required to attain 

necessary depths. 3 loads of random fill were needed for backfill. Excavated rock was spread 

and reclaimed on site. The contractor has requested $13,229.00 for the added work. This 

amount appears to be reasonable and justified. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic 

Committee recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this reimbursement request of 

$13,229.00 for a total project cost of $52,389.26. 
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Kevin Mead Additional Cost:  
Address: 13712 NY-23A, Prattsville, NY 12468 

Town: Prattsville 

Engineer: Praetorius & Conrad, P.C. 

Contractor: G.R. Excavation, Inc. 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $85,386.58. A curtain drain was not included in the 

original design. During construction it became apparent one was needed. The engineer directed 

the contractor to add 50 l.f. of curtain drain. The contractor has requested $1,055.00 for the 

added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. Therefore, we are requesting 

that the Septic Committee recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this 

reimbursement request of $1,055.55 for a total project cost of $86,441.58. 
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Christopher Miller Additional Cost: 
Address: 51 Porcupine Lane, Tannersville, NY 12485 

Town: Hunter 

Engineer: David Rider, P.E. 

Contractor: Blue Mountain Excavation, LLC 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $64,089.10. Ledge rock was encountered in septic 

tank, pump chamber areas and curtain drain areas. The contractor had to hammer for 10 hours 

to attain necessary depths for the septic tank and pump chamber and for 5 hours to install the 

curtain drain. The contractor has requested $5,343.75 for the added work. This amount appears 

to be reasonable and justified. This is a secondary residence eligible for 60% reimbursement. 

$5,343.75 X 60% = $3,206.25. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic Committee 

recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this reimbursement request of $3,205.25 

for a total project cost of $67,295.35. 
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Audrey Morales Additional Cost:  
Address: 134 Meehan Road, Margaretville, NY 12455 

Town: Middletown 

Engineer: Rex Sanford, P.E. 

Contractor: Halcott Center Excavation & Landscaping LLC 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $75,497.75. Rock was encountered while excavating 

for the septic tank and siphon chamber. The contractor had to hammer for 35 hours to attain 

necessary depths. Excavated rock was spread and reclaimed on site. The contractor has 

requested $12,918.75 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. 

Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic Committee recommend to the Board of Directors 

that they accept this reimbursement request of $12,918.75 for a total project cost of $88,416.50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 1
Project Name Audrey Morales

Project Information
Project Information
Field Report # 1

Project ID 60434

Project Name Audrey Morales

Preparator Jacobson,John

Address
Address
SBL # 262-1-8.7

Street # 134

Street Name Meehan Rd.

Village/ Hamlet Margaretville

Municipality Middletown

Zip Code 12455

County Delaware

State NY

Date/Time
Date/Time
Date 09-21-2026

Time 09:30 AM (-4 GMT)

Temperature 53

Weather Conditions Partly Sunny

Attendees
Attendees
Attendees Present CWC Staff

CWC Staff Hull, Mitchell, Jacobson, John

Field Conditions
Field Conditions
Existing Site Conditions Site is very wet. The contractor has hammered rock to install septic and flout tanks,

line to d-box and part of the curtain drain. Both tanks are set.

Observations Rock outcroppings and poor soil. The access to the absorption field,is rutted.

Date Submitted: 09-21-2026 11:51 AM
Submitted By: jjacobson@cwconline.org
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Action Items Curtain drain needs to be completed. The contractor hopes to install absorption field
trenches tomorrow if it is dry enough.Piping from tanks to d-box needs
completion.Repair ruts and restore site.

Site Photos
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Tara Smalls Additional Cost: 
Address: 22 Lake Cecil Road, Sidney Center, NY 13839 

Town: Tompkins 

Engineer: Headwaters Engineering, PLLC 

Contractor: Dutcher Construction 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $52,591.44. Drainage work on the upper side of the 

absorption field was not included in the original design. However, following a storm event that 

resulted in erosion to the tapers of the field, 175 l.f. of curtain drain and 20 l.f. of curtain drain 

outlet pipe were installed under direction of the engineer. The contractor has requested 

$4,009.40 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. Therefore, 

we are requesting that the Septic Committee recommend to the Board of Directors that they 

accept this reimbursement request of $4,009.40 for a total project cost of $56,600.84. 
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Mark VanGorden Additional Cost: 
Address: 5 Beechford Drive, Boiceville, NY 12412 

Town: Olive 

Engineer: Christopher R. DiChiaro 

Contractor: Eberhardt Excavation, LLC 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $33,962.61. A drainage leader line that was not 

visible during previous site visits became apparent during construction. The leader had to be re-

routed around the replacement absorption area. Groundwater was encountered while excavating 

for the septic tank and pump chamber. Saturated material had to be removed, and suitable 

material imported for backfill. The contractor has requested $4,983.92 for the added work. This 

amount appears to be reasonable and justified. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic 

Committee recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this reimbursement request of 

$4,983.92 for a total project cost of $38,946.53. 
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Roberta M. Warfield Irrevocable Trust Additional Cost: 
Address: 424 Mohegan Trail, Margaretville, NY 12455 

Town: Middletown 

Engineer: Brinnier & Larios, P.C. 

Contractor: G.C. Landscaping & Excavation, Inc. 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $29,986.25. The existing grade dropped off 

considerably, requiring a larger footprint, more fill and associated work to complete the system 

The contractor brought in an additional 235 cubic yards of absorption fill material, removed one 

tree and provided topsoil, seed and mulch over a larger area. This site has a minimal buildable 

area. It did not provide sufficient area for material staging. The additional materials were 

dumped off-site and brought to the absorption field area with smaller trucks. The contractor has 

requested $18,200.00 for the added work. This amount appears to be reasonable and justified. 

Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic Committee recommend to the Board of Directors 

that they accept this reimbursement request of $18,200.00 for a total project cost of $48,186.25. 
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Gravity System Vent Location Notes:

A low vent is installed at the end of the last row of each section or the end of the last row in a basic serial
bed, or at the end of each row in a D-box distribution configuration system. A vent manifold may be used
to connect the ends of multiple sections or rows.
The house (roof) vent functions as the high vent as long as there are no restrictions or other vents between
the low vent and the house (roof) vent.
When the house (roof) vent functions as the high vent, there shall be a minimum of a 10 ft vertical
differential between the low and high (roof) vent openings.

Remote Venting Notes:

If site conditions do not allow the vent pipe to slope toward the system, or the owner chooses to utilize remote
venting for aesthetic reasons (causing the vent pipe not to slope toward the system), the low point of the vent line
must be drilled creating several ¼ in holes to allow drainage of condensation. This procedure may only be used if
the vent pipe connecting to the system has:

A high point that is above the highest point of all AES pipes or the D-box (2 in minimum for each); and,
A low point opened for drainage which is above the SHWT (see drawing below).

DEEP TEST HOLE DATA

HOLE NUMBER ITEM DEPTH ITEM DESCRIPTION

TEST HOLE NO. 1

(LAWN)

0’-0” to 0’-6” TOPSOIL

0’-6” to 3’-6” GRAVELLY CLAY LOAM w/ COBBLES

NO GROUNDWATER, NO MOTTLING, BEDROCK at 3’-6”

TEST HOLE NO. 2

(LAWN)

0’-0” to 0’-6” TOPSOIL

0’-6” to 2’-3” GRAVELLY CLAY LOAM w/ COBBLES

NO GROUNDWATER, NO MOTTLING, BEDROCK at 2’-3”

TEST HOLE NO. 3

(WOODS/ROADSIDE)

0’-0” to 0’-6” TOPSOIL/LEAF LITTER

0’-6” to 2’-6” CLAY LOAM w/ TRACE GRAVEL, COBBLES

NO GROUNDWATER, NO MOTTLING, BEDROCK at 2’-6”

TEST HOLE NO. 4

(WOODS/ROADSIDE)

0’-0” to 0’-4” TOPSOIL/LEAF LITTER

0’-4” to 2’-4” CLAY LOAM w/ TRACE GRAVEL, COBBLES

NO GROUNDWATER, NO MOTTLING, BEDROCK at 2’-4”

PERCOLATION TEST HOLE DATA

HOLE NUMBER DEPTH DESCRIPTION STABILIZED PERCOLATION RATE

PERCOLATION TEST NO. 1 1’-0” TOPSOIL AND
GRAVELLY CLAY
LOAM

1 MINUTES/INCH

PERCOLATION TEST NO. 2 1’-0” TOPSOIL/LEAF
LITTER AND CLAY
LOAM w/TRACE
GRAVEL

19 MINUTES/INCH
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Steven Zerega Additional Cost: 

Expanded Septic Program 
Address: 60 Bell Hill Rd., Windham, NY 12496 

Town: Windham 

Engineer: Christopher DiChiaro, P.E.  

Contractor: L&L Earthworx, LLC. 

 

 

This project was previously approved for $91,222.53. During construction the contractor 

encountered bedrock at all three tank locations. To save cost, they were able to raise tank 

elevations. 48 c.y. of random fill material with 2 hours of extra haul time was utilized to cover 

them. An additional septic line from a separate apartment was encountered during excavation 

for one of the tanks. 27 l.f. of four-inch pipe, fittings and an additional clean out were necessary 

to make the connection. The contractor has requested $3,117.10 for additional work. This 

amount appears to be reasonable and justified. Therefore, we are requesting that the Septic 

Committee recommend to the Board of Directors that they accept this reimbursement request of 

$3,117.10 for a total project cost of $94,339.63. 
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Jennnifer Healey Second Time Repair: The property is in the Town of Walton, SBL: 296-1-

11. This project was paid for in 2016 under our Priority 9 Program. Sewage is surfacing in the 

yard in the absorption field area. Exploratory work needs to be done to determine the extent of 

repair needed with the possibility of replacing it. The homeowner had maintenance pump outs 

done in 2022 and 2026.  

 

 

 

 

Peg Merrill Second Time Repair: The property is in the Town of Hamden, SBL: 211-1-10.11. 

This project was paid for in 2010 under our Priority 7 Program. It was approved for a second 

time repair in 2024 for a pump replacement. A new pump was installed at that time. There are 

issues with the system again. Part of the pipe from the house to the septic tank runs above 

ground beneath a deck. It is unevenly pitched and causes slow drains. It froze last winter. The 

pipe needs to be replaced and buried. The pump alarm rings intermittently. It needs to be 

diagnosed and necessary components replaced. The homeowner had a maintenance pump out in 

2024.  

 

 

 

 

John Rolland Second Time Repair: The property is in the Town of Delhi, SBL: 172-1-22. 

This project was paid for in 2016 under our Priority 9 Program. The pipe from the house to the 

septic tank had to be replaced. A cleanout and riser were installed. The homeowner claims to 

have had two maintenance pump outs done. We have none on record.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Septic Maintenance:   Mitchell Hull will update the committee. 

   

Septic Cluster:     No Report 
 

Septic Update: Mitchell Hull will address the latest Septic Update.  

 

Other:   















CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 
SEPTIC REHABILITATION AND REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 

SEPTIC COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM 

PURPOSE 

CWC Staff is proposing an amendment to the Septic Rehabilitation and Repair Program 
Rules to establish a construction contingency for approved septic rehabilitation and repair 
projects. 

The purpose of the contingency is to provide a limited amount of administrative flexibility 
when unforeseen construction conditions are encountered after a project has received 
approval based upon an approved contractor quote. 

CWC has experienced projects where conditions are discovered during construction that 
could not reasonably have been identified or quantified prior to construction. Examples 
may include rock encountered at the site, water/drainage issues, unexpected tree 
removal, unmarked utilities, or other necessary field conditions. 

Under the current process, additional eligible construction costs typically require the 
project to return to the Septic Committee and CWC Board for approval. This can delay 
construction, extend the overall project lifecycle, and create additional administrative 
work for the applicant, contractor, engineer, and CWC. 

The proposed contingency would allow CWC staff to address qualifying unforeseen 
construction costs within a defined percentage of the approved construction quote 
without requiring individual Board approval for each occurrence. 

PROPOSED CONTINGENCY 

CWC Staff proposes establishing a construction contingency equal to ten percent (10%) of 
the approved construction quote up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for each eligible 
septic rehabilitation and repair project. 

The contingency would be established at the time the contractor quote is approved. 

The contingency would not represent an automatic increase to the contractor’s approved 
contract amount or an automatic increase in funding. Rather, it would establish a 
maximum amount that CWC staff could authorize for qualifying unforeseen construction 
costs encountered during completion of the approved project. 



USE OF CONTINGENCY 

Contingency funds would be limited to unforeseen construction conditions encountered in 
the field that are necessary to complete the approved septic rehabilitation or repair 
project. 

Potential examples include: 

• Rock encountered during excavation that requires additional excavation, 
hammering, or removal; 

• Unexpected tree or root removal necessary to complete the approved system; 
• Unforeseen unsuitable soil or subsurface conditions requiring additional 

construction work; 
• Additional excavation or site work required due to actual field conditions; or 
• Other necessary and reasonable construction costs resulting from unforeseen field 

conditions. 

The contingency would apply solely to additional construction costs associated with 
unforeseen conditions encountered during construction. 

LIMITATIONS AND CONTROLS 

The proposed amendment would establish the following controls: 

1. Limited Scope 
Contingency funds may only be used for unforeseen construction conditions 
necessary to complete the approved septic rehabilitation or repair project. 

2. Defined Amount 
The contingency would be limited to ten percent (10%) of the approved construction 
quote. 

3. Reasonable and Necessary Costs 
CWC staff must determine that the additional construction work and associated 
costs are reasonable and necessary. 

4. Documentation 
The contractor and engineer would be required to document the unforeseen 
condition, the additional work required, and the associated cost. 

5. Approved Project Scope 
The contingency would not be used to expand the approved project scope or 
provide discretionary improvements. 

6. NYCDEP Requirements 
Any work requiring NYCDEP review or approval would remain subject to all 
applicable NYCDEP requirements. 



7. Costs Exceeding Contingency 
If qualifying unforeseen construction costs exceed the remaining contingency, the 
additional amount would continue to require Septic Committee and/or Board 
consideration and approval under the existing process. 

BENEFIT TO THE PROGRAM 

The proposed contingency is intended to address a recurring administrative and 
construction issue while maintaining appropriate financial controls. 

Providing staff with limited authority to address unforeseen construction conditions would 
allow contractors to proceed with necessary work without waiting for the next Septic 
Committee or Board meeting when the additional cost falls within the established 
contingency. 

This should help: 

• Reduce construction delays; 
• Prevent unnecessary extensions to project completion deadlines; 
• Reduce the number of projects returning to the Committee and Board for relatively 

limited additional construction costs; 
• Allow necessary field conditions to be addressed while the contractor is actively 

mobilized on the project; and 
• Provide a more predictable process for applicants, contractors, engineers, and 

CWC staff. 

The proposed contingency does not eliminate Committee or Board oversight. Rather, it 
establishes a defined administrative threshold for addressing unforeseen construction 
conditions while retaining Committee and Board review for costs that exceed the 
established contingency. 

 



CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION 
SEPTIC PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEMORANDUM AND PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

PURPOSE 

CWC staff recommends establishing a streamlined administrative approval process for 
certain minor septic system repairs performed under the CWC Septic R+R Contract when 
the total eligible cost of the repair is $5,000 or less. 

The purpose of this amendment is to allow routine, limited-scope septic system repairs to 
be reviewed and approved by CWC staff without requiring each individual repair to be 
brought before the CWC Board of Directors. 

RATIONALE 

The proposed administrative approval process would apply only to the following items 
currently identified in the Contract: 

1. Replace Pumps 
2. Replace Fuses/Wiring/Control Panels/Junction Boxes/Floats/Float 

Brackets/etc. 
3. Wiring from Junction Box to Pump 
4. Replace Corroded Junction Box 
5. Other Minor Electrical Repairs 
6. Float Rack 
7. Replace Post for Pump Control Box 
8. Labor for Any of the Foregoing 

These items generally represent discrete component repairs necessary to maintain the 
proper operation of an existing septic system. Establishing a $5,000 administrative 
threshold would allow CWC to address these relatively minor repairs efficiently while 
maintaining appropriate program oversight. 

PROPOSED SAFEGUARDS 

The streamlined process would not eliminate CWC review or the existing requirements of 
the Septic Contract. To qualify for administrative approval: 

• The repair must be limited to one or more of the eight eligible Contract items 
identified above; 

• The total eligible cost must be $5,000 or less, including associated labor; 



• CWC staff must determine that the repair and associated costs are reasonable and 
necessary; 

• The property owner must provide documentation demonstrating that the septic 
tank has been pumped at intervals consistent with the CWC-established pump-
out schedule applicable to the size of the septic tank; 

• Required CWC and NYCDEP notifications, approvals, inspections, and other 
applicable requirements must continue to be satisfied; and 

• CWC will maintain documentation of the repairs approved through the streamlined 
process. 

The maintenance requirement provides an additional safeguard by establishing that 
funding for these routine component repairs is available to property owners who have 
demonstrated appropriate ongoing maintenance of their septic system. 

PROPOSED ADVISORY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the CWC identifies certain minor septic system repairs as eligible costs 
necessary to assure the normal useful life of a septic system; and 

WHEREAS, these repairs are generally limited in scope and are necessary to maintain or 
restore the normal operation of an existing septic system; and 

WHEREAS, requiring individual CWC Board review of routine repairs costing $5,000 or less 
may create an administrative burden disproportionate to the scope and cost of such 
repairs; and 

WHEREAS, CWC can maintain appropriate program oversight by requiring documentation 
of proper septic tank maintenance, determining the necessity and reasonableness of 
proposed repairs and costs, and maintaining records of repairs approved under the 
streamlined process; 
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